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Distinguished Chair and Committee members, ladies and gentlemen, 

On behalf of UNICEF, I would like to start by welcoming the newly elected members and commend the entire Committee on continuing carrying out its functions in the difficult circumstances imposed by the pandemic and keeping child rights high on its agenda.
 
I will now share some highlights from our recent work on children with disabilities. 

In 2019, UNICEF scaled up disability-inclusive programmes, supporting 1.7 million children with disabilities across 142 countries. Overall figures from 2020 are being compiled and will be available soon.

In 2020, UNICEF worked to implement inclusive education programmes, supporting 115 countries to strengthen laws, policies and plans on education for children with disabilities, as well as providing 100 countries with disability-inclusive education materials. The COVID-19 pandemic posed a threat on education worldwide, thus UNICEF increased its efforts to support inclusive distance learning for every child.

In humanitarian settings, in 2020, 44 per cent of UNICEF responses systematically provided disability-inclusive services related to accessibility, identification and participation. Across 56 countries, approximately 53,275 children with disabilities were reached with psychosocial support to face the effects on mental health of the COVID-19 pandemic.

UNICEF strengthened its work on social and behaviour change communication in 2020, addressing stereotyping, stigmatisation, harassment, bullying and prejudice against children with disabilities.

UNICEF worked to ensure that water, sanitation and hygiene services are inclusive of children with disabilities. Based on estimates, in 2020 it reached approximately 829,956 persons with disabilities globally, particularly in humanitarian situations, aggravated by the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF also provided 36,087 girls and women with disabilities with menstrual hygiene management services.

UNICEF worked with partners to scale up provision of assistive devices and accessible products in emergency kits, reaching 152,844 children with disabilities, surpassing the target of 95,200 by 2021.

UNICEF was actively engaged in the development of the United Nations Disability Strategy and is supporting its dissemination and implementation since 2019, triggering organisational change towards increased disability inclusion.

Renewed efforts will be made to counter the negative effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, and ensure that children with disabilities are not left behind. We look forward to working closely with the Committee towards this goal.

Thank you once again for  this opportunity.
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