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February 5, 2021 – June 4, 2021

This report covers the period from the end of the 86th session to the end of the 87th session. The sessions were limited and conducted online as a result of the extraordinary circumstances caused by the COVID- 19 Pandemic.
I. Activities of the Working Groups of the Committee
Working Group on Working Methods
Coordinator Mikiko Otani reports:
The WG organized the CRC specific online Induction Course for new members and renewed the draft methodology for pilot online dialogues.

Working Group on Child Rights in relation to the Digital Environment
Coordinator Philip Jaffe reports:
“It’s official - Children’s rights apply in the digital world!” Online launch of General Comment 25 of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child.                                             GC 25 on Child Rights in relationship to the Digital Environment was officially launched on line on April 24 2021 during an event organized with the 5Rights Foundation. Luis Pedernera was a recorded keynote speaker. The event drew over 800 participants.
Since then, the former and current members of the WG were solicited to take part in several events to present the GC.
a) March 25: “Unpacking the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child new General Comment 25 on Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment”. Beratung des Expert.innenlreises. Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk.

b) April 30: Overview of the General Comment no 25 on Children’s Rights in relation to the Digital Environment: Webinar, Nova University, Lisbon, Portugal.

c) May 12: A new United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment on Children’s Rights and the Digital Environment. Eleventh International Conference “Children’s Rights in the Digital Age: Should children be protected from screen exposure?” Online international Conference, University of Geneva.

d) June 8: GC 25 of the Committee of the Rights of the Child on Child Rights in relation to the Digital Environment. European Commission Informal Expert Group on the Rights of the Child, Online presentation.

Working Group on Child Rights and the Environment

Coordinator Philip Jaffe’ reports:
The WG met formally:
a) May 6: to examine the path forward on proposing that the Committee undertake a GC on the issue of child rights and climate change.
b) May 18: a proposal was put to the full Committee which in turn     requested that the WG refine the scope of the proposal
c) May 20: the WG met with outside experts and determined that the scope would remain wide for now and would be defined as the process for a GC progressed
d) June 1: the full Committee agreed to endorse the proposal for GC 26 under the working title GC 26 on Children’s Rights on the Environment with a Special Focus on Climate Change.
e) June 4: the announcement of the new GC was made public on the Committee’s OHCHRs website and on social media platforms, in coordination with UNICEF and various CSO stakeholders.

In addition, members of the WG took part in an April 16 Webinar by invitation only organized by the Association 30 ans de droits de l’enfant on Children’s Rights and the Environment. This event which included the Special Rapporteur on Human rights and the Environment, representatives from civil society and several child rights defenders examined in particular how the Committee on the Rights of the Child could focus on Climate Change within its different activities.

Media Focal Point

Coordinator Philip Jaffe’ reports:
The Media Focal Point concentrated its activity on setting up the Committee’s unofficial Twitter account which is @UNChildRights1, launched on February 12, and populating this platform with announcements regarding the Committee’s activities (e.g., the upcoming DGD, the elections of the Committee’s Chair and Bureau, the launch of GC25) and those of its members, news regarding child rights from around the world and within the UN Community. 
On June 3, the Committee’s Twitter account had 692 followers, over 12000 visitors, and approximately 200000 impressions. 
Currently the Committee has two Media Focal Points (Benoit Van Keirsbilck was designated May 18) who coordinate their activities.

Working Group SDGs

Coordinator Benyam Dawit Mezmur reports:
The WG commented on a draft statement by all treaty bodies in the context of the High Level Political Forum to be held in July 2021 and the CRC Committee joined the statement entitled:
“High- level Political Forum for the Sustainable Development Goals 2021 on the theme of ‘Sustainable and Resilient Recovery from the COVID-19 Pandemic that Promotes the Economic, Social and Environmental Dimensions of Sustainable Development: Building an Inclusive and Effective Path for the Achievement of the 2030 Agenda in the context of the Decade of Action and Delivery for Sustainable Development’ and focusing on SDGS 1, 2, 3, 8, 10, 12, 13, 16 and 17.”
Submission by the Chairs of the Human Rights Treaty Bodies March 12,2021

Working Group DGD Alternative Care

Coordinators Ann Skelton and Bragi Gudbrandsson reported:
The Day of General Discussion will take place online on 16 and 17 September 2021. Although we regret that it must be online, we do believe that this will allow for a broader and more inclusive participation. The call for submissions went out in April and the deadline for submissions is 15 June 2021. The Committee has worked with the CSO task team to finalize the draft agenda, with input from children and young people, and this will soon be made public. There have been two regional meetings leading up the DGD, one in Africa on 18 May and one in Europe on 1 June.

Working Group on the Optional Protocol on a Communications Procedure (OPIC)

Coordinator Ann Skelton reports:
The Committee welcomed the ratification on 26 March 2021 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on a Communications Procedure by Armenia, the 47th country to ratify it.  During the 87th session the Committee adopted decisions on 15 cases (4 dealing with admissibility and/or the merits, plus 11 cases discontinued). The cases were against Germany, Switzerland and Spain. The Committee has made very good progress in clearing its backlog of similar cases relating to age determination of migrant children. Since January 2021 the Committee has registered 11 new cases, 5 of them with interim measures. The Committee also approved amendments to the Working Methods regarding Individual Communications. The Committee continued to engage with states regarding two active inquiry requests and one inquiry, and is discussing modalities for streamlining its inquiry work.  Next week, on 9 June 2021, the Committee will hold an informal event with States parties to discuss the progress under the Optional Protocol.

Joint CRC/ CRPD Working Group
Coordinator Velina Todovora reports:
March 30: The WG provided proposals to the Draft II, 2021 on the last two out of three remaining Issues of the statement on protection from violence and rights in the child justice system. During the 87th session the comments of the CRPD were received and the WG will reply.

II.               Participation of Members
Several members conducted or participated in Induction Courses in English and French for incoming members of the Committee as well as attended working group meetings online.



III.		 Activities of Individual Members

 Mikiko Otani--- Chair
1. February 16-17 and April 28-29:  (online) Addressed the Practice (Procedural Rights for All Children in Justice) seminar on the Right of the Child to Individual Assessment: Training for judges, public prosecutors, probation officers, attorneys and social workers working with children in conflict with the law in Czech Republic. It was co-organized by the International Commission of Jurists, European Institutions and Forum Human Rights.
2. February 25:  Presentation online at the Roundtable on Child Rights and Migration in the Asia Region co-organized by UNICEF, ESCAP, the International Detention Coalition, Save the Children, and the UN Major Group on Children and Youth.  
3. February 28:  Featured speaker at the online Youth Forum for the UN Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice, Kyoto. 
4. March 7:  Speaker at the ancillary events of the UN Congress on "Children of Prisoners - Recent Developments" organized by Friends World Committee for Consultation. 
5. March 12:  Presentation entitled "Towards resilient Child Justice Systems in times of Crisis" organized by Terre des Hommes
6. March 22:  Addressed the online side event of the UN Commission on the Status of Women on "Promoting Prevention, Question Criminalization - Reframing Approaches to Child Marriage in South Asia" organized by FIRE Consortium.
7. March 31:  Spoke at the Asia-Pacific peer-to-peer webinar on "The Impact of COVID-19 on Mental Health" organized by the UN Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights.
8. April 16:  Addressed the webinar "Children's Rights and the Environment"- organized by the Association 30 Years of Children's Rights.
9. April 21:  Lectured on "SDGs and Children: Peace, Development and Human Rights and Child Participation" organized by Tokyo University.
10. April 30:  Virtual Presentation at the high-level conference to #EndViolence Solutions Summit Series "Prohibiting all Corporal Punishment of Children: Laying the Foundations for Non-violent Childhoods" organized by the Global Partnership to End Violence against children.

Hynd Ayoubi Idrissi
1. April 2:  Webinar on the effects of Covid 19 on mental health in the MENA region, organized by OHCHR;
2. March & April:  Training of prosecutors on the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its optional protocols;
3. Development of a study on “the Rights of the Child in Morocco during the period of confinement of Covid 19”. 
Bragi Gudbrandsson
1. February 19:  Presentation entitled Barnahus and its proliferation in Europe, delivered at the “ProChild” Online Conference, Greece.
2. March 9:  Presentation on Barnahus and child-friendly, multiagency intervention in child abuse, “Save the Children” Online Conference, Valencia, Spain.
3. March 16:  Presentation on Redress for Individuals who experienced Abuse and Neglect during Childhood Residential Care at a Workshop on “Rights Reparation for Institutionalized Children in Chile”.
4. March 17:  Presented a Comprehensive Approach to prevent Risks of Secondary and Repeat Victimisation delivered at the European Union  E-Project for Bulgaria, Italy, Greece and Romania.
5. June 1:  Spoke on the Prevention of Family Separation and Children’s Right to Protection in all forms of Alternative Care settings. Guidance from the UNCRC at the Council of Europe Regional Discussion to the UN DGD.

Philip Jaffe’ 
1. February 19:  In collaboration with Hynd Ayoubi Idrissi: Conducted a course on Child Rights organized by the Geneva Academy and the Danish Institute for Human Rights for officials of Morocco. (Les droits de l’enfant. Cours pour fonctionnaires du Maroc organisé par l’Institut danois des droits de l’homme et la Geneva Academy).
2. March 1:  Participated in a conference on the need to follow Committee guidance on the prohibition of corporal punishment. (Vers une interdiction de la violence éducative en Suisse. Dossier Punizioni coporali. Forum Genitorialità).
3. March 3:  Spoke on the participation principle of the UNCRC and Political Rights of Children and Adolescents as part of a project to inject Child rights into the new regional Constitution. (La notion de «participation de l’enfant». Conférence en ligne Projet «Constituante des enfants et des adolescent.e.s». HES SO Valais, HEP VS, CIDE- UNIGE, et al).
4. March 4:  Participated in a conference examining Child Rights and the COVID pandemic. (Les droits de l'enfant comme soutien à la résilience des enfants et des familles en temps de pandémie. Ecole Champittet, Vaud, Suisse).
5. March 24: “It’s official - Children’s rights apply in the digital world!” Online launch of General Comment 25 of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. This was the official launch of GC 25 organized by the 5 Rights Foundation.
6. March 25: In collaboration with Olga Khazova: Unpacking the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child new General Comment 25 on Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment. Beratung des Expert.innenlreises. Deutsches Kinderhilfswerk ( civil society workshop).
7. March 31:  Moderator and discussant in: “A mostly hidden drama.” Webinar on the COVID-19 impact on the Right to Mental Health. Asia-Pacific Dialogue with the United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies, OHCHR. 
8. April 13: In collaboration with L. Parein : Analysis of why the new Swiss Antiterrorism Law violates the UNCRC and amplified the message sent by OHCHR to the Swiss Government. (La loi sur les mesures contre le terrorisme et les droits de l’enfant. Conférence de presse du Comité contre l’adoption de la loi, Media Centre, Palais fédéral, Berne).
9. April 16:  Participated in a Geneva webinar series on children’s right to a healthy environment. “The new CRC Working group on child rights and the environment.”Association 30 ans de droits de l’enfant, CIDE UNIGE, & Committee on the Rights of the Child Conference.
10.  April 22: Participated in a conference on bullying under the lens of the UNCRC. (Les positions du Comité des droits de l’enfant sur le bullying. Colloque national en ligne Prévenir l’harcèlement scolaire. Association CRI Voix des victimes, Suisse).
11.  April 24:  Presented “Children's Rights: An evolving field for professionals working with and for children a continuing education course” Formation continue (8 sessions) MAS in Kinder- und Jugendpsychologie, Basel Universität, Basel.
12.  April 28:  In collaboration with Ann Skelton: Conducted a workshop on designing a media strategy for OPIC decisions for local enforcement and civil society. Master of Laws: Advanced Studies in International Children’s Rights, University of Leiden. 
13.  April 30:  Participated in a Webinar on Children’s Rights in the Digital Environment, Nova University, Lisbon, Portugal. Overview of the General Comment no 25 on children’s rights in relation to the digital environment.
14. May 6:  Moderator and Discussant in an Anglophone Africa Webinar on the COVID-19 Impact on the Right to Mental Health: Dialogue with the United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies, OHCHR.
15. May 12:  In collaboration with Olga Khazova: Presented “A new United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child’s General Comment on Children’s Rights and the Digital Environment.”- Eleventh international conference on Children’s Rights in the Digital Age: “Should children be protected from screen exposure?” Online conference by CIDE (UNIGE, HES SO VS)
16.  May 16:  Moderator and Discussant in a European Webinar on the COVID-19 Impact on the Right to Mental Health: Dialogue with the United Nations Human Rights Treaty Bodies, OHCHR.
17.  June 8:  Presentation of UNCRC GC25 to the European Commission.
18.  June 9:  Keynote presentation entitled: Emerging Child Rights Issues at the   ISPCAN Conference, Milan.
19.  June 9: Participation in an online consultative workshop on “Freedom of Thought and Neuroscience” convened by the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of Religion or Belief.


Sophie Kiladze
1. March 12: Participation with Experts on Implementation of the Code on the Rights of the Child of Georgia.
2. March 18: Participation in presentation of the new project launched by the EU and UNICEF regarding Strengthening Systems and Services for Child Protection in Georgia.
3. April 15: Event regarding Implementation of the Code on the Rights of the Child organised by the Parliament of Georgia. EU and UNICEF.
4. April 19: Meeting with Experts on Implementation of the Law of Social Work of Georgia.
5. April 29: Event regarding Supporting the Development of Social Work organised by the Parliament of Georgia and Friedrich-Ebert Foundation.
6. May 24-25: Workshop on the Code on the Rights of the Child for Regional Universities of Georgia at the request of UNICEF.
7. June 1: Campaign against Child Marriage launched by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia.

Gehad Madi
1. March 5:  Represented the Committee in a panel discussion on Human Rights Responsibilities of Armed Non- state Actors.



Faith Marshall-Harris
1. March 22 and 23:  Presentations at two virtual regional webinars targeting parents and teachers around the Caribbean: Analysis of the Convention on the Rights of a Child with particular focus on Articles 3,5,9,14,18,24,30,33 organised by the National Council on Substance Abuse (NCSA).
2. April 2:  Made a documentary for regional dissemination on the CRC with focus on Child Justice GC 24- organised by Media Houses
3. April 8:  Presentation at a webinar to launch the “Building Systems in the Americas: A dialogical study of regulatory frameworks- volume III Caribbean” organised by Inter-American Children’s Institute- Organisation of American States (IIN-OAS)
4. April 22: Spoke at an international seminar entitled “What are the Challenges and Opportunities in Monitoring the Rights of the Child in Latin America and the Caribbean- Launch of Infancia Latina organised by Tejiendo RedesInfancia en America Latina y el Caribe
5. May 6, 7 & 8:  Regional presentations on “The Access to Education and the Impact of COVID 19: the Challenges of Online Learning” organised by the Caribbean Coalition for Exam Redress.

Benyam Dawit Mezmur
1. February 5- 6:  Participated at the Experts’ Consultation on "Non-punishment" convened by the UN Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children.
2. March 1:  Presented on "SDGs and Children's Rights” at the Human Rights Council Annual Day on the Rights of the Child.

Clarence Nelson
1. Attended Working Group meetings online.
2. Represented the Committee in UNICEF WEBINARS on: Child Participation and a Follow-up Plan to CRC 84 in Samoa to host regional webinars on various issues to include Climate Change and the effect of COVID 19 on a Child Rights to Education.

    Luis Pedernera
    March 2021
1. Regional Workshop on Strategic Litigation for the Promotion and Protection of the Rights of Children and Adolescents: Use of the Third Protocol to protect the Rights of the Child, Part II- Case Studies.
2. Regional Training Sessions with specialists in Protection, Education, Partnerships, from UNICEF Latin America and Caribbean Regional Office on the new GC 25 and the Impact of the Private Sector on the Digital Rights of Children and Adolescents. 
3. Panama Launch of General Comment No.25 on Children's Rights in relation to the Digital Environment, organized by 5 Rights Foundation, London.
4. Meeting with member organizations of the World Movement for Children, Latin American chapter, on the situation in the region.
April 2021
5. Latin American Launch of General Comment 25 organized by the ALANA Institute, Brazil.
6. Launch of GC 25 organized by the Human Rights Commission of Mexico City, Mexico.
7. Launch of the Follow-up Commission of the III Pan American Forum on Children and Adolescents, Inter-American Children's Institute/ Organization of American States.
8. Speaker at the Juvenile Justice and Children's Rights Update Program, directed by Professor Mary Beloff, Graduate Program of the University of Buenos Aires.
9. Speaker at the conference: “Impact that Service Learning Projects have on the Prevention of Violence,” organized by the Educo Foundation, Spain. 

May 2021

10. Participation in the Act of constitution of the Network of Universities for Children and Adolescents, Rectorate of the Polytechnic University of Valencia.

Aissatou Alassane Sidikou
1. February:  Participated in the 2nd edition of training for the Certificate in Child Protection and Rights organised by the International Institute for the Rights of the Child - Switzerland.



Ann Skelton
1. March 4:  Presentation on General Comment 21 on Children in Street Situations, organised by the Street Children's Consortium.
2. April 16:  Participated in a Workshop on the CRC and the Environment, organised by the University of Geneva.
3. May 18:  Presentation at a Webinar entitled “Transforming care system in Africa to help frame the discussions emphasizing the importance of alternative care in Africa.”

Velina Todorova
1. February 18:  Represented the Committee at the Launch of the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC) and UNICEF.
2. March 11:  Addressed a webinar organised by the Women Major Group (a global feminist collective mandated to facilitate the participation of feminist organizations throughout the world to the UN Sustainable Development Processes) on the SDGs & CRC.
3. March 23:  Spoke to a workshop "Promoting adequate redress in the context of climate harms: What role for human rights institutions?"  co-organized by the Geneva Dialogues on Human Rights and Climate Change: the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL), the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR), Earth Justice and Natural Justice.
4. April 21:  Spoke to a regional webinar organised by UNICEF East and Central Europe region, on the Linkages and Synergies between the Complementary Roles of International Human Rights mechanisms and national IHRI/NHRI in providing accountability for Child Rights following the launch of the study “Realizing Rights, Changing Lives” .
5. February 25, March 11 and April 29:  Gave opening speeches to three online international conferences under EU programmes on Early Child Education and Health Care, Gender stereotypes and violence. Took part in several meetings of the WG - on DGD and Environmental Rights. 


Benoit Van Keirsbilck

1. March 9:  Exchange with Imma Guerras, Youth Focal point inside OHCHR, on the relations between the CRC Committee and OHCHR. 
2. March 17:  Presentation in the webinar : "Preventing Secondary and Repeat Victimisation of Child" for the South-East European Research Centre (SEERC).		
3. March 18:  Video on the key competences of professionals working with children in detention on: Monitoring Places where Children are deprived of Liberty for the IBCR..	
4. March 23:  Participation in an expert meeting on the protection of children deprived of liberty from torture and ill treatment for OMCT(?). 
5. April 8:  Presentation of the work of the Committee for the DCI(?) National sections on request of DCI(?) International Secretariat.		
6. April 15:  Presentation at the Third Committee of Experts on the Rights and the Best Interests of the Child in Parental Separation and in Care Proceedings for the Council of Europe (COE-CDENF-ISE). Topic: The UNCRC Standards and Principles and their Interpretation from a legal point of view applying to children in parental separation situations and in care proceedings, to ensure that the work undertaken by the Committee is based on these principles. 
7. April 22:  Introductory remarks during the Launch of the platform INFANCIA LATINA: Observatory for monitoring the rights of girls, boys and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean.	
8. April 26:  Conference on the role and mission of the CRC Committee and individual complaints for the Bar Association of Brussels. 
9. April 29:  Participation in a webinar on Impact of Climate Change on Children’s Rights at the request of UNICEF. 
10. May 5:  Participation in an expert meeting on “Advancing Child Rights Strategic Litigation” organised by ACRiSL: Global Study Workshop.	
11. May 12:  Intervention through a video during a preparatory conference of the World Congress - workshop in Thailand - Intervention on the Right to Education of Children in Detention.
12. May 25:  Expert meeting on the drafting of a practical guide on prevention of torture and ill treatment for children deprived of liberty organised by OMCT.


Faith Marshall-Harris
Vice Chair and Rapporteur
Committee on the Rights of the Child
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