National Federation of Organisations of Persons with Disabilities of Gabon (Fédération Nationale des Associations des et pour 

Personnes Handicapées du Gabon -FNAPHG)

Submission to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in response to the list of issues on Gabon, 14th session, August 2015

Introduction
Last April, the National Federation of Organisations of Persons with Disabilities of Gabon addressed the Committee on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) in Gabon. 

Established in 2002 and regrouping 14 organisations of persons with disabilities, the objectives of the Federation are, among others, to:

•
Regroup organisations of persons with disabilities for more coordinated action;

•
Coordinate the activities of organisations for better dissemination of information, building cohesion and solidarity through action ;

•
Eliminate and fight against all forms of disability based discrimination.

It is important to highlight at the outset that Gabonese legislation has not yet been harmonised with the Convention and, to date, there is no indication that these efforts will be undertaken.

The Federation calls for three principal actions through this submission: 

· Adoption and implementation of legislation in line with the Convention

· The establishment of the National Committee on Insertion of persons with disabilities (Comité d’insertion des personnes handicapées) following the revision of its membership 

· The establishment of reliable statistics and data collection concerning persons with disabilities in order to enhance policies concerning them.

The present submission aims to provide responses to some of the questions which the Committee directed to the government in the adopted list of issues (April 2015).  These responses complement the presentation which we gave to the Committee last April.

Responses to questions of the list of issues and proposed recommendations

Definitions (article 2)

1.
Please clarify why the terms ‘reasonable accommodation’ and ‘universal design’ are absent from the report and if a legal definitions exists.

Concerning the notions of reasonable accommodation and universal design, they are absent in provisions of Law 19/95 of 13 February 1996 as well as in the executing texts of this law on the social protection of persons with disabilities.

The expression « appropriate modification » (« aménagement approprié »)
 is used in this law but without any definition.  In Article 13 of this law, it is foreseen that appropriate modifications must be made for building construction or for public pathways.  This shows that the adoption of terms in line with the Convention has yet to take place in Gabon, i.e. there is not yet an awareness about all the rights of persons with disabilities and not only those limits which concern physical accessibility.
Further, there are no draft bills which include either reasonable accommodation or universal design, and neither the recognition that the denial of reasonable accommodation constitutes disability based discrimination.  The failure of this recognition is clear evidence of a lack of political will to harmonise legal texts with the Convention, in particular to prevent and combat discrimination of persons with disabilities

Proposed Recommendation: 

Harmonise existing legislation and include the concepts of reasonable accommodation and universal design in accordance with Article 2 of the Convention, taking into account all rights and all sectors of law.  Further, conduct training for personnel of the public administration reasonable accommodation and its concrete implementation, and promote the application of universal design, in particular by including it as a criteria for public procurement procedures. 

General obligations (art. 4)

2.
Please provide information on consultation and active involvement of persons with disabilities, including children, youth, women, older adults, and indigenous in particular from rural areas, in policy making and about the ‘monitoring and assessment commission’ on social development. 

Organisations of persons with disabilities, notably the Federation, are neither consulted nor involved in the drafting of legislative or regulatory texts.  A Commission of monitoring (« commission de contrôle et de surveillance ») for social development has not yet been put into place while the National Commission of Insertion of persons with disabilities (« Comité National d’insertion des personnes vivant avec un handicap ») still has not been established- no member has been appointed.  The Federation asks that certain provisions of this decree be revisited in order for persons with disabilities to become genuine actors of this Commission- we ask that the permanent secretariat of this body include persons with disabilities.

Concerning general obligations such as those outlined in Article 4 of the Convention, no measure of legislative, administrative nature have been implemented and the rights recognised by the Convention have not been put into place.  Consultation of children, youth, older persons and particularly in rural areas has not been effected. 

The charity approach imbues current policies and colours the views of decision makers.  The negative view of persons with disabilities notably touches albinos and indigenous persons as well as women from these two groups.  No concrete measures have been taken to eliminate this approach

Proposed recommendation:

Ensure the consultation and participation of persons with disabilities, namely children, youth, women, older persons, indigenous groups and albinos and those particularly from rural areas, in decision making including with respect to laws, regulations, the implementation of public policies.  Further, revise Decree 152 on the National Commission of Insertion of persons with disabilities and provisions regulating the Commission of Monitoring for Social Development, in order to guarantee that consultation and participation of persons with disabilities is effected in practice.

Non-discrimination (Article 5)

3.
Please provide information on measures taken to bring national legislation in line with the Convention and demonstrate the application of the Convention’s articles into domestic law, including the elimination of stigmatising terminology, in particular to refer to persons with psychosocial disabilities (“aliénés”- “insane”) and the adoption of the human rights model of disability in legislation and policies.
Law, decrees continue to be discriminatory and use derogatory language.  For example in Article 281 of the Civil Code, it refers to « mad people » (« aliénés »), and many legal texts use terms such as « incapable persons » (« incapables ») and « inadapted persons» (« inadaptés »). 

The absence of remedies, sanctions and measures to eliminate disability based discrimination means that discrimination continues at school, at the workplace, in recreation and leisure… For example the Labour Code (law 3/94 of 21 November 1994 and revisions thereafter) provides for four articles concerning employment of persons with disabilities but does not foresee any form of sanction in case of non-compliance. 

Proposed recommendation :

- Engage in a process of harmonisation of all laws with the Convention and ensure legally enforceable rights inviolable before courts.  Conduct training for court staff, judges, and other public agents responsible for applying the law and upholding non-discrimination. 

Women with disabilities (art. 6)

6.
Concerning the recent launch this April of the Decade of Women in Gabon 2015-2025, what programmes and actions are planned to address the rights of women and girls with disabilities across the country and how are they and their representative organisations actively involved in and closely consulted on the design of programmes and actions and their monitoring and evaluation?

8.
Please provide updated information regarding the review of provisions that discriminate against women and the steps being taken to ensure that the National Strategy on Equality and Gender Equity (“Stratégie Nationale d’Egalité et d’Equité de Genre”) mainstreams the rights of women and girls with disabilities across all actions and sectors.

Concerning women with disabilities, they are not taken into account in the implementation of national policies concerning women.  As evidence, during the launch of the decade of women of Gabon (2015-2025) last April, women with disabilities and their representative organisations were neither involved nor consulted.  

At the national level, a decree was adopted to reorganise the coordination office of the strategic plan on Emerging Gabon (decree 0048/PR of 12 January 2015), persons with disabilities and in particular women were neither involved nor consulted. 

Proposed Recommendation: 

Adopt a twin track approach to women with disabilities including with respect to public policies on the rights of women by adopting specific measures, for example by including them in the Decade of Women of Gabon (2015-2025), guaranteeing the consultation and involvement of women with disabilities in the conception, follow up and evaluation of public policies concerning them such as the National Strategy on Gender Equality and Equity.

Children with disabilities (art. 7)

9.
What concrete steps have been taken since 2002 to implement the recommendations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child to  “Review the situation of children with disabilities in terms of their access to suitable health care, education services and employment opportunities”; “Allocate adequate resources to strengthen services for children with disabilities, to support their families and for training of professionals in the field; “ and “Sensitize the population to the human rights of children with disabilities“ (CRC/C/15/ADD.171, 2002, paras 50(b), 50(c) and 50(e))?

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            Despite the many Constitutional provisions concerning children’s rights and ratification of the CRC, there are still challenges to implementation of these measures.

Children with disabilities living in rural areas face numerous barriers – they have little access to services to ensure their development, protection and participation in the community.

The lack of access to information and means of communication is particularly an obstacle for deafblind children.  Deaf children are deprived of education in the rural regions.

Further, children with disabilities are stigmatised and exposed to exclusion due to the fact that they are not always registered at birth.  Often parents do not want to recognise their existence and do not expect them to survive. 

Proposed Recommendation : 

Adopt urgent measures to address the situation of children with disabilities, in particular support to parents to help them promote their development and reach their full potential and for their participation in the community, including financial support, access to community based services and accessible information including in rural regions.  Further, to establish mechanisms for children to express their views and to be heard on all issues concerning them.  

Awareness raising (art. 8)

11.
What initiatives have been conducted, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities (DPOs), targeting the general public, persons with disabilities, DPOs, the media, employers, health and educational professionals to foster the human rights model of disability and to overcome entrenched gender and disability stereotypes?

Besides some action taken during specific days, there is no visible action to date.  There is no training for public sector nor the judicial system. 

Proposed Recommendation: 

In consultation organisations of persons with disabilities, conduct awareness raising campaigns on the rights of persons with disabilities, including albinos and indigenous persons, and the human rights based model of disability based on the Convention, targeting the general public, and in particular persons with disabilities themselves, the media, employers, education and health professionals, among others, in order to combat negative stereotypes of persons with disabilities.  Further, abstain from financing private campaigns, led by foundations for example, which reproduce and reinforce negative images of persons with disabilities.  

Accessibility (art. 9)

12.
Please provide an update on what is being done to: promote accessibility to public and private institutions; to implement legislation and practical application of accessibility in public buildings; and to ensure accessibility to the wider built environment, in particular for new buildings and constructions, information and communication technology, and transportation. 

Accessibility is addressed by Article13 of the law of 1995 of 13 February 1996 on the social protection of persons with disabilities, as well as of decree 3 fixing accessibility standards, yet persons with disabilities continue to face obstacles due to inaccessible buildings, equipment and transport.  Accessible formats are not addressed at all despite the development of new technologies and communication.  It is particularly a concern that accessibility is not complied with while the country is currently developing.  This failure and neglect to comply with accessibility standards constitutes violations of fundamental rights with an impact on the autonomy, employment and participation of persons with disabilities in social life. 

Proposed Recommendation :

Take steps to ensure that public procurement procedures take into account and are conditioned by compliance with accessibility standards.

Equal recognition before the law (art. 12) 

14.
Are there plans to repeal domestic laws to abolish substituted decision making and guardianship regimes and to introduce supported decision-making for persons with psychosocial disabilities and all other individuals with disabilities? 

Legal capacity in Gabon is limited for persons who are under guardianship or trusteeship.  The exercise of their rights is dependent on representation by a third party as foreseen by Articles 640 ; 641 and 642 of the Civil Code.

The person under trusteeship can perform certain acts with their guardian. 

In terms of access to justice, due to lack of procedural accommodations – such as the absence of sign language interpretation, absence of accessible formats of legislation including the Constitution, Penal Code, Civil Code, and the absence of training of police, lawyers, judges, and others, persons with disabilities are impeded in participating in proceedings on an equal basis with others, and to seeking and obtaining redress.

Regular training for all actors of the justice system and the adoption of guidance and regulations regarding obligation of rendering the environment and processes accessible and on the respect of legal capacity is urgently needed.  Further it is another challenge that many persons with disabilities do not have an identity card which is another obstacle to engaging with the justice system.

Proposed Recommendation :

Repeal Article 618 and other provisions of the Civil Code which restrict or deprive legal capacity to persons with disabilities, and repeal substituted decision making regimes (guardianship, trusteeship etc) and in its place introduce supported decision which respects the rights, will and preferences of the individual concerned in accordance with Article 12 of the Convention- in particular the right to give and withdraw individual consent for medical treatment, access to justice, right to vote, right to marry, work, among others. 

Liberty and security of the person (art. 14)

15.
Please provide information on the number of persons who have been involuntarily detained in institutions on the basis of their impairment

The government recently amended the framework of criminal law.  Yet organisations of persons with disabilities were not consulted.  Concerning police custody, we have no information on whether there are any specific measures for persons with disabilities.

Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse (art. 16)

18. What kind of project is in process to do a new law on the violence against women and to ensure women and girls with disabilities are involved in its drafting?

19. Could you provide information on services for persons with disabilities, who are victims of violence, included rural areas, and the training of police, judges, social workers, health specialists and others people working with those victims of violence in order to improve the awareness of the rights of persons with disabilities?

It is difficult to give precise information on this provision concerning persons with disabilities due to reasons given above. No law exists on violence against women in Gabon, even if the CEDAW Committee recommended to the State Party in March 2015 to elaborate without further delay an entire law on the violence against women, and to make sure that civil society will participate in the drafting of new legislative provisions relating to the elimination of discrimination against women.

Proposed Recommendations:

-
Adopt a law on the violence against women including women with disabilities, which refers to the CEDAW Committee’s recommendation of March 2015

-
Establish complaints and information systems to address this phenomenon of violence

-
Set up services for victims of violence

-
Conduct training for civil servants, who are working on this subject, including in the justice system, police, health and others.
Liberty of movement and nationality (art.18)

20. Could you give to the Committee figures concerning the number of person with disabilities who were not registered after birth and who do not have any name or nationality?

In Gabon, except for some cases in rural areas, children are registered up until three days after their birth. Children are all registered and receive a name, unless their parents have kept them hidden as having a child with a disability is thought to be a shame or a curse.

Nevertheless, it seems that children from indigenous people do not have any birth certificate.

Proposed Recommendation

-
Take immediate measures in order to collect data on children with disabilities and ensure their birth registration.

-
Ensure that a positive image on persons with disabilities should be delivered in the national media in order to help family concerned accepting their children without shame

Living independently and being included in the community (art. 19)

22.
Please provide information about plans to develop community-based services aimed at enabling persons with disabilities to live and participate in the community with choices equal to others.

No projects have been planed to develop services in order to ensure persons with disabilities can live in the society and participate to the society in equality with the others. At this level, persons with disabilities must count on themselves to get some support. Moreover, there is no recognition, including financial recognition, for the help coming from the family by the State.

As mentioned previously, there are kinds of ghettos, in which persons with disabilities are living with their families at risk and illegally and segregated from the community.

Proposed Recommendation

- Develop an action plan at all state levels to ensure the access to facilities to support living and inclusion in the community; the plan should give to persons with disabilities access to sufficient financial resources and provide facilities accessible to persons with disabilities and avoid segregated housing.

Freedom of expression and access to information and communication (art. 21)

23.
Please provide information on the availability of mass media to persons with disabilities in accessible and usable formats such as braille, sign language, and easy read and the steps being taken to officially recognise Gabonese Sign Language in the law.

In Gabon, the mass media is not accessible in all formats and to everyone. During news programs, the translation in sign language is only available on Sunday and for a couple of minutes with incomplete information. For blind persons, no official texts are available in Braille such as the Constitution or the Electoral Code.

Proposed Recommendation:

-
Officially recognise Gabonese sign language

- 
Introduce in all teaching programmes for trainers: sign language, Braille and other means of communication

Respect for the home and family (art. 23)

24.
What steps are being taken to revise the Civil Code and remove the restriction for persons with psychosocial disabilities (“aliénés interdits”) from marrying on an equal basis with others?  In addition, what support measures exist to ensure that mothers of children with disabilities are not stigmatised?

The Civil Code still restricts the right to marry; article 204 states that: “the interdicted insane are not able to marry except during lucid intervals, and with only upon the authorisation of their guardian and after the favourable opinion of a psychiatrist or if not possible, a doctor”. This interdiction reflects denial of legal capacity of persons with disabilities, which does not respect article 12.

This current situation stands in the way of fulfilling the obligations of parents of children with disabilities. They are confronted daily to economic difficulties, barriers in accessing services and must struggle against negative images of persons with disabilities.

According to the recommendations by the Committee for the Rights of Children in 2002, Gabon should have adopted measures to allow parents of children with disability to access a certain number of supports. Nevertheless, no measures have been taken and this question is still unknown.

Proposed Recommendations

-
Remove legal restrictions on the right to marry for persons with disabilities, including persons with psychosocial and/or intellectual disability, by repealing article 204 from the Civil Code

-
Take measures to ensure the support and guidance to parents of children with disabilities in order to avoid the family separation or the isolation for children

Education (art. 24)

25.
Please provide information on the number of children with disabilities in public state schools at both primary level and secondary levels, as well as clarification regarding medical examinations that determine the degree of impairment and the enrolment of the child in a state school.  In addition, please clarify the provision of reduced school fees for children with disabilities and the provision of free state school education. 

26.
Please provide updated information on progress made to include children with disabilities into mainstream education and on efforts to train teachers. Specifically, please include disaggregated data on inclusion at all levels of education and according to type of impairment.

There are no data collected by the State. Law 19/95 of 13 February 1996 on the organisation of the social protection of persons with disabilities in its Article 7 specifies that “children and adolescents with disabilities are subjected to the obligation to go to school and the State shall multiply special schools for the blind and the deaf mutes, following the dissemination of Braille writing.”  Thus, this act favours segregation over inclusive education. Already in 2002, the CRC Committee had recommended the State Party to adopt the measures allowing students with disabilities to attend regular schools. 

In its 2008 study, the World Federation of the Deaf noted the existence of three schools for deaf persons in Gabon: a public school and two private schools. Sign language and oral language are both taught. The World Federation of the Deaf highlighted that the teaching in the public school is inappropriate because it employed an oral teaching method instead of sign language utilised by the private schools. 

Since 1985, the National School for the Hearing Deficient Children (ENEDA) has not evolved. The primary cycle is the only one ensured. At its end, the students cannot pursue secondary studies, due to the lack of appropriate welcoming structures. All this contributes undoubtedly to the marginalisation of this vulnerable group of society. Hence, it is no surprise to witness the lack of inclusion of this group of persons with disabilities today. 

Proposed Recommendation

-
Repeal article 7 of law 19/95

-
Adopt an action plan on inclusive education, in consultation and with the participation of DPOs; on the closure of specialised institutions and the extension of students to schools more appropriate, with strong objectives and measurable relevant indicators, and ensuring the provision of reasonable accommodation.

-
Ensure comprehensive training to all teachers on inclusive education.

-
Develop and commit resources to inclusive education, in particular for deaf children.

Health (art.25)

27.
Please provide information on access to public health education and health services, in particular, community-based health services, including HIV/AIDS and sexual and reproductive health services, including in rural areas.

The issue of health is a big challenge for Gabon not only for persons with disability but for the population as a whole.

In Gabon, a lot of factors limit the access to healthcare for persons with disabilities. Consequently, specific measures are necessary in every component of the health system as the legislation for health does not protect persons with disabilities against discrimination in access to all health services, including sexual health.

At this stage, persons with disabilities (children, older persons, indigenous, albinos…) are completely ignored by programs on sexual and reproductive health and programmes for prevention of HIV/AIDS. For example, the awareness raising campaigns on these topics are not provided in sign language nor are they translated in Braille.

The views of wider society is that persons with disabilities have no sexual life, are less exposed to mistreatment, violence or rape than persons without disabilities. Therefore, there are less victims of infections by HIV/AIDS.

HIV-positive persons with disabilities, whatever their age, have less access to centres for AIDS screening and to obtain treatment for their needs and the staff are often unskilled to take care of children and adolescents with disabilities.

Numerous adolescents with disabilities do not have access to primary information on sexual education. An education on sexual and reproductive health and sexual relations is rarely included in school programs. When it exists, children with disabilities do not have an access.

The State has the obligation to educate in order to help vulnerable populations to be able to face up to dangers which threaten the society, such as promoting maternal health and preventing child mortality, family planning and preventing early pregnancies in rural areas.

Proposed Recommendation

-
Adopt measures to ensure the access of all persons with disabilities, including those from rural areas, to health centres and services and to information for health care and treatments in accessible formats, including on sexual and reproductive health.

-
Ensure accessible information and policies for persons with disabilities concerning every stage of HIV/AIDS and treatment.

Work and employment (art. 27)

29. Please provide updated information on the implementation of Act No. 19/95 and any other measure aimed at promoting the employment of persons with disabilities. Please include information on monitoring compliance and enforcing sanctions, as well as information regarding the certification of persons with disabilities as being fit for employment.

Work and employment of persons with disabilities (Article 27 of the Convention) is regulated by the Acts 19/95 on the protection of persons with disabilities and 3/94 of 21 November 1994, and the subsequent texts.

The reality is that despite these texts, the proportion of persons with disabilities that work today leans toward zero. In addition, this proportion is only observed at Libreville. Persons with disabilities from other areas of the country are simply disregarded.

There is no measure that allows those persons with disabilities that have a degree and/or training to access justice when they are victims of discrimination on the basis of disability. For instance, a group of young persons with disabilities, who finished university, applied to the Ecole Normale Superieure. Because of their disability, they were finally eliminated not even taking into account the results they obtained. In the same line, having finished a master in laws, applied for a job and having obtained an agreement online, a young person with disabilities was rejected on the basis of disability once the first face to face meeting took place.

It is important to note that no amendment has been made to the existing legal texts, including the denial of reasonable accommodation as a form of discrimination on the basis of disability, with respect to the workplace in favour of workers with disabilities and to sanctions in cases of discrimination in line with the CRPD.

Proposed Recommendation:

Adopt legislative and administrative measures to reinforce the legal protection of the right to work and employment of persons with disabilities, including amendments to current laws such as the Act 19/95, the establishment of effective remedies and the inclusion of the denial of reasonable accommodation as a form of discrimination on the basis of disability.

Participation in political and public life (art. 29)

32. Please provide information on measures envisioned to revise the Electoral Code and to eliminate discriminatory provisions that restrict the right of persons with disabilities to vote, including those subjected to “interdiction” or any other kind of deprivation of legal capacity.

Within the Electoral Code of Gabon (Act 07/96 of March 12 1996), whose last amendment dates from 2011
, there are provisions pertaining to all political elections. Among them, we still find provisions that exclude persons with disabilities and there are no plans to repeal them. 

According to Article 26, “they are ‘electorally incapable’ and cannot be registered in the electoral list: (…) 7°) interdicted or minors under guardianship and the adults under guardianship”.

Proposed Recommendation:

Repeal all provisions that restrict the right to vote of persons with disabilities. In addition, ensure the accessibility of all places of election as well as all election materials, including those of political parties.

Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (art. 30)

31. What policies are in place to support sports associations for persons with disabilities?

Participation in cultural and recreational life, leisure and sport (Article 30 of the CRPD) constitutes a challenge for persons with disabilities.

In Gabon, sport is practised in secondary schools and colleges. Persons with disabilities are usually declared incapable, even if the physical activity could constitute a powerful vector to promote respect. The lack of adapted equipment constitutes an important barrier.

Encourage persons with disabilities to participate in sport and recreational activities with all their colleagues is not only an issue pertaining to the change of attitude. It is a right recognised in the CRPD.

Statistics and data collection (art. 31)

33. What measures and timetable are in place to systematically collect data disaggregated by sex, age, disability, indigenous identity (such as pygmies) and geographic location in order to enable the State party to fulfil its obligations under the Convention?

The absence of reliable demographic information impedes having an equitable policy in favour of persons with disabilities in Gabon. In this regard, it is difficult to know exactly the number of persons with disabilities in the country. Official data only concerns reduced samples of this group of the population. 

At the national level, the studies undertaken about persons with disabilities are very scarce and the numbers do not allow a deep analysis on issues related to the socio-economic and cultural characteristics of persons with disabilities. Even worse, data published are far from reality and do not take into account the rural areas of the country.

The existing information usually comes from isolated surveys, on specific subjects, and sometimes from national surveys, addressing certain aspects of their existence.

Among the studies undertaken, we can refer to the “general census of persons with disabilities by the Ministry of Social Affaires in 1997” and the “general census on population and housing” that covered all the country in 2003 and brings certain information on the number of persons with disabilities estimated in 26790 (by then). Men represented 14507 (54,2% of persons with disabilities) and women 12283 (45,8%).

We note that the census from 1997 has not provided any result because it was undertaken only in Libreville.

Proposed Recommendation:

Adopt the necessary measures to improve the data information system, particularly in its aspects related to persons with disabilities, in consultation with and with the active involvement of organisations of persons with disabilities.
International cooperation (art. 32)

34. Please provide information on the implementation of the eight Millennium Development Goals in relation to persons with disabilities.
The involvement of persons with disabilities and the consultation with their organisations on the implementation of the Millennium Goals for development which was focusing on persons with disabilities could have been useful taking into account the needs of persons with disabilities and their families, in particular in low income sectors of the population, where the systems of protection and promotion of rights do not seem enough.

To date, there is no reference to persons with disabilities in the Millennium Goals nor in the directives, policies, programmes and conferences that are part of the efforts for their realisation. Even less in the implementation of the Human Development Strategy.  

Proposed Recommendation:

Ensure that all programmes funded by international cooperation are inclusive and accessible to persons with disabilities, including those directed to the implementation of the goals of the Post 2015 Sustainable Development Agenda. 

National implementation and monitoring (art. 33)

35. Please provide information on the measures to establish the National Committee for the Integration of Persons with Disabilities (foreseen in Decree No. 152/PR/MSNASBE of 4 February 2002). Could you please clarify the role of this Committee in relation to article 33 (1) of the Covenant?

In connection with the implementation and monitoring of the CRPD at the national level and Article 33, no action has been undertaking to the date.

In application of Act 19/95 of 13 February 1996, the Decree No. 152/PR/MNASBE of 4 February 2002 has been adopted. It foresees the creation of the National Committee for Insertion of Persons with Disabilities.

Among its mandate, we observe the submission of annual reports and to make recommendations on concrete measures to improve the life conditions of persons with disabilities. But, unfortunately, no member of this Committee has been appointed to the date. No appointment of any focal point for CRPD implementation has been done either. No appointment of any coordination mechanism has taken place. Furthermore, no independent monitoring mechanism has been created and, of course, persons with disabilities and their organisations have not been invited by the State to participate in any monitoring activity or task.

The Federation believes that the implementation of the Committee foreseen by the Decree 152 could be a good starting point for the implementation of the CRPD, which the country has signed and ratified without any constraint.

Proposed Recommendation:

Review the provisions establishing the National Committee for Insertion of Persons with Disabilities, included in the Decree 152/PR/MNASBE of 4 February 2002, in order to ensure the meaningful participation and involvement of persons with disabilities in the design, implementation and evaluation of public policies that concern them, and to effectively put in place the Committee. In addition, adopt an independent monitoring mechanism in line with Article 33(2), ensuring the participation of persons with disabilities in monitoring.  

� Article 13 de la loi 19/95 du 13 février 1996 portant protection sociale des personnes handicapées.


� Ordonnance n°009/PR/2011. 





PAGE  
2

