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Introduction
The 3rd periodic report of Cambodia on the State’s compliance with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) was reviewed by the UN Human Rights Committee (the Committee) at the Committee’s 3850th, 3852nd and 3854th meeting session in 9, 10 and 11 March 2022. As the result of the review, the Committee issued its Concluding Observations (CCPR/C/KHM/CO/3) with recommendations to the State party. The Concluding Observations also states in paragraph 45 that “In accordance with rule 71, paragraph 5, of the Committee’s rules of procedure, the State party should provide, relevant information on its implementation of the Committee’s recommendations made in paragraphs 9 (corruption), 35 (freedom of expression) and 39 (political participation).”
This information is presented by Mother Nature Cambodia to facilitate civil society assessment of the implementation of follow-up recommendations by the State party and more effectively contribute to the Committee’s follow-up procedure. The following information provides the Committee with reference to State actions “that are contrary to or have results or consequences that are contrary to the recommendation of the Committee or reflect rejection of the recommendation”[footnoteRef:1]. [1:  Note by the Human Rights Committee on the procedure for follow-up to concluding observations, CCPR/C/161, para 21.] 


Organizations 
The following information is submitted my Mother Nature Cambodia with the support of Right Livelihood[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  https://rightlivelihood.org] 



I. Corruption 
In July 2024, the Cambodian government imprisoned five of Mother Nature Cambodia’s (MNC) core leaders imprisoned for raising issues of corruption and environmental destruction. These colleagues — Ly Chandaravuth, Thun Ratha, Phuon Keoraksmey, and Long Kunthea are imprisoned for six years, while Yim Leanghy is imprisoned for eight years.  All five were charged and convicted of “plotting” against the government for their actions between 2012 and 2021 to expose government corruption in exploitation of natural resources.
Five more MNC activists – Sun Ratha, Binh Piset, Rai Raksa, Pork Khoeuy, and Alejandro Gonzalez-Davidson, were sentenced in absentia. The charges of “plotting” are farcical and fabricated since MNC only seeks that environment destruction stops, and corrupt officials and their business cronies be held accountable. 
These five colleagues exposed illegal marine sand mining and corruption in the export of that sand to Singapore; illegal and destructive river sand mining for national construction projects;  illegal forest clearance from nature preserves in Koh Kong and elsewhere; the backdoor land deals that enrich powerful interests while destroying the future of our communities and environment; and corrupt arrangements allowing foreign fishing fleets to plunder Cambodian waters. The message is clear: in Cambodia today, challenging corruption gets you arrested, not protected.
The Cambodian government has not taken sufficient action to implement the recommendations of the Committee and must immediately quash the prison sentences and release all five detained Mother Nature Cambodia activists and quash the convictions of the remaining five convicted in absentia. The State must also ensure impartial and effective implementation of the Anti-Corruption Act and hold government officials accountable for criminalizing environmental and anti-corruption activists exercising their rights to speak freely, form independent groups and associations, and publicly protest. Demand independent investigations into corruption tied to illegal land seizures, logging, sand dredging, mining, illegal fishing, and pollution and destruction of natural areas.
The state has not adopted and implemented effective laws and regulations to ensure real whistle-blower protections and full transparency in land and resource deals.
The Anti-Corruption Act is not seriously enforced because such enforcement is constantly thwarted by those with political influence and connections, resulting in weak enforcement. There is also no serious system of whistle-blower protection. 
The State claims it wants to tackle corruption, but instead it arrests those who uncover it. If the Cambodian government is serious about meeting this recommendation, it should stop targeting civil society group members who are exposing malfeasance and illegal exploitation of natural resources.
II. Freedom of Expression
Instead of protecting the right to freedom of expression, the Cambodian State has responded to peaceful environmental advocacy by criminalizing it. Since 2021, the authorities have escalated legal and judicial harassment against members of Mother Nature Cambodia, using charges such as incitement, plotting, and lèse-majesté. 
In July 2024, five of our members were sentenced to six to eight years in prison for their nonviolent environmental work.[footnoteRef:3] These convictions were widely condemned by international human rights organizations as politically motivated and unjust.[footnoteRef:4] The use of criminal law to punish peaceful expression began years earlier and has continued despite international concern, including early reporting on lèse-majesté charges in 2021.[footnoteRef:5] While a few activists were released on bail in late 2021[footnoteRef:6], the broader pattern of intimidation and prosecution has not stopped.[footnoteRef:7] As of July 2025, several members remain in prison for exercising their fundamental rights.[footnoteRef:8] [3:  Cambodia: Environmental Activists Sentenced to 6 to 8 Years | Human Rights Watch]  [4:  Conviction of Mother Nature activists is a blatant attack on activism | Front Line Defenders]  [5: Cambodia charges environment activists with insulting the king - BBC News]  [6: https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/cambodia-courts-release-six-environmental-rights-defenders-affiliated-with-mother-nature-on-bail-after-widespread-criticism-from-csos-and-international-community/#:~:text=Sun%20Ratha%20and%20Yim%20Leanghy,conviction%20on%20incitement%20charges]  [7:  Outrage as Cambodian court convicts activists for inciting ‘social chaos’]  [8:  Cambodia: Mother Nature Activists in Prison One Year | Human Rights Watch] 

These actions demonstrate that the State’s approach to implementing its obligations under Article 19 of the ICCPR has been one of repression, not reform. Peaceful environmental advocacy continues to be treated as a criminal offense rather than a protected form of public participation. The use of criminal laws such as “incitement,” “plotting,” and “insulting the monarchy” to imprison young environmental defenders must end. 
The State has not repealed laws used to criminalize legitimate dissent, including the Law on Associations and NGOs (LANGO), which continues to restrict our ability to organize since Mother Nature Cambodia was abruptly and arbitrarily de-registered by the Ministry of Interior in 2017. Authorities have also not stopped using the courts as tools of repression.
Latest Update 2025: The newest CIVICUS Monitor report shows Cambodia’s single-party authorities weaponizing border tensions to criminalize commentary, silence journalists, and jail peaceful critics. Civic space is rapidly shrinking under abusive laws and politicized courts. Urgent international scrutiny is needed to protect fundamental freedoms and Cambodia’s civil society.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  https://monitor.civicus.org/explore/cambodia-authorities-criminalise-commentary-and-reporting-on-border-conflict-and-prosecute-and-jail-critics/
] 


Conclusion
We speak as Cambodian youth on the front lines of the struggle. We have watched corruption destroy our rivers and lands, and seen our peers jailed for demanding change. We speak with urgency because our future depends on it. For every day these abuses continue, more people suffer – families lose their homes, forests vanish, and our democratic hopes fade. The government must make a clear choice: continue down the path of repression or heed the cries of its young citizens and build a country of justice, transparency, and real democracy.
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