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Chairperson,

Distinguished members of the Committee,
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure to open your fifty-third session. In doing so, I convey the greetings of the new High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Zeid Ra'ad Al-Hussein, who succeeded Ms. Navi Pillay on 1 September 2014. You will all have received his message underlining the importance he attaches to treaty body work. In his address to the Human Rights Council shortly after he took up his role as High Commissioner, he indicated that he will give utmost importance to recommendations and decisions of the treaty bodies and take the necessary action to ensure that greater priority is given to their implementation.
This session of the Committee comes at a time of reflection and a time of change: a time of reflection as we take stock of achievements and challenges in the 30 years since the Convention against Torture was adopted; and a time of change as we move headlong into the implementation of the treaty body strengthening outcome.
30th anniversary of the Convention against Torture


As you know, the High Commissioner for Human Rights will open the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the Convention against Torture this Tuesday. And in fact, it will be the first participation of the High Commissioner to a treaty body event. In order to mark the importance of this celebration, the Secretary General of the United Nations has also decided to send a written message on this occasion. 
On behalf of OHCHR, I particularly welcome the fact that this event is not only a celebration but is also a unique opportunity to address the achievements and challenges in the promotion of universal ratification and in the implementation of the Convention's provisions by States parties.  I am particularly pleased that the celebration takes place in the context of the Convention against Torture Initiative – the ten year initiative to promote universal ratification of the Convention.  By linking with the CTI forum, I hope that the anniversary celebrations will help build the momentum we need to move towards universal ratification.  
Beyond connecting with the CTI forum, the anniversary will enable you to interact with various stakeholders working in the field of the fight against torture – United Nations member States, treaty bodies mandate holders – in particular the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Committee on Enforced Disappearances -, special procedures mandate holders – the Special Rapporteur on Torture, as well as the African and the European Committee for the Prevention of Torture and non-governmental organizations.  In addition,  the event will not be limited to Geneva and you will receive video contributions from OHCHR field offices as well as questions from the public via social networks. The proceedings will also be webcasted thanks to an NGO coalition.  In this way, I hope that the anniversary celebrations will provide the occasion for a broad dialogue and reflection on ratification and implementation of the Convention.
Treaty body strengthening process and the retreat on the working methods of the Committee

Allow me to update you on the follow-up to the treaty body strengthening process. 
As you know, General Assembly Resolution 68/268 on the strengthening of the treaty body system not only responded to the call to grant the treaty bodies additional weeks of sessions to address backlogs but also made numerous suggestions on your procedures with the goal of harmonising and making more accessible the Treaty Body system.  
What is important now is to consider how these proposals can be fully implemented. This Committee has already made great strides in implementing the recommendations in particular by being a pioneer regarding the Simplified Reporting Procedure. You will be pleased to know that at least five of the other treaty bodies have also decided in favour of this procedure, while others are still discussing this.
Treaty bodies should also consider the alignment of the constructive dialogue and the concluding observations along the lines endorsed by the Chairpersons and clearly identified in paragraphs 5 and 6 of the General Assembly Resolution 68/268.

Reflecting the general concern of the treaty bodies on the issue of reprisals, most Committee’s, like this one, have appointed Rapporteurs on Reprisals. A harmonized approach to this issue should prove more effective in counteracting the damaging effect of reprisals on the free collaboration of civil society with the treaty bodies. Treaty body Chairs decided during their June annual meeting to prepare a policy on reprisals. The treaty bodies are not alone in their concern about the detrimental impact of reprisals on the promotion and protection of human rights. As stated by the Deputy High Commissioner to the Human Rights Council, reprisals “undermine the functioning of the UN as a whole, including that of its human rights mechanisms”.  
Taking advantage of the momentum created by the General Assembly Resolution, we look forward to further improving the quality and efficiency of the treaty body system and its delivery. As you know, the Secretary General was tasked in Resolution 68/268 to report back every two years to the General Assembly on “progress achieved by the treaty bodies in achieving greater efficiency and effectiveness in their work”. Our major aim that I trust you all share, is to demonstrate results.
In that context, I particularly welcome your two full days retreat on the working methods of the Committee and look forward to its outcome as they will be of direct relevance to the implementation of General Assembly Resolution 68/268 suggestions as well as to the last Chairpersons Meeting recommendations that I referred to, particularly regarding the constructive dialogue and the concluding observations. 

Workshop on gender-sensitive monitoring and the United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the “Bangkok Rules”)
This session will have another unique event since together with the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Special Rapporteur on Torture, you will actively participate to a workshop organized by Penal Reform International on gender-sensitive monitoring and the United Nations Rules for the Treatment of Women Prisoners and Non-custodial Measures for Women Offenders (the “Bangkok Rules).
This event will be an opportunity to exchange information on the needs and characteristics of women in detention in particular their vulnerability to torture and ill-treatment. It will also facilitate the sharing of experiences on the relevance of the “Bangkok Rules” as a framework for assessments when monitoring places of detention. Finally it will enable the discussion of concrete recommendations for the prevention of torture and ill-treatment of female detainees. This workshop is therefore of direct relevance to your daily work.
Distinguished members of the Committee, 
 Prior to concluding, I wish to introduce you to the new Secretary of the Committee against Torture, Patrice Gillibert who has an extensive experience with treaty bodies as former secretary of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture and the Human Rights Committee. I wish him the best with this Committee. I would like also to pay tribute to Joao Nataf, former Secretary of the Committee against Torture who is now the Secretary of the Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture. Finally I wish you a very successful and productive 53rd session.
              ………………………………………………………………...
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