Japan – CRC Concluding observations related to VAC

Committee on the Rights of the Child – Concluding observations on the third periodic report of Japan (CRC/C/JPN/3)  – 20 June 2010

Recommendations to Japan:
· Definition of the Child (art. 1 of the Convention)
- Reconsider its position by raising the age of marriage to 18 years for both sexes. 
· Non-discrimination 
- Enact a comprehensive anti-discrimination law and repeal all legislation which discriminates against children on any basis; 
- Take the necessary measures, including awareness-raising campaigns and human-rights education, to reduce and prevent discrimination in practice, particularly against girls, children belonging to ethnic minorities, children of non-Japanese origin and children with disabilities.
- Consider amending the Penal Code to ensure that all victims of rape, boys or girls, are accorded the same protection.

· Right to life, survival and development
- Research suicide risk factors among children, implement preventive measures, equip schools with social workers and psychological consultation services and ensure that the child guidance system does not impose additional stress on children in difficult circumstances;
- Ensure that institutions with facilities for children, public or private, adhere to appropriate minimum safety standards.
· Corporal punishment 
- Explicitly prohibit corporal punishment and all forms of degrading treatment of children in all settings by law, including the home and alternative care settings;
- Effectively implement the ban on corporal punishment in all settings; 
- Undertake communications programmes, including campaigns, to educate families, teachers, and other professionals working with and for children on alternative, non-violent forms of discipline.
· Follow-up to the United Nations Study on Violence against Children (A/61/299)
- Take all necessary measures to implement the recommendations of the United Nations Study on violence against children, taking into account the outcome and recommendations of the Regional Consultation for East Asia and the Pacific (Bangkok, 14 to 16 June 2005);
- Prioritize the implementation of the recommendations of the Study to eliminate all forms of violence against children, paying particular attention to the following recommendations:
     a) Prohibit all forms of violence against children; 
     b) Enhance the capacity of all who work with and for children; 
     c) Provide recovery and social reintegration services; 
     d) Create accessible and child-friendly reporting systems and services; 
     e) Ensure accountability and end impunity; 
     f) Develop and implement systematic national data collection and research; 
- Use these recommendations as a tool for action, in partnership with civil society and in particular with the involvement of children, to ensure that every child is protected from all forms of physical, sexual and psychological violence and to gain momentum for concrete and, where appropriate, time-bound actions to prevent and respond to such violence and abuse; 
- Provide information concerning the implementation by the State party of the recommendations of the Study in the next periodic report; 
- Cooperate with and support the Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary-General on violence against children.

· Children without parental care (art. 18)
- Investigate and prosecute those responsible for child abuse in alternative care settings and ensure that victims of abuse have access to complaints procedures, counselling, medical care and other recovery assistance as appropriate.
· Child abuse and neglect
- Strengthen current efforts to address the problem of child abuse, including by:
     a) Conducting public education programmes about the negative consequences of abuse and neglect and preventive programmes, including family development programmes, promoting positive, non-violent forms of discipline;
     b) Providing adequate protection to child victims of abuse in their homes as well as in schools.
· Education, including vocational training and guidance 
- Review its school and academic system with a view to combining academic excellence and child-centred promotion of capacities and to avoiding negative consequences engendered by an extremely competitive environment;
- Strengthen its efforts to combat bullying among peers and include children's views in the development of such measures.
· Unaccompanied refugee children 
· Take immediate measures, including through the establishment of a formal mechanism, to prevent the detention of asylum-seeking children, ensure the immediate release of all such children from immigration detention facilities and provide them with shelter, appropriate care and access to education.

· Trafficking 
· Ensure effective monitoring of measures to address trafficking, especially in children;
· Ensure that victims of trafficking are provided with assistance for their physical and psychological recovery;
· Provide information on the implementation of the action plan; 
· Ratify the 2000 Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children, supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

· Sexual exploitation 
- Strengthen efforts to investigate cases and prosecute perpetrators of child sexual exploitation and provide counselling and other recovery assistance to victims of sexual exploitation.
· Administration of juvenile justice
- Consider reviewing its legislation in relation to the minimum age of criminal responsibility by raising it to the previous age of 16 years;
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Ensure that children under the age of criminal responsibility are not treated as criminal offenders or sent to correctional centres.
· Follow-up
- Take all appropriate measures to ensure that the present recommendations are fully implemented, inter alia by transmitting them to the members of the High Court, the Cabinet, the Diet and to local governments, when applicable, for appropriate consideration and further action.
· Next report
The Committee invites the State party to submit its combined fourth and fifth periodic report by 21 May 2016.  
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