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Closing statement by the Government of Sweden to the Committee for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 11–12 March 2024
[bookmark: _Hlk121846926]Mr/Ms Chair, distinguished Members of the Committee, dear NGO representatives, ladies and gentlemen,
Thank you for two days of fruitful dialogue!
It has been a positive and highly informative experience that will guide us in our continuous work to promote, protect and ensure the full and equal enjoyment of all human rights of persons with disabilities. 
Participating in this constructive dialogue with you has been very valuable. As the Minister for Social Services, I am responsible for the coordination of disability policy and I look forward to reporting back and sharing important information and learnings with my colleagues in the Swedish Government. 
We have done our very best to provide you with answers to your questions and, hopefully, demonstrated our sincere engagement.
Let me reiterate that Sweden recognises the essential role that accountability mechanisms such as this Committee and supplementary reports play in a vibrant democracy and in safeguarding human rights.   
Addressing the Swedish civil society organisations that are here today, I would like to thank you for your participation in this dialogue and for your engagement. We will organise a meeting in Stockholm on the 29th of May where you will be invited to give your views on this dialogue and the Committee’s recommendations, but before that, let me invite you to a brief meeting in the conference room E-1014/16 directly after the dialogue to say a few words and to receive your reflections. 
Our goal is equal living conditions and full participation in society for persons with disabilities, using the CRPD as a starting point. All women, men, girls and boys need to be given a genuine chance to thrive in life. Sweden has long been committed to advancing this agenda, and I am very proud and committed to carry this work forward. 
I look forward to receiving the Committee’s recommendations as well as the continued dialogue with the organisations that represent persons with disabilities. It will be a valuable contribution in our work towards the fulfilment of rights of all persons with disabilities.  
Thank you for your attention. 
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