Opening Remarks of the Head of the DPRK Delegation to the Review of the DPRK Report on the Implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

(August 12, Geneva)

Mr./Mdm. Chair
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,
The delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea appreciates this opportunity to have an interactive dialogue with you on the implementation by the DPRK of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, one of the core International Human Rights Instruments
I am convinced that the current review will be a good opportunity for a constructive and fruitful dialogue and cooperation, an occasion to share with you the implementation by the DPRK of its obligations under the Convention and to make a substantial contribution to the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities in the DPRK.
Mr./Mdm. Chair
The DPRK acceded to the CRPD in December, 2016 with a view to raising the work for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities to a higher level, ensure compliance with the requirements of the international law and enhance international cooperation in this regard.
As a follow-up to the accession to the Convention, preparatory work started for the submission of the initial report under the coordination of the National Committee for the Implementation of International Human Rights Instruments. A drafting group was formed, comprising the officials and experts of the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly, disability-related ministries and ministry-level institutions, social organizations, associations and academies, which prepared, in accordance with the general guidelines on the preparation of national reports, a draft report based on the data collected from different sectors, as well as comments and inputs of the organizations of persons with disabilities. The finalized report was then submitted to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in December, 2018 and its replies to the list of additional questions of the Committee sent in 2023..
While preparing the initial report and replies to the additional questions, we found with pride that some of the requirements of the Convention have already been translated into reality in the DPRK. The preparation process was also an opportunity for us to gain a deeper insight into the issues arising in the implementation of the Convention at the international level as well as global trends in the promotion of rights of persons with disabilities.
Mr./Mdm. Chair
The DPRK has, ever since its inception, adopted a lot of preferential measures to create necessary conditions and environment for persons with disabilities to be treated with due respect for their dignity and personality and to take an active part in the public and social activities with equal rights with others.
Having promulgated the Labour Law as early as in 1946 to provide, inter alia, for the provision of good working and living conditions for persons with disabilities, the State has made sustained efforts to perfect the legal frameworks for persons with disabilities so that they may enjoy meaningful life as rightful members of the State and society with equal rights with others.  
Specific provisions on the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities are contained in the Socialist Constitution as well as in such sectoral laws as the Education Law, the Labour Law, the Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Child and the Law on the Protection and Promotion of Women’s Rights, the Family Law, the Law on Social Insurance and Social Security, the Civil Law, the Criminal Law and the Criminal Procedure Law. 
The Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities was adopted in 2023 to replace the Law on the Protection of Persons with Disabilities which had been in force since 2003, thus ensuring socio-political, economic and cultural rights of persons with disabilities at a high level.
The revising of the law to extend the scope of regulation to cover the socio-political, economic and cultural rights of persons with disabilities and obligations of institutions, organizations and individuals to ensure those rights are a clear manifestation of the determination of the DPRK to guarantee to the fullest extent possible the rights of persons with disabilities, who are not merely recipients of care but equal rights-holders with others and full-fledged members of society.
The Korean Federation for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities was organized in 1998, entrusted with the mission to represent and advocate the interests of all persons with disabilities across the country and to facilitate their independent and full participation in society as creative human beings.
In 2016, the National Committee for the Protection of Persons with Disabilities was organized, comprising officials of disability-related ministries, ministry-level institutions and disability associations, with a mission to discuss important matters concerning the Protection and Promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities and take relevant measures.
In parallel with the above-mentioned,  national strategies for implementing disability-related programs with the active involvement of the whole country and society were developed and implemented with success, and currently, the National Strategy for the Protection of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2021-2025 is at the final stage of implementation, with a focus on such nine areas of target as rehabilitation, education, employment, cultural life, personal and property rights, barrier-free environment, accessibility to information and disaster risk reduction, monitoring and assessment.
Thanks to the increased legal and practical measures taken by the State in the disability area persons with disabilities are now fully enjoying their socio-political and economic and cultural rights, taking an active part in socio-political life and the conduct of public affairs according to their wishes, qualifications and capabilities and making significant contributions to the development of the State and society
They fully enjoy the right to vote and to be elected, to freedom of expression and opinion, to work for public institutions, to join an organization, to submit complaints and petitions and other socio-political rights as are stipulated in the Socialist Constitution and other sector-specific laws. 
A case in point is the election of deputies to Provincial, City and County People’s Assemblies held in November, 2023, where most of persons with disabilities participated in person, with some others with severe mobility impairments casting their votes at mobile ballot boxes at their homes, hospitals or sanatoriums. 
All persons with disabilities including women with impairments are elected deputies to the State power organs at all levels from the county people’s committee to the Supreme People’s Assembly, being actively involved in the legislative process of disability-related laws.
Persons with disabilities also exercise the full range of economic and cultural rights such as the right to education, health care, work and cultural life.
Under the universal 12-year free and compulsory education system all schoolchildren with disabilities are learning to their hearts’ content, a new education-aid program designed for persons with disabilities has recently been launched and other proactive measures are being taken to create conditions for them to receive the same education as others in an active and autonomous manner.
Measures are also taken to create conditions for persons with disabilities to learn, according to their choice and aptitudes, at universities and vocational schools and to make tertiary education accessible through the study-while-you-work system and distance education system. 
An effective system has been put in place for the provision of rehabilitation services to persons with disabilities and for the manufacturing and supply of prostheses, which are all offered under the universal free medical care system, contributing to the recovering and improving of their intellectual and physical abilities.
Highly specialized functional services are provided to persons with disabilities at the Munsu Functional Rehabilitation Centre, the Functional Rehabilitation Research Institute of the Korea General Red Cross Hospital, Korea Rehabilitations Center for Children with Disabilities and other rehabilitation and research centres, which have been established with the aim of raising the level of specialization of rehabilitation services, reducing functional disabilities by types and promoting the health of persons with disabilities.
Children and women with disabilities enjoy the full benefits of the socialist system of medical care through the health care provided at the Okryu Children’s Hospital, Pyongyang Maternity Hospital and other central and local maternity and paediatric hospitals, and through the telemedicine system.
The DPRK regards it as a matter of importance to provide working conditions for persons with disabilities to engage in social labour according to their abilities, so that they may lead a worthwhile life, proud of being members of the society.
Under the guarantee of the Socialist Labour Law and the Law on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, those with working abilities engage, according to the degree of disability, gender, age, physical constitution and their preferences, in work either at mainstream workplaces of their choice or at the specialized  factories and organizations for persons with disabilities such as provincial factories of ex-servicepersons with disabilities, light labour workshops, Kwangmyong (Bright Light) Factories and disability work teams.
In addition to their salaries, persons with disabilities are granted disability allowances and their families paid nursing allowances, while disability care homes, nursing homes and sanatoriums are set up in different parts of the country to provide services tailored to their needs.
Appropriate measures are constantly being taken to ensure persons with disabilities access to physical environment, public transportation, information and communications systems and to other facilities and services provided to the public, so that they may participate in society effectively and independently.
Dwellings, public buildings and spaces, roads, holiday resorts and tourism venues are designed, constructed or renovated to ensure full accessibility for persons with disabilities of different types, while passages, washrooms, lifts and seats designed to accommodate the needs of persons with disabilities are provided in the new buildings and facilities, which are Wonsan Kalma Coastal Tourist Area, Pyongyang General Hospital, Pyongyang International Airport,  Sci-Tech Complex and apartment blocks in Hwasong Area, to name just a few.
Persons with disabilities are encouraged to participate in sporting activities of their choice, while constant efforts are being made to improve disability arts to suit their sentiments and physical characteristics.
National Tournaments of Persons with Disabilities and Amateurs are held in spring and autumn every year under the auspices of the Korea Sports Association of Persons with Disabilities in such events as table-tennis, tennis, swimming, shooting and archery. Persons with disabilities are encouraged to take an active part in these activities not only to promote their health but to enhance their sense of belonging, foster self-respect and integrate in society more actively.
What is worthy of special note in this regard is the organization of the National Paralympic Committee of the DPRK in October, 2011, its full membership of the International Paralympic Committee in November, 2013 and successful participation of our persons with disabilities in London and Rio Paralympics in 2012 and 2017 respectively and subsequent international sports tournaments. 
Korea Arts Association of Persons with Disabilities organized with the mission to realize the artistic dreams of persons with disabilities provide them specialized training according to their wishes and aptitudes in different clubs.
Members of the Arts Association gave performances not only at home but abroad, with a case in point being the performance tour they had in Europe in 2015 and 2017, where they gave full play to their talents and potentials leaving a deep impression on the audience for their faces bright with happiness of having realized their dreams. 
Tangible achievement has also been made in enhancing public awareness of persons with disabilities.
Mass media have been actively involved in making the talents, feats and potentials of persons with disabilities widely known and public enthusiasm for supporting them was raised through various activities including the establishment of disability support fund.
On June 18 every year, the National Day of Persons with Disabilities, colourful events are organized at the national level in the form of art performances of persons with disabilities, joint celebrations, photo shows and exhibitions and the same goes for December 3, the International Day of Persons with Disabilities, all these being important occasions in enhancing public awareness of persons with disabilities and treating them with respect to their dignity. Activities held on these two occasions are given wide coverage by leading newspapers, radio and TV.
Mr./Mdm. Chair
Since its accession to the Convention, the DPRK has directed close attention to strengthening exchange and cooperation with all countries, international organizations and persons that are friendly towards the DPRK, while making every possible effort for the faithful implementation of its obligations under the Convention 
Cooperation has been actively promoted with diplomatic missions and international organizations in the DPRK, as well as with disability-related international organizations like the International Federation of Persons with Disabilities and the World Federation of Deaf in the areas of rehabilitation, education, employment and cultural life for persons with disabilities. Sincere efforts have been made to establish and maintain cooperative relations with international organizations and to boost exchange with them in the area of disability, the typical instance of which is the visit to the DPRK by the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in May, 2017.
Mr./Mdm. Chair,
People-first is the most important policy adhered by the DPRK in its activities. In accordance with this policy rights and interests of people are given top priority and genuine human rights are ensured, resulting in the realization of people’s ideals and dreams.
In recent years alone a large number of modern dwelling houses are built in the capital city of Pyongyang and rural areas every year to be provided free to people, while huge projects aimed at narrowing down the distinctions between the capital and provinces, urban and rural areas are strenuously pushed ahead despite manifold difficulties.
Daily provision of free dairy products to all children across the country and annual provision of school uniforms and materials to all students are given priority as an undertaking of national importance, and children without parents are taken into the care of the State entirely at its expenses.
When some parts of the country were hard hit by typhoon and floods last year, children and elderly people as well as persons with disabilities in the disaster-affected areas were all brought to the capital city, where they stayed several months, having a good time and receiving recuperation services, education and other preferential treatment at the expense of the State. 
This fact alone suffices to testify to the people-centred nature of the DPRK as well as the validity and vitality of its policies for the protection of persons with disabilities.
Despite this undeniable reality, the U.S. and the West are persistently conducting anti-DPRK smear campaigns with all falsities and fabrications, preposterously finding fault with our human rights protection system and trying in vain to create a negative image of our human rights situation.
The delegation of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea would like to call your attention to the fact that such vicious manoeuvres of the hostile forces aimed at overthrowing the socio-political system of our State, the reliable guarantor and promoter of the independent rights and wellbeing of our people pose a serious threat to the enjoyment by our people of their human right, which constitute heinous crime against humanity.
Mr./Mdm. Chair
To the DPRK, human rights mean sovereign rights.
The DPRK will frustrate all manoeuvres of the hostile forces and further consolidate people-centred socialist system of ours, where people’s rights as the masters of the society are fully ensured.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The DPRK will continue to implement policies and measures for the protection and promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities, by effectively materializing the ideal of people-first policies in all spheres of public and social activities and make a positive contribution to the global efforts for the protection of persons with disabilities.
Thank you.
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