Ireland CCPR Review
Introductory Statement by Ambassador Gaffey

Madame Chair, Members of the Committee, members of civil society,

It is an honour to say a few words at the outset of Ireland’s fifth review by the Human Rights Committee. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]At this difficult moment globally, it is important to recognise that the Human Rights Committee plays a vital role in the protection of human rights across the world.  It is the essential monitor of States’ implementation of the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights. Human rights have a central place in Ireland’s domestic and foreign policy, and we are strongly committed to upholding the standards of the ICCPR. 
We warmly welcome the active engagement of civil society throughout the review process, and I would like to note the strong representation here today of civil society representatives who have travelled from Ireland for the review. Engagement with civil society will be equally important as we follow up on the issues raised in the review today and tomorrow.
We are proud of the steps we have taken, and continue to take, to safeguard civil and political rights in Ireland.  There have been important developments in recent years, and we approach this review in a wholly constructive spirit, recognising that there is room for further improvement. We also recognise the valuable role that Treaty Bodies have played in highlighting human rights issues in Ireland in the past, and helping create the impetus for change.  We look forward to hearing the Committee’s views, and stand ready to provide comprehensive answers to your questions.
Our commitment to this review process is demonstrated by the broad high-level delegation who have travelled to Geneva to participate. I am particularly pleased to welcome our Head of Delegation, Minister for Children, Equality, Disability, Integration and Youth, Roderic O’Gorman, who will now provide updates on some key developments in Ireland.
I thank the Committee again for their participation today, and now pass the floor to Minister O’Gorman.
Thank you.

