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Introduction
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

Ladies and gentlemen,

On behalf of Romania’s Delegation, as President of the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Adoption, allow me to express my privilege to participate in the 75th Session and discuss with the Committee Romania’s observance of the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
There are almost 14 years since I had the first opportunity to represent the Government of Romania in the process discussing the 2nd periodic report with the Committee on the Rights of the Child. Since then significant changes impacted the life of children in Romania.
With regards to the review of the 5th periodic report which covered the period 2009-2012 initially and updates including 2014, my statement will include a short review of the national context, the latest developments, challenges encountered and main progress registered and the Government’s priorities for the upcoming period and conclusions.

Delegation

I would like to start though by introducing the members of Romania’s Delegation which include: 
· HE Mr. Adrian Vierita, Ambassador and Mr. Albert Robu, First Secretary, Permanent Mission of Romania to the UN and other international organizations in Geneva 
and representatives of many ministries engaged in the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child:
· National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Adoption (further referred to as National Authority): Ms. Elena Tudor, Director General and Ms. Cristina Cuculas,  Head of Unit

· Ministry of Labour and Social Justice: Ms. Ioana Dumitrescu, Counsellor and Manuela Mandroviceanu, Counsellor
· Ministry of Health: Dr. Petronela Stoian, Counsellor
· Ministry of Education: Ms. Viorica Preda, Inspector General for Preschool Education 
· Ministry of Justice: Ms. Camelia Panaitescu, Judge and Ms. Ioana Mihaela Morar, Chief Commissioner for Penitentiaries, National Administration of Penitentiaries
· Ministry of Internal Affairs: Mr. Adrian Petrescu, Chief Commissioner, National Agency Against Trafficking in Persons and Mr. Marius Emilian Stoica, International Relations Office, General Inspectorate of Romanian Police.
Context

Despite challenges we faced during the economic and financial crisis which affected Romania in 2009-2013 – including the dismantle of the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child, we looked at the situation as an opportunity to develop a new vision for reform measures embedding a holistic and integrated approach, embraced by all public institutions and authorities, aiming at promoting investment in child development and well-being and ensuring the respect for children’s rights. 
When looking back to the last couple of years, since the National Authority for the Protection of the Rights of the Child and Adoption was re-established in 2014, we can see a series of accomplishments. Nevertheless, the Government of Romania made some choices which we consider important and strategic milestones for breaking the cycle of disadvantage in early years and investing in children through a preventive approach enabling to reduce risks of poverty and social exclusion:

· At policy level, a new set of strategies have been developed for 2014-2020 which intend to combine a progressive investment of the state budget with appropriate use of the opportunities provided by the EU financial instruments to support the evidence-based policy priorities addressing child poverty and well-being. Strategies that I would like to mention in this context are on Promotion and Protection of Child Rights; Social Inclusion and Poverty Reduction; Health; Prevention of Early School Leaving; Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Roma Inclusion.
· New developments or amendments of the normative framework – of which I will mention some later on – were addressing previous reform’s shortfalls or consequences of the economic crisis. 

I would like to highlight that all these policy and normative measures promote access to services, including health care, education and social services; early childhood education and reducing early school leaving; focus on the most vulnerable groups of children and their families, while aiming at reducing existing disparities, mainly between rural and urban areas and transition from institutional care (in all sectors) to community based services.
latest developments 
In line with the new vision and within the new policy framework, I would like to highlight a few of the latest developments:
· Amending the Law on adoption and development of methodological norms in 2016, by including provisions for reduced bureaucracy (fewer paperwork), transparency (on-line system with easy-to-access data base), and increased speed of procedures (real time access to data base).

· Amending and supplementing certain legal acts concerning vital records and identity documents of the Romanian citizens in 2016.
· Ratification of the Council of Europe Convention on preventing and combating violence against women and domestic violence. In this context, it is worth mentioning that in 2016 Romania became one of the two European pathfinder countries in the Global Partnership to end Violence against Children, committing to identify and operationalize initiatives to end violence against children, to deliver comprehensive, coordinated and cross-sectoral prevention and response services against violence and to support reforms within the country and in the region.

· Amending the legislation on community health nursing, as an important milestone within the efforts to ensure access to healthcare and community services for disadvantaged people, with a focus on Roma. 
· A package of secondary legislation issued by the Ministry of Labour and Social Justice, Ministry of Health and Ministry of Education addressing the rights of children with disabilities in line with the International Classification of Functioning, Disability and Health (children and youth version), including as well provisions for educational and vocational guidance of children with special educational needs, and for the habilitation and rehabilitation of children with disabilities and/or special educational needs.
· The newly established National Commission for Desegregation and Educational Inclusion coordinates actions with regards to school desegregation and higher quality education in pre-university educational establishments, according to the two legal acts aimed at preventing, combating and prohibiting school segregation in pre-university educational establishments across Romania.
challenges 
The challenges that the Government of Romania is still confronted with are mainly linked to translation of national policies into addressing effectively and efficiently the situation of children at local level . 

We acknowledge that poverty in Romania affects children and has intergenerational roots. Around 46.8% of the children were poor or socially excluded in 2015 and the share of children in this situation has remained close to half of the total child population since 2007. Considering the complexity of factors affecting child well-being, the national strategies addressing child poverty and social exclusion are outlining goals requiring an integrated national response including but going beyond income support and focus on most deprived areas, such as the rural areas.
Implementation of national policies at local level still needs to be made more effective as the capacity of local administration especially in deprived rural areas, yet weak, is lacking often qualified professionals in addressing in a preventive manner the main needs of children and their families. 25% of the rural localities and 4% of the small urban localities do not have any full-time time social worker. Children born and living in poor families and communities and other categories of vulnerable children such as children with disabilities, children at risk of separation from their families or at risk of violence, children living in deprived communities, such as many of the Roma children, still need a supportive intervention which might help to early identify and timely address vulnerabilities and risks.

As it was mentioned before, all national strategies addressing social exclusion of various groups of vulnerable children are outlining goals requiring an integrated national response to address the multiple drivers of inequality. We know that the intergenerational cycle of exclusion is perpetuated when low educational achievement and poor health severely limit the labour market opportunities that are accessible to the next generation of children. 
Another considerable challenge is related to social norms, beliefs and stereotypes manifested within the general public and sometimes by professionals themselves. Stigma and discrimination against different categories of children, as well as a general acceptance of violence against children are barriers that we would like to address more effectively. 

If to refer to violence against children, in Romania as in every other country, violence takes a wide range of forms, from violence within the family and in schools, to issues with a transnational dimension, including child trafficking and exploitation, child sex tourism and child pornography on the Internet. Several raising awareness campaigns run by the Government in strong partnership with UNICEF Romania and civil society organizations contributed to recognition of various forms of violence and, nowadays, we see an increased trend of reported cases on violence against children that can be properly addressed. 
While there are significant differences between rural and urban areas (where information is more readily available), overall there is poor knowledge about child rights, positive discipline and obligations towards children, which calls for investing in developing parents’ and caregivers’ competencies and awareness.

main progress

Despite many and complex challenges that require also long term strategies for a measurable impact on the situation of children and their families, Romania is able to highlight as well progress achieved in various areas within the new wave of reform measures:
· In order to address children social exclusion which leads in some cases to unnecessary separation of children from their families (many currently happening because of poverty and poor housing conditions) we intend to make more efficient the access to health, education and social protection.
· In this respect, all sectoral and inter-sectoral national strategies aim for the development of integrated community based services, which will determine the shift from special care protection to prevention. 
· Modelling such an integrated intervention at local level is currently on-going as part of a larger partnership developed together with UNICEF, with financial support from the Norway Grants. After some 2 years of implementation, the Minimum Package of Services, which brings together the health, education and child protection systems to support vulnerable children and their families, is showing promising results. The progressive scale up at national level of the Minimum Package of Services is now considered an effective and efficient solution to ensure synergy of efforts and effectively combat child poverty and social exclusion, promoting equal opportunities and contributing to reducing inequities so that all children can realize their full potential later in life. The National Authority in partnership with the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Education are looking for funding opportunities (EU funds or Norway Grants) to scale up the model to one of the most deprived regions (6 counties) in Romania.
· Another important step forward is represented by the prohibition in 2014 of the deinstitutionalization of children under 3 years old. Romania was one of the first countries responding to the call on preventing harmful and unnecessary institutionalization made by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and UNICEF. 

· However, the new vision for the re-packing of the child care system targets results for all children deprived of parental care: children need to enter less in the system, stay temporarily, and leave it with sustainable long-term solutions.
· The National Authority is currently developing a De-Institutionalization Master Plan based on the Child Care System study done in partnership with the World Bank and UNICEF. This Master Plan is expected to lead to closing all old-type institutions and developing family-like alternatives and community-based services for around 7,000 children. 
government priorities for 2017-2020
Recognizing that children and families in Romania are still confronted with problems that affect both their present and future, the Government of Romania is committed to channel efforts, for 2017–2020, towards: investing in early childhood, health care, quality education as well as in community based care and rehabilitation services; supporting families and carers, so as to provide the necessary basic conditions and family stability. We strongly believe this objective can only be achieved by a multi-sectoral approach and that in order to shift the balance from remedial to support and preventive policy interventions, the working streams have to be changed with community work mainstreamed in all domains and sectors. Moreover, as further policy adjustments need to be grounded on evidence related to progress of the situation of children and of protection of child rights, research and diagnosis, and monitoring and evaluation tools have to be use systematically.
Short term commitments of the Government include the following highlights:

· Creation of an Ombudsperson dedicated to children’s rights.
· Increased investment in early education including the set-up of 2.500 new crèches, kindergartens and after school settings in most deprived areas with state budget support.
· Setting up a guaranteed social package for education, with a particular approach meant to ensure equal chances for all, by providing a quality education in schools well equipped and by implementing qualification programs which will provide access to employment opportunities for all. Expanding the vocational and technological education by re-setting up professional or technological schools.
Providing equal access to quality inclusive education for the pre-university level, by restructuring the school curricula from a multicultural perspective. Implementation of prophylactic programs for children in all therapeutically areas, introducing compulsory medical check-ups for children with age between 5-9 years old through the school doctors’ network or through the doctors’ offices.
· Promoting health programs dedicated to the pre-conception and pre-natal screening, raising the capacity of the neo-natal screening services in order to early identify congenital malformations, genetic risks, as well as the early identification and treatment of the most important social diseases.
· A new law on health by the end of 2017.
· Support for the de-institutionalization reform and close by 2020 all old-type institutions and develop family-like alternatives and community-based services for children, contributing with over €5 million state budget in addition to €50 million EU funds.
· Support for the integrated approach in policy development and implementation at local level including, for example, enhanced coverage of integrated community based services at local level with main focus on the most vulnerable communities and groups of children and their families.
· Last but not least, Romania is committed to expand partnership for children in the region to ensure that Romania increasingly contributes with its experience, expertise and resources to regional and global efforts to advance child rights and child-related Sustainable Development Goals. In this context, it is also worth mentioning that contributing as a pathfinder country to the Global Partnership on Violence against Children, Romania is committed to support global efforts to address violence against children by exchanging relevant expertise and carrying out advocacy actions. 

While we acknowledge the state responsibility and accountability in progressing with the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, we strongly believe that partnerships between various institutional actors, stakeholders and beneficiaries, including children, are essential and must sustain the efforts in protecting and advancing the rights of children in Romania. I wish to take the opportunity to acknowledge and commend the contribution which the civil society and the non-governmental bodies at all levels make to the achievement of the standards set out in the Convention. Partnerships with international organizations (UNICEF, World Bank) and funding mechanisms are also vital for sustaining reform measures through knowledge generation, technical assistance and joint advocacy for increased investment or allocation of resources for children. 
Furthermore, I would also like to highlight that the recent experience in collaborating with children demonstrates that consultation with children and involving them in decisions affecting their lives goes beyond partnership. 
Conclusions

In conclusion, I would like to emphasize that Romania remains consistent in its efforts to comply with international obligations and standards in the field of the rights of the child. While acknowledging current challenges, we are encouraged both by current opportunities embedded in the strong commitment of the Government of Romania and our partners and by the availability of EU structural funds and other funding mechanisms. 

On behalf of Romania’s delegation I would like to conclude by saying that we are looking forward to the dialogue with the Committee as part of joint efforts to advancing the rights of children in Romania. 

Thank you.
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