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Thank you, Madam Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk112074793]Excellency, head of the delegation of Japan, KATAHIRA Satoshi, and all members of the State party’s delegations, I would like to thank you for your cooperation and comprehensive responses during the constructive dialogue of this 27th Session of the Committee.
During two meetings, we have carefully listened to and learned of the Japanese government's steps to ensure human rights and fundamental freedoms and promote respect for the inherent dignity and of equal rights of Persons with disabilities. 
However, we have found some important issues that require consideration from the State party to ensure the full implementation of the Convention. My colleagues on the Committee have raised several critical issues during the Constructive Dialogues including: 
The absence of a procedure of remedies under the Act on the Elimination of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities, The lack of legal grounds for reasonable accommodation in all areas of life, which is a critical requirement to ensure real inclusion of persons with disabilities in society, The absence of official recognition of sign languages, which negatively impact the rights of deaf and hard of hearing people, Women and girls with disabilities continue face multiple discrimination and gender-based violence, abuse, and exploitation in and out of their homes in their daily lives, The absence of an independent human rights monitoring system based on the Paris principles and remedies in cases of violation of human rights of persons with disabilities. Continued delay in ratifying the optional protocol. We also raise concern about barriers to access to justice, violations to the right to legal capacity, sexual and reproductive health and rights, and other rights of the Convention. 
Our priority is to urge the State Party to implement the Convention as a whole and to find appropriate ways to improve and strengthen the rights of Persons with Disabilities through our concluding observations. I believe that through such concrete recommendations provided by the Committee, the State Party can progress Human Rights implementation and improve the quality of life of Persons with Disabilities.
I would like to end my closing remarks by encouraging the State Party of Japan to continue communication and collaboration with Japanese people with disabilities and their civil society organizations and families who are passionate and devoted to the rights of persons with disabilities throughout their lives. It is the only right way to support recognition, respect, and guarantee the full enjoyment of Human Rights and fundamental freedoms for Persons with Disabilities. 
The State party of Japan is a world leader that has led the second decade of the UN ESCAP for equality and human rights of persons with disabilities in the Asia-Pacific region. It is also a member State dedicated to the rights of persons with disabilities as demonstrated through its strong international cooperation. I hope the State Party of Japan will continue to be a leading country by full implementing the CRPD. 
I thank you again for all your cooperations and support and would like to also share my deep appreciation for Japanese persons with disabilities and all civil society organizations who are here and online with us.
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