DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
At their twenty-fifth meeting, the Chairpersons of the United Nations human rights treaty bodies adopted the following recommendations:
Inter-governmental process on treaty body strengthening
The Chairpersons stated the following principles to be taken into account in the inter-governmental process on treaty body strengthening:
1. The outcome of the intergovernmental process should strengthen the human rights protection that the treaty body system offers and intensify the scrutiny of implementation of obligations as provided by the treaty body system;

2. The independence of treaty body members is the source of the credibility and integrity of the system and guarantees the impartial treatment of States Parties. The Addis Ababa Guidelines agreed on and endorsed at the 24th meeting of Chairpersons of human rights treaty bodies in 2012 enshrines and operationalizes these principles;

3. The outcome of the intergovernmental process should address the challenges faced by the treaty body system in a comprehensive and sustainable manner;

4. All cost-saving and other measures to improve the efficiency of treaty bodies must be reinvested in the treaty body system and, through  additional resources, treaty bodies should be equipped with the proper material and human resources from the regular budget to adequately carry out their responsibilities under the respective treaties;

5. The work of the treaty bodies should be modernized by fully benefitting from the opportunities created by technological development, while at the same time making it universally accessible for persons with disabilities, and honor the principle of reasonable accommodation.
The Chairpersons valued the extensive consultations with member States and groups of States, as well as with the co-facilitators and civil society organizations.
The Chairpersons have welcomed the High Commissioner’s report on treaty body strengthening. They received the proposal for a comprehensive reporting calendar in a positive spirit and endorsed in principle a common reporting calendar which reflects and reinforces the treaty-based reporting commitments of States Parties. As a result of the discussions around the comprehensive reporting calendar, a number of implementation modalities proposals have been put forward by Member States. While the Chairpersons appreciate that the advantages and disadvantages of various proposals are still under discussion and that some of these proposals are still evolving, we would like to reiterate that any structured calendar of reporting and consideration should meet the following criteria:
· Any structural solution should eliminate the unequal treatment of States parties by operating on the basis of universal compliance with reporting obligations;

· Any structured system put in place should be regular and predictable, leading to efficient utilization of resources and facilitating advance planning for all parties concerned;

· Any scheduling of reports should follow as closely as possible the periodicity in the treaties, so as not to prejudice the legal reporting obligations of States parties;

· Non-reporting should be an exception and not the norm - any structured calendar should not be permissive as regards non-reporting;

· Eliminate backlogs and ad hoc requests for meeting time to the General Assembly.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Independence and impartiality of treaty body members 
The majority of the committees have already completed action on the guidelines on the independence and impartiality of treaty body members endorsed by the 24th Annual meeting of Chairpersons (“the Addis Ababa guidelines”) by incorporating them in their respective Rules of Procedure. The other Committees are in the process of considering the guidelines which were recently adopted. We will continue to exchange views on the practice that will develop over time regarding these recently adopted guidelines. 
Harmonization of working methods 
The treaty bodies are committed to continue to align their working methods. It is recommended that, at the next meeting of the Chairpersons of treaty bodies, the following issues be discussed: 
1. The possibility of a common format for concluding observations (titles, length, number of recommendations);

2. The possible alignment of the methodology for the interactive dialogue (e.g. written guidelines, country task forces or rapporteurs, clustering of questions by themes, equitable allocation of time between treaty body members and the State Party, follow-up given to previous concluding observations and significant developments).
Implementation of the recommendations contained in the High Commissioner’s report on treaty body strengthening
The Chairpersons also affirmed their commitment to promote positive consideration of the recommendations contained in the High Commissioner’s report. In this context, the Chairpersons stressed that such implementation should be undertaken in coordination with the other treaty bodies and recommended that each treaty body should keep the meeting of Chairpersons informed on an annual basis about the progress made. The Chairpersons further recommended that the Secretariat produce and regularly update an implementation report in that respect for consideration by the meeting of Chairpersons in order to review progress, bearing in mind that the strengthening process was by definition a continuing one. To that effect, the meeting decided to include the issue of treaty body strengthening and, in particular, the consideration of the recommendations contained in the High Commissioner’s report on the agenda of their next meeting.
Overdue and non-reporting by States Parties
The Chairpersons expressed deep concern over late and non-reporting by a number of States parties to international human rights treaties. Based on the annual reports of respective treaty bodies, the Meeting recommended that the Secretariat provide regular updates on late reporting and non-reporting and place them on the OHCHR website. This item will be included as a standing one in the agenda of the meeting and the status of late and non-reporting will be included in the meeting reports in future.
Enhancing the meetings of the Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies
The Chairpersons reaffirmed their previously recognized roles to facilitate representation and coordination of common activities that includes matters such as consideration and adoption of joint statements, while respecting the autonomy and specificity of each treaty body. 
The Chairpersons also reiterated the recommendation that they should adopt measures on those working methods and procedural matters which were common across the treaty body system and had previously been discussed within each committee, and that such measures would be implemented by all the treaty bodies unless a committee subsequently dissociated itself from them.
Treaty bodies and the post-2015 development agenda  
After consulting with stakeholders, the Chairpersons considered and adopted a joint statement on the post-2015 development agenda related to the need to incorporate human rights in this agenda (statement attached)
Agenda for the twenty-sixth meeting of the Chairpersons
The Chairpersons decided that their next meeting would focus on: the issue of strengthening the treaty bodies, late and non-reporting of States parties, harmonization of working methods.
Chairperson-Rapporteur and Vice-Chairperson-Rapporteur of the twenty-sixth meeting
The Chairpersons decided that as per the principle of rotation and inclusion of new committees in the list, the Chairperson-Rapporteur of the 26th meeting in 2014 will be Mr. Malcolm Evans, Chairperson of the Sub-Committee for the Prevention of Torture and vice-Chair, Mr. Emmanuel Decaux, Chairperson of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances. From 2015, the rotation will again begin with 2006 as the starting point.
Annex I – Joint statement of Chairpersons of treaty bodies on the post-2015 development agenda
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