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The Assassination of Kurdish Female Leadership by Turkey 
-Occupying Power in Northern Syria-

CEDAW Committee 93 Session (16 Jun 2025 - 04 Jul 2025) 
Country under Review: Syrian Arab Republic
Relevant Article: Article 7 and General Recommendation No. 30 (Women in Conflict Prevention, Conflict and Post-Conflict Situations)

1. Introduction

This text  focuses on the case Kurdish woman political leadership assassinated by Turkish-backed militias in 2019. It argues for the application of international humanitarian law and accountability mechanisms for Turkey as a de facto occupying power. 

The Syrian Arab Republic, while formally the State party under review, does not exercise effective control over significant areas in the north of the country. Since 2016, Turkey has conducted multiple military operations ("Euphrates Shield," "Olive Branch," and "Peace Spring") and currently occupies substantial portions of northern Syria, including Afrin, Ras al-Ayn, and Tal Abyad.[1] Turkey's presence is supported through allied militias under the banner of the Syrian National Army (SNA).

Rojava, a region with a decentralized, gender-inclusive political system, has played a central role in governance and defense, particularly through institutions such as the Autonomous Administration of North and East Syria (AANES) and the Women's Protection Units (YPJ). Turkish incursions have significantly disrupted these systems, leading to large-scale displacement, increased gender-based violence, and attacks on women leaders.[2]

2. Assassination of Women Leadership

The Secretary General of the Future Syria Party and a prominent advocate for ethnic and religious coexistence, was executed on 12 October 2019 by Ahrar al-Sharqiya, a militia group affiliated with the Turkish-backed Syrian National Army. Her vehicle was ambushed on the M4 highway, and video evidence later circulated online showing the brutal nature of her killing.[3]

The United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) has documented this incident as a likely war crime, and it has raised significant concern about Turkey's command responsibility over proxy forces operating in Syria.[4]

CEDAW General Recommendation No. 30 (2013) asks States parties to prevent and respond to violations of women’s rights in conflict-affected areas, including by non-state actors and occupying powers. Turkey, although not the State party under review, exercises effective control and thus incurs responsibilities under international humanitarian law, including the Fourth Geneva Convention.
Under Article 2 of CEDAW, Syria is obliged to eliminate discrimination by any person, organization, or enterprise. However, the state's inability to access and protect the Rojava region renders it ineffective in fulfilling these obligations.

3. Key Questions to the State Party (Syria)
1. Does the Syrian State possess any jurisdiction or control in the Rojava region to conduct investigations into crimes against Kurdish women?
2. Has the State made formal representations to Turkey regarding violations committed by Turkish-backed forces?
3. Has Syria documented or supported third-party monitoring of women's human rights in occupied areas?
4. Recommendations to the CEDAW Committee
· Request that Syria clarify its capacity and willingness to protect Kurdish women in territories outside its control.
· Recommend that the Committee acknowledge Turkey as an occupying power in northern Syria for the purpose of enforcing international humanitarian obligations related with woman.
· Encourage support for Kurdish women’s civil society organizations and defenders facing heightened risks under occupation.
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