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STATE OF ISRAEL
Ministry of Justice


Additional comments to the Concluding Observations of the Committee for Israel’s combined Fifth and Sixth periodic reports 













The State of Israel hereby conveys further comments to the Concluding Observations of the Committee for the Rights of the Child on the combined fifth and sixth periodic reports of Israel, dated 19 September 2024.
At the outset, Israel wishes to express deep disappointment and strong objection to the evident disregard and deliberate omission of much of the substantive information provided by the delegation during the review, which was not reflected in the concluding observations. 
This omission is not coincidental, but rather reflects a pattern of bias against Israel, thus eroding the credibility of the review process.
Following are some of the main instances in which the Concluding Observations either do not accurately reflect, or indeed completely overlook, the information presented by Israel during the review and the additional data submitted thereafter.
Article 9: The Committee recommended that the State of Israel develop and adopt a policy and plan on the rights of the child, aimed at strengthening all areas of the Convention and its Protocols, while involving children.
Israel wishes to emphasize that, as acknowledged by the committee itself, the Director General's Committee (DGC) meets regularly to coordinate government policies and activities in this field. The Coordination Unit is responsible, inter alia, for facilitating and planning joint governmental efforts on various matters, in accordance with the decisions made by the DGC. In this context, the Governmental Unit for the Rights of the Child and Youth within the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) plays a central role in coordinating inter-ministerial policies and actions related to children and youth. Its work includes convening cross-sectoral forums, fostering cooperation between government ministries and external stakeholders, and developing evidence-based policy responses. Additionally, the Coordination Unit maintains continuous , proactive, and structured collaboration with youth, as further detailed below in relation to its work with the Ministry of Education.
Furthermore, the supervisory mechanism overseeing the implementation of pupils' rights within the Ministry of Education (MoE) assists local authorities in formulating work plans that include children and youth representatives in committees dedicated to advancing policies promoting the status of the child. The active participation of children is a fundamental principle in the activities of these committees, in line with the provisions of the Convention (Articles 12–13), and enables them to raise initiatives and take part in significant processes within their communities. The activities of each of these committees are grounded in Amendment No. 72 of 2000 to the Municipalities Ordinance [New Version], which mandates local authorities to establish committees responsible for promoting policies for the protection of children's rights.
Article 13(a): The Committee recommended continued efforts to ensure that all children have access to confidential, child-friendly, and independent complaint mechanisms for reporting violations of their rights. 
Israel clarifies that the education system provides pupils and their families with opportunities to seek assistance, advice, and support from various bodies, including school inspectors; public relations departments at the districts level and within the MoE's headquarters; the Psychological-Counseling Service Division (PCS); and the National Inspectorate for Pupil Rights, which is also available for personal meetings with children seeking assistance. Each request is handled confidentially in accordance with its nature, and are forwarded for review without disclosing the applicant's identity. These mechanisms are enshrined in the directives issued by the Director-General’s circulars and legal guidelines. In addition, children in out-of-home placements can turn to the Children and Youth Complaints Commission (CaYCC), which works to ensure their voices are heard by developing accessible tools, including for children with disabilities, and by providing information in both Hebrew and Arabic. Youth in detention or imprisonment may submit complaints regarding police investigations to the Department of Investigation of Police Officers (DIPO), an independent unit within the MoJ. These complaints can be filed directly or through representatives, and the process is accessible online in both Hebrew and Arabic, with special sensitivity given to youth cases.
Prisoners in Israel Prison Service (IPS) custody have several avenues to address grievances, including complaints to the Prison Director, petitions to the District Court, complaints to the Warden's Investigation Unit (WIU), or contact with official visitors appointed under the Prisons Ordinance. Additionally, complaints against ISA interrogators are monitored by a dedicated Inspector who prioritizes cases involving youth, supervises interrogations, and personally meets detained minors without the presence of the detention facility's staff. To improve the handling of such complaints, an investigator from the Inspector’s office underwent a youth-specific investigative training in 2020.
Article 13(c): The Committee recommended ensuring systematic and mandatory training for relevant professionals working with children. 
Contrary to the recommendation, the National Supervision Unit for the Implementation of Pupil Rights already provides professional training to personnel within the education system, including teachers, principals, visiting officers, kindergarten teachers, and many others. The training sessions cover key principles of the International Convention on the Rights of the Child, relevant legislation and procedures, and issues related to the implementation of the Convention, including the rights of minors in criminal proceedings, violence prevention, and the privacy and confidentiality of information. These training sessions are conducted in collaboration with experts from various government ministries and other professional bodies.
In addition, professionals working with children across multiple sectors receive specialized training. The Children and Youth Complaints Commission (CaYCC) conducts training on the CRC and its implementation for social workers in social services departments, foster care and boarding school coordinators and team leaders, focusing on children's rights and complaint mechanisms. 
Legal professionals also receive child-focused training. The National Civil Representation Unit (NCRU) provides legal aid to children who are victims of severe sexual offenses, with all lawyers undergoing a mandatory year-long multidisciplinary training in child development, trauma-informed representation, and communication. In civil proceedings, the “Lawyer of My Own” program, established in accordance with guidelines of the CRC and the Council of Europe, offers legal aid through lawyers with specialized training and expertise in representing children.
In the field of child safety and protection, the Child Online Protection Bureau Hotline (Unit 105) trains police officers to respond to online abuse against children, supported by an inter-ministerial “Partnership Desk” that ensures a holistic, therapeutic response. Moreover, suicide prevention training is provided to “gatekeepers” such as physicians, youth and welfare professionals, and local authority staff. Around 500 youth promotion workers were trained in 2023 alone, as part of a joint effort by the Ministry of Health and MoE.
Finally, the Population and Immigration Authority, in collaboration with social workers and legal experts from the Ministry of Welfare and Social Affairs (MoWSA), provides special training to Border Control Supervisors - on assessing the best interest of children during removal proceedings.
Article 15: The Committee recommended strengthening programs to raise awareness of the Convention and its Protocols among children, parents, and the general public, using accessible languages and in collaboration with civil society. 
Israel has already taken comprehensive steps to integrate these principles into its education system. The MoE is working to instill the values of the Convention through the publication and distribution of educational materials in Hebrew, Arabic, English, Russian, and Braille. The Ministry also develops learning materials tailored to diverse groups within Israeli society, with particular attention to cultural sensitivity (the materials can also be accessed digitally) and promotes dedicated educational programs to foster discussion and learning about children's rights. Furthermore, workshops are conducted on various topics, including children's rights within the criminal process (in collaboration with the youth departments of the Public Defender's Office at the MoJ), children's rights in the workplace, and mock trials involving pupils and juvenile court judges. 
The topics of the Convention are taught in pupil councils, schools, and local and national projects in Hebrew, Arabic and English, as well as in youth frameworks focused on rights, in collaboration with UNICEF, within the framework of rights respecting schools.
Article 16(f): The Committee recommended increasing the allocation of resources to non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and integrating them into the promotion of children's rights, as well as the development of legislation, policies, and programs for children. 
In this regard, Israel notes that the Administrative Flexibility Program (AFP) allows schools to select educational solutions, including programs operated by civil society organizations. These programs are available in Hebrew and Arabic and encompass a wide range of educational, emotional, and social areas. More broadly, Israel recognizes the essential role of NGOs in advancing children's rights, and works in collaboration with numerous organizations across all population groups, including in education, health, welfare, and legal advocacy, to enhance the protection and well-being of children. These organizations contribute significantly to the development and implementation of child-centered initiatives, often reaching vulnerable populations and amplifying children's voices in national policy discussions.
Article 17: The Committee expressed concern regarding legal discrimination against non-Jewish children and the stereotypes and racism that may affect their access to essential services. 
Israel’s Compulsory Education Law 5709-1949 applies to all children from the age of 3 through the 12th grade, equally to all children within the country. The MoE prohibits the sorting of pupils based on their origin, in accordance with the provisions of the Convention (Articles 2 and 28), which were enshrined in the Pupil's Rights Law. Furthermore, Israel is working to raise awareness of early childhood education within Bedouin society through programs aimed at encouraging kindergarten registration, the construction of centralized kindergarten complexes, and the implementation of initiatives such as "Echo of Life" (transporting mothers to kindergartens and providing guidance from an educational counselor) and "Alphanus Library" (distributing seven books annually to each child).
Regarding the fight against racism, the MoE promotes programs designed to strengthen social cohesion and prevent racism, which include training educational staff and implementing educational programs in schools, in both Hebrew and Arabic. Within the framework of the National Education Law 5713-1953, educational institutions are required to allocate at least a portion of their budgets to programs addressing the prevention of racism, as well as to designate and commemorate specific days such as Children's Rights Day and the Day for the Fight Against Racism. In 2024, schools and kindergartens purchased programs promoting coexistence within Israeli society, with a budget totaling 43 Million NIS (11.6 Million USD).
Additionally, there are specialized educational programs focused on intercultural dialogue and reducing stereotypes, such as: "Leading Change" (education against racism in high schools), "Child Rights Ambassadors" (a program addressing, among other topics, the Convention on the Rights of the Child), "Civil Responsibility – On the Paths of Rights" (a program discussing various forms of discrimination and racism against children from different cultural and social communities), as well as programs fostering dialogue between different groups within Israeli society, including religious Jews, secular Jews, ultra-Orthodox Jews, Arab Muslims and Christians, Druze, and Circassians. These initiatives aim to encourage mutual recognition and strengthen respect among pupils from all sectors.
Article 22(a): The Committee recommended that the State work to promote the empowerment of children across all frameworks and in national policies, ensuring mechanisms are in place to integrate the child’s perspective into public decision-making processes. 
Israel emphasizes that the MoWSA works to ensure that all professional intervention processes concerning children are guided by the principle of their best interests, including their fundamental right to participate in proceedings that affect their lives and to express their views on decisions made regarding their cases. The law governing work with at-risk children, the Youth Law (Care and Supervision) 5720-1960 (hereinafter: "the Youth Law"), and its associated regulations (Youth Regulations (Care and Supervision) (Various Provisions) 5722-1962 Youth Regulations (Care and Supervision) (Procedural Rules) (5731-1970)), already provide mechanisms that guarantee children's active participation in relevant proceedings. Under these, children must be granted the right to express their position before a decision is made in their case, and the proceedings must be conducted in a language they understand, with appropriate translation provided when required (Section 8 of the Law, Section 7a of the regulations).
Additionally, the regulations require that child welfare officers, under the Youth Law, engage in direct dialogue with the child about the proposed treatment and the child’s consent (Section 5(a)(1) of the 1962 regulations), and take the child’s wishes into account as part of the assessment of their best interests, considering their age and evolving capabilities (Section 1a of the 1970 regulations). When further protection of the child’s rights is necessary, the law provides for the appointment of a legal guardian to represent the child's positions independently (Article 8c). The principles of child involvement are embodied in the policy documents and guidelines that direct the work of child welfare officers under the Youth Law. For example, a briefing document for writing reports requires reference to the child’s perspective and addresses emergency situations where the right to participate must be safeguarded. Additionally, a new briefing document provides guidance for child welfare officers on initial therapeutic dialogues with at-risk children.
Moreover, continuous monitoring of the implementation of the child’s right to participate is carried out through the Ministry’s control systems, which explicitly address the examination of the implementation of the principle of participation in the work of child welfare officers. This system strengthens the application of the right to participate through professional training provided to child welfare officers and through ongoing oversight in accordance with the Youth Law. In recent years, a public committee has been established to examine the Youth Law and its related procedures. The committee has formed a subcommittee focused on the implementation of the right of children to participate, which will conclude its work in the coming months and provide recommendations for advancing this issue.
Simultaneously, the MoE also promotes the involvement of children and youth in decisions that affect their lives within the framework of various programs. For example, children participate in municipal committees under the Municipalities Ordinance of 2000. Within the "Young Ambassadors of Children's Rights" program, pupils learn about the challenges of implementing the CRC and develop proposals for proactive actions that can advance the realization of rights through personal and civic responsibility. They present their findings to diplomats and to the Knesset's Committee on the Rights of the Child. In the "Civil Responsibility – Trustees of Children’s Rights" program, middle school pupils work to raise awareness of their rights and lead initiatives with local authorities to promote children’s rights, which are presented in the Knesset. Additionally, children participate in the creation of urban master plans, with 3,000 children and youth involved in developing urban growth and development plans in areas relevant to their lives. 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Justice has fostered the participation of youth representatives in various platforms such as the Director General's Committee, the annual conference of the Coordination Unit for Children and Youth Rights, as well as in various seminars and workshops. In addition, the Ministry of Justice actively promotes public awareness of children's rights through TikTok videos in collaboration with the National Pupils and Youth Council. 
Lastly, the MoE collaborates with the National Pupils and Youth Council to promote changes in Director General’s circulars and various procedures, such as issues related to pupils' rights, participation in programs for the rights of minors in criminal proceedings, and preparation for representation in the Knesset.
Article 24(a): The Committee expressed concern about the suppression of children’s freedom of expression following the events of October 7th and recommended ensuring that the right of all children to freedom of expression and association is upheld, allowing children to express criticism of the government without fear of arrest or prosecution. 
The Committee's concern is unfounded, as pupils are not penalized for expressing their views in social and civic discourse conducted in general, as well as within the framework of lessons and activities in the classroom and school. During lessons pupils have the opportunity to present reasoned opinions, raise critical perspectives, and engage in independent thinking, provided that such expression does not harm others. Furthermore, the 2016 circular issued by the MoE's Director General, titled "National Program for Meaningful Learning", encourages educational discussions on controversial topics. The program promotes open, fair, and respectful dialogue, in which pupils can express their opinions and think independently, while respecting differing viewpoints.
Article 24(b): The Committee recommended ensuring that children receive support for their initiatives. 
Israel's educational system already encourages entrepreneurship and innovation among children and youth in all areas, both within the school curriculum and in civic and social initiatives. A prominent example of this is the initiative of high school pupils in Rishon Lezion, who launched a campaign supporting the release of children taken hostage during the events of October 7th, 2023 (hereinafter, "October 7th"). The pupils urged all Israeli pupils to write letters advocating for the release of the hostage children. Due to the success of the campaign, these letters were published worldwide, reaching 40 countries and tens of thousands of opinion leaders, social activists, and political figures. 
In addition, the Government Coordination Unit for Children’s and Youth Rights holds an annual conference on International Children’s Rights Day. Last year’s conference focused on the theme “Children in War, Children in Routine,” with a significant portion dedicated to ‘Youth Leading Change.’ During this segment, seven diverse youth organizations from across the country showcased their inspiring initiatives during these challenging times. These included diverse youth organizations and schools from across the country, such as national councils, special education institutions, and regional youth forums. Children and youth also participated in panels and roundtable discussions held at the conference. 
Article 26: The Committee recommended enhancing the capabilities of professionals to prevent and respond to cases of violence against children, including sexual and domestic violence, and ensuring that all victims have access to tailored services and support. 
A circular from the Director General of the MoE, titled "The Obligation to Report a Crime Against a Minor According to Law and the Investigation of Pupils as Victims or Witnesses" (2022), addresses the need for education personnel to be equipped with appropriate knowledge to assist pupils in a professional manner. The MoE collaborates with the professionals of the PCS to provide training to education teams on identifying at-risk children and youth, with an emphasis on all populations and various age groups. Furthermore, each year, the education system observes the "Education System Week Against Sexual Violence," where the topic is explored with pupils based on their age and developmental stage. Topics such as healthy sexuality, the prevention of sexual abuse, and the maintenance of personal safety are discussed in talks and lessons.
Moreover, sexual abuse is addressed in training for educational counselors, with a focus on promoting healthy sexuality, aiming to empower education teams and prevent incidents of sexual abuse among pupils. Counselors and psychologists also provide support to pupils in the event of abuse, and inter-ministerial collaborations are initiated when necessary. Educational institutions can consult subject-matter expert instructors from all segments of the population, forming the professional framework for counselors and education teams in this field.
Article 31(a): The Committee recommended that the State of Israel define and criminalize the sale of children as a distinct offense, separate from trafficking in persons. 
Israeli legislation criminalizes trafficking in persons, encompassing a wide range of exploitative purposes, including organ removal, slavery, forced labor, prostitution, pornography, and sexual offenses. The law explicitly prohibits any transactions involving persons for such exploitative purposes, with the maximum penalty for this offense being 20 years in prison when minors are involved. 
The definition of trafficking in persons under Israeli law includes two central components: the carrying out of a transaction in a person (whether by sale, purchase, or any other transaction) and the purpose of exploitation. Thus, the law also covers actions such as offering, supplying, or receiving children, which align with the actions defined in the Optional Protocol as the sale of children. Therefore, the crime of trafficking in persons in Israel is sufficiently broad to encompass the sale of children under the existing prohibition, without necessitating a separate definition or additional requirements beyond those outlined in the Optional Protocol.
Moreover, Israel has recently completed the final stage of its review under the UN Convention against Transnational Organized Crime (UNTOC) and its Protocols, examining its adherence to the criminalization provisions in the UNTOC and the TIP Protocol, becoming the second country globally to do so. The final document approved in February 2025 in relation to the TIP Protocol, following several years of examination by the reviewing states, concluded that "Israeli legislation appears to be largely aligned with the Trafficking in Persons Protocol". 
Article 38(c): The Committee urged the State of Israel to ensure the early identification of mental health issues in schools and to expand the coverage of educational psychology services to all children aged 3–18. 
Israel notes that the psychologists and educational counselors of the PCS provide comprehensive services to all school communities, across all age groups and social groups. These services include diagnosis, treatment, advice for pupils and parents, as well as guidance for educational teams and school administrations, both in regular and special education settings, in routine and emergency situations. They address mental well-being and mental health concerns across all populations, covering the entire developmental continuum.
In response to the traumatic impact of the events of October 7th, and the ensuing multi-front war, the Ministry of Education established a national Victim Response Directorate to coordinate the rehabilitation and integration of pupils affected by armed conflict, including those who were taken hostage, missing, murdered, injured, or orphaned. This Directorate develops policies and procedures to address trauma, bereavement, and loss, while also ensuring the provision of welfare, health, economic, and legal support.
A structured, multi-tiered response system was implemented, including national, regional, and school-level teams. These teams provide psychological and emotional support, designate a dedicated educational contact person for each affected pupil, and collaborate closely with other government bodies including the Ministry of Welfare, Health, Justice, and the National Insurance Institute.
To immediately address the mass trauma caused by the October 7 attacks, the Ministry of Education’s Psychological Counseling Service (SHEFI) launched a national mental health response. This included the recruitment of over 1,000 psychologists and educational counselors, strategically deployed to evacuation centers, host schools, and crisis-affected communities. SHEFI professionals also supported educators and caregivers, recognizing the shared trauma many experienced and promoting both coping and resilience through a systemic, community-based therapeutic model. 
A special circular, published on April 14th, 2024 outlines comprehensive procedures for supporting pupils dealing with prolonged crises. It includes both short, and long-term interventions for children who have lost family members or whose relatives were injured, taken hostage, or are missing. Support measures include emotional, educational, and social accommodations tailored to the pupil's developmental stage, staff training, classroom support, parental engagement, and adjustments to academic expectations and assessments.
Pupils returning from captivity or displacement are supported through individualized educational and therapeutic plans developed collaboratively by educators, psychological services, and social workers. Unique interventions such as one-on-one mentoring, transportation services, Hebrew language instruction for families of hostages, and home-based learning options are also provided.
A 24/7 emotional support hotline was activated immediately on October 7th, offering multilingual psychological assistance to pupils, parents, and educators. It evolved in real-time to meet shifting needs, ranging from coping with active danger to managing grief and school reintegration. Parallel efforts included school-based consultations, over 30 targeted Zoom sessions for parents in various languages, and tailored guidance to communities. SHEFI also produced resilience-building materials, such as classroom activities and social-emotional content, as part of the national “Life Skills” curriculum.
Orphaned children are given additional protection and care through the appointment of guardians by social services and close coordination between welfare authorities and educational institutions. All such pupils are integrated into the education system with ongoing support from psychological and counseling services, tailored to their emotional and academic needs.
Special focus was given to younger children through initiatives like the “Hibuki” (a hug) program, which offered psychological first aid using therapeutic dolls, reaching over 5,000 children and parents. Furthermore, a dedicated support framework was created for pupils impacted by death, hostage taking, or captivity, in close collaboration with the Hostage and Missing Persons Directorate. This multidimensional approach reflects Israel’s commitment to ensuring holistic and sustained mental health care during and after crises.
[bookmark: _Hlk194852121]Article 40(a): The Committee recommended the rapid legislation of the Climate Law and the allocation of sufficient resources to mitigate the impacts of climate change. 
Please note that the Climate Bill is currently under discussion in the Knesset as part of the standard legislative process. Additionally, the issue of resource allocation is being examined within the framework of the Ministry of Finance (MoF) and other relevant government ministries, in accordance with the processes of law enactment and policy implementation. It is important to highlight that following the events of October 7, the Government’s budgetary priorities are being reviewed. Nevertheless, the Ministry of Environmental Protection (MoEP) remains committed to securing the necessary resources to meet Israel’s international targets and obligations under the Paris Agreement and the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.
Article 40(b): The Committee recommended strengthening measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to ensure compliance with the net-zero carbon emissions target by 2050 at the latest. 
In accordance with the Paris Agreement, Israel has committed to an 85% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2050, as outlined in its latest Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC), and remains committed to achieving this target. Additionally, Israel has declared its aspiration to reach net-zero emissions by 2050, a goal reflected in the climate bill currently under discussion in the Knesset.
Article 40(c): The Committee recommended ensuring that environmental legislation and policies incorporate an ongoing assessment of their impacts on children’s rights. 
Please note, that as in other countries, environmental policy seeks to balance current needs with long-term considerations, including the well-being of future generations. This balance is inherently political, and Israel's commitment is reflected in its NDC, as submitted in accordance with Article 4 of the Paris Agreement.
Article 40(d): The Committee recommended establishing age-appropriate mechanisms to enable children and youth to express their views on environmental policy decisions. 
In this regard, the MoEP maintains an ongoing dialogue with children and youth on environmental issues. For example, the Ministry participated in a joint meeting with youth to discuss the implications of climate change. Additionally, children and youth representatives are invited to attend relevant Knesset Committees. One such example is a recent discussion in the Knesset’s Interior and Environment Committee, during which, a 15-year-old girl was invited to present her perspective, offering a critical evaluation of climate policy’s impact on young people. Moreover, various organizations in Israel actively represent youth in public discussions on environmental issues, ensuring their voices are heard in relevant policy debates.
Looking ahead, Israel is launching a national program - the Israeli Youth Climate Conference - where pupils from across the country will engage in webinars led by climate researchers, analyze outcomes of recent summits, and develop youth-authored environmental policy proposals. These proposals will be presented to decision-makers, rooted in principles of active citizenship and relevant legislation. 
Article 40(e): The Committee recommended integrating rights-based environmental education into school curricula. 
Israel wishes to clarify that environmental education is incorporated into the curricula throughout the Israeli education system, from kindergarten through twelfth grade. In early childhood and elementary education, the focus is on fostering an emotional connection to nature, instilling a sense of environmental responsibility, and introducing foundational concepts related to climate change. In middle school, environmental education comprises scientific, social, and technological perspectives, exposing pupils to global environmental challenges such as climate change, air and water pollution, and biodiversity loss. At the high school level, the curriculum emphasizes critical thinking, decision-making, and practical engagement in environmental issues. Pupils study the interconnections between the environment, society, and the economy, while also exploring topics such as renewable energy, environmental policy, and green innovation. These subjects are integrated across multiple disciplines, including science, geography, and technology.
These efforts were further reinforced through the educational initiative developed around the COP29 Climate Conference in Baku, Azerbaijan. The initiative included the live participation of over 2,000 pupils from across Israel in a series of real-time educational broadcasts. These sessions encouraged pupils to express their views and engage in open dialogue on global climate policy, offering a unique platform for youth participation in international environmental discourse.
Article 43: The Committee recommended the development of educational materials with the participation of both Israeli and Palestinian children, that foster respect and appreciation for race, ethnicity, culture, and gender, while strengthening education on children's rights in accordance with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Israel notes that the National Supervision of Pupils’ Rights is engaged in developing teaching materials and learning units for pupils and educators on these topics, in accordance with Articles 2, 28, and 29 of the Convention. These educational materials also include content marking international observances and significant national days in Israel, such as International Women’s Day, the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (January), Children's Rights Day, the International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women (October), and Accessibility Day for Persons with Disabilities. The materials are based on the fundamental principles of the State of Israel, as well as international frameworks such as the CRC, CERD and the CESCR.
Article 56(b): The Committee recommended ensuring that recruitment policies align with the provisions of the Optional Protocol and considering an increase in the minimum recruitment age to 18 years. 
Israel emphasizes that, in accordance with Military Service Order 09-10, Section 14, no individual recruited for military service at an early age is deployed on combat missions before reaching the age of 18, as calculated according to the Hebrew calendar. Furthermore, Section 2(1) of the Defense Service Law [Consolidated Version] 5746-1986 stipulates that the determination of ages for recruitment and combat assignment purposes is based on the Hebrew calendar. Given that the Hebrew calendar is largely aligned with the Gregorian calendar, significant discrepancies in age calculation are not anticipated and cannot surpass a few weeks.
Article 56(f): The Committee recommended that the military committee responsible for reviewing applications for exemption from military service on the grounds of conscientious objection include at least one expert in children's rights and child psychology. 
It should be noted that applications for exemption on grounds of conscience are only considered once a candidate for military service has reached the age of 18. Consequently, neither the Advisory Committee for Exemption on Grounds of Conscience nor the Appeals Committee above it, process cases involving minors. Therefore, there is no justification for requiring the inclusion of an expert in child psychology or children's rights on these committees.
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