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[bookmark: bookmark0]SPEECH BY THE HEAD OF THE DELEGATION OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION, I.V. BARINOV
IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE CONSIDERATION BY THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION OF THE COMBINED 25TH AND 26TH PERIODIC REPORTS OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION
Dear Committee members, colleagues!
In today's world, the problem of the prevention of any form of racial discrimination is becoming increasingly important. The Russian Federation values the role of the Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and takes a responsible approach to fulfilling its international obligations under the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination. Given the importance of the problem, the Russian Federation had set up a delegation composed of representatives of key ministries and departments responsible for implementing the Convention within their areas of competence. They include the Federal Agency for Nationalities, the Ministry of Sport, the Ministry of Digital Development, Communications and Mass Media, the Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare, the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Ministry of Justice, the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Office of the Prosecutor General.
The provisions of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination have been incorporated into the legal system of the Russian Federation and its application, thus becoming an integral part of the state's policy in such areas as combating extremism, countering racial hate speech, law enforcement, judicial protection, education, restoration of historical justice, combating prejudice and intolerance.
In addition, Russia is also the author of the annual UN General Assembly resolution "Combating glorification of Nazism, neo-Nazism and other practices that contribute to the escalation of contemporary forms of racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance. This document, among other things, emphasizes the important role and significance of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and your Committee.
Dear Committee Members,
The Russian Federation has historically developed as a multinational state that united all the ethnic communities that made up its composition and created the necessary conditions for their further ethno-cultural development. Russia has a unique experience of thousands of years of creating political and legal conditions for the development and peaceful coexistence of different peoples.
This, in particular, was noted by Russian President Vladimir Putin. In his speeches he has repeatedly stressed the importance of establishing lasting inter-ethnic peace and harmony in Russia and the inadmissibility of any form of discrimination on any grounds.
One of the basic principles of state national policy is the principle of preventing and eliminating all forms of discrimination on the grounds of social, racial, national, linguistic, or religious affiliation.
Article 19 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation establishes guarantees of the equality of "human and civil rights and freedoms, including regardless of race, nationality, language, origin, place of residence, or attitude toward religion," and it also prohibits any form of "restrictions on the rights of citizens on social, racial, national (ethnic), linguistic, or religious grounds.
This approach is enshrined in the Strategy of State National Policy of the Russian Federation for the period until 2025, approved by Presidential Decree No. 1666 of December 19, 2012. Its implementation is entrusted to a specialized body of state power, the Federal Agency for Nationalities Affairs, created by Presidential Decree No. 168 of March 31, 2015. The main functions of the Agency, among others, include the prevention of any form of discrimination on the grounds of race, nationality, religion or language affiliation, as well as the prevention of attempts to incite racial, national and religious hatred or enmity.
A State programme on the implementation of State ethnic policy has been developed which provides a list of measures aimed at, inter alia, ensuring equality of human and civil rights and freedoms regardless of race, ethnic background, language or attitude to religion, as well as the corresponding level of funding. Legislation establishes the powers and areas of competence of the government bodies of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation and local government bodies and their officials in the area of inter-ethnic relations. Deputy regional heads responsible for inter-ethnic relations are set up at the level of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation.
Russian national legislation is structured according to the branch principle, i.e. the entire array of normative legal acts is divided into separate branches, which include a set of norms regulating a certain sphere of homogeneous social relations by methods characteristic of them. Anti-discrimination principles and norms of a general nature, which prohibit discrimination against persons on the basis of their racial, ethnic, social, linguistic or religious affiliation, relate to human rights in a specific area - in the realization of labor rights, the right to education, the right to use one's native language, the right to enjoy cultural achievements and others. Thanks to this approach, the principle of non-discrimination extends to all rights recognized by the Constitution and legislation of the Russian Federation.
This legal framework is constantly being improved to reflect current realities and in strict compliance with the provisions of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, thus avoiding arbitrary interpretation of its norms.
In accordance with Federal Law No. 114-FZ of 25 July 2002 "On counteracting extremist activity", incitement of social, racial, national or religious discord; propaganda of exclusivity, superiority or inferiority of a person on the basis of his social, racial, national, religious or linguistic affiliation or attitude to religion; propaganda and public display of Nazi or similar attributes or symbols; public calls to commit such acts; mass production and distribution of m
A number of articles of the Criminal Code of the Russian Federation criminalize the commission of extremist crimes (Articles 282-282.3). More than ten corpus delicti include the motive of political, ideological, racial, national or religious hatred or enmity, or hatred or enmity towards any social group as a qualifying sign, which significantly aggravates responsibility for their commission and entails increased measures of criminal liability.
Article 13 of the Constitution of the Russian Federation prohibits the activities of public associations whose goals and actions are aimed at inciting social, racial, ethnic and religious discord. The Ministry of Justice of the Russian Federation constantly monitors the activities of various kinds of public associations, including for unlawful activities.
Within the framework of organization of system counteraction to extremist manifestations aimed at inciting social, racial, national and religious discord the Strategy of counteraction to extremism in the Russian Federation until 2025, approved by the Decree of the President of the Russian Federation of May 29, 2020 № 344, was adopted.
The Russian Federation is pursuing a consistent policy aimed at countering attempts to glorify Nazism, propagate Nazi ideology and other ideas or theories of superiority based on race, ethnic, religious or social origin, or which attempt to justify or promote racial hatred and discrimination in any form, and is consistently taking measures to eradicate all incitement to such discrimination. In particular, the publication of the writings of the leaders of the National Socialist Workers' Party in Germany and the Fascist Party in Italy, publications justifying or justifying national and/or racial supremacy or justifying the practice of war crimes or other crimes aimed at the total or partial destruction of an ethnic, social, racial, national or religious group, the use of Nazi symbols or symbols of organizations collaborating with the Nazis as insulting to the memory of the Nazis, and the use of Nazi symbols and symbols of organizations working with Nazi groups are prohibited by law. The Russian Federation establishes criminal liability for the rehabilitation of Nazism.
Russian authorities pay serious attention to investigating and prosecuting those responsible for inciting hatred or hostility1 on racial, ethnic or religious grounds. Law enforcement officers are regularly trained in combating racial discrimination and profiling.
The results of inspections of compliance with the legislation on combating extremism indicate that the work of law enforcement agencies to identify and suppress the facts of extremism has become more aggressive and has begun to bring more tangible results. In particular, the increase in the number of revealed extremist crimes in the subjects of the Russian Federation was largely the result of active work of the centers for countering extremism of the internal affairs bodies.
This was largely facilitated by the general measures taken by the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation to comply with the basic provisions of the Convention.
Information on the current practice of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination is constantly brought to the attention of judges and employees of the apparatus of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation. The Supreme Court of the Russian Federation publishes in Russian electronically in the departmental network of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation the decisions of the Committee based on the results of the examination of individual communications, as well as on the general recommendations of the Committee. This information is available to courts of general jurisdiction, including justices of the peace. The information contained in the annual reports of the Committee shall be brought to the attention of judges and employees of the Supreme Court. The texts of the annual reports in Russian are also posted on the departmental network of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation. Decisions of the Committee translated into Russian are also included in periodic reviews of the practice of the Supreme Court of the Russian Federation. 
The Russian Federation has established a system of effective judicial protection for every person in the event of any acts of discriminatory violation of his rights. In their activities, the courts of the Russian Federation consistently implement the principle of strict protection of the rights and legal interests of persons under the jurisdiction of the Russian Federation, regardless of race, color, descent, or national or ethnic origin, including by making direct reference to the relevant articles of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination.
Extremist crimes prepared or committed on the Internet are becoming more and more widespread.
Russian competent authorities are working to identify and block published information containing calls for activities aimed at inciting racial, national, religious hatred, propaganda of ideas of exclusivity or inferiority on any of these grounds. The Federal Service for Supervision of Communications, Information Technology and Mass Media is the authorized body in this area and takes preventive measures within its competence to prevent such activities.
In order to identify informational materials with signs of extremism, media and the Internet are constantly monitored by the procuratorial bodies of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation.
In accordance with the provisions of the Strategy of State National Policy of the Russian Federation, FADN of Russia monitors the state of inter-ethnic and inter-religious relations and the early prevention of conflict situations. This information should facilitate effective decision-making on the implementation of state policy in this area.
Particular attention is paid to the prevention of any form of discrimination, racism and xenophobia against athletes and other subjects of sport. Russian sports organizations (federations, leagues, clubs) have structural subdivisions responsible for interaction with fans and countering discrimination in sport. For example, in the Russian Football Union there is the position of an inspector for combating racism and discrimination in soccer.
But I am forced to state that today Russian sport faces unprecedented discrimination from international sports structures and organizations based on ethnicity. We regularly encounter numerous cases of all-Russian sports organizations being excluded from relevant international federations, Russian athletes being banned from international competitions on far-fetched pretexts, and the prohibition on holding such competitions on the territory of the Russian Federation.
The Russian authorities are implementing measures to combat prejudices that lead to racial discrimination and to promote understanding, tolerance and friendship among nations, ethnic and religious groups. In close cooperation with representatives of ethnic diasporas, ethno-cultural, public, youth and religious organizations, mechanisms for the prevention and resolution of inter-ethnic and inter-confessional conflicts have been created and are used effectively.
The Russian Federation encourages multinational organizations and movements, where appropriate, as well as other activities aimed at breaking down racial and ethnic barriers. Such measures are implemented through various ministries and departments. The state provides financial support for the activities of ethnic cultural autonomies and ethnic cultural centers. For example, concerts of folklore and ethnic music, folk art master classes, research and dialogue format events, and projects to preserve and develop the traditional culture of the peoples of Russia are organized.
The Russian Federation takes appropriate measures on an ongoing basis in the areas of teaching, education, culture and information, including at the regional level. In all state and municipal general educational organizations, the curriculum of primary and secondary schools includes special courses aimed at fostering in the younger generations a culture of mutual respect and a patriotic outlook, promoting traditional cultural, religious and moral values and familiarizing them with the cultural and religious traditions of the peoples of Russia, and Holocaust memorial lessons are provided.
Much attention is paid to the prevention of the spread of radicalism among young people. To this end, the Russian authorities are strengthening cooperation with educational institutions of higher education and volunteer and public organizations engaged in such work with young people. The Ministry of Education and Science of the Russian Federation coordinates the activities of educational institutions of higher education in carrying out cultural and educational activities. Centers for harmonising inter-ethnic and inter-ethnic relations, inter-ethnic friendship clubs, and tolerance schools for young people are being set up at institutions of higher education. Adaptation programs for foreign students are implemented.
The Russian Federation is home to over 190 peoples and ethnic groups who, in accordance with the Constitution and legislation, have equal rights to preserve and develop their language, culture and traditions. At the same time, the state provides additional measures of support to the small indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East (these include peoples numbering less than 50,000 people, hereinafter referred to as the indigenous peoples of the North) as well as to other ethnic minorities.
Considering the vulnerability of the traditional way of life and habitat and the small size of each of the indigenous small-numbered peoples, the Constitution of the Russian Federation and federal legislation provide a significant list of preferences and benefits to the indigenous small-numbered peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East concerning the use of natural resources and land, and measures of social support. In addition, more than 450 regional normative legal acts aimed at the social and economic development of indigenous minorities of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation (SIM) have been adopted in 28 constituent entities of the Russian Federation in which the indigenous peoples of the North, Siberia and the Far East of the Russian Federation reside.
In the three-year period from 2020 to 2023, already after the submission of the "United Twenty-Fifth and Twenty-Sixth Periodic Reports of the Russian Federation", 13 normative legal acts were adopted at the federal level in the sphere of protection of the rights and legitimate interests of representatives of indigenous minorities. Such legislative work aimed at strengthening the protection of the rights of indigenous minorities continues at the present time.
Russia pays serious attention to improving the situation of Roma and their integration into modern society.
The President of the Federal Autonomous Ethnic Cultural Organization of Roma, N. G. Demeter, is a member of the Presidential Council on Inter-ethnic Relations and of the Advisory Council on Ethnic Cultural Autonomies of the FADN. Together with the Roma FNCA a comprehensive plan of measures for the socio-economic and ethnocultural development of Roma has been drawn up and approved by the Government of the Russian Federation.
Quarterly monitoring is organized of the situation of the Roma in the constituent entities of the Russian Federation and implementation of the methodological recommendations for the executive authorities of the constituent entities of the Russian Federation and local authorities on working with the Roma population. The vast majority of Roma lead a settled way of life and are integrated into the economic, social and cultural life of society. They work in various fields of agriculture, production, services, educational and cultural institutions.
At the same time, nomadic Roma need support measures, primarily in terms of educating their children.
In particular, in order for Roma children to adapt and master the curriculum at the level of their peers, special preparatory classes are created when necessary, after which the children are integrated into regular classes without psychological or other problems.
The Russian Federation, on the basis of its historical experience, the Constitution, normative legal acts, principles of state national policy, based on the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination and this Convention, has consistently pursued a policy of maintaining lasting international peace and accord and preventing all forms of discrimination and will continue to do so.
Dear Committee Members!
In concluding my presentation, I want to say that Russian national legislation and law enforcement practice in the area of combating discrimination have many different aspects, all of which I cannot cover in such a short time. Therefore, in today's and tomorrow's meetings, my colleagues and I will be happy to provide more detailed information on those issues that will be of interest to Committee experts.
Thank you for your attention!


