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BRIEFING ON IRELAND FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
71st session, January 2016
From Dr Sharon Owen, Research and Information Coordinator, 
Global Initiative, sharon@endcorporalpunishment.org
This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment of children in Ireland since the submission of our briefing for the List of Issues.  We are delighted to confirm that Ireland has now prohibited corporal punishment in all settings, including the home.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Ireland’s third/fourth report, will:
· welcome the abolition of the “reasonable chastisement” defence in Ireland and recommend that all measures be taken to ensure implementation of the prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings, including the home.



1 Prohibition of all corporal punishment in Ireland
1.1 On 11 November 2015, the Irish Parliament adopted the Children First Act 2015, which explicitly repeals the common law defence of “reasonable chastisement” of children. The Act amends the Offences Against the Person (Non Fatal) Act 1997 by inserting a new article 24A: “(1) The common law defence of reasonable chastisement is abolished….” The new law came into effect on 11 December 2015.
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