THE FIRST REPORT ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE UN CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA– OPENING STATEMENT
Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Excellencies, Distinguished representatives of civil society, I am Saliha Đuderija MA, Assistant Minister for Human Rights and, as the Head of the Delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, I have the honour and pleasure to acquaint you with due attention which, in the past period, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a member of the UN and State party to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, paid to the Convention. The Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities came into force for Bosnia and Herzegovina in April 2010 and ever since Bosnia and Herzegovina has been working on the implementation of its provisions in the legal system of Bosnia and Herzegovina with a view to promoting and protecting rights of persons with disabilities.  Bosnia and Herzegovina submitted its first Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina in February 2013, following the guidelines on the form and content of reports to be submitted by States parties under Article 35, paragraph 1 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. The report was prepared in cooperation with the governmental and non-governmental sectors and representatives of the BiH Council of Persons with Disabilities. In addition, in early March we submitted answers to the list of issues in relation to the initial report sent by the  Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in October last year. 
Before we begin the presentation of the document I want to introduce the delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, consisting of:
· Lucija Ljubić, Ambassador in the BiH Permanent Mission to the UN Office in Geneva 

· Dijana Tabori Dorović, the First Secretary of the BiH Permanent Mission to the UN Office in Geneva
· Tijana Borovčanin-Marić, Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees, a member 

· Zoran Dobraš, Chairperson of the BiH Council of Persons with Disabilities, Chairperson of the RS Coordination Committee of Organizations of Persons with Disabilities, a member on behalf of the BiH Council of Persons with Disabilities and a representative of organizations of persons with disabilities,
· Elvira Bešlija, the first Chairperson of the BiH Council of Persons with Disabilities, Chairperson of the FBiH Council of Persons with Disabilities and Secretary General of the FBiH Alliance of Paraplegics, People Suffering from Polio, a member on behalf of the BiH Council of Persons with Disabilities and a representative of organizations of persons with disabilities 

· Ermin Terko, Ministry of Civil Affairs, a member
· Dobrica Jonjić, FBiH Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, a member
· Esma Palić, FBiH Ministry of Labour and Social Policies, a member
· Nataša Stevanović, BiH BD Department of Health and Other Services, a member
· Rajko Kličković, RS Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, a member
Mr. Haris Bešlija is a personal assistant to Ms. Bešlija and our interpreters are Ms. Roksanda Mičić and Professor Amira Sadiković PhD, without whom, the communication and dialogue with the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities would be quite difficult.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION
Bosnia and Herzegovina ratified the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and Optional Protocol and the Convention entered into force for Bosnia and Herzegovina on 11 April 2010 (Official Gazette of BiH - International Agreements no. 11/09).

Article 35 of the Convention, obliges States parties to submit “a comprehensive report on measures taken to give effect to its obligations under the present Convention and on the progress made in that regard“.
As a competent Ministry, the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina coordinated drafting of the first Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and answers to the list of issues in relation to the initial report.   

The documents have informed you about the situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the enhancement and promotion of rights of persons with disabilities, which comprehensively cover a wide range of cross-cutting rights. 
PROCESS OF DRAFTING THE REPORT
The Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina coordinated activities during the preparation of the first Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina. This included sending a questionnaire tailored to individual articles of the Convention to all relevant institutions at all levels of governance in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The structure of the first Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in BiH follows the guidelines on the form and content of reports to be submitted by States parties under Article 35, paragraph 1 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, adopted by the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at its second session held in October 2009 in Geneva. 
After a compilation of answers received, a draft was prepared that was submitted to the competent authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which had had provided the answers, for comments. A final draft Report was posted on the web site of the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees together with an open call for public consolations. After the completion of the consultation process and obtaining the necessary favourable opinions, the Report was submitted for adoption.

SUMMARY REPORT
The first Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in BiH is based on the information provided by relevant institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the information included in their annual reports and statistical bulletins. As it is the first Report on the Implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the report includes a background on Bosnia and Herzegovina, constitutional structure and basic cross-departmental policy and legal documents governing rights of persons with disabilities u Bosnia  i Herzegovina. 

PROGRESS ACHIVED
Both the Report and answers to the list of issues in relation to the initial report reflect information about the general situation and the progress made in the area of rights of persons with disabilities u Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

There are new developments not included in the documents above and they are new strategies for the enhancement of position of people with disabilities adopted by the Entities, which delegation members from Entities will elaborate on in their presentations. 
An evident progress was reported in the field of adoption of new laws and amending of the existing laws, particularly the Law against Discrimination, which was brought in full compliance with European standards with the most recent amendments and provided for, apart from other vulnerable groups, people with disabilities as separate vulnerable group. 

The Law on Legal Aid of Bosnia and Herzegovina was passed and the implementation has started at the state level, which has been a major achievement.

The Republika Srpska passed a new law on social protection, while the Federation of BiH is still drafting it. 
Supported by the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees and the BiH Ministry of Civil Affairs, the BiH Council of Persons with Disabilities constantly works on the promotion of rights of persons with disabilities and advocate harmonizing of the legislation and consistent implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
In 2016, the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees appropriated BAM 40,000.00 in support of organizations of persons with disabilities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and plans to appropriate the same amount in the coming period. 
Ministries in the Republika Srpska supported programme activities of alliances of associations of persons with disabilities that had the status of associations in public interest and programme activities of other organizations of  persons with disabilities, social welfare institutions etc. In addition, it is important to note that the FBiH Ministry of Health has provided support to associations of users of mental health services through capacity building and that, for many years now, the FBiH Ministry of Labour and Social Policy has appropriated funds to cover the costs of 15 alliances of associations of persons with disabilities registered in the Federation of BiH. Further, the FBiH Ministry of Education and Science implements various programmes in order to eliminate prejudices and all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities and provide peer support.
The available data that we provided show the number of persons with disabilities in BiH, which will be used for the study of socio-economic and demographic characteristics of the population with disabilities and can be a great tool for further strategic planning and overall policy-making.
Generally, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a country that faced the 1990s war, has a large number of persons with disabilities, and if you take into account that the consequences of their disabilities affect their families, too, we are talking about a large population. However, all levels of government in Bosnia and Herzegovina have a sincere intention and continually work to improve the situation of persons with disabilities, with the aim to include them in all spheres of life.
Thank you for your attention and having confidence in us. 

