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1. Assalamualaikum.  The Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines expresses its sincere gratitude to the UN CEDAW Committee for the opportunity to present its views on the occasion of the State’s review. 

2. The Commission acknowledges and welcomes the passage of key legislations protecting women and girls’ rights, and recognizes the State’s increased ranking from 19 to 16 in the Global Gender Gap Index. However, the Commission remains concerned with the persistent and continuing challenges in the de facto enjoyment of women and girls’ human rights. 

3. The Commission is concerned about the recurring pattern of WHRDs facing baseless charges and later being acquitted. These acquittals are welcome developments, but it does not  erase threats to security and liberty, the trauma inflicted, and the impact of the pattern of criminalization. Thus, the Committee may seek commitment from the State to strengthen accountability against malicious prosecution and other human rights violations, ensure the expeditious resolution of WHRDs cases; and the review and amendment of the Anti-Terror law and EO 70;

6. On access to justice and de facto enjoyment of rights, the Commission is concerned that crucial legislations on women’s human rights remain pending. The Committee may urge the State to review the 3rd party consent in accessing SRHR services and the continuing criminalization of abortion; to expedite the passage of the law on divorce,[footnoteRef:1] Magna Carta of Workers in the Informal Economy (MACWEI),[footnoteRef:2] the HRDBill, the Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Bill[footnoteRef:3] and the SOGIE Equality Bill, pending for 23 years.  [1:  The Philippines remains the only state in the world without a Divorce law. Despite the fact that several divorce bills have been pending at the Committee levels of both Senate and House of Representatives (HOR), legislators experience strong opposition from the catholic church and religious communities, making it difficult to garner support.]  [2:  Mangaluz. J. Magna Carta for Informal Workers pushed anew in the house. Inquirer.Net. 23 November 2022. https://newsinfo.inquirer.net/1696985/magna-carta-for-informal-workers-pushed-anew-in-house (last accessed 7 September 2023).]  [3:  There are currently several pending bills before Congress advancing an Adolescent Pregnancy Prevention Act that would give adolescents and youth access to modern contraceptives even without their parents’ consent. As of writing, Prevention of Adolescent Pregnancy Bills pending before the Senate have been approved by the appropriate committee and submitted to the plenary.] 


7. We also call for the passage of the CHR Charter for full compliance with the Paris Principles.

8. On the resistance in the implementation of the law prohibiting child marriage and the Safe Spaces the Committee may urge the State to ensure full implementation of these laws;

9. On the provision of effective remedies, while the State has issued a directive, concrete updates have yet been provided on the State’s compliance with the Committee’s views on the Malaya Lolas. The Committee may urge the State to provide compensation for KTV and RPB, and swiftly deliver remedies for the Malaya Lolas.

10. State responses to GBV fall short in addressing the specific needs of survivors, especially those with intersecting identities and vulnerabilities. The perpetuation of gender-based myths and stereotypes among duty bearers lead to biased treatment and victim-blaming. The Committee may urge the State to institutionalize survivor-centered, and intersectional responses to GBV; to act with due diligence in responding to cases of GBV, ensure accountability of duty bearers; and enhance support for women with disabilities and other community women; 

11. The Commission has worked with survivors of trafficking, indigenous women and girls, women with disabilities, adolescent girls, women in the informal sector, women deprived of liberty, women and girls in street situations, solo parents, LGBTQI, and migrant workers - all recommend the need for the State to ensure critical participation and recognition of the sector. The Committee may urge the state to ensure critical and meaningful participation of marginalized groups of women. 

12. Finally, the COVID-19 pandemic exacerbated the impact of the existing inequalities, thus, the State is urged to: institutionalize and localize gender-responsive and intersectional responses to health crises and other emergencies and to Institutionalize access to services and information;

13. In sum, as the Commission on Human Rights of the Philippines, we emphasize the imperative for the State to heed the voices of the marginalized women and girls we have tirelessly advocated for. The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the urgency of inclusive, gender-responsive, and intersectional approaches to crises. We earnestly implore the Committee to urge the State to commit to these vital measures - ensuring the critical participation and recognition of all sectors of women and institutionalizing gender-responsive and intersectional responses to future emergencies. It is our shared responsibility to build a society where every woman and girl, regardless of their background, enjoys the full spectrum of human rights and freedoms.  Masha Allah. Thank you and Mabuhay!
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