REPORT ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION OF VENEZUELAN WOMEN MIGRANT WORKERS
The Gender with Class Foundation, whose mandate is linked to the promotion and defense of the human rights of women, adolescents and girls;  Wefocus on the empowerment and economic, physical, and political autonomy of women and girls for the guarantee of their Human Rights, with special emphasis on populations where they have been violated or are experiencing vulnerability, we present the following report to the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families of the United Nations.
Introduction
1. In Venezuela, the struggle for the human rights of women and girls has been a constant of the feminist movement that has allowed progress in substantive aspects such as an advanced legal framework with a gender perspective, a significant institutionality for the guarantee of their rights and quality of life; elements that transformed the daily life of Venezuelan society from the redistribution of wealth focused on social justice from the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela (CRBV) in 1999, which served as  a framework together with the Law on Equal Opportunities for Women of 1999; the Organic Law on the Right of Women to a Life Free of Rape  2007 (reformed and expanded in 2014 and 2021); the Law for the Protection of Families, Maternity and Paternity (2007);;  and the Organic Law on Labour, Workers (2012);;  to institutionalize the main rights of the female population, making the country at various times in the period 1999-2014 a reference in various areas related to women's rights. 
2. However, in 2015, following Executive Order 13692 that declares Venezuela an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national security of the UNITED States, the scale of application of Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCMs) deepens and the national economy begins to be impacted in an increasingly accelerated way, radically influencing the route of ascent and conquest of rights, affecting access to resources and the quality of life of the population. These impacts will have differentiated effects in specific sectors according to pre-existing vulnerabilities, putting at risk fundamental rights and in many cases people's lives.  Hence the importance of systematizing and analyzing from the gender and feminist perspective themain effects that the UCM have had on the exercise and enjoyment of civil and political rights of Venezuelan women and girls; to demonstrate with figures and qualitative data, the restriction of women's rights by the action of third countries. 
3. This report is the result of a methodological triangulation that includes documentary tracking of data and figures from government institutions, academic works, contributions of experiences and testimonies of feminist and human rights organizations and the application of two digital surveys (the first developed between October and November 2020; the second between July and August 2021) in which 909 were consulted in the first place.  women, and subsequently 1,008 people (95.43% women and 4.37% men) respectively, from different age groups from the age of 18, from the 23 states and the Capital District. On the other hand, 32 in-depth interviews were conducted with women from various social sectors. 
I. Context
4. The application of UCMs has become in almost a decade a breeding ground for the deterioration of the quality of life of Venezuelan women, generating the appearance of unconventional social, economic and political phenomena. At this point, it should be noted that the deterioration of the health and food of the population, the deterioration of the quality and access to public services, human mobility, xenophobia, the migration of institutional technical capacity, trafficking in persons, especially women and girls, among other phenomena, was largely caused or exacerbated by the conditions generated by the application of these criminal measures that violate International Law. It is no coincidence in this order, that 
in the digital survey "Negative effects of the economic blockade on the human rights of women and girls in Venezuela" developed in 2021, the results of the consultation showed the following:
	Do you consider that the application of the economic blockade is a violation of human rights and the right to peace?  
	Total

	I agree
	12,43%

	Disagreeing
	0,99%

	Strongly agree
	85,09%

	Strongly disagree
	1,49%

	Total general
	100,00%


Source: Own elaboration FUNDAGCC, 2021
5. The effects on the lives of Venezuelan women and girls for reasons of gender have been more serious than in other social sectors, due to the unequal distribution of power and resources that have continued to prevail as a result of patriarchal culture.  Additionally, the fact of belonging to other discriminated groups accentuates the affectations, as it happens with girls, older adults, women with disabilities, indigenous people, in conditions of mobility, among others. According to the aforementioned Digital Survey, the following data stands out:
	Do you consider that Venezuelan women and girls (whatever their personal, social or legal status) are the main affected by the economic blockade?
	Total

	I agree

	22,37%

	Disagreeing
	1,89%

	Strongly agree
	74,85%

	Strongly disagree
	0,89%

	Total general
	100,00%


Source: Own elaboration FUNDAGCC, 2021
6. The data and experiences that we will present below show the correlation between the entry into force of the UCMs and the impact on the human rights of women and girls enshrined in international and national regulations, and the general deterioration in their quality of life.  
7. The Unilateral Coercive Measures (UCMs) promoted by the US administration and some European States have violated the right of self-determination of the Venezuelan people, by seeking to erode and undermine the model of political and economic development that the majorities of Venezuelans have decided to give themselves in recent years.
8. These UCMs prevent the Venezuelan people from freely disposing of their natural wealth and resources, hindering the activities of international economic cooperation based on the principle of mutual benefit, undermining in turn the protection ofinternational law that Venezuela has as a sovereign State. In some cases, these UCMs have sought to deprive the Venezuelan people of their own means of subsistence.

9. In this sense, it should be noted that UCMs have affected such sensitive aspects for a society as access to food, since the import of food decreased from 10 billion dollars in 2014 to less than one billion dollars in 2019, a resounding fall of more than 90%.
10. To give an accurate idea of the impact, it is important to present a table published by the Ministry of People's Power planning (2021), which clearly exposes the Prevalence Index of Undernourishment (IPS) during the period 1990-2019:
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11. This picture shows that between 2011 and 2013, food insecurity barely affected between 1% and 2% of the Venezuelan population, substantially increasing the Prevalence Rate of undernourishment to 14% in 2018, we are talking about an increase that ranges between 500% and 700%, in relation to 2011 where Venezuela practically reached the goal of being a country of Hunger 0. The number of grams of protein available per day fell from 88.5 in 2014 to 55.1 in 2020. 
12. This situation, which affected the most vulnerable social sectors, was more serious in the case of women, taking into account that Venezuela like the rest of the world is marked by the feminization of poverty. Let us bear in mind, in turn, that about 65% of poor households in the country have as their head of household, the single woman-mother, who has to take care of the maintenance of their daughters and sons in the absence of a father or man who shares the tasks of upbringing and care. So access to food depends mostly on them, and their search in these conditions represents an important investment of time, effort, and stress to guarantee the food of the family, especially children.  
13. On the other hand, the UCMs have substantially affected the human right to access to health, due to the restrictions on imports of medical equipment, spare parts, medicines, reagents, vaccines, contraceptives, among other resources required by the country. Access to personal hygiene and menstrual hygiene supplies such as sanitary napkins and menstrual cups have become widespread problems in female sectors, especially those who are in a situation of general poverty, and multidimensional poverty, being among the main demands and concerns of Venezuelan women.  The results of the 2021 Digital Survey state the following:
	What areas do you consider the most affected for Venezuelan women and girls by the economic blockade? Maximum (2) response options
	Total

	Contraceptives and condoms, High-cost drugs for chronic diseases
	6,96%

	High cost medicines for chronic diseases, technical and/or economic aids
	6,16%

	High Cost Drugs for Chronic Diseases, Medical and Surgical Equipment
	13,92%

	High-Cost Chronic Disease Drugs, Production Materials and Equipment
	6,96%

	High Cost Chronic Disease Drugs, Financial Resources
	16,30%

	Menstrual Hygiene Products, Contraceptives and Condoms
	3,28%

	Menstrual Hygiene Products, High Cost Chronic Disease Drugs
	8,55%

	Menstrual Hygiene Products, Financial Resources
	1,69%


 Own elaboration: FUNDAGCC, 2021
14. The right of women to enjoy integral health is a universal human right, which goes beyond purely biological factors, and obeys bio-psycho-social elements that affect the place they occupy in society, and the ability to access material and symbolic resources to live a dignified life, with equal opportunities and free of violence; that is why they are raised as fundamental concerns to demand the cessation of coercive economic measures that limit the human rights of this population.
II. Part III of the Convention
15. One of the consequences of greater impact that the application of UCMs has had since 2014 has been the economic migration that has mobilized Venezuelans in search of a higher quality of life. The deterioration of material conditions, the decrease in purchasing power, the impact on access to food or medicine, among other phenomena, has led for the first time in national history to a substantial migratory flow to different countries in Latin America and the Caribbean, and to a lesser extent to North America and Europe.
16. Although Human Rights are inherent to people, the rights of women, children and adolescents, and labor rights that have been conquered so far in Venezuela, have borders, territorial scope of application, and when leaving Venezuelan jurisdiction the conditions of risk are further exacerbated, stripping women of a set of rights that radically impact their lives,  making them easy targets for exploitation in all its manifestations, especially sexual, xenophobia, organized crime.
17. For example, trafficking in persons is a crime of particular concern today. While it is true until a few years ago Venezuela was considered a country of transit and in some cases of reception, the truth is that this reality has been drastically transformed in recent years, among other factors due to the high rates of human mobility that exist in the country, being internal and external transit a scenario that exacerbates the vulnerability of the population.
18. Although there are no precise official data, everything seems to indicate that Venezuela has become a country of origin of human trafficking, so it is necessary to warn about the aspects linked to this crime, because although human mobility is a right, the migration of Venezuelans that occurs today,  based mostly on seeking improvements in the economic situation and living conditions, it faces stigmas of all kinds, among which xenophobia and discrimination stand out, further intensifying what is already a situation of vulnerability.
19. Human trafficking networks, which are mostly transnational in nature, are actively installed and operate in scenarios such as the one we are going through today marked by the impacts of an unconventional war, and take advantage of a complex country context to capture victims, mostly with deceptive job offers that apparently cover the expectations of improving living conditions,  but in reality they end up being sources of the most anachronistic forms of violence and exploitation , which contravenes article 11 of the Convention.
20. To illustrate the above, it should be noted that since 2018, the Venezuelan Government has promoted the Plan Vuelta a la Patria program, which to date has repatriated, by air, sea and land, 29,124 Venezuelans
. It should be noted that, in 2019, a report of this program indicated that, by that date, 60% of the returnees are women, and 27% are children and adolescents. This report also pointed out that among the reasons why people return to the country, the main reasons include: 
· 64% due to economic problems and the impossibility of obtaining decent employment.
· 54% specified as an additional reason for return the constant harassment in the receiving country, denouncing strong episodes of xenophobia, exploitation, labor and social abuse.
21. The migrant population, for the most part, does not have legal advice, access to decent employment and medical care, being more vulnerable to insecurity, theft, discrimination and xenophobia, elements to which they are exposed when leaving the country without information, in a disorderly manner, and forced by an economic situation exacerbated by the UCMs.  This implies a violation of articles 14 and 16 of the Convention.
22. It should be noted that in addition to the drama suffered by migrant women, there is also a drama on the part of women whose relatives migrated. The psychological impact on the population, on families has deep wounds in Venezuelan society. Mothers who have been left alone because their sons and daughters migrated; mothers-grandmothers whose daughters and sons were left by their granddaughters to finish raising them (often with great economic difficulties); women-mothers who suffer the destructuring of their family nuclei with the consequent psychological traumas that it entails (depression, sadness, etc.); mothers who, when left alone, lost the economic protection of their daughters and sons and these, due to the precarious conditions where they are, are not able to send remittances, among other dramatic phenomena. The human dimensions of migration are consequences that, although not quantifiable, must be assessed among the most painful wounds that have been generated in the civilian population by UCMs. 
23. For this reason, in agreement with the UN Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights, Alena Douhan (2021), the sectoral and selective UCMs imposed on Venezuelans and third-country nationals and companies, have resulted in a devastating effect on the entire population, especially those living in poverty, women, children, the elderly, people with disabilities or with chronic or life-threatening diseases, and indigenous peoples. UCMs, by negatively impacting the enjoyment of economic, political, civil and cultural rights, undermine the right to development of all Venezuelan society, especially its most vulnerable sectors and strata
, pushing hundreds of thousands of people into forced economic migration. 
24. Therefore, the application of the UCMs imposed by the United States and other countries, beyond hindering the public and political functions of the representatives and officials of the Venezuelan State, have had a totally negative effect on the Venezuelan population and those who reside in it. Human rights such as food, health, transportation, education, medical assistance, lack of basic medicines, rights that are a sine qua non for the exercise of political and civil rights, have been violated. One of its greatest impacts and effects is to harm the material stability of women.
25. In this sense, respecting the right to self-determination of Venezuela, and the cessation of the UCMs that violate the fundamental human rights of the civilian population is unpostponable, the action of the competent international organizations is key, and we urge the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families of the United Nations  to play a belligerent role in requesting the cessation of these measures that violate women's rights and impose greater discrimination. 
Recommendations 
26. In this context of differentiated impacts of the UCMs, with a negative impact on the functioning of the venezuelan State's institutions, we recommend the following set of urgent measures that contribute to the early recovery and full guarantee of rights: 
27. Establish cooperation agreements with the countries in which the greatest violation of Venezuelan migrant women has been identified. 
28. The State must guarantee access to data and statistical information that will allow the construction of indicators and public policies that are relevant to the current reality, magnifying the incidence of trafficking in persons in the country and measures appropriate to this reality, including the National Plan against Trafficking in Persons. 
29. Enact a Comprehensive Law against Trafficking in Persons, with a gender and intersectional approach, which especially protects women, girls, and boys, and a specific institutionality for victims of trafficking in persons that addresses not only elements of investigation but fundamentally of attention and protection.
30. Create and strengthen public policies with an intersectional approach aimed at women migrant workers.
31. Generate massive campaigns that allow the population in a situation of mobility an informed and safe transit.
32. Establish mandatory and regular training and awareness-raising programmes for civil servants at border posts. 
� “"Hatred" of Venezuelan migrants takes over Latin America” (Available in: https://www.france24.com/es/minuto-a-minuto/20210515-el-odio-hacia-los-migrantes-venezolanos-se-apodera-de-am%C3%A9rica-latina)





"Chile: Anti-immigration protest against Venezuelans in Iquique" (Available in: https://es.euronews.com/2022/01/31/chile-protesta-antiinmigracion-contra-los-venezolanos-de-iquique)





“The mayor of Bogotá waves the flag of xenophobia against Venezuelans in Colombia" (Available in: https://elpais.com/internacional/2021-03-18/la-alcaldesa-de-bogota-agita-la-bandera-de-la-xenofobia-contra-los-venezolanos-en-colombia.html)





� By quote Of Examples: EE. UU. confiscation four vessels Iranian What Wore petrol to Venezuela (https://www.dw.com/es/wsj-eeuu-confisca-cuatro-buques-iran%C3%ADes-que-llevaban-gasolina-a-venezuela/a-54562629) 


COVAX Says What try of resolve obstacle with shipment of Vaccines to Venezuela after ultimatum (https://www.reuters.com/article/salud-coronavirus-venezuela-covax-idLTAL2N2OI0WJ)








� “More than 29,000 Venezuelans take advantage of Plan Vuelta a la Patria". (Available in: https://www.telesurtv.net/news/miles-venezolanos-acogen-plan-vuelta-patria-20220828-0003.html)


� Alena Douhan (2021). Visit to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. Report of the Special Protractor on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights. Report of the UN Special Rapporteur on the negative impact of unilateral coercive measures on the enjoyment of human rights. Available in: https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/A_HRC_48_59_Add.2_AdvanceUneditedVersion.pdf





