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This report is submitted to the UN Committee Against Torture ahead of its 83rd Session for the review of Bahrain’s implementation of the Convention Against Torture.
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I. Introduction
1. The Bahraini government responded to the list of issues prior to reporting referred to in the fourth periodic report submitted to the United Nations Committee against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment on 26 May 2021.
2. Medical Treatment: The Bahraini Government’s response includes explanations indicating the provision of comprehensive medical treatment. As indicated in the examples below, serious gaps exist, including deaths in custody due to neglect.  This raises questions as to whether this a form of punishment or reprisals for detainees who demand their rights.
3. Child Protesters: The Bahraini Government’s response indicates that children accused of crimes will be protected from ill-treatment and provided age-appropriate alternatives to custodial measures. As noted below, child protesters have suffered widespread abuses.
4. Oversight of authorities: The Bahraini government describes a comprehensive system to ensure the rights of detainees are respected. However as noted below, the lack of accountability enables a culture of impunity. 
5.  In a report [footnoteRef:1]published in December 2024, by Americans for Democracy and Human Rights In Bahrain (ADHRB), it said: One of the most egregious violations of human rights in Bahrain is torture, which has been inflicted on citizens for opposing the country’s rulers or political systems. A clear testament to this is the dozens of communications [footnoteRef:2](opinions, urgent appeals, or allegations) issued by UN experts, particularly those focused on torture and other violations, from various UN Special Procedure offices and working groups. These communications have repeatedly called on Bahraini officials, from the king to lower-ranking officials, to immediately halt torture and other abuses. Each communication has reiterated the request for Bahrain to allow a visit by the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture to directly assess the validity of ongoing allegations. [1:  https://www.adhrb.org/2024/12/who-holds-bahrains-torture-princes-accountable/]  [2:  https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/Tmsearch/TMDocuments] 


II. Methodology
6. This report is drafted and submitted by the Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR), which is an independent, non-profit CSO founded in April 2011. GCHR provides support and protection to human rights defenders (HRDs) in the MENA region to promote human rights, including the rights to freedom of association, peaceful assembly and expression.
7. The information in the report is based on GCHR’s monitoring and documentation of violations of the UN Convention against Torture over the period from 2023 until 2025, including interviews with family members of detainees, legal representatives, and independent Bahraini human rights groups. The GCHR also reviewed open-source materials, official statements, and medical reports where available. Cases were verified through multiple sources. Due to the security situation in Bahrain, the names of some victims and witnesses are withheld for protection. 
8.  The report highlights the main patterns of violations observed by GCHR during the past two years. This report focuses on violations against human rights defenders and political dissidents. The systematic use of torture and other forms of ill-treatment extends beyond these groups to include migrant workers, members of the Shi’a community, and others. These patterns have been documented in numerous reports by national and international human rights organisations.

III. [bookmark: _Hlk211005491]Torture and Ill-Treatment in Detention
Human Rights Defenders and Political Prisoners
9. GCHR has documented for years cases of several human rights defenders in Jaw prison who are suffering deteriorating health without access to proper medical care, including its co-founder, prominent human rights defender Abdulhadi Al-Khawaja,[footnoteRef:3] who remains in prison for more than  5,300 days.   [3:  https://x.com/MARYAMALKHAWAJA/status/1858067811496554576] 

10. on the night of 8-9 April 2011, Al-Khawaja was arrested and severely beaten by plain clothes security forces. He was held in solitary confinement and subjected to physical, psychological and sexual torture. The Bahrain Independent Commission of Inquiry medically documented the torture and assault suffered by political prisoners, including Al-Khawaja. However, after 5,300 days, Al-Khawaja has not received adequate treatment for multiple serious medical problems, many of which were inflicted by the Bahraini state.
11. In 2012, the UN Working Group on Arbitrary Detention ruled[footnoteRef:4] that Al-Khawaja’s detention was arbitrary, in violation of international law, and called for his ‘immediate release’ and ‘an enforceable right to compensation’. However, 5,300 days on from the brutal arrest and assault in April 2011, Al-Khawaja remains in arbitrary detention. [4:  https://hrlibrary.umn.edu/wgad/6-2012.html] 

12. Prominent human rights defender Dr. Abduljalil Al-Singace [footnoteRef:5]has been on hunger strike for more than 1,300 days )1,400. His health is extremely critical, with his life in imminent danger as a result of deliberate medical negligence and denial of necessary treatment and care. [5:  https://www.gc4hr.org/joint-letter-calls-for-dr-abduljalil-al-singace-to-be-freed-as-he-marks-1000-days-of-hunger-strike/] 

13. Dr. Al-Singace suffers from severe and excruciating pain in his shoulder and prostate, in addition to other worsening health conditions. Despite his deteriorating health, he remains held in solitary confinement in his room at the Kanoo Medical Center, denied access to outside space and direct sunlight, and denied essential treatments for his mobility impairment and other ailment
14. As a first step, Dr. Al-Singace has decided to refrain from undergoing necessary daily checkups, such as blood pressure and blood sugar tests. If his demands continue to be ignored and the necessary treatment and medication are not provided, he will have to stop taking the salt solutions and Ensure solution, which he has relied on since beginning his hunger strike on 08 2021, which would seriously threaten his life.
15. Al-Singace, who has a disability, has been wrongfully [footnoteRef:6]detained since his arrest in 2011 solely for exercising his human rights to freedom of expression and peaceful assembly. He has reportedly been subject to torture during his time in detention. [6:  https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/detention-wg/opinions/session96/A-HRC-WGAD-2023-2-Bahrain-Advance-Edited-Version.pdf] 

16. Prisoners of conscience are still ill-treated and tortured in Bahrain. Reliable reports confirmed the dire condition [footnoteRef:7]facing them in Jaw prison. [7:  https://www.gc4hr.org/political-prisoners-facing-dire-conditions-at-jaw-prison/] 


Children Detained in Connection with Protests

17. A report [footnoteRef:8]published in March 2025, conducted by Human Rights Watch and Americans for Democracy and Human Rights in Bahrain (ADHRB), found that, Bahraini authorities abuse and threaten children detained in connection with protests and other forms of political expression. In separate investigations, the rights groups found that although Bahraini [footnoteRef:9]authorities released many children from detention in 2024, they have continued to arrest and detain children and violate their rights. [8:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/03/10/bahrain-authorities-violate-detained-childrens-rights]  [9:  https://www.hrw.org/middle-east/north-africa/bahrain] 

18. Most of the men who had been detained as children and later released stated that they had been beaten during interrogation and in detention. Some also described mental and physical torture, while others said they were threatened with torture, including rape in many cases. Several said that they had been forced to confess to crimes they had not committed.
19. One man, who was 15 years old when he was arrested, said: “During the interrogation, [the authorities] were hitting me, and took my clothes off, and threaten[ed] me with rape … [one officer] used to come and hold my testicles and tell me to speak and to confess.”
20. Another man who had also been arrested when he was 15 years old described being tortured during interrogation. “During the torture, they were harassing me and touching me in private areas of my body: when I got to the [investigation unit] I couldn’t stand on my legs due to the torture that I had, so two soldiers came and carried me to the office.”
21. Several said they had been denied adequate medical care and adequate food. One said that he lost several teeth as a result of being denied access to dental care despite his many requests. Another said that he had scabies in detention but that authorities, including medical personnel at the prison, denied him medical care. Several were also denied access to education, in some cases for years.
22. Since being released, all eight men described onerous ongoing rights restrictions, including to travel, and being denied work permits. One man said, “I want to live freely, to be able to travel, go back and forth freely, I want to be able to work wherever I want.”

IV. Deaths in Custody and Medical Neglect
23. The deteriorating conditions led to the death in March 2024 of a young political prisoner, Hussein Khalil Ibrahim Kadhim, (32 years old) due to medical negligence according to a testimony [footnoteRef:10]from a fellow inmate, Ali Barakat. Barakat claimed that the inmate was sick, and the prison clinic kept sending him back after telling him that there is nothing wrong with him. He later fell unconscious during a football game in prison, and there was no doctor available to administer emergency procedures, which eventually led to his death.  [10:  https://www.bahrainmirror.com/news/64440.html] 

24. The Bahrain News Agency published a statement [footnoteRef:11]afterwards on March 2024, that the death was caused by pre-existing conditions, including hypertension, despite prior pleas [footnoteRef:12]by the deceased to receive the required medical attention. [11:  https://www.bna.bh/.aspx?cms=q8FmFJgiscL2fwIzON1%2BDk3IMhsTIfXuMnW70xf8o50%3D]  [12:  https://mirrorbah.hopto.me/news/64345.html] 

25. On 06 December 2024, another political prisoner, Hussein Ali Aman, [footnoteRef:13]died due to medical negligence [footnoteRef:14]in Jaw prison in Bahrain. Aman was one of the political prisoners who protested the death of other imprisoned political prisoners in what they described as a slow-death policy. [13:  https://www.gc4hr.org/another-political-prisoner-hussein-aman-died-at-jaw-prison-while-other-protesting-prisoners-are-at-risk/]  [14:  https://x.com/SAlwadaei/status/1864798428846543260] 

26. Shortly before his death, Aman sent a voice message [footnoteRef:15]demanding a stop to the slow-death policy of the state against political prisoners, in which the prison authorities deny many basic rights, including access to adequate and timely medical care. [15:  https://x.com/rababalaswad_83/status/1864884513970459018] 


V. [bookmark: _Hlk211005566]Solitary Confinement, Collective Punishment, and Retaliation
27. Kadhim’s death sparked a protest [footnoteRef:16]across political prisoners who are held at Jaw Prison. The political prisoners demanded to be released and obtain their rights to proper medical care, adequate recreational time away from their cells, and to obtain educational opportunities and rehabilitation programs while imprisoned. Around 500 political prisoners and other inmates have joined the protest since then under the slogan “Stop the slow death policy”. [16:  https://www.bbc.com/arabic/articles/c5yp4z10j70o] 

28. In April 2024, King Hamad Al-Khalifah issued a Royal Decree to pardon [footnoteRef:17]1584 prisoners who were sentenced for criminal and riot charges. In June 2024, the King pardoned 545 prisoners,[footnoteRef:18] and on 04 September 2024, the King pardoned another 457 prisoners,[footnoteRef:19] including 150 political prisoners. Despite the pardons, the prisoners continued to protest which led to authorities increasing restrictions against the prisoners. [17:  https://www.gc4hr.org/prominent-human-rights-defenders-remain-in-prison-after-several-royal-pardons/]  [18:  https://apnews.com/article/bahrain-king-hamad-prison-pardon-unrest-ea2774fcd876be5928c7aaa957c0a5b4]  [19:  https://apnews.com/article/bahrain-king-hamad-prison-pardon-unrest-ea2774fcd876be5928c7aaa957c0a5b4] 

29. While protesting his death (AMAN), prisoners managed to reach the electronic monitoring rooms [footnoteRef:20]and obtain many official documents. Other prisoners in different buildings have also joined [footnoteRef:21]the protests after the death of Aman, to seek an immediate response from the authorities to their demands. Security forces have since forced them out with few exceptions. Those who managed to call their families reported use of excessive force by the authorities against the protesting prisoners, including beating and deprivation of food for days. They also report that there was no possible negotiation with the authorities around the demands of the prisoners. [20:  https://nabaatv.net/archives/369981]  [21:  https://x.com/PAA_BH/status/1865855884355604964] 

30. According to the Bahrain Institute for Rights and Democracy (BIRD), protesting prisoners were subjected to cuts of electricity and air-conditioning at times of excessive heat, a ban on visits and communications, and reduction in water and food deliveries. In response, three UN special rapporteurs, on the right to food, on counter-terrorism and human rights, and on the right to health, urged the Bahraini authorities to take immediate actions to ensure the rights of detainees who are facing poor conditions. Yet, no corrective measures have been taken to date.[footnoteRef:22] [22:  https://x.com/YusufAlJamri/status/1814034077520994727] 

31. Also, there were some reports about psychological torture. A detainee at Bahrain's Jau prison has revealed in an audio recording obtained by Middle East Eye [footnoteRef:23]grim conditions at the facility, including circumstances that amount to "psychological torture". "Our situation is really bad now. Since yesterday morning, they cut off the electricity and all the means of life," the detainee, whose name is being withheld for safety reasons, said in an audio recording dating 17 July. "The air conditioning is gone. We are now sitting in the heat and darkness. We even don’t have cold water." [23:  https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/bahrain-inmates-jau-prison-psychological-torture] 

32. Families of the prisoners were alarmed about the news of deaths and riots, while they couldn’t verify the status of their loved ones because prisoners were cut off from communications. Family members organized several protests [footnoteRef:24]across the country to demand communications with their imprisoned family members. [24:  https://www.manamapost.com/news/2019149973/%D9%82%D9%88%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8F%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%91%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%86%D8%B9%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8F/] 

33. Ali Muhanna, the father of one of the protesting prisoners, Hussein Muhanna, couldn’t communicate with his son for 63 days. He then received a call [footnoteRef:25]from his son on 08 December 2024, informing him that he was severely beaten along with others by the security forces, who stormed in to end the protests. The father sent several appeals online for the authorities to allow him access to his son and went to the police station to file a complaint to no avail. Instead, the authorities have summoned him to the Sitra police station and informed him that he is charged [footnoteRef:26]with incitement to protests in front of the police station and joining an unauthorised gathering. [25:  https://x.com/AdelAlmarzooq/status/1865842726320943517]  [26:  https://x.com/a1969li/status/1866584126867824665] 

34. The use of excessive force against prisoners, who are demanding their basic rights of medical care, adequate diet, access to calls and visits, and an end to targeting people for political reasons, is reprehensible and must end.

VI. [bookmark: _Hlk211005623]Impunity and Ineffective Oversight Mechanisms
35. A report [footnoteRef:27]prepared in June 2022 by Deighton Pierce Glynn Solicitors (DPG) on the instruction of the Gulf Centre for Human Rights (GCHR),finds that: “that there are accountability mechanisms within Bahrain on paper but they are ineffective; there is no evidence of perpetrators being effectively punished or deterred, and mistreatment is continuing.” [27:  https://www.gc4hr.org/accountability-for-torture-in-bahrain-a-call-for-magnitsky-sanctions/] 

36. Despite the comprehensive system of accountability described by the Bahraini authorities, there is no mention of any cases where a perpetrator was found responsible for human rights violations. On the contrary, the authorities documented cases where officials were investigated and exonerated. Given the widespread violations documented in this report, the lack of any case where Bahraini authorities were punished is of great concern. 
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