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	I.	Follow-up information
[bookmark: _Hlk177391727]	A.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 24 (a) of the concluding observations
1. Under the sixth sub-goal of the Swedish gender equality policy and the ten-year national strategy to prevent and combat men’s VAW 2017-2026, Sweden has taken, inter alia, the following actions: NAPs e.g. one consisting of 99 measures including on combatting sexual violence 2021-2023, a draft of a NAP 2024-2026 and increased government budget allocations.
2. [bookmark: _Hlk167190144]The Government has carried out initiatives to strengthen the work on mental health and suicide prevention. The national funding in this area has gradually increased. In 2023 around 2,2 billion SEK is allocated to targeted efforts. Of these funds 1,6 billion SEK is allocated through an agreement between the Government and Swedish Association of Local Authorities and Regions (SALAR) to strengthen and develop the municipalities and regions’ initiatives including funds to improve the children and youth psychiatry, the primary care, trauma care and to promote mental health and prevent mental ill health and suicide. The Government has also commissioned the Swedish Public Health Agency and the National Board of Health and Welfare, in collaboration with 24 other authorities, to submit a proposal for a new strategy on mental health and suicide prevention. The aim of the strategy is, inter alia, to strengthen promotion and prevention efforts, follow-up and monitoring mechanisms and cross-sectorial collaboration between different actors and societal areas. The commission was reported in 2023 and the report is being processed by the Government Offices.
3. In 2020, the Government assigned an inquiry with reviewing the division of responsibilities between the regions (health care) and the municipalities (social care) and submitting proposals for how the responsibility of psychiatric care and the treatment for addiction and abuse, including compulsory care, can be placed in the health care system. The inquiry has submitted two reports which are currently being processed by the Government Offices. In 2022, the Government assigned an inquiry with proposing how a continued restrictive drug policy can be combined with effective drug prevention work, a knowledge based, accessible and person-centred care for people with drug addiction that includes measures for harm reduction and efforts to prevent drug related deaths. The mission also includes proposing efforts that target people in specific settings such as prisoners and to propose how the development can be monitored. The report was submitted in 2023 and is currently being processed by the Government Offices.
4. [bookmark: _Hlk149122819]In 2021, two new offences were introduced, the offences to encourage suicide and to negligently encourage suicide (Chapter 4, Section 7a of the Criminal Code). 
5. In 2022, the Government submitted a Communication to Parliament on “A Comprehensive Strategy for the Policy on Alcohol, Narcotics, Doping and Tobacco as well as gambling for money, 2022- 2025”. Inter alia, the strategy emphasises cooperation between different perspectives relevant to public health policy and the work in this field and work on crime prevention and combatting, men’s VAW, HBV and oppression and parenting support and integration. The strategy points out that the support to children and young people as relatives needs to be intensified, referencing, inter alia, the possible presence of violence in the family and parental neglect of various kinds. The strategy highlights the need for early detection and support to mitigate the consequences which e.g. need to include measures to strengthen follow-up and the development of a coordinated family-oriented work approach within social services, health care and support structures for children in emergency situations, as well as national coordination in multiple areas. The strategy states that awareness about these children needs to be raised amongst personnel in services that interact with the children and their parents and that personnel needs increased knowledge of their obligations about support measures for the children. Furthermore, awareness should be raised on the connection between risky or damaging use of alcohol, narcotics, doping, tobacco and nicotine products, and gambling for money and other underlying factors such as exposure to violence and sexual violence, somatic illness or poor mental health. Of concern is also that the child perspective and the connection between primarily alcohol and violence in intimate relationships is strengthened to offer more adequate support around these issues. 
6. To accelerate development, the Government commissioned the National Board of Health and Welfare to continue developing support to children in families with destructive use, abuse of substances or addiction, mental illness or disability in which violence occurs or in which one parent or guardian is suffering from a serious disease or suddenly passes away.
7. In 2022, the Government commissioned the Equality Ombudsman to deepen knowledge of risks of discrimination in the use of artificial intelligence (AI) and other automated decision-making in working life. The Equality Ombudsman reported the assignment in 2023. The report shows that employers’ use of AI is increasing which entails risks of discrimination. Furthermore, the Ombudsman highlighted that awareness needs to be raised both about when employers use AI and how risks of discrimination can be prevented.
[bookmark: _Hlk177391818]	B.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 24 (e) of the concluding observations 
8. A person who takes the life of another person, regardless of whether the crime is directed against a woman or a man; is guilty of murder and sentenced to imprisonment for a fixed term of at least ten and at most eighteen years, or for life. If the murder was committed against a close relative, this may be of importance when determining the penalty and assessing the penalty value. 
9. In 2022, the Government appointed an Inquiry to, inter alia, consider whether gender as a hate crime motive explicitly should be added as a new aggravating circumstance.
10. The Government has worked on combatting VAW in several ways including support to helplines such as “Choose to stop” and Preventell, a NAP on SRR and an inquiry into the possibility of an EXIT programme for adults subjected to prostitution and victims of human trafficking for sexual purposes. Regarding legislation the Government has, inter alia, made a number of legislative amendments in the area of criminal law to strengthen the protection of violence and oppression committed in the name of so-called “honour”, men’s VAW, violence against children, and sexual offences including the reform of the sexual offences legislation in 2018. After the reform it is an offence to perform a sexual act with someone who is not participating voluntarily. Moreover, the Government appointed an inquiry to review the legal framework concerning primarily the Non-Contact Order Act and an inquiry to consider changes within the framework of the penalty system e.g. with regard to parole and new possibilities to decide where a convicted person should or may not stay.
11. The annual budget allocation for special gender equality measures has increased in general since 2018 in Expenditure area 13 in the Central government budget. Approximately 90 percent of the budgeted expenditure has been dedicated to the sixth sub-goal of the Swedish gender equality policy. However, it is difficult to provide an absolute amount as, inter alia, allocations to gender equality policy do not include core funding to public authorities e.g. the criminal justice system. As of 2022, the level of funding for the sixth sub-goal of the gender equality policy within the national budget was made permanent at 300 million SEK a year. In 2022, an additional 150 million SEK were allocated for, inter alia, Women’s Shelters. In the current Government’s first national budget (for 2023) a further 50 million SEK a year was allocated towards the preventative work against HBV and oppression. 
	C.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 24 (f) of the concluding observations
12. [bookmark: _Hlk167190183]As stated in Sweden’s tenth periodic report, since 2018, governmental agencies are required to include sex-disaggregated data in annual reports and budget documentation presented to the Government (Section 1, Chapter 3 of the Annual Reports and Budget Documentation Ordinance). 
13. Access to statistics disaggregated by sex in combination with other categories, e.g. ethnicity, religion and disability, is limited in Sweden since this information is regarded as personal data according to the General Data Protection Regulation. There are exceptions, for instance if an individual gives explicit consent to being part of such data collection, and the National Living Conditions Survey (ULF/SILC) include statistics combining data on both disability and gender. Statistics Sweden and other government agencies do not collect data on ethnicity but instead gather data based on other parameters, such as citizenship and country or region of birth.
		New data categories on administrative judicial data introduced in 2019
14. New data categories on several crimes related to men’s VAW were introduced in the official crime statistics in 2019. The new categories specify the age and sex of the victim (under 18 years old/18 or older, man/woman) and for victims 18 or older, the relationship between victim and perpetrator (intimate partner, family member, other perpetrator known to the victim or perpetrator unknown to the victim). The crimes covered by the new data categories include: 
Attempted murder or manslaughter;
Assault;
Unlawful deprivation of liberty;
Unlawful coercion;
Gross violation of integrity;
Gross violation of a woman’s integrity;
Unlawful harassment;
Unlawful threat; 
Unlawful violation of privacy;
Non-sexual molestation;
Rape including gross rape;
Negligent rape;
Sexual assault;
Negligent sexual assault;
Violation of restraining order without electronic monitoring. 
15. Official crime statistics according to the above-mentioned categories is available for reported and processed offences as well as persons suspected of offences. The statistics on conviction decisions and sentencing is not, as it is structured according to the section of the law, not according to the data categories mentioned above. Therefore, data on convictions and sanctions is not available disaggregated by the sex of the victim (except for the crime gross violation of a woman’s integrity). However, new initiatives have been taken regarding this issue, see the section on Data collection and exchange within the legal chain below.  
		New initiatives on digitalisation of the judiciary -Increasing the quality of data and traceability in the judicial chain
16. Acting on government instructions, the authorities in the judicial chain are continuously working to develop a better exchange of information in the criminal justice process. In 2020, the Government enacted a regulation (2019:1283) on the digitalisation of the judiciary. The regulation contains provisions on the coordination of work on digital information exchanges and other measures relating to digitization in criminal proceedings. The Council for the Digitization of the Judiciary, consisting of the heads of eleven authorities, has been established. The Council serves as a decision-making forum where the authorities agree on relevant issues. Each authority then implements its part of the joint agreements that has been reached. 
17. The work has resulted in the introduction of so-called legal information in the Swedish Police Authority's case management system. In 2023, a joint project to develop and improve the data exchanges from the Police Authority to the Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention has started. The project aims, inter alia, to expand the data exchange on reported offences with so-called legal information and will provide the possibility to increase in the quality of statistics on reported abuse of women in that regard.
18. In 2021, the Council for the Digitization of the Judiciary developed a strategic plan for 2023–2027 that outlines the vision and strategic goals for digitization. One of the goals is to have the right digital prerequisites for follow-up and analysis within the justice system.  
19. In 2022, a new operational support was implemented in the courts, which enables fully digital criminal case decisions (DiBa). The system means increased traceability through the legal chain, which in turn leads to both better abilities to keep records up-to-date and correct, and time and efficiency gains. It is also a vital prerequisite for the authorities' continued joint digitisation work, including tracking a crime from reporting to conviction.
20. In 2023, the Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention (Brå) initiated a feasibility study regarding the prerequisites for developing new statistics that will enable following a case from prosecution further in the legal chain (at present, reported crime, including cases of VAW and domestic violence, can be tracked from reporting to prosecution). 
		Statistics on plaintiffs introduced in 2021
21. In 2021, Brå published new statistics on plaintiffs (for quality reasons, the target population has initially been limited to selected crimes directed against persons). The new plaintiff statistics include basic statistics on the number of physical plaintiffs divided by sex, age, and type of crime 2014–2022. The purpose of plaintiff statistics is, inter alia, to supplement the picture of victims of crime reported in the Swedish Crime Survey. 
		Quality review on registered abuse cases
22. The Government has commissioned Brå to study the quality of the relationship between victim and perpetrator in registered abuse cases between 2019 – 2021. Previous analyses had shown that there are quality deficiencies in the registration of the type of relationship between crime victims and perpetrators in reported assault crimes in the statistics, which have their basis in how the registration of crime codes is done. The deficiencies coincide with the revision of the classification codes for assault offenses in 2019. 
23. The results of the study show that the number of reported assault crimes against women by former or present intimate partner have been underestimated in the official statistics during the entire period studied. For abuse against a woman by a family member or by other acquaintances, the opposite relationship applies. The development of the number of reported assaults against women for each relationship type has also been significantly more stable than what appears in the official statistics, although the estimates show both increases and reductions. Brå’s study also shows that the flaws have diminished during the studied time-period; however, according to Brå, there is still a risk that users of the data may draw incorrect conclusions about the level and development of reported assault crimes.
		Efforts to increase quality of registered offences
24. To improve the quality of official crime statistics regarding the relationship between the victim and the perpetrator, the Government requested a report from the Swedish Police Authority of how the Authority works to ensure that the registration of information on crime is done in a reliable and uniform manner. The Authority's report (2023) shows that competence-enhancing measures have been taken to improve the quality of coding and investigation of crimes against women in relationships, including through information efforts towards those who receive reports of crimes at the Police's contact centre.
		The Swedish Crime Survey
25. The Swedish Crime Survey carried out by Brå, (SCS) is an annual survey of the attitudes and experiences of the general population of Sweden (aged 16–84 years) regarding victimisation, fear of crime, confidence in the criminal justice system, and crime victims' contacts with the criminal justice system. As for victimisation of women, relevant crimes include assault, threat, sexual offences, online harassment, and harassment. Victimisation is stated in percentage of the respondents during the studied year. The SCS does not include domestic violence specifically (although special modules on domestic violence may be included, see below); however, the relationship between the victim and perpetrator in the crime incidents during the studied year is included in follow-up interviews. The SCS also includes information on Swedish/foreign background (born in Sweden with one/both parents born in Sweden, born in Sweden with both parents born outside Sweden or foreign-born), as well as age (age intervals).
26. In 2022, the Government commissioned Brå to implement a special module to measure crimes in close relationships in the SCS (the last study was published in 2014). The module was originally intended to be implemented in SCS 2021, which refers to exposure to crimes in 2020, but was moved forward due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The results will be published in 2024.
		Persons with disabilities
27. In 2021, the Swedish Agency for Participation (MfD) was commissioned to compile knowledge about the exposure to violence among persons with disabilities and identifying knowledge gaps. In particular, the Agency was to consider knowledge of exposure to HBV and oppression. The assignment included carrying out a survey of the measures taken to prevent and detect violence in the target group including on the knowledge about violence against persons with disabilities by employees who interact with persons with disabilities that have been or might have been subjected to violence, and how this knowledge is disseminated and utilised in relevant activities. It also included proposing measures. The results of the assignments were presented in 2023 and MfD has carried out many different dissemination and communication efforts to change mentalities and attitudes and raise awareness of the heightened exposure to violence of the target group. In 2023, the Agency was commissioned by the Government to chart and develop support material on violence against children and young persons with disabilities. In addition, MfD will do in-depth charting of HBV and oppression against persons with disabilities. The Agency will identify the target group’s particular vulnerability, conditions and needs.
		Older people
28. The GEA has been commissioned in 2023 to map the knowledge among municipalities, regions, and authorities regarding violence against older persons, aged 65 and above, and to identify knowledge gaps. The agency will also assess efforts to prevent and detect violence within this target group, and the interventions provided to those who have been subjected to violence. The assignment includes proposing measures to enhance the ability to detect violence and provide support and protection for those affected.
		Young persons
29. In 2020, the Government commissioned Brå to study what measures can be taken to prevent violence in intimate partner relationships amongst young persons and to provide an overview of scientifically established causes of such violence. Based on the recommendations of this study, the Government in 2023, commissioned the GEA to map how different public authorities raise awareness and disseminate knowledge on violence amongst young people in intimate partner relationships, develop guidance material for professional groups and further recommend preventive measures. 
		Statistics Sweden
30. [bookmark: _Hlk149067177]In 2022, the Government commissioned Statistics Sweden, to develop guidelines for work with statistics disaggregated by sex with a special focus on how sex can interrelate with other variables. Variables to be considered included country of origin (birth) as well as foreign background (either foreign born or with at least one parent born abroad), duration of stay in Sweden as well as educational background. The commission furthermore included conducting a study to examine Statistics Sweden’s possibility to deliver statistics disaggregated by sex to public authorities to enable more in- depth analyses of data and policy based on intersectional data. 
31. [bookmark: _Hlk149063075]The study confirmed the need for support in the work to use statistics disaggregated by sex in gender equality analyses. Statistics Sweden hopes that the guidelines developed and published as part of the government commission will meet this need.
	D.	Follow-up information relating to paragraph 26 (d) of the concluding observations
32. [bookmark: _Hlk167190204]Sweden has, inter alia, expanded the possibilities to use covert coercive measures to investigate organised crime, such as human trafficking or human exploitation. The Government has commissioned the GEA to strengthen its work to combat the sexual exploitation of children, prostitution, and human trafficking. In 2022, the GEA has focused efforts on strengthening coordination and information efforts due to Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. Sweden has, together with France, continued to cooperate closely with international actors such as UNODC and OSCE regarding the obligation to address the demand (art 9.5 UN Palermo Protocol). Regarding prevention, inter alia, buyers of sexual services or people with other obsessive sexual behaviours, who wish to reduce or stop behaviours that risk impacting others and themselves negatively are offered counselling at specialised centres (KAST). 
33. A temporary residence permit for recovery and reflection may under certain conditions be granted a foreigner victim. In 2022, amendments to the Aliens Act were made allowing the municipal social service to, besides the person in charge of a preliminary investigation, apply for such a residence permit on behalf of victims of trafficking or human exploitation. The changes in the Aliens Act regarding a reflection period enhance the possibility to receive support without contact with law enforcement. A victim may also, after an application made by the person in charge of a preliminary investigation, under certain conditions be granted a temporary residence permit for the purpose of their co-operation in preliminary investigation or criminal proceedings.
34. To support the utilisation of this new legal provision for a reflection period in practice, the National Board of Health and Welfare and the GEA in 2023 have been commissioned by the Government to spread information and support the capacity building of Social Welfare Committees on the topic of human trafficking including information about the changes in the legislation that entered into force in 2022. The agencies are to report on the commission by 2024. Information about the new legislation is updated in the Swedish version of the National Referral Mechanism (NRM). 
35. It should be noted that people fleeing Ukraine can apply for protection under the Temporary Protection Directive. 	
36. [bookmark: _Hlk167190215]The Swedish Migration Agency´s internal processing support regarding human trafficking is updated regularly. Large parts have been updated in recent years, mainly focusing on the examination of asylum cases where the applicant has been identified as a potential victim. For instance, a detailed support regarding the risk of “re-trafficking” has been published. 
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