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2 December 2019
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Armenia, at the Committee’s sixty-fifth session, held in November 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 54 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested Armenia to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 17 (a) and (b) and 29 (a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a seven-month delay in June 2019 (CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-fourth session, held in November 2019 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 17 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “expedite the adoption of a comprehensive law specifically criminalizing gender-based violence against women, including femicide and marital rape, in line with its general recommendation No. 19 and previous recommendations (CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/4/Rev.1, para. 23), which employs a victim-centred approach, provides for civil and criminal remedies, defines the body responsible for the implementation of the law and guarantees access to immediate means of redress and protection, including protection orders”: 
 The Committee welcomes the adoption of the Law on prevention of violence within the family, protection of victims of violence within the family and restoration of peace in the family in 2017, but it regrets that the State party does not provide information about the law. The Committee considers that there is a lack of sufficient information to make an assessment.
The Committee notes that the information provided by the State party is incomplete and fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.
His Excellency

Mr. Andranik Hovhannisyan
Permanent Representative of the Republic of Armenia
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

16 Parc du Château Banquet

1202 Geneva
Email: armenianmission@armembassy.ch
In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence”:
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party that it signed the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence in January 2018 and it made efforts for the ratification. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.  
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 17 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Provide information on the Law on prevention of violence within the family, protection of victims of violence within the family and restoration of peace in the family or other legislative measures, if any, particularly on whether the law satisfies all recommendations made in paragraph 17 (a) of the Committee’s previous concluding observations (CEDAW/C/ARM/CO/5-6);
2.
Ratify the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating Violence against Women and Domestic Violence.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “implement the newly adopted law (the Law on Human Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights) to eradicate the practice of sex-selection abortion”: 
The Committee welcomes on various measures taken by the State party to eradicate the practice of sex-selection abortion since the adoption of the Law on Human Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights. This includes seminars or trainings for medical and health staff to provide counselling for pregnant women to prevent sex–selective abortion, awareness-raising campaigns for the public and monitoring of policies and programs relating to the prevention of such abortion. The Committee also notes with appreciation on the information provided by the State party that the gap in the average female and male ratio has been decreasing from 100:111.9 in 2016 to 100:109.8 in 2017 (also, 100:115 in 2014) and it encourages the State party to continue  efforts to further decrease the gap. However, the Committee is concerned about the information that the mandatory waiting period and counselling prescribed in the law limit women’s access to safe abortion. The Committee considers that the State party took substantial steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has been substantially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds directly to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 29 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

Address the impact of the Law on Human Reproductive Health and Reproductive Rights on women’s access to safe abortion and provide information about the implementation of the law.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Lia Nadaraia
Rapporteur on follow-up
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