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The Federation of Cuban Women (FMC), founded in 1960, an NGO in consultative status with ECOSOC since 1997, brings together the majority of all Cuban women over 14 years old.  Its more than four million affiliates represent over 91% of the female population.  The main work of the organization is the struggle for the full incorporation, participation and promotion of women in the economic, politic, social and cultural life in the country, with equal rights and opportunities, which impacts the whole of the society, both publicly and privately.  Its preventive-educative and social care approach is a priority. 

The FMC participates actively in the United Nations commissions which are coherent with the content of its action, among them: the Commission on the Status of Women, the Human Rights Council and the Social Development Commission.  It’s affiliated to the Women´s International Democratic Federation (WIDF), and coordinates the work of its Regional Office for the Americas and the Caribbean in Havana, Cuba.  It´s also the National Coordinator for the Women´s World March (WWM). On the other hand, it has a presence in the Caribbean Association for Research Action (CAFRA), in St. Lucia; as well as in the Council of Adult Education for Latin America (CEAAL), and in its Gender Committee.  Likewise, it´s present inother regional and international social organizations, networks, and campaigns, some of which are also in consultative status with ECOSOC. 

Cuba has achieved convincing results regarding social justice and human rights, due to the political will of the State and its all-inclusive economic and social development projectgiving universal free access and guarantees to education, health care, culture, sports and specialized care to all, without exclusion due to sexual preference, skin color, religious beliefs, national origin, disability or any other condition offensive to human dignity, coherent with the Constitution of the Republic of Cuba, which will undergo national referendum for the people to ratify modifications approved by the National Assembly of People´s Powerfor it to be more inclusive, with greater justice and social equality. 

The State has developed policies, strategies, programs and services aimed at increasing life standards for all the people, including those with different kinds of disability, so as to balance their opportunities and integration to the political and social life in the country. 

Cuba´s health care and educational programs are universal, free and accessible for all its citizens, including persons with disabilities.  It also has on its national territory a network of hospitals, policlinics, other care facilities and educational institutions, giving quality care through different kinds of programs which put children, mothers, women and the elders first in their actions for preventing and controlling transmissible diseases with potential damaging effects against the population.


The Cuban educational policy applies the principle of differentiated care and school integration for all students at the different educational centers.  Boys and girls with disabilities can study both at regular and special schools. Their inclusion is defined by the extent of the socio-.educational objectives aimed at achieving an integral development for all the students.

There are specialized diagnoses and orientation centers in all the provinces in the country to assist and guide the families, .where there is a multi-disciplinary team for establishing the educative needs for each one of these boys and girls, in accordance with their disability.  In cases of diagnosis with greater complexity, preventing the students from attending an educational institution, they have a special education professional teaching them at home.

The FMC has devoted special attention to the integral work with the women and the family, while promoting and pushing policies, programs and actions to stimulate their well-being, and developing preventive-educative actions in coordination with Cuban institutions, organizations and associations.  

It systematically works with Cuban NGOs established in the country for persons with disabilities such as the Cuban Association or Persons with Physical and Motor disabilities (ACLIFIM): the National Association for Persons who are Blind or Visually Impaired (ANCI); the Association of Persons who are Deaf in Cuba (ANSOC),  so that the women can attain full social integration, and leading participation at an early age, in the political, cultural, and recreational activities taking place in the communities and, schools, as well as in the political and mass organizations.  

The organization offers training on gender issues; on the importance of taking care of their health during pregnancy; the need to preventing possible risks by consulting a physician; on the right deserved by persons with disabilities for their condition; on services created for just integration of persons with the aforementioned disabilities, and others with multiple impairments, etc. 
	
This orientation is offered to mothers, fathers, and relatives of boys, girls and youth with disabilities through the FMC social activists, who, in coordination with the Family Doctors and Nurses’ Offices, systematically follow up on the persons with disabilities, and stimulate them for rehabilitation. 

The FMC has an Orientation House for the Women and the Family Program in every Municipality in the country, aimed at offering attention, specialized guidance, training, and education to all citizens. These spaces offer assistance and training to the women, including those with disabilities. Complaints presented to the House are analyzed and forwarded, many different training courses are offered, which makes it more viable for these persons to become engaged in studying, working and occupying leadership responsibilities, both in work centers and communities.  Likewise, they organize workshops on different issues including: gender equality, legislative measures and actions enabling denunciation and punishment for acts of discrimination, abuse, or any other act of violence.  They also receive training in sexual and reproductive education; so that they can identify and prevent sexual abuse; preparation for their family planning, and integration in all social activities. 

The FMC has a Printing House on Women Issues, which has edited books, magazines and other publications with relevant educativecontents and has created community programs for persons with disabilities to be able to develop all their potential.  

At the end of 2017, there were 14 539 women affiliated to the National Association for Persons who are Blind or Visually Impaired (ANCI), out of 30 482 persons (47,7%); among which there are 1 581 female workers, 305 students, 303 sports people, 433 leaders of that institution, and 485 in responsibilities at different levels of the FMC structure, including the leadership. 

There are systematic encounters, acknowledgements, and activities with members of these organizations on the occasion of Women´s International Day, and FMC founding anniversaries, where they receive educational materials.   

The FMC is a founding member of the program “Educate your Child”, which is coordinated by the Ministry of Education.  This is a Social Program of Educational Attention, aimed at pregnant women, families with children between 0 and 6 years old, which gives relevant attention to those in need of special education. 

The organization coordinates the “When a Woman.,.” TV Program, shown by the Cuban Radio and TelevisionInstitute.This and other national and provincialTV and Radio spaces, have given visibilityto the network of problemsfaced by persons with disabilities, including many interviews to leaders and members of that institution. 

In the provinces of Havana and Pinar del Río, the FMC is part of the projects “With Love And Hope”, “Family, Love and Hope”, and “The Golden Age”, having to do with children with a “Dawn Syndrome”.  

Quality medical and educational care to persons with disabilities has only been limited by the effects of the economic, commercial and financial blockade imposed on Cuba by the government of the United States for over five decades, since it prevents us from buying medicines, materials, technological and physiotherapeuticequipment, fundamental for treating these patients. 

In this situation, the country has made great efforts to cover the need of basic products required for special education, such as text books, complementary bibliographies, wheeled chairs, walking sticks, Braille Machines, Braillon Paper for persons who are blind or short sighted, as well as other products for maintenance and conservation of the laboratories and labor education workshops for practical activities.  
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