Dear members of the CRPD Committee, the Committee Secretariat, dear colleagues,

Thank you for the opportunity to address you today. My name is Nadia Hadad and I am speaking on behalf of the European Network on Independent Living – ENIL. We are a user-led cross-disability network, promoting the right of all disabled people in Europe to live independently and being included in the community.

We are pleased that the Committee is adopting the list of issues for the European Union during this session. We are very concerned that so much money is still going into institutions for disabled people, when so few disabled people in the EU are able to live truly independently, with personal assistance, accessible housing and other types of support. We feel that no lessons were learned during the COVID pandemic. In fact, the funds given to EU countries to deal with the consequences of COVID will be used to build more institutions. 

We are also worried about the constant attempts to water down the right to independent living. Many service providers have adopted the language of human rights, but the services they provide are very far from what we are entitled to under the Convention. We are concerned about the many ways that providers of residential services try to attract funding – from disabled people, their families, local and national governments – by claiming that they provide opportunities for independent living. There are still so many financial incentives to put disabled people into institutions, and so many vested interests – as opposed to independent living.

We are wondering what will happen to disabled people stuck in Ukraine’s institutions. Will they survive this war? Or disabled people who cannot leave their buildings, or get on buses or trains to leave the country and reach safety. 

We are also wondering what will happen once disabled people reach Poland, Romania, Moldova, Hungary, or the Baltic countries – none of these countries are able to ensure that disabled people get the support they need to live in the community. We heard last week at one of our events that Moldova will put children from orphanages who managed to escape Ukraine into now empty orphanages in their country. Is it not possible to identify foster families for these children? What is being done in Poland, Romania, Hungary and other EU countries to ensure access to personal assistance for disabled refugees who need this type of support?

We hope that the discussion between the Committee on the Rights of the Child and the CRPD Committee, also on the agenda of this session, will result into an agreement and a call for each child to be provided with a chance to grow up in a family. Delaying this decision only means that children will continue being placed in institutions.

At ENIL, we are disappointed with the lack of progress in deinstitutionalisation – which has pretty much stopped during COVID. We carried out research on the role of EU funding in supporting DI globally and have found that, by and large, deinstitutionalisation initiatives are not being funded. And, where they are being supported, deinstitutionalisation consists of moving people from large into small institutions. For this reason, we welcome and look forward to the CRPD Committee guidelines on deinstitutionalisation. We expect the European Union to adopt its own guidelines on independent living next year, and it is important that the Committee guidelines provide a blueprint on what is, and what is not, compliant with the Convention.

Dear members of the CRPD Committee, the Committee Secretariat – you have a busy session ahead at a very challenging time. At ENIL, we look forward to contributing to it and will make sure that we continue supporting you in your important work.

  
