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Excellencies
Distinguished colleagues
L adies and Gentleman

| am very pleased to welcome you to the Uhite
Nations Office in Geneva for the fiftieth sessioh tbe
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination agsti
Women.

Let me start by stating that as a Brazilian wonach &
women’s rights activist, | am very proud that megs$ident,
Dilma Rousseff, was the first woman to open the &bain
Assembly’s main annual debate in its 66 year hystor
President Rousseff told world leaders that womennamw
occupying the place they deserve in the world. §Sheed
that: “For the first time in the history of the United
Nations, a female voice opens the general debkitis. the



voice of democracy and equality, reverberating fribms,
which has the commitment of being the most reptates
podium in the world. It is with personal humilityt with
my justified pride as a woman, that | meet thistdnis
moment.” | know that as members of the CEDAW
Committee, we were also justifiably proud of this
momentous occasion.

| would also like to pay tribute to Nobel Laureate
Wangari Muta Maathai, a champion in the global
environmental and women'’s rights movement who hast
battle with cancer recently. The Secretary-Geneailed
Maathai a globally recognized champion for humaynts
and women’s empowerment and a pioneer in articugati
the links between human rights, poverty, environtaen
protection and security. Her death has left amgapihole
among the ranks of women leaders and her passatpss
not only for Kenya and Africa, but the entire world

Distinguished Colleagues,

It has been a little more than two months esioar last
session ended. | wish to update you on the stdtubeo
Convention and Optional Protocol, and also highlggme
of the activities that | have engaged in as Chasqe of
the CEDAW Committee and other issues that may be of
interest to the Committee.

Turning to the Convention, | would like to repadnat
the number of States parties remains at 187. Pafzantly
signed the Convention on 20 September. In addition,



Singapore partially withdrew its reservation widspect to
articles 2 and 16 of the Convention. The amendrtettie
Convention currently has 64 Contracting Stateserdlare
102 States parties to the Optional Protocol.

Following the forty-ninth session, | attended acegl
capacity-building training seminar organized by thain
American and Caribbean Committee for the Defence of
Women’s Rights (CLADEM) in Quito, Ecuador, which
focused on national and international strategigdtion in
the context of the International Covenant on Ecaopm
Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination againgfomen
and its Optional Protocol, as well as the Inter-Aigan
system. At the seminar, | spoke about the complain
mechanisms available under the Optional Protocakels
as the new decision of the Committee relating tad?itel
v. Brazil, the first case relating to the Latin Amean and
Caribbean region on issues of health and maternal
mortality.

| will additionally be addressing the Third Comradt
on 10 October where | will report on the Committee’
activities. | will also engage in an interactivialdgue with
the Third Committee for the first time. My addresd be
circulated to the Committee shortly.

Committee Members have also been involved In
CEDAW related activities as well as other panel
discussions and seminars relating to women'’s isisulesth



their capacity as members of the CEDAW Committeg an
in their personal capacities.

Ms. Patten participated in a training seminar for
parliamentarians in Turkmenistan from 11 to 17 Astgu
and will be participating in another one at the @&fdhe
month in Budapest.

Ms. Patten and Ms. Simonovic participated in a mock
CEDAW session in Oman from 13 to 17 September. Ms.
Simonivic will also be attending a treaty-body
strengthening meeting focusing on petitions unider t
Optional Protocol on 29 October organized by thendan
Rights Treaties Division.

In September, Ms. Schulz participated in meetings
with the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affauith
respect to gender issues and humanitarian afespecially
internally displaced persons. Ms. Schulz alsoi@pHted
in a television programme on gender equality issimes
Switzerland, which will be aired on channel TSRRastly,
she gave an interview at the Swiss Conference old&e
Equality Delegates on knowledge transfer in thdd fief
gender equality. | would also like to congratuldfes.
Schulz on her recent appointment by ECOSOC to the
Board of Directors of the United Nations Researcid a
Social Development Institute.

Ms. Popescu was invited by the University of Bilisto
Law School to participate in a high-level semirvainjch
was held on 19-20 September, on ImplementationNf U



Treaty Body Concluding Observations: The Role of
National and Regional Mechanisms in Europe. Ms.
Popescu spoke on the role of the treaty bodigsatticular
CEDAW, in following up on concluding observations.

Ms. Gabr participated in two workshops — one on
mission planning, implementation and managemeikan
the other on combating human trafficking in peaqep®rt
operations. Both workshops were organized by tieoC
Centre on Training on Conflict Resolution and
Peacekeeping in Africa in September. With respeette
later, Ms. Gabr delivered a statement on the ptiote of
women and potential trafficking victims in her cajpa as
chairperson of the National Coordinating Commitiae
Combating and Preventing Human Trafficking.

In the same capacity, Ms, Gabr also met with NGOs
on their role in the protection of women from treiing,
and participated in a national television program o
combating trafficking in human beings and the bom
of victims of trafficking, especially women. AsGEDAW
expert, Ms. Gabr also participated in a nationaMsion
program on the political participation of women dhdir
role in society.

Ms. Zou was invited by UN Women to the Expert
Group Meeting entitled “Enabling rural women’s econc
empowerment: institutions, opportunities and pgraton”,
which was held from 20 to 23 September in Accraatizh
The outcome of the meeting will be presented abtife
session of the Commission on the Status of Womarghw



will consider the topic of empowering rural womerda
their role in poverty and hunger eradication, depaient
and other challenges as its priority theme

Ms. Awori just returned from Zimbabwe where she
gave a presentation on the CEDAW Convention and its
Optional Protocol, as well as on securing womenisiéin
rights during times of change. The training semimnas
organized by UN Women, UNDP, the OHCHR and the
Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission.

In this regard, it is noted that the Committeethegt
last session, started drafting a statement on woalen. It
IS hoped that the Committee will finalize the staémt at
this session so that it can be adopted in time tiher
upcoming CSW session in February 2012.

| would kindly ask those Committee members who
participated in panel discussions, seminars andxjpert
meetings during these past few months to pleaseid@o
copies of your statements to the Secretariat dalties can
be circulated to the Committee during the session.

Distinguished Colleagues,

We have a very full, but interesting agenda dutimg
session. The Committee will consider eighth pegodi
reports, several of which are initial reports. iDgrthe first
week, the Committee will consider the reports of &dm
Paraguay, Montenegro, and Mauritius, and during the



second week, the Committee will take-up the repofts
Lesotho, Chad, Kuwait and Cote d’lvoire.

The Committee will also consider cases under t
Optional Protocol to the Convention. It is notldttat the
last session, the Committee adopted recommendations
relation to the admissibility and merits of three
communications: Pimentel v. Brazil, Komova v. Bulga
and Abramova v. Belarus.

* In Pimentel v. Brazil, the Committee found that the
State party had failed to secure the safety during
pregnancy and childbirth of the daughter of thdaut
in contravention of the obligations contained itcée
12, in relation to health, in particular pregnarsyd
childbirth; article 2 (c), in relation to accessjuistice;
and article 2 (e), in relation to the State’s odlign to
exercise due diligence.

* In Komova v. Bulgaria, the Committee found that the
State party failed to provide the author with effife
protection against domestic violence, in breach of
article 2(c), (d), (e) and (f), which embodies toee
obligation by States parties to address all asjpdcts
their legal obligations under the Convention tqees,
protect and fulfill women’s right to non-discrimitian
and to the enjoyment of equality; in conjunctiornhwi
article 1, and article 5 (c) in relation to dischiation
against women and social and cultural patterns of
conduct; in conjunction with article 16(1) in redat to
to discrimination in marriage and family relatioasid



general recommendation 19 of the Committee on
violence against women.

* In Abramova v. Belarus, the Committee found that
actions by State agents constituted sexual haragsme
and discrimination within the meanings of articles
and 5(a) of the Convention and general
recommendation 19 of the Committee on violence
against women.

The Committee will additionally discuss the draft
general recommendation on the economic consequehces
marriage and its dissolution with a view toward @ttty it
at our next session. The Committee will alsoulsahe
progress of the draft joint CEDAW/CRC general
recommendation on harmful practices and the stiHttlse
draft general recommendation on the human rights of
women in situations of armed conflict and post Gonf |
will also present to the Committee a concept paper
access to justice.

The Committee will moreover consider reports and
information received under its follow-up procedur@
concluding observations and will discuss workinghoés
within the context of the on-going discussions oeaty-
body strengthening.

We will furthermore meet with many non-
governmental organizations, representatives ofonali
human rights institutions and parts of the UN fgnahd
other organizations. | would like to pay partieuidbute to



these stakeholders who provide such valuable iimpoitour
work.

The Committee will also hold meetings with the
Human Rights Committee, and the Working Group on
Discrimination Against Women in Law and Practice.

Colleagues and friends,

| also would like to take this opportunity to
congratulate Mr. Jakob Schneider who was recently
promoted to Secretary of the Committee on Migrant
Workers. Mr. Schneider has been a member of ¢ine c
Secretariat team working with CEDAW for many years.
His expertise has always been very much appreciaved
only with respect to the Convention but the Optlona
Protocol as well. We wish you, Jakob, the beduok in
your new functions.

| also would like to convey that Ms. Jaising infaun
me that she will not be able to attend this session

At this juncture, | would also be delighted to hear
from Committee members who have represented the
Committee at official meetings or undertaken waglated
to the activities of the Committee.

Thank you very much for your attention.




