
CRPD/C/GEO/FCO/1
CRPD/C/GEO/FCO/1
	
	
	CRPD/C/GEO/FCO/1

	
	Advance Unedited Version
	Distr.: General
7 August 2025

Original: English
Arabic, English, French and Spanish only


Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
		Information received from Georgia on follow-up to the concluding observations on its initial report[footnoteRef:2]*, [footnoteRef:3]** [2: 	*	The present document is being issued without formal editing.]  [3: 	**	The annexes to the present document may be accessed from the web page of the Committee.] 

 [Date received: 7 August 2025]


1. Human rights protection has always been of great importance in Georgia. This is especially essential when the government's course is aimed at enhancing the rights of vulnerable groups, for which several important reforms and programs are being implemented. A crucial part of vulnerable groups is the improvement of the condition of persons with disabilities, for which the government has taken several steps. In pursuing this long path (it is worth noting that 11 years ago[footnoteRef:4], the rights of persons with disabilities were less exercised), an important aspect was the sharing of best international examples and harmonization with international legislation. All related reforms are highlighted in the Annex 1. [4: 		Before the ratification of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).] 

2. It is vital to mention how necessary it is for Georgia to cooperate with the United Nations, especially when it comes to persons with disabilities. A good example of this is that Georgia is in constant correspondence with the Committee on Persons with Disabilities and always shares recommendations and information available to the country. 
		Newly Adopted Laws and their impact with the rights of persons with disabilities 
		“Foreign Agents Registration Act”
3. The main goal of „Foreign Agents Registration Act” (hereinafter – FARA) is to ensure transparency regarding the interests of foreign powers operating in Georgia, thereby allowing Georgian citizens to be fully informed about the presence of foreign influence in the country, the policies promoted by that influence, and the sources of funding behind their implementation. The imposition of any form of restriction on an individual or organization for receiving foreign funding does not constitute the purpose of FARA.
4. FARA law does not envisage the unconditional registration of every recipient of foreign funding. For this obligation to arise, three cumulative conditions must be established. Specifically, there must exist the subjects defined by the law—a foreign principal and an agent of the foreign principal. In addition, the criteria of control (control exercised by the foreign principal over the agent) and the criteria of the nature/character of activities (engagement in political activities) must also be satisfied.
5. Accordingly, activities aimed at protecting, advocating for, and providing services to persons with disabilities are not subject to registration under FARA.
6. The Anti-Corruption Bureau has established in December 15, 2022, which has been a part of EU recommendations and has been evaluated positively (it was the 4th priority recommendation). The mandate of the Anti-Corruption Bureau combines all important functions of combating and preventing corruption, including monitoring the issuance and receipt of grants without consent in accordance with law of “Georgia on Grants” and implementing other appropriate measures related to this field. This is also confirmed by the practice of the Anti-Corruption Bureau. Specifically, the Bureau issued an advisory opinion[footnoteRef:5] regarding whether the registration obligation under FARA applies to an organization working on issues related to persons with disabilities (hereinafter referred to as the “interested party”). The Bureau concluded that the organization’s work did not involve engagement in political activities aimed at influencing or altering Georgia’s domestic or foreign policy. Furthermore, the Bureau took into consideration that, according to the organization’s charter, the goal of the interested party is to promote the independent living and well-being of persons with disabilities. [5: 		Please see the document, Annex 2. ] 

		The Law of Georgia “on Grants”
7. With respect to the amendments to the Law of Georgia “on Grants”, it has been established that the allotment of a foreign grant requires the consent of the Government of Georgia or a person/body authorized by the Government of Georgia for that purpose. The Government is now finalizing a decree outlining procedures, including submission criteria and decision timelines. Until this is completed, the approval process for foreign-funded projects remains on hold. As a signatory to the CRPD, Georgia reaffirms its commitment to protecting the rights and freedoms of persons with disabilities. 
8. The aim of these legislative amendments is not to impose restrictions on organizations' activities, and within the scope of the enforcement of the law, the Bureau aims to facilitate the process for organizations to the greatest extent possible.
9. The Bureau’s above policy is further implemented through the platform – https://grants.acb.gov.ge/, which enables interested parties to complete a simple registration form on the website regarding grant agreements. In monitoring the allotment and receipt of grants without the consent as stipulated by the Law of Georgia “on Grants”, the Anti-Corruption Bureau will rely specifically on the information uploaded by the interested parties. This information shall not be made public.
10. It is noteworthy, that the Government of Georgia, by its decree of July 18, 2025, determined the priority directions and targeted programs for the issuance of state grants. It is essential to note that before determining the latter, the government conducted a preliminary study and analysis, for which purpose consultations were held with state, autonomous republic, and local government bodies/public institutions, as well as other interested parties. In addition, strategic documents such as “Vision 2030 Development Strategy of Georgia”, “Government Program 2025-2028”, and others were analyzed. Based on the analysis, 12 priority directions were determined, where several targeted programs were underlined. It is important to highlight among them such programs that include the rights of persons with disabilities, namely: strengthening the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities and supporting their increased participation in public life; Promoting inclusive education; Promoting social inclusion at the vocational education level; Promoting the involvement of people with disabilities with special needs in sports.[footnoteRef:6] It must be underlined, that the Grants Agency will call for grant on 21th of July, for CSOs and one of the main priorities will be advocating for rights of persons with disabilities.  [6: 		Please see more in the document, Annex 3.] 

		Information Meetings
11. The Anti-Corruption Bureau actively conducts informational meetings regarding the FARA regulations and the amendments to the Law of Georgia “on Grants”, with the aim of providing the public with accurate and comprehensive information about the purpose and significance of these laws.
12. During the information meetings, the Anti-Corruption Bureau has met with representatives of the diplomatic corps accredited in Georgia, international organizations, civil society actors – including organizations working on issues related to persons with disabilities as well as human rights defenders, lawyers, members of the academic circles, and students.
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