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[Introduction]
· Tēnā koutou katoa. 
· Some progress has been made towards the realisation of the Convention in New Zealand in the last 8 years, particularly in relation to greater engagement with disabled people and disability data and evidence. However, that data has further revealed deep inequalities, that must be addressed.
[Equality, non-discrimination and access to justice]
· Disabled people and tāngata whaikaha Māori (the indigenous people of New Zealand) face widespread inequality and discrimination.
· Disabled people have inequitable access to healthcare and inclusive education, poorer health outcomes, higher unemployment rates, higher rates of poverty, and worse housing conditions. 
· Disabled people are overrepresented in the care and protection, youth justice and prison populations, and do not have universal access to reasonable accommodation. 
· These inequities are disproportionately compounded for tāngata whaikaha Māori, breaching New Zealand’s founding document: Te Tiriti o Waitangi.

· As has been noted, equality before the law, is ‘the heart and soul of the convention’.
· Although some legal reform is under way, nearly a decade on from this Committee’s recommendations for immediate action, a number of disabled people remain subject to substitute decision-making, forced detention and treatment.
· Significant recent reforms to legislation governing the health and education sectors did not expressly reference the Convention. And there is no timebound plan to address all inconsistent legislation and enshrine the Convention into all relevant laws.

· Although there are pockets of good practice, disabled people experience significant barriers to accessing justice, including free and readily available advocacy and legal representation. Many justice processes, including in the courts, do not enable a supported decision-making approach.
Poverty 
· If Article 12, is the ‘heart and soul of the Convention’, then Article 28, adequate standard of living and social protection, affects much of our lives and our families' lives, within and outside our homes.
· [bookmark: _Int_o6G1FtP6]When compared to non-disabled people, disabled people are twice as likely to indicate they do not have enough money to meet everyday needs, and Tāngata Whaikaha Māori three times as likely.
· Although disabled people are the majority of people receiving social welfare payments, the government has implemented very few of the recommendations of its own independent welfare expert advisory group, 3 years after the release of their report. These recommendations included removing discrimination based on relationship status.
· Meanwhile, although the Child Wellbeing Strategy requires Minister’s to have regard to the CRPD, latest figures show poverty decreasing for some children, however 5 of the 9 measures of hardship and poverty increased for children living in a household with a disabled person.
· Nearly a decade on from our last review, the Committee’s recommendation to the State to understand the cost of disability and ensure adequate income is yet to be fully addressed.
Close
· Again, we acknowledge the New Zealand government’s efforts and actions, but stress the need for adequate resources to achieve better outcomes. We seek a stronger demonstration of the human rights duty to prioritise those most marginalised.
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