Statement of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women on the occasion of the second anniversary of the participation of detained Saudi women human rights defender Loujain Al-Hathloul in the Committee’s review of Saudi Arabia
[bookmark: _GoBack]adopted on 27 February 2020 during its seventy fifth session
On 27 February 2018, Ms. Loujain Al-Hathloul, a Saudi national and women human rights defender, attended the consideration in public meeting of the combined third and fourth periodic reports of Saudi Arabia by the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. In that context, she briefed the Committee on the implementation of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The Committee valued the country-specific information provided by her and other civil society representatives in preparation of its consideration of Saudi Arabia.
Ms. Al-Hathloul had been engaged for several years in promoting women’s rights in her country. She had been instrumental in the movement to allow women to drive and to end male guardianship laws.
On 15 May 2018, Ms. Al-Hathloul, was arrested in Riyadh on national security grounds and has been detained since then, reportedly in circumstances that amount to arbitrary arrest and detention. According to the charges, these were based, in part, on Ms. Al-Hathloul’s engagement with the Committee.
The Committee appreciates the engagement with the Permanent Representative of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to the United Nations and other international organizations in Geneva on the case of Ms. Al-Hathloul. It also notes the efforts that the Government of Saudi Arabia has made to reform discriminatory legislation, as illustrated by the lifting of the ban on driving for women and the improvements in Saudi Arabia's male guardianship laws. However, it remains concerned by the situation of women human rights defenders in the country.
The Committee notes that the next hearing of Ms. Al-Hathloul’s trial is scheduled for 11 March 2020. In this regard, it calls on the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to ensure her right to a fair trial without further delay, with full respect for the procedural guarantees established by international human rights law, and free from gender bias.
The Committee urges the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia to release Loujain Al-Hathloul from detention, which has been prolonged, and to protect her right to liberty and security of person at all times.
			
