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The meeting was called to order at 3 p.m.
		Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 19 of the Convention (continued)
	Sixth periodic report of Chile (continued) (CAT/C/CHL/6; CAT/C/CHL/Q/6)
At the invitation of the Chair, the delegation of Chile took places at the Committee table.
Mr. Künsemüller (Chile) said that following the reform of criminal procedure, investigations fell exclusively within the purview of the Public Prosecution Service, which was independent from the judiciary. Due process judges did not conduct investigations but were responsible for guaranteeing respect for the rights of the parties during proceedings. Cases involving allegations of torture committed during the dictatorship, however, were investigated and prosecuted by specialized judges under the former inquisitorial system. 
Mr. Soto (Chile) said that Act No. 20.968 defined the crime of torture and provided for penalties, in line with the Convention against Torture and the Inter-American Convention to Prevent and Punish Torture. Article 150 of the Criminal Code laid down a graded penalty system for prison officials found guilty of torture. For torture proper, the minimum sentence was imprisonment of seven and half years and for aggravated torture, which included the commission of another offence such as murder, the minimum sentence was imprisonment of 15 years and the maximum was life imprisonment. The majority of prosecutions for torture fell under those provisions, for which the statute of limitations was 15 years. In addition, following extensive parliamentary debate, legislative amendments had been made to article 150 to distinguish between acts which caused suffering and those which diminished the detainee’s free will, and to reduce sentences pertaining to the latter, for which a statute of limitations of five years had been set. Statutes of limitations were not applicable to offences under Act No. 20.357, which criminalized crimes against humanity, genocide and war crimes, in line with applicable international standards. The Code of Criminal Procedure also provided for statutes of limitations ranging from 5 to 15 years for other crimes associated with torture or ill-treatment. Strict oversight mechanisms were in place to eliminate impunity for all such crimes. 
The case of Alex Lemun, who had been killed in 2002, had been reopened by the Supreme Court despite the expiry of the statute of limitations and was currently under investigation. Regarding the allegations of torture in detention by Vicente Retamal Salgado in June 2018, an investigation was under way, conducted by special prosecutors in Valparaiso. With respect to the so-called “Operation Hurricane” case, nine officials from the police and national intelligence units were being investigated or were subject to precautionary measures for falsifying documents, among other offences. One official had been placed in preventive detention. The case of Rodrigo Donoso Jiménez, who had been shot at the Talagante remand centre on 29 January 2012, had been suspended. The official involved had not been found guilty as evidence had shown that his acts might have been in accordance with protocols on prison escapes. Allegations of torture under interrogation by José Peralino, who was represented by private counsel and a member of the National Human Rights Institute, were being investigated in accordance with due process. 
Various cases relating to crimes committed by members of the National Service for Minors were being investigated, including more than 250 cases regarding children who had died between 2005 and 2016. Investigations were also under way into more than 50 cases of torture and ill-treatment, and some 25 cases of sexual or commercial exploitation of children. All cases of sexual abuse committed by members of the Catholic Church from 2000 were to be prosecuted, even where the statute of limitations had expired, in order to afford justice to all victims. Coordinated efforts were being made with all bodies involved in prosecuting cases of torture in prisons to encourage complaints and reduce reprisals. 
Mr. Torres (Chile) said that between 2009 and May 2018, more than 1,000 cases of torture or ill-treatment had come before the courts, 810 of them between 2014 and May 2018. Almost 600 of the total number of cases had been closed and various prison sentences had been handed down in around 45 cases between 2014 and May 2018. Regulations in line with international standards were in place to determine compensation for victims of torture. With regard to the death in 2011 of Manuel Gutiérrez, a criminal investigation had been launched, and sentences were pending. No appeals for redress had been registered with regard to the case of Jaime Faundo Mendoza Collio who had been shot by a police officer during a dispute over indigenous territory in 2009. 
Mr. Candia (Chile) said that Act No. 20.476 of 2010 and Act No. 20.968 of 2016 restricted the jurisdiction of the military courts to cases associated with military personnel. Act No. 20.477, amending the Code of Military Justice, prohibited prosecutions by military courts of all cases involving civilians and minors, and oversight mechanisms were in place in that regard. Conflicts over jurisdiction were resolved by the Supreme Court, which, over the previous two years, had dealt with 17 such cases and referred all to the ordinary courts. 
Mr. Arévalo (Chile) said that all persons deprived of their liberty had the legal right to notify a relative within 24 hours of being taken into custody or transferred to another centre by means of a single telephone call. As at June 2018, over 12,500 women were being held in detention. Of those, around 30 per cent were in penitentiary establishments and around 70 per cent were serving alternative sentences in open institutions. Various intervention programmes were available to women detainees, such as a credit initiative that had been rolled out in the women’s prison in Santiago to assist women in setting up their own businesses and starting a family, and a vocational training programme. National social reintegration programmes were conducted with a view to reducing recidivism, which offered psychosocial and sports modules. For women in San Miguel prison, an educational initiative had been established which involved arts, sports and training modules. In coordination with the national service for rehabilitation and prevention of drug and alcohol abuse, just over 20 units for the treatment for persons with drug or alcohol addictions had been established within penitentiary establishments, which, as at June 2018, were assisting some 150 persons. 
A technical committee was being set up under the Institute for Judicial Studies to consider the main issues for inclusion in a bill on sentence enforcement. Sentences were currently regulated under Exempt Resolution No. 4247 of 2013. Standards were also being developed on the use of solitary confinement in prisons, which never exceeded two consecutive days and to which currently just over 20 per cent of the prison population was subject. There was one maximum-security prison in the country, which currently held 85 persons, who were entitled to contact with officials and their families, and to time outdoors. In addition, certain prisons housed maximum-security units, the detainees of which had contact with officials, family members, lawyers and representatives of the National Human Rights Institute. 
While the Prison Service was a hierarchical institution with army-trained senior officials, it was not a military establishment. Just under 30 medical professionals were employed in the Service. By law, security searches of visitors to penitentiary institutions were conducted by officials of the same sex. Steps were being taken to introduce technology, such as body scans, to guarantee security while protecting the dignity of visitors. In order to protect the dignity of detainees and improve their living conditions, significant investments were being made for various projects in several prisons, including construction, renovation, and the improvement of services. Further construction was envisaged. With a view to reducing fire risk, works were being carried out to standardize electrical systems and basic fire prevention systems were being introduced in over 50 establishments. Under the national human rights plan, human rights units operated in all prisons in the country, tasked with raising awareness of the rights of all vulnerable groups in regard, inter alia, to the use of force and the prevention of torture. In 2017, the human rights units had received around 540 complaints from various sources, including families of inmates, most of which concerned violations of physical and personal integrity. 
Any offences committed by prison officials were reported to the Public Prosecution Service within 24 hours of being detected. More than 250 deaths had been reported in prisons between 2013 and May 2018 and, a programme to address that issue had been introduced. The Government had signed an agreement with the National Human Rights Institute on the prevention of torture in penitentiary establishments, and work was being done to improve the reporting and investigating procedures relating to complaints of torture, in cooperation with the Public Prosecution Service and other relevant actors. Training and awareness programmes in human rights were being rolled out for prison guards with a view to fostering a culture of prevention of torture. 
The case of Celestino Cordoba had been dealt with in accordance with the International Labour Organization (ILO) Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169) and national procedural rules. 
Mr. Latorre (Chile) said that laws were enacted by the lower and upper houses of Congress, namely the Chamber of Deputies and the Senate, both of which established committees to undertake in-depth studies of proposed legislation. Despite being subject to a deadline, the approval of bills was sometimes a slow process, as had been the case with the bill designating the National Human Rights Institute as the national preventive mechanism tasked with visiting detention facilities in order to prevent torture and ill-treatment. Under the bill, members of an independent committee of experts to be established by the National Human Rights Institute would be selected by means of a competitive examination. The bill had been approved unanimously by the Chamber of Deputies in January 2018 and on 9 July 2018 the executive had proposed a number of amendments to ensure that the legislation was consistent with the provisions of the Optional Protocol. High priority had now been accorded to the adoption and promulgation of the bill and to the launching of the national preventive mechanism. 
Ms. Soza (Chile) said that the Carabineros (police) were monitored by a number of oversight and accountability mechanisms. A Department of Internal Affairs investigated complaints and imposed disciplinary sanctions for all forms of misconduct. The general public could also lodge complaints via the Internet or an anonymous telephone number. Since the establishment of the Human Rights Department of the Carabineros in 2012, a number of measures had been taken to align domestic legislation with international human rights standards. The Carabineros had also signed a memorandum of understanding in 2012 with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) with a view to ensuring that law enforcement officers complied with international human rights law during the performance of their duties. Ten training courses for Carabinero human rights instructors had been held since the signing of the memorandum of understanding. 
A circular containing rules applicable to the use of force, including firearms, by the Carabineros had been published in 2013. It was fully consistent with the Code of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials and the Basic Principles on the Use of Force and Firearms by Law Enforcement Officials. Thirty protocols governing the maintenance of law and order had been issued in 2014. They were publicly available and addressed issues such as protection by the Carabineros of the right to demonstrate, and interaction with the National Human Rights Institute, the media and civil society organizations. The only publications that remained restricted were certain operational manuals of the Carabineros. The Chilean Transparency Council had endorsed such restrictions in cases where there were sound reasons for non-disclosure in a ruling handed down on 14 June 2017.
There had admittedly been cases involving excessive use of force by the Carabineros, for instance in order to suppress demonstrations. All complaints concerning such acts by public officials were investigated at the administrative level and subsequently, where appropriate, at the level of the criminal courts. In 2017, for example, 34 public officials had been investigated, subjected to administrative sanctions ranging from reprimands to dismissal and, in some cases, referred to the courts. Twenty cases had been investigated to date in 2018. 
Administrative action and criminal proceedings had also been instituted against public officials involved in the suppression of student demonstrations. A working group had been established for the purpose in June 2018 by the Ministry of the Interior. The National Human Rights Institute, the Public Prosecution Service and other stakeholders had been invited to participate in reviewing standard operational protocols for Carabineros and aligning them with international human rights norms governing the right to demonstrate. Officers were now prohibited from carrying firearms when monitoring demonstrations.
The authorities had issued guidelines aimed at reducing the time spent by minor offenders in police custody and ensuring that families, teaching staff and National Human Rights Institute monitors were immediately informed of their whereabouts. The Institute’s monitors had been entitled since 2015 to enter police stations and vehicles in order to verify their compliance with relevant regulations. Closed-circuit television had been installed in 451 of the country’s 805 police stations, and in 50.3 per cent of the special force transport vehicles used by the Carabineros. Women officers had recently been recruited for the purpose of working exclusively with women and minor detainees. 
All officials who used unlawful violence against indigenous communities in rural areas were sanctioned. Peaceful patrols had been conducted since 2013 on behalf of the indigenous communities by highly qualified Carabineros of indigenous origin. A training course for human rights instructors organized in 2016 for 22 Carabineros in the provinces had highlighted issues of particular relevance to the indigenous communities. 
Mr. Celedón (Chile) said that the bill tabled by bulletin No. 9692-7 in November 2014 was intended to align counter-terrorism legislation with international norms. The definition of conduct deemed to constitute terrorist activity had been redefined, for instance the placement of explosive or other devices in locations that posed a threat to people’s life or physical integrity, and the use or possession of radioactive, bacteriological or chemical material or any device that could be used to disseminate such substances. The bill provided for amendments to the Code of Criminal Procedure applicable to special investigative techniques, such as covert agents and surveillance, which would require authorization by the judicial authorities. None of the proposed amendments would impose harsher sentences. Covert agents who failed to comply with their legal mandate were liable to sanctions. The same applied to members of the Public Prosecution Service who failed to report such irregularities within a 24-hour time frame. It had been decided to omit a reference to the vindication of terrorism, since it could be deemed to undermine freedom of expression. 
With regard to the presumption of a terrorist objective, which had been raised in connection with the case of Norín Catrimán et al. v. Chile, the 2010 amendment to the Counter-terrorism Act (Act No. 18.314) deleted the reference to such a presumption. All detainees must be examined by a doctor appointed by an investigating judge, and any negligence in that regard would entail sanctions. With regard to the protection of witnesses, it was not unlawful to reveal their identity provided that certain requirements, such as reasonableness and judicial oversight, were met. Moreover, verdicts could not be based solely on statements that could not be published. The authorities had launched a dialogue with the Mapuche people, including more than 140 leaders, in Araucanía with a view to concluding a national agreement on peace in the region. However, the judiciary was required to investigate and prosecute all illegal acts of violence that could be defined as terrorism.
Ms. Recabarren (Chile) said that her country had made significant progress in recent years in promoting non-discrimination and respect for diversity. Violations of those principles could constitute an aggravating circumstance under article 12 of Act No. 20.609, which was known informally as the Zamudio Act in memory of Daniel Zamudio, who had been brutally murdered on account of his sexual orientation.
Unfortunately, no statistics were available concerning the number of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and intersex (LGBTI) persons deprived of their liberty who had allegedly been subjected to torture or ill-treatment.
Mr. Celedón (Chile) said that steps were being taken to align Act No. 20.430 with international standards. The bill that was currently being discussed sought to regulate the inflow, outflow and transfer of migrants, as well as the status of refugees and asylum seekers and their families. It provided for non-discriminatory admissibility criteria, and covered the right to employment, health care, social security, education, family reunion and the dispatch and receipt of remittances. It also addressed issues such as access to temporary housing, safeguarding of the best interests of the child, the right of migrants in an irregular situation to health care, and the right to a fair trial. Vigorous action would be taken to prevent and prosecute trafficking in human beings. 
On 11 April 2018, Chile had acceded to the Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness and the Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons. Measures to address the needs of undocumented children of migrants were being taken under the “Chile Reconoce” programme by the Migration Department of the Ministry of the Interior and Public Security, in cooperation with the National Human Rights Institute, the Human Rights Centre of Diego Portales University, the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and other bodies. In 2017 Chilean citizenship had been granted to 137 children of migrants. The ultimate aim was to abolish statelessness. 
Persons threatened with expulsion could lodge administrative or constitutional appeals, including the remedies of amparo and habeas corpus. The deadline for appeals had been increased from 24 to 48 hours under the current bill.
A total of 10,811 applications for refugee status had been received since 2015, including 5,093 from Colombians, 3,196 from Cubans and 2,989 from Venezuelans. Additional statistical data would be provided in due course. 
Mr. Rosas (Chile) said that an institutional protocol specified the procedures to be followed by the Directorate General of Investigative Police when persons requested refugee status at border crossings. A written statement was taken from applicants and submitted to the relevant authority. Persons who had crossed the border clandestinely were informed of the requirement to appear before the relevant authority within 10 days. 
Migrants who were subject to administrative expulsion were accommodated temporarily at the headquarters of the Directorate General in Santiago. It provided optimal living and sanitary conditions, and foreign nationals could move about under police supervision. Migrants who had perpetrated offences and were subject to legal expulsion were detained in various detention facilities.
With regard to conditions in Santiago International Airport, there was a transit hall for persons with pending applications and a waiting room for persons who had been declared inadmissible and would shortly be boarding flights. There were no migrant detention centres at the airport.
Special training on border control and best practices was provided at the Police Academy for 300 Investigative Police candidates. Courses were also organized by the Directorate General on human trafficking, international policing, cybercrime, homicide and other issues.
Ms. Contreras (Chile) said that gender-based violence was of grave concern to the Government, which had introduced the Gender Agenda in May of that year and had tabled a bill on the right of women to a life free of violence. The aim of the bill was to improve government services for women victims of violence and achieve cultural change with a view to eradicating violence against women. The bill was in its first reading by the parliamentary committee on family and older person affairs, in which the Minister for Women and Gender Equity took part. A bill on violence between non-cohabiting partners was in its second reading. 
In order to step up violence prevention efforts, a round table had been established in early July of that year and was composed of representatives of the Ministry of the Interior, the Carabineros, the Investigative Police, the National Service for Minors, the Forensic Medical Service, the judiciary and the Public Prosecution Service, to be coordinated by the Ministry for Women and Gender Equity. The round table’s mandate was to make tangible and realistic proposals to: establish a single register of victims so that a woman’s history was available as a means of preventing femicide, strengthen institutions that received complaints of violence and improve the enforcement of protection measures such as restraining orders. 
Between 2011 and 2017, there had been 11 complaints of various types of violence committed against female protesters; they had been transmitted to the relevant office of the Attorney General. No data were available on violence against indigenous women and girls, specifically because the law did not distinguish between victims of different ethnicities. In the femicide cases referred to in paragraph 108 of Chile’s report to the Committee (CAT/C/CHL/6), the male perpetrators had committed suicide immediately after killing the women and the cases had been closed in accordance with article 93 of the Criminal Code and article 50 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which stipulated that criminal responsibility ended with the death of the perpetrator. 
The National Service for Women, in cooperation with the municipality of Recoleta, had been running a shelter for women victims of trafficking and women migrants in exploitative situations since 2012. It had a capacity of 10 women, with or without children, and provided temporary secure accommodation. Since 2015, 20 women had been housed there with their children. The budget allocated to the shelter had increased steadily from 85 million pesos in 2015 to 141 million pesos in 2018. Nine women migrants had been trained as trafficking prevention trainers.
Ms. Fuentes (Chile) said that juvenile detention centres were not overcrowded: the current average occupancy rate was below 50 per cent. Whenever the National Service for Minors was informed of a possible offence by a prison guard against a detained minor, it applied the provisions of the relevant circular, took the necessary protection measures for the victim and referred the case to the Public Prosecution Service. The implementing regulations of Act No. 20.084 on the criminal responsibility of adolescents provided for the Prison Service and the National Service for Minors to coordinate on matters of mutual concern. The Ministry of Education, with support from partners, provided personalized education services to detained adolescents. Academic instruction was the central pillar of the curriculum at all juvenile detention centres and was supplemented by sports and recreational activities, as well as skills training. However, the activities were not sufficient or varied enough to fully engage juvenile detainees, so efforts were being made to enhance them and encourage adherence to activity plans.
Juvenile detainees could file complaints or requests in a confidential manner during the twice-yearly visits of the inter-agency oversight committee for juvenile detention centres, which was made up of representatives of the Ministry of Justice, partner organizations, civil society organizations, academia and the Public Criminal Defender Service. The committee’s coordinator also invited representatives of the judiciary, the Public Prosecution Service and UNICEF to take part. 
According to data supplied by the National Service for Minors, the number of juveniles in pretrial detention as a percentage of all detained juveniles had been roughly stable since 2015 at around 12 per cent, though the percentage was substantially lower thus far in 2018. As a result of cases where the rights of juveniles had been violated in pretrial detention, the issue was now on the government agenda and the National Service for Minors had set up an internal procedure to collect and publicize information on all deaths in residential and non-custodial programmes. The deaths of minors in homes run by the National Service or civil society partners were not necessarily the consequence of negligence, torture or ill-treatment; investigations into the cases were under way.
Regarding children in alternative care, more than 10,800 children were housed in residential establishments, while nearly 8,400 were in foster families, usually relatives. Some 160,000 took part in day programmes. In the face of the tremendous challenge of improving the quality of child services, the National Service for Minors had developed a work plan that included an audit of all residential establishments, a joint study with UNICEF on foster families, the review of technical oversight mechanisms and a procedural audit by, inter alia, the Office of the Comptroller General and the Ministry of Justice. The most important initiative, however, was the new model of alternative care that would replace residential establishments currently run by the National Service for Minors with family homes for no more than 15 children. The homes would offer more extensive daily activities and the possibility to interact with relatives. They would be staffed by qualified professionals, to be selected through a redesigned recruitment process, who would provide children with comprehensive tailored support. The first four family homes would open in 2018, and a total of 27 were scheduled to be in operation by 2020. The new model also included a temporary protection mechanism for adolescents with mental health problems who were referred by emergency assistance programmes and required time to adapt before returning to their families.
Ms. Racu (Country Rapporteur) said that she welcomed the information that had been provided on the recent debates regarding the definition of torture and the statute of limitations for that offence. However, she had not received a reply to questions regarding the Amnesty Decree-Law or Act No. 19.992, which prevented access to information on the Valech Commission. Similarly, she would appreciate a response regarding inspections of childcare centres and psychiatric institutions. In addition, further details would be useful regarding how access to legal counsel during police custody was monitored, how relatives were notified of a person’s arrest, whether medical examinations were confidential, to what extent injuries were documented and how many injury reports had resulted in investigations and penalties. 
The Committee had also asked about access to medical care, including drug abuse and psychiatric treatment, the prevention of violent incidents, such as self-harm and suicide, and investigations into deaths in custody. The delegation’s comments would be welcome on the steps taken to address overcrowding and poor material conditions in prisons. The programmes for women prisoners were impressive, but it would be interesting to know what initiatives were in place for men. 
She would appreciate an update on any measures taken to improve the appeals procedure for migrants and asylum seekers. She applauded the fact that the Ministry of Justice had published the investigation report of the Committee on the Rights of the Child regarding the treatment of children living in residential centres (CRC/C/CHL/INQ/1) and would like to know whether the cases of abuse or death in such centres had been investigated and what had been done to enhance the skills of personnel. Lastly, an update on the implementation of circular No. 18 on the protection of intersex persons, as well as statistics on that group, would be welcome.
Mr. Rodríguez-Pinzón (Country Rapporteur) said that the State party was to be commended on its comprehensive replies. In reference to the investigation into the case of Vicente Retamal Salgado, who had allegedly been tortured by the Carabineros, he said that he wished to know what was meant by the term “fiscal preferente” in relation to other types of prosecutors. Similarly, in the case of Rodrigo Donoso Jiménez, who had died at the prison in Talagante, it was not clear whether “archivo provisional” (temporary closure) meant that the case could be reopened. In the case of José Miguel Peralino, it would be useful to know what remedies were available against the use of evidence obtained under torture. He wondered if and how the statute of limitations on civil claims for compensation applied to cases that had originally been heard by the military courts. 
Although he welcomed the fact that the Carabineros had set up an internal oversight mechanism and that human rights training was being provided, it would be helpful to know what disciplinary measures had been imposed over the entire reporting period. He would appreciate further information in writing about the “patrullas de paz” (peace patrols), in particular about the training they underwent. It would be important to clarify whether the National Human Rights Institute had access to the vehicles used in school evictions. 
While commending the State party on its clear commitment to aligning domestic legislation with the decisions of regional bodies and international law, as illustrated by the amendments to counter-terrorism laws, he stressed the need for action on other challenges, such as dialogue with indigenous communities, and the proper investigation of the consequences of Operation Hurricane, so as to improve the credibility of the authorities.
The antiterrorism law was unnecessary given that the Criminal Code applied in all cases where antiterrorism legislation had been invoked. It would be useful to have statistics on the use of antiterrorism laws disaggregated by social group in order to establish the impact of the law on different segments of society and thus determine whether the provisions were discriminatory.
He would be interested to hear how the State party would improve the services provided under the Compensation and Comprehensive Health-Care Programme and whether a permanent mechanism for classifying victims of torture would be introduced. He wondered whether the Government would consider putting forward a bill for a new compensation law with an adequate level of funding. He would appreciate comments from the delegation on the human rights training provided to the armed forces as well as the Carabineros and the Investigative Police.
Mr. Heller Rouassant asked how many cases had been opened concerning crimes committed in the context of Operation Condor. It would be useful to know whether the State party had a cooperation agreement or policy with governments of other Latin American countries that had been involved in the Operation.
Mr. Hani, noting that some regions had made greater progress than others in affording redress to victims of torture, enquired whether the Government had conducted a study of the difficulties faced in some areas of the country in providing reparations.
Ms. Gaer said that the Special Rapporteur on the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and of association had expressed concerns about the sexual harassment by State authorities of women who had been detained during protests. She wished to know how many complaints of harassment had resulted in investigations and disciplinary or criminal action.
The Committee was concerned by reports from Amnesty International that women in need of emergency medical treatment after having undergone an illegal abortion continued to be at risk of being forced to confess. She would appreciate further clarification and updated information as to whether the practice indeed continued and, if so, whether the State party would consider amending the rules currently in place.
The Chair said that it had been reported that the abuse of children in the care of the National Service for Minors had included cigarette burns and the withholding of meals. He wished to know what the opinions of the doctors who worked for the Service had been with regard to those injuries. He was concerned that the doctors might have been complicit in the ill-treatment.
Ms. Recabarren (Chile) said that truth and reconciliation commissions only existed for a predetermined period, which could be extended where it was deemed appropriate. The mandate of the Presidential Advisory Commission for the Recognition of Disappeared and Executed Political Prisoners and the Victims of Political Imprisonment and Torture had been extended by six months. No single body was responsible for classifying victims and there would be no new commission. However, victims of the dictatorship were able to bring their cases to court.
The information and testimonies submitted to the Valech Commission were subject to the rules of confidentiality. However, the victims themselves were not obliged to keep their testimonies confidential and were entitled to use them in court. The confidentiality obligation therefore did not result in impunity; in fact, it had been found to be lawful, proportionate and reasonable by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. In March 2018, the previous Administration had brought a bill before Congress to provide reparatory contributions — which did not constitute compensation — to political prisoners and victims of torture. However, after assessing the bill, the current Administration had determined that it would be unable to meet the financial commitments that would be required and had thus withdrawn the bill. 
Although it had been established under a law that covered a range of issues relating to reparations, the Compensation and Comprehensive Health-Care Programme only covered health care. The Programme had identified over 823,000 direct and indirect victims of human rights violations committed between 1973 and 1990. In recent years, the Programme had shifted its focus from providing mental health care to physical health services, given the changing needs of ageing victims. Furthermore, the Government had undertaken to review the Programme, improve its management and train its managerial staff. The training included elements of the human rights policy that was being developed as part of the national human rights plan. According to data from the judiciary, 46 criminal cases had been opened in which more than US$ 227,000 had been awarded in compensation. 
Two sets of court proceedings had been initiated in connection with Operation Condor. In the first, which was in the trial stage, 59 individuals stood accused of the enforced disappearance of 12 victims. The second, named Operation Condor BIS, concerned the disappearance of 12 victims and was in the investigation stage. No one had yet been formally charged. In 2001, the remains of four victims of enforced disappearance had been discovered in a mining area in Los Bronces. The first victim had been identified as Hernán Soto Gálvez in 2012 and the remaining three had been identified as Ricardo Ramírez, Jacobo Stoulman and his wife Matilde Pessa in 2015. The victims had been kidnapped in Buenos Aires in 1977. In connection with the task of identifying remains, a collaboration agreement had been established with an Argentine forensic anthropology team.
Under the national human rights plan, two human rights courses were organized under Ministry of Defence auspices. The first covered the core elements of human rights and was taught at the armed forces’ training schools, while the second incorporated human rights in various areas of special military training. The document issued by the Office of the Undersecretary for the Armed Forces contained additional information in that regard and would be made available to the Committee. Approximately 800 public officials had received training since the creation of the Office of the Undersecretary for Human Rights. The national human rights plan provided for 118 training courses on human rights. As a small body with few resources, the Office of the Undersecretary was responsible for coordinating training programmes rather than teaching the courses and was unable to provide information as to the number of officials who received training under those programmes.
Mr. Torres (Chile) said that a prosecutor had been trained to deal with the case of Vicente Retamal Salgado from a human rights perspective. Regional attorneys general specializing in human rights had been appointed and were supported by the Attorney General in an effort to promote a more human rights-oriented judicial system. The case of Rodrigo Donoso Jiménez had been provisionally closed due to insufficient evidence for prosecution. The case would be reopened should further evidence come to light. José Miguel Peralino had been charged with terrorism but the proceedings were still under way. The appeals court was considering a motion for a retrial in order to determine whether evidence had been obtained through coercion. If that was found to have been the case, the prosecutor would take further action to punish those responsible.
Nearly all of the relatively few deaths in children’s residential centres had been due to negligence rather than wilful intent. Investigations were ongoing and it was currently impossible to determine their potential outcome. If any evidence of wrongdoing by medical professionals was found, they would be charged accordingly.
The new law decriminalized abortion under certain circumstances and the Government monitored the implementation of the law on a case-by-case basis. As at the end of June 2018, 51 victims of rape had undergone abortions and the crime of rape was under investigation in each case.
Mr. Celedón (Chile) said that the appeals procedure for migrants and asylum seekers mentioned by Ms. Racu was in fact an administrative remedy. There had been no amendments to the Aliens Act other than the bill currently being considered, under which the deadline for lodging an appeal would be extended from 24 to 48 hours after arrest and the appeal would be heard by the local appeals court rather than the Supreme Court. The legislative process was ongoing and further provisions might be introduced to enhance migrants’ rights.
Mr. Candia (Chile) said that Chile had ceased to apply Amnesty Decree-Law No. 2191 in 1999. The Supreme Court had established a precedent whereby amnesty as provided for in the Decree-Law would not apply in cases of enforced disappearance. Moreover, the social and cultural context in Chile made it difficult, if not impossible, to invoke the Decree-Law. Act No. 20.357 of 2009 had removed the statute of limitations for torture where it was classified as a crime against humanity, meaning that no amnesty could be invoked.
Mr. Eguiguren (Chile) said that the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture had supported victims of torture under the dictatorship. The Government had contributed to the fund since the country’s transition to a democratic system. The modest contribution by Chile in 2018 had been a symbolic gesture, but he hoped that the country would be in a position to increase its support in the near future.
Mr. Arévalo (Chile) said that more detailed information on the deaths of prisoners would be submitted in writing. By way of an overview, 586 persons deprived of their liberty had died between 2014 and June 2018. Suicide had accounted for approximately 60 of those deaths, and the other causes had included assault and illness. Programmes were being designed to reduce the suicide rate. 
The infrastructure at Colina II, Santiago Sur and Valparaíso prisons was undergoing improvement. A vocational training centre would be established and the visiting area would be renovated at Santiago Sur and Colina II prisons. Various units at Valparaíso prison would be refurbished. The State funded 10 social reintegration programmes for persons deprived of their liberty.
Ms. Pesse (Chile) said that the Forensic Medical Service had a network of 98 experts, including medical practitioners and psychologists, who provided services all over the country. They intervened at the request of a judicial body and not on their own initiative. The provision of expert training was a difficult task given the highly complex and specialist skills required. Nonetheless, an e-learning training system had been developed and the Government had recently held consultations with the International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Victims in order to continue receiving support in training experts. The Forensic Medical Service had provided training courses to prosecutors, defenders and professionals working for the Compensation and Comprehensive Health-Care Programme, whose opinions were often sought in assessing the effects of torture on victims. The Service had also organized awareness-raising campaigns for the human rights team of the Investigative Police.
The Government had begun work on the implementation of the Model Protocol for a Legal Investigation of Extra-legal, Arbitrary and Summary Executions (Minnesota Protocol) and the Latin American Model Protocol for the Investigation of Gender-related Killing of Women. The protocols had been incorporated into the national human rights plan.
Injuries detected by the emergency services were examined by doctors who were not forensic experts and who did not currently receive training on international human rights standards. Nevertheless, under the national human rights plan, the Forensic Medical Service undertook the training of doctors to detect and record injuries in accordance with United Nations standards.
Ms. Recabarren (Chile) said that any information not presented during the constructive dialogue would be submitted to the Committee in writing. Democracy and the rule of law were the best mechanisms to prevent and punish torture as well as to protect human rights in general. The Government remained committed in its efforts to protect vulnerable groups, improve its data collection and enhance the quality of human rights training. It would take into serious consideration all of the Committee’s comments and recommendations to that end.
The meeting rose at 6.05 p.m.
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