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Peace be upon you and God's mercy and blessings, The specialized group for victims of enforced disappearance of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.
I am Asma Abdulraheem Mohamed Othmane, the sister of the disappeared person Mohamed Abdulraheem Mohamed Othmane.
The truth is, my brother went disappeared on May 29th 2023, during the ongoing war in Sudan, in Khartoum specifically, in the city Bahri.
Since the 29th of May, we cannot contact him. We tried many procedures, including reporting to the Red Cross.
We reported on the social media channels among disappeared persons.
It’s been more than two and a half months but, unfortunately, we haven’t reached any result, 
We didn’t hear any news of him. My brother is 27 years old. He’s a young civilian. He doesn't belong to any legal or governmental entity, nor does he have any political activities. 
We lost him during the ongoing war in Sudan and sadly, no entity approached us or responded to us. 
We tried with personal contacts to move and search for him but sadly, movement in Khartoum is difficult in the current situation. It’s a very difficult experience to a family member. 
Losing a family member really affects negatively on the entire family, mentally and in general. So, I am speaking on behalf of my family because we have suffered a lot from losing my brother.
More than 2 months, we haven’t been able to reach him. More than 2 months, it’s as if our lives had stopped. 
We can’t think straight anymore because we’re always thinking about him and how we can reach him. Was he arrested? Was he in an accident? We can’t imagine. 
Unfortunately, there’s no entity following his disappearance and giving us information or instructions, which is what we need.
I noticed that on social media, everyday, there’s a large number of people who disappeared during the war, whose families were not able to find or to reach. Of all ages, gender and types of people. 
All families here are suffering from the disappearances. 
Like I said, there’s no attention to these cases of disappeared people and enforced disappearances. There’s a large number of disappearances. Until now, who are not able to communicate with entities about them or know anything about them. And this is very difficult. Personally, my family is suffering a lot as we lost my mother two years ago and now my brother. 
For my father, he is the eldest brother and losing him badly affected his physical and mental health. My siblings still ask about him but we can’t find answers for them, sadly. 
So, I reached out to all non-governmental organizations on the local, regional and international level in order to take more care into these disappearances, trying to provide help and support for the families of the disappeared persons. And by pushing the governmental entities to either evacuate the families or provide services for support. Whether it is mental, financial or logistical support, because the people who lost their families and their children who are the main pillar of the family. 
And this experience is very difficult so they need the international organizations to support by pushing the government to at least be able to find the body of the disappeared person. So that their families can reach out to them. There needs to be more attention to this because it’s a very important issue and there’s a large number of disappearances since the beginning of the war. Their families don’t have any news about them and aren’t able to contact them, not knowing whether they’re dead or alive. 
So, I hope my message is received and I wish there would be a law to criminalize these acts and what is causing these enforced disappearances, here in Sudan, because no one should disappear or have a violent incident for any reason. There’s no right. No one has the right to do that. So, I wish there was a law in Sudan to support this cause. 
My name is Asma Abdulraheem Mohamed Othmane. 
Thank you very much.
