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[bookmark: _GoBack]Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Human Rights Treaties Division (HRTD)
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) Palais Wilson - 52, rue des Pâquis
CH-1201 Geneva
Switzerland
By E-mail: cedaw@ohchr.org
27 January 2020
Re: 	Information on Kiribati for Consideration by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women at its 75th Session (10 February - 28 February 2020)
Dear Distinguished Committee Members,
We respectfully submit this letter in advance to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (“the Committee”) for consideration during its 75th session (10 February - 28 February 2020). The Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights, Aia Maea Ainen Kiribati (AMAK) National Council of Women, and the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion request that this letter be used to supplement Kiribati’s State Party periodic report to the Committee. Our joint submission expresses our great concern about the continued gender-based discrimination against i-Kiribati women denied the right to confer their nationality on children and spouses on an equal basis with i-Kiribati men. 

The Global Campaign for Equal Nationality Rights mobilizes international action for the removal of gender-discriminatory provisions from all nationality laws, through its coalition of national, regional and international organizations and activists, including steering committee members Equality Now, Equal Rights Trust, the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, UNHCR, Women’s Learning Partnership and Women’s Refugee Commission.

Aia Maea Ainen Kiribati (AMAK) is the Kiribati women's federation acting as a common platform for all women to gather to address, voice and advocate for their issues and changes. It aims to empower and mobilize women to participate in their community, island and national development as a whole.

The Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion is an independent non-profit organization dedicated to promoting an integrated, human rights-based response to the injustice of statelessness and exclusion. Established in August 2014, it is the first and only global center committed to promoting the human rights of stateless persons and ending statelessness.



Discriminatory provisions in the Nationality Law

According to the Constitution of Kiribati, a child born in Kiribati to a i-Kiribati woman or man is a Kiribati citizen. However, according to section 25 of the Constitution, only children born abroad to an i-Kiribati man can become a citizen:

“Every person born outside Kiribati after the day prior to Independence Day shall become a citizen of Kiribati at the date of his birth if at that date his father is, or would but for his death have been, a citizen of Kiribati.”

This situation amounts to discrimination on the basis of the parent’s gender. The Citizenship Act 1979 also discriminates against women by requiring the father or husband to be the applicant for the naturalization of his child or wife. I-Kiribati women are also denied the right to confer their nationality on non-national spouses, a right that is reserved for men in Article 26 of the Constitution:

“Any woman who after the day prior to Independence Day marries a person who is or becomes a citizen of Kiribati shall be entitled, upon making application in such manner as may be prescribed, to be registered as a citizen of Kiribati.”
By denying women the equal right to confer nationality on children born outside country, the equal ability to naturalize themselves and their children, and the equal right to confer nationality on a spouse, the Constitution and Citizenship Act violate women’s nationality rights and international human rights standards, including Article 9 of the CEDAW.
Gender discrimination in Kiribati’s nationality law can also result in the children of i-Kiribati women being rendered stateless when they cannot acquire their father’s nationality. This can occur for a variety of reasons. Those rendered stateless face obstacles in accessing economic and social rights and have a heightened risk of exploitation, human trafficking, and early and forced marriage. Typically, stateless persons also face barriers in obtaining identity documentation; increased risk of arbitrary arrest and indefinite detention; discrimination and marginalization; and barriers to accessing formal employment and justice. 

Gender discrimination in nationality laws also contributes to women’s unequal status on society and within the family. By undermining women’s status as equal citizens and their equality within the family, gender discrimination in the nationality law of Kiribati also contributes to a primary root cause of GBV. Given the alarming rates of GBV in the country and the government’s commitment to combating GBV, nationality law reform to uphold gender equality should be prioritized as part of efforts to comprehensively address GBV.





Suggested questions for the State Party

We would respectfully urge the Committee to raise with the Kiribati government the following question with regard to violations of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women addressed in this letter:

· What plans does the government have to reform gender-discriminatory provisions in the Constitution and Citizenship Act 1979 to enshrine citizen’s equal ability to confer nationality on children and spouses without discrimination on the basis of sex with retroactive effect?

Recommendation for Action by the Government of Kiribati

We respectfully urge the Committee to call on the government of Kiribati to:

· Reform gender-discriminatory provisions in the Constitution and Citizenship Act 1979, with retroactive effect, to enshrine citizen’s equal ability to confer nationality on children and spouses without discrimination on the basis of sex.

· Work with AMAK and other women’s right NGOs, following reforms, to facilitate outreach to the diaspora community to help enable Kiribati women and their families to enjoy their newly enshrined gender-equal nationality rights.

Thank you very much for your kind attention, and please do not hesitate to contact us if we can provide further information

Sincerely,
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Catherine Harrington 			Erimeta Barako		Amal de Chickera
Campaign Manager			Coordinator			Co-Director
Global Campaign for 			AMAK National 		Institute on Statelessness
Equal Nationality Rights 		Council of Women		and Inclusion
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