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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights International Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
SUMMARY:  
Chad submitted its Third Periodic Report (CCPR/C/TCD/3) under the ICCPR on 31st August, 2023 (it was published on 20th November), apparently without consulting the List of Issues Prior to Reporting (CCPR/C/TCD/QPR/3) drawn up by the Human Rights Committee in 2017.   Obviously, that document must form the basis for the List of Issues on the Report itself, except to the extent that it happens to supply answers to some of the questions raised.
It is tempting to suggest that Chad might, in view of its statements on the issue back in the early 1990’s be asked whether any applications for release on the grounds of conscientious objection have been made by serving members of the armed forces and what procedures are or would be adopted in such cases, but as the possibility remains for the moment almost certainly hypothetical, the issue does not merit inclusion in the list of issues.
Chad was part of French Equatorial Africa until 1958, when it was granted autonomy.  In 1960 it became fully independent, and was admitted as a member state of the United Nations.  Its history has been dominated by generally low-level internal armed conflict, at times erupting into full-scale civil war, with complicated links to the conflicts in neighbouring Sudan and the Central African Republic.  In recent years it has also been engaged in the struggle against Boko Haram, founded in the neighbouring part of Nigeris.
Article 4 of Ordinance No. 2/PC-CM of 27th May 1961 stated, “Every Chadian citizen is personally 
liable for military service, unless duly certified unfit.”  It is however unclear whether this ordinance or the implementing regulations of the following year were ever comprehensively applied.

In practice the only form of conscription appears to have been applied to graduates from the Ecole National d’Administration, and possibly the National College of Physical Education and Sports, who have been required upon graduation to undergo a 45 day period of military training. 
“A national law adopted in January 1991 on the reorganisation of the armed forces stated that the minimum age of recruitment (…) was 18, and that the minimum age for conscription was 20.  However the 1992 General Statute of the Army provided that a person under the age of 18 could be enrolled with the consent of a parent or guardian.

On its ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict (OPAC) on 28th August 2002, Chad made the following declaration: “The Chadian Government declares that, pursuant to article 3, paragraph 2 of the Optional Protocol, the minimum age for recruitment into the armed forces is 18 years.  Enlistment is entirely and absolutely voluntary and may take place only on a fully informed basis.”   This implies that the possibilities both of conscription and of any recruitment under the age of 18 no longer applied. 
Nevertheless, from 2007, when the Government admitted that the armed forces might have recruited and used children,
 until 2014, following an action plan agreed with the UN in 2011, Chad’s armed forces were included on the annual list supplied by the Secretary-General to the UN Security Council. There is no indication of how many children were involved; it is reported that in 2013 fourteen children belonging to an armed opposition group were demobilised,
 but no comparable figure is given for Government armed forces.  Most persons recruited as children would have continued as combatants into adulthood, and there have been no major general demobilisation programmes in Chad Small numbers of children each year continue to be reported as having been recruited by armed groups, most commonly Islamic groups allied with Boko Haram. Chad has yet to report under OPAC.
According to information submitted by Chad to the OHCHR for the Report on conscientious objection to military service prepared for the 1989 session of the Commission on Human Rights,  “Young people who, prior to conscription, declare themselves totally opposed, on account of their religious or philosophical conviction, to the personal use of weapons”  might, on application to the Ministry of Defence, accompanied by any supporting information they consider necessary, “be authorised to fulfil their military obligations either in a non-combatant military unit or in a civilian organisation performing work in the general interest.”
   In the latter case there was some ambiguity as to whether the period of service would be equal to or double the length of military service.

For the following report Chad again confirmed to the Commission on Human Rights that there was “no question of the Government opposing the possible existence of any movement of conscientious objection to military service on pacifist grounds,”
  but gave no further details of legislation or procedures.

It has not been possible to trace any more recent reference to these provisions or any reports of conscientious objectors having come forward in practice.  The same applies to any cases of serving members of the armed forces seeking release, having developed conscientious objections.
 Latest statistics

POPULATION (November 2023, estimated)

 
        
                        18,523,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19






         5.7%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
    

                              211,162
ARMED FORCES:    Active strength, November 2023  
           
                                           33,250



compared to the male population reaching recruitment age                     15.7%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2023
 
                  $372m                               
Per capita
   





                                             $20.4


As % of  GDP 






                                  2.9%
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