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Argentina; Briefing to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
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Working Group to draft the list of issues for the forth
periodic report on the implementation of the Interna
Cultural Rights (the Covenant). Please could this let
Committee. This information is based on Amnesty |
documents concerns regarding the rights of Indigen
reproductive rights (article 3 and 12), and the right
(article 12). The briefing is not an exhaustive review

(the Committee) in light of the pre-sessional
coming examination of Argentina’s third
tional Covenant on Economic, Social and
ter be circulated to all members of the
nternational’s research on Argentina and

ous Peoples’ (articles 2 and 11), sexual and
to health in the context of agro-business

of the implementation of the Covenant in

Argentina. It instead highlights specific concerns regarding cases and thematic issues.

Sexual and reproductive rights, (Article 3 and 12)

Abortion remains partially criminalised in Argentina, Amnesty International is concerned that
misinterpretation of the criminal code by judges and health service providers has resulted in

pregnant rape survivors facing serious obstacle

s in obtaining legal abortions. In 2010 the

Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) and the Human Rights

Committee (HRC) called upon Argentina to

review and modify abortion legislation, and although



discussions have started within the legislative in this respect, there has been no tangible outcome
to date!.

Health. Amnesty International believes that the provision of clear protocols to health service
providers, to be implemented uniformly across different institutions, is essential so that equal and
effective access to legal abortions can be safeguarded across the country.

Although in both Cases, judges eventually overturned the decisions and the girls received the
abortions they had requested, Amnesty International believes that the involvement of the judicial
system was unwarranted, and caused unacceptable decisions that prolonged the mental anguish
and suffering of both girls. Any denial of safe, legal abortion in rape cases constitutes a violation
of human rights and puts the victims’ physical and mental well-being at risk. It is a way of doubly
victimising women who have already suffered at the hands of their sexual aggressors .

Amnesty International has recommended the government of Argentina

- reform the Penal Code to ensure that women and girls are not subject to criminal

Integral Attention of Non-Punishable Abortion cases.

Indigenous Peoples’ Rights (Article 2and 11)

—

"UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women CEDAW/C/ARG/CO/6, para 38 and UN Human Rights
Committee, CCPR/C/ARG/CO/4 para 13.

Z Amnesty International, ¢ Teenage Rape Survivor Gets Legal Abortion” | Further information on Urgent Action 65/10 Index.
AMR 13/004/2010 Argentina, Date: 23 March 2010; Amnesty International, Teenage Rape Survivor Denied Legal Abortion”,
Urgent Action UA: 65/10 Index: AMR 13/002/2010 Argentina, Date: 15 March 2010; Amnesty International and Human
Rights Watch, “Safe abortion for young victims of rape”, Press Release PRED1/076/2010



Despite this law being in force, Amnesty International has documented cases in which evictions
have been threatened and sometimes carried out.

from the windows: they wounded one other man. Community members threw stones at them. The
landowner and the two gunmen were arrested shortly afterwards.

Ten days earlier, the landowner had gone onto the community's land and built a prefabricated
house there. As a result, members of the community blocked the road leading to the land. Despite
the existence of the 2006 law, members of the Diaguita community received threats of forcible
removal. After international and local pressure in this instance, the imminent eviction of the
community was halted.

an “agitator”.

Earlier on the same day, five members of a non-indigenous (criollo) family who claim property on
the same piece of land claimed by the community, arrived on horses, carrying arms. They were

Amnesty International has recommended that the government of Argentina
- ensure that the Emergency Act No. 26.160 s fully implemented and respected in order to



- establish clear mechanisms that require the free, prior and informed consent of
Indigenous Peoples in plans and decisions that affect them, in line with international
human rights standards.

Right to health - land and environment. (Article 12)

Amnesty International is aware of growing evidence that suggests that chemicals used on soya and
rice plantations in several Argentinean provinces are having a negative impact on the health of
people living in the vicinity. No systematic epidemiological study or investigation has been
undertaken by the government or its agencies to evaluate the extent and gravity of the problem.

In this context, Amnesty international is concerned that attempts to generate debate around the
possible health implications of these chemicals used, in the very areas affected, may be thwarted
by those with interests in agro-industry. The right to health includes the right to seek, receive and
impart information and ideas concerning health issues. In August 2010, Professor Andres
Carrasco, a scientist and doctor from the Buenos Aires Medical School, renowned for his research
into the health impact of chemicals sprayed on rice and soya crops travelled to the remote
northern Argentinian town of La Leonesa to give a talk about his findings. Carrasco had conducted
a major study, concluded in 2009, which highlighted the negative effects of glyphosate, a
commonly-used agro-chemical, on embryos.?

Community activists and a delegation of two provincial deputies, a former public official and
members of the neighbouring community of Resistencia also came to La Leonesa to hear the talk.
On arrival in La Leonesa at around 4pm, the delegation headed for the school where the talk was
due to take place. However, the talk was suspended because the delegation was attacked by a
group of around 100 people who threatened them and beat them. One person has since suffered
from lower body paralysis after being hit on his spine, and another is undergoing neurological
examinations after receiving blows to the head. The former provincial Sub-Secretary of Human
Rights, Marcelo Salgado, was struck in the face and left unconscious. Dr Carrasco and his
colleague shut themselves in a car, and were surrounded by people making violent threats and
beating the car for two hours. Members of the community were injured and a journalist's camera
equipment was damaged.

Members of the community who witnessed the incident have implicated local officials in the
attack, as well as a local rice-producer and his workers and security guards. They strongly believe
that the violence was promoted by them, and motivated by the powerful economic interests behind
local agro-industry who are concerned that limits may be placed on the use of chemicals if any
negative health impact is proven. Despite calls to local authorities asking for help, the police were
slow to respond and failed to send sufficient reinforcements to stop the violence.

Amnesty International has recommended the Argentinean authorities:

- carry out monitoring and investigations where credible evidence regarding the negative
health impact of spraying of agro-chemicals exists, in line with their responsibility to
respect the right to health.

- ensure that individuals’ rights to seek, receive and disseminate information, including in
public forums, around the possible health effects of widespread spraying of crops are not
hindered.

“Carrasco, A. et al, “Glpyhosate-Based Herbicides Produce Teratogenic Effects on Vertebrates by Impairing Retinoic Acid
Signaling”. in Chem. Res. Toxicol, 2010, 23 (10). pp 1586-1595.



Amnesty International hopes this information is of interest to you. Please do not hesitate to
contact us with any questions which may arise from this letter.

Yours sincerely,

Tania Baldwin-Pask
Advocate

International Advocacy Program



