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SurDH:

The "South" is not only a geographical reference (the place where lives the vast poor majority of the planet) but an ethical and political reference that involves the option for those who have been excluded and / or oppressed by the colonial, patriarchal and capitalist context over life: women, grassroots, indigenous peoples, Afro-descendants communities, peasants, sexual diversity people and the nature itself. SurDH is a space for articulation aimed to think and act from the South, accompanying and encouraging struggles for a dignified life and a radically democratic economic, political, social and cultural context that makes it possible.

In that sense, the Alternative Human Rights Network, SURDH, has the duty to submit additional information to the Third Report of the Government of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela under the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

It is important to point out that throughout the period covered by the report presented by the Venezuelan State, in addition to public policies and existing institutions to satisfy human rights enshrined in the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, the State has made great economic and human efforts and social missions were created as implementing bodies of public policies aimed at guaranteeing the fundamental rights of the population, such as education, health, food, identity, work, culture, among others, with emphasis on the historically most excluded sectors without prejudice to those already included. These missions have extraordinary resources of the national budget, coordination is inter-ministerial and one of the key elements for its creation and implementation is the active and enthusiastic participation of organized communities. These social missions have allowed not only comply with the guarantee of human rights enshrined in the Constitution, but to go further and expand in many cases the content of those rights.

The Bolivarian government throughout the period covered by this report, has prioritized investment in social and structural policy of the State, holding it in two-thirds of their income, even in times of economic contraction that has prevailed in the country due to the fall of oil prices. Thanks to this high investment has been achieved a significant reduction in overall poverty (15% in 2014) and extreme poverty from 10.5% in 2000 to 5.4% in 2014, and has decreased inequality approaching the poor to effective access to their rights and reducing the income gap between the richest 20% and the poorest 20% at 5.7 times.

It is essential to remember that during the period covered by this report, Venezuela has gone through three negative events for the country and the people. On April 11, 2002 opposition to the government, supported by foreign governments and entrepreneurs, carried out a coup d´état against the legitimate President Hugo Rafael Chavez Frias for 48 hours. The president was restored to power on April 13, 2002, in the early morning hours by the intervention of the people and the armed forces. Similarly, on December 2, 2002, broke a general strike called by entrepreneurs of Fedecámaras. Subsequently, the major positions of the Venezuelan oil company, PDVSA, joined the general strike, conducting a national oil strike. On February 2, 2003, the political opposition acknowledged its defeat. The economic losses for the country are estimated at 15 billion dollars. And finally, since President Nicolas Maduro won the elections, on April 14, 2013 until June 2014, the most radical political opposition, began political violence that have resulted in the death of 52 people, more of 800 injured, and an amount of damage to public and private property. They carried out several cuts of routes which directly cause the violation of the right to education, health and freedom of movement, as thousands of people were confined to their homes without the possibility of leaving.

However, beyond attempts to undermine the government of President Hugo Chávez first and now President Nicolas Maduro, advances in the protection of economic, social and cultural rights are undeniable, as was recognized by different instances of the Universal Human Rights Protection System, such as UNESCO, FAO, ILO, among others.

In that sense, we then submit additional information on human rights to education, housing and health in recent years.

The human right to education

Advances in education over the last fifteen years is a public and notorious fact in our country. Proof of this is free education in the public school system that was possible with the express prohibition of tuition fees during the first year of Hugo Chavez presidential term.

Venezuela defeated illiteracy thanks to the implementation of Robinson Mission which has graduated to date to 2,762,074 students[footnoteRef:1], one of the most noble and beautiful programs that this land has received. Bolivarian Schools were created, rescuing and honoring the ideals of our most giant father liberator, Simon Bolivar, as a place where the students receive quality education, extended hours, with a training program that includes cultural activities and feeding. The School Feeding Program was launched with absolute priority, and most recently was created the Venezuelan Corporation for School Feeding, structure to optimize the processes of marketing, distribution, processing and food production, and to establish a new school food culture in our population. The public policy of social missions, were essential to ensure the inclusion of all people, and equal opportunities in education, distinguishing the role played throughout the national territory by the Educational Missions Robinson, Ribas (high school) and Sucre (university).

If you compare 1998 and 2014, the coverage of educational policy presented the following results: increased in early education enrollment of 43% (737,967 people) to 77% (1,605,391 people); increased in enrollment in primary education of 86% (3,261,343) to 93% (3,473,886). In the case of secondary education, there is an increase in enrollment of 48% (400,794) to 76% (1,620,583). The attendance of people between 3 and 16 years, increased from 84.4% in 1997/1998 to 91.3% in 2013/2014[footnoteRef:2]. Also there was a 204% increase in technical schools. The number of teachers has increased since 1998/99 to 2012/13 at 188%. With the Bolivarian government there has been a policy of increasing the working conditions of teachers that far exceeds the situation of the decades of the 80s and 90s. The beneficiaries of the School Feeding Program have grown from 119,512 in 1998 to 4,352,972 in 2013, representing an increase of 3,542%. Over 2,476,266 Canaimitas (PCs) and more than 35 million books have been delivered, all for free. Coverage of university education increased from 862,862 students in the year 2000 to 2,629,312 students in 2014[footnoteRef:3].

Finally it should be noted that during 2014, was held a National Consultation for Quality Education in order to know the opinion of the Venezuelan people about the education we have and the education we want. The level of participation has reached historic character. The Consultation was held in 24 states, 335 municipalities and 1,136 districts. There participated 7,233,489 people, ie 26.8% of the population older than 6 years in our country, implying that 3 out of 10 Venezuelans expressed their opinion and was conducted in 20,748 schools, public and private. From there emerged recommendations which are being translated into public policy. Additionally, were consulted organizations grouping private schools, churches, universities and civil society organizations[footnoteRef:4].

 [1:  Data of the Ministry of People´s Power for Education]  [2:  Data of the Ministry of People´s Power for Education.]  [3:  Report Venezuela en Cifras. Ministry of People´s Power for Planning. 2015.  ]  [4:  Data of the Ministry of People´s Power for Education.] 

The human right to housing

The public policy in this area has had very important achievements during this period. In 2002 the National Government issued Decree 1666, which establishes the delivery of title to the property of urban lands through a process of regularization of land in popular urban settlements, with communities in the leading role and main executors, organized by Urban Land Committees. This has allowed to provide legal certainty on the possession and enjoyment of housing sectors historically excluded.

In 2009 was launched a policy called Barrio Nuevo, Barrio Tricolor aimed to the restoration of housing through the replacement of roofs, painting, repair of the internal structure of the house, walkways and stairs and, finally, remodeling frontages and pathways.

In 2010, following a period of heavy rain occurred landslides, overflowing rivers and streams and floods, which essentially affected families in the popular sectors. The State guaranteed shelter, food, and other related rights to all families affected which lost their homes. To organize this public policy a Special Act on Shelters was passed to protect people in emergencies or disasters. This Act is to regulate the construction, development, preparation, organization, comprehensive care and management of shelters across the country.

In 2010 is created the Great Housing Mission Venezuela, as a State policy aimed at providing decent housing for all Venezuelans who are in worst conditions of social vulnerability and thus cope structurally and definitively the problem of housing shortage in the country. This mission includes the construction of two million housing units between 2011 and 2017. The objective of the plan is to cover the current housing deficit inherited from previous governments.

The Great Housing Mission Venezuela reached 70 percent of the goal set for 2011-2012. Until April 2015 have already been delivered 700,000 households and has invested a total of 461,000 billion bolivars and $73,312,000.00[footnoteRef:5].

Today we have legislation that protects the rights of tenants and prohibits arbitrary eviction which prevents people without home ownership are abandoned on the street.

Between 1999 and 2013 public investment in housing increased 43 times from 966,792.00 to 16,550,321.5[footnoteRef:6]. Also, the percentage of inadequate housing (ranches) which was 6.6% in 1998, decreased to 4.2% in 2014[footnoteRef:7].

The human right to health

In the field of health, in recent years, a number of missions have been developed to try to cover all claims that had been unsatisfied for many years. Thus, we can mention the Mission Barrio Adentro I, Barrio Adentro II, Barrio Adentro III, Barrio Adentro IV, Mission Milagro (Miracle) and Mission Sonrisa (Smile). Similarly, in 2009, began the Mission Child Jesus, with the aim of improving care for pregnant women, newborns and children under five years, work that includes the participation of Community Councils. Thus, the coverage of the national public health system reaches 82%[footnoteRef:8].

The rate of prevalence of undernourishment is currently below 5%. For the period 1998/2000 it stood at 21.0%. Malnutrition in children under 5 years was 5.3% and for 2013 at 3.4%, implying that Venezuela is the fourth country with the lowest infant malnutrition[footnoteRef:9].

Importantly, life expectancy for men increased from 68.1 in 1990 to 72.06 in 2014; in the case of women increased from 73.9 in 1990 to 78.14 in 2014.

Access to drinking water went from 80% in 1998 to 95% in 2014, fulfilling the goal of the Millennium Development Goals in coverage of this service. Infant mortality has fallen from 25.76 in 1990 to 13.38 years in 2014.

It has been guaranteed universal and free access to antiretroviral drugs, drugs for opportunistic infections and other STIs, laboratory reagents for testing, delivery kits and nutritional supplements, among others, for 100% of patients who require without any discrimination

The issue of maternal mortality is a major challenge for the Venezuelan State, which requires consistent and lasting political matter.

 [5:  http://www.avn.info.ve/contenido/700-mil-familias-cuentan-viviendas-dignas-gmvv.
]  [6:  In thousand bolivars. Report Venezuela en Cifras. Ministry if People´s Power for Planning. 2015.]  [7:  Report Venezuela en Cifras. Ministry of People´s Power for Planning. 2015]  [8:  Report Venezuela en Cifras. Ministry of People´s Power for Planning. 2015]  [9:  Report Venezuela en Cifras. Ministry of People´s Power for Planning. 2015 ] 

Recommendations

Regarding the right to housing

1. With regard to the right to decent housing, it is recommended to further develop the Great Housing Mission Venezuela, to ensure adequate housing for the sectors that are in a condition of greater social vulnerability.
2. Continue with the model of public policies of the Great Housing Mission Venezuela based on the coordination and articulation between different instances of the National Government and citizen participation, to ensure efficiency, effectiveness and efficiency in the planning, implementation and monitoring of this public policy.
3. Continue to strengthen the participation of civil society and social organizations throughout the planning and management of the Great Housing Mission Venezuela, especially through a model of self-build housing by the organizations and communities.
4. Deepen the regulation of interest on mortgage loans from the private financial sector, in order to avoid usury and thus ensure access of households to credit.
5. Expand the loan portfolio that the private financial sector must allocate to ensure access to housing.
6. Strengthen control policies to the private sector construction to prevent frauds and scams in homeownership.
7. Continue with policies aimed at protecting people living under a regime of tenancy

Regarding the right to education

8. As regards the right to a quality education, it is important to continue running the recommendations stated in the National Consultation for Quality Education.
9. Continue the delivery of Canaimitas (laptops) to ensure access to education and free information by all children.
10. Continue to strengthen access and use of internet in schools through the expansion of the Centers for Informatics and Telematics.
11. Ensure access to free textbooks through the Bicentennial Collection in the basic education subsystem.
12. Continue to strengthen educational policies to encourage participation and shared management in schools, according to what is set in Resolution 058 on Education Councils.
13. Strengthen policies aimed at educational inclusion, particularly those developed by Missions Robinson, Ribas and Sucre to ensure access to education sectors in conditions of greater social vulnerability.
14. Continue the policies of participation of civil society and leading comprehensive design and implementation of public policies, as developed through the National Consultation for Quality Education.
15. Develop laws, regulations and resolutions derived from the Organic Law of Education and those arising from the recommendations of the National Consultation for Quality Education.
16. Strengthen policies aimed at regulating tuition in private educational institutions of the basic education subsystem to avoid arbitrary increments that prevent school continuation of the students in this sector.
17. Regulate tuition in private educational institutions in higher education subsystem to avoid arbitrary increments that prevent school continuation of the students in this sector.

Regarding the right to health

18. Strengthen the public free access to sexual and reproductive health care for women throughout the country, operating optimally (envelope, equipment, personnel, treatment, etc.,) for all stages of women life.
19. Continue to ensure free and timely access to medicines and contraception, as access to free public services for post-exposure prophylaxis treatment to HIV.
20. Strengthen policies aimed at the prevention and treatment of early pregnancy as this impacts negatively on the potential development of projects of life in adolescents, guaranteeing a direct and transversal sex education throughout the educational process of girls, boys, adolescents and youth, access to sexual health services for adolescents, massive information campaigns demystifying the male bias for use of condom or male condom, among others.
21. Continue to strengthen the provision of medicinal products throughout the network of public health, with special emphasis on sectors that are in conditions of greater social vulnerability
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