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PARALLEL REPORT ON BRAZIL FOR THE COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC, SOCIL AND CULTURAL RIGHTS 74th SESSION

We are grateful to the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR) for this opportunity to address them at this important moment for Brazil. Our focus is the rights of quilombola´s population in the Amazon Region, specifically the State of Pará.  
1. SIGNATORY ORGANIZATIONS 
a) Coordenação das Associaçoes das Comunidades Remanescentes de Quilombos do Pará - MALUNGU: In November 1999, in the municipality of Santarém/Pará, the organization of MALUNGU began with the aim of representing the remaining quilombo communities in the state of Pará. In March 2004, MALUNGU was officially founded, gaining legal personality as a non-profit and economic institution that represent the quilombola communities of the state of Pará, becoming the democratic and participatory space that these communities built collectively with the mission not only to reaffirm their culture and way of life in society, but, above all, to fight for the guarantee of their rights in all spheres of government. 
MALUNGU emerged as a result of the struggle waged by quilombola women and men who managed, through demand, to guarantee their territorial rights in the 1988 Federal Constitution, seen as subjects of law, leaving, in this way, the existing legal invisibility. 
In its daily work, MALUNGU has faced attacks from landowners, loggers, soybeans and mining companies that constantly threaten the permanence and preservation of communities, sparing no effort to illegally and violently take over their territories.
Currently, around 180 associations, which bring together approximately 370 quilombola communities, are affiliated to MALUNGU. 
It is estimated that there are around 600 remaining quilombo communities in the state of Pará, 456 of them already identified, the vast majority organized with their respective associations, others are in the process of self-recognition with the aim of guaranteeing rights. 
b) Terra de Direitos: Terra de Direitos is a Brazilian Human Rights organization that works to defend, promote and enforce rights, especially economic, social, cultural and environmental rights (DHESCA). Created in Curitiba/Paraná in 2002, to act in situations of collective conflicts related to access to land and rural and urban territories, it currently has offices in Santarém (PA), Curitiba (PR) and Brasília (DF).
The organization uses popular legal advice as an action strategy, working with collective and community demands, in partnership with popular social movements, recognizing them as active subjects in the social process and struggles for rights. Develops training activities, acts in strategic litigation and in political advocacy on the following topics: Land, Territory and Spatial Justice; Politics and Culture of Human Rights; Biodiversity and Food Sovereignty and Democratization of Justice. 
2. QUILOMBOLS IN THE BRAZILIAN AMAZON: THE NEED OF VISIBILITY TO GUARANTEE RIGHTS AND PROTECTION
The advances in the construction of public policies to combat and confront racism - a historical reality that dates back to the colonial past - that occurred from the 1988 Constitution suffered a strong setback during the administration of the last federal government (2019-2022), marked by racist speeches uttered by public authorities and institutional promotion of racial discrimination, with a flagrant increase in violence rates.
In this context, the structural inequality of racial relations in Brazil was strongly impacted by the weakening of public policies to protect the black population, and the complete paralysis of the public policy for titling quilombola territories, combined with the increase in public discourse that contests the guarantee of rights to this population, disqualifying their struggles and fomenting violence against this population. In this scenario, the difference in access to rights and the high levels of violence that disproportionately affect the Brazilian black population have worsened. 
One of the main objectives of this document is to draw the attention of distinguished experts to the specific reality of quilombola communities in Brazil, with concrete information about the reality of communities in the Brazilian Amazon and the situation of violence and denial of access to economic and social rights. and cultural to which they are subjected. 
Considering the context of the historical invisibilization of quilombola communities in Brazil - and notably in the Amazon - it is essential that, during the monitoring of the degree of compliance with the International Convenant by the Brazilian State, a specific space is dedicated to analyzing the protection and guarantee of ESCR in relation to quilombola communities, as well as its relationship with the territorial protection of communities. 
2022 Population Census
According to IBGE's 2022 Demographic Census, there are 1,327,802 quilombolas across the country, which corresponds to 0.65% of the country's total population. These communities are distributed in 1,696 municipalities. Most of this population, 68.2% (905,000 people), live in states in the Northeast of Brazil and 32.1% of Brazilian quilombolas are in the Legal Amazon, almost 427,000 people, which corresponds to 1.6% of the population of that locality.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  A Amazônia Legal é composta pelos seguintes estados: Acre, Amapá, Amazonas, Mato Grosso, Pará, Rondônia, Roraima, Tocantins e parte do Maranhão. ] 

This is unprecedented data, as it was the first time that the Census included questions in its questionnaires to identify people who call themselves quilombolas.
In fact, data on quilombolas in Brazil are essential to resize the budget and public policies, in order to overcome the historical situation of inequality in access to rights for this population. 
It is important that, during the review by the Committee, the Brazilian State be urged by the experts to comment on how these new data will be used to guarantee access to rights and public resources in favor of quilombola communities. 
State of Pará: synthesis of challenges and problems in the Amazon[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  “Pará é síntese de desafios e problemas da Amazônia”. Disponível: <https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/ambiente/2022/09/para-e-sintese-de-desafios-e-problemas-da-amazonia.shtml>.] 

The Amazon, the largest tropical forest in the world, covers a significant part of the territory of Pará. This is the fourth Brazilian state with the largest number of quilombola communities, estimated at 516, according to IBGE data.[footnoteRef:3] At the same time, it integrates the North Region of the country, which concentrates the largest contingent of indigenous people, being the third state with the largest indigenous population in this region, behind only Amazonas and Roraima.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  https://educa.ibge.gov.br/jovens/materias-especiais/21311-quilombolas-no-brasil.html#:~:text=Dos%20estados%20brasileiros%2C%20a%20Bahia,Par%C3%A1%2C%20com%20516%20localidades%20quilombolas ]  [4:  (https://www.gov.br/funai/pt-br/atuacao/povos-indigenas/quem-sao. ] 

However, the region faces significant challenges related to illegal deforestation, the expansion of agriculture and mining, activities that negatively impact the ecological balance of the Amazon, the degradation of the natural habitat of several species and the daily lives of peoples and traditional communities.
Since 2006, the state of Pará has led the top of the deforestation rate in the Amazon. According to INPE data, the indigenous lands of Pará, in general, are the ones that suffer the most from deforestation. According to the 2021 Annual Report on Deforestation in Brazil by MapBiomas,[footnoteRef:5] Pará leads the deforestation ranking with 24.31% of the deforested area in the country, followed by Amazonas, with 11.75%. The largest deforestation detected in the Amazon in 2021 occurred in the municipality of Altamira, in the same state, with 2,969 hectares. [5:  Relatório Anual de Desmatamento 2021 - São Paulo, Brasil. MapBiomas, 2022. Disponível em: <https://s3.amazonaws.com/alerta.mapbiomas.org/rad2021/RAD2021_Completo_FINAL_Rev1.pdf>. ] 

In addition, according to the report, the main driver of deforestation in Brazil is agriculture, responsible for deforestation percentages above 97%, followed by prospecting and mining. Specifically in Pará, in addition to the large conversion of forest areas to agriculture and livestock, there are territories where mining was a significant vector of pressure for deforestation.
As a consequence, indigenous, quilombola and traditional communities in Pará are especially affected by deforestation, as they depend on the forest for their subsistence and cultural preservation, as well as the loss of territories and natural resources endangers their survival and ways of life.
In Pará, conflicts in the countryside are a worrying and complex reality, involving disputes over land and natural resources, which generally arise from overlapping interests between large landowners, agricultural companies, timber companies and traditional communities, including indigenous and quilombola communities. 
Traditional communities, such as indigenous and quilombolas, face serious challenges in defending their ancestral territories. The lack of demarcation of indigenous lands, the fragility of the protection policy for these territories, the stoppage of the titling of quilombola territories and the constant pressure from invaders and economic interests, associated with attacks and threats to territorial protection, put their subsistence and their cultural survival at risk.
In this context, community leaders who fight for territorial rights often face threats, violence and even murder. The report by the Pastoral Land Commission (CPT)[footnoteRef:6] indicates that in 2022, Pará was the second state with the highest number of conflicts in the countryside, with 175 cases, second only to Bahia, with 179 cases. In the years 2021 and 2020, Pará was the Brazilian state with the highest number of conflicts in the countryside, with 164 and 252 cases, respectively. [6:  Conflitos no campo Brasil 2022 / Centro de Documentação Dom Tomás Balduíno. – Goiânia: CPT Nacional, 2023. Disponível em: <https://www.cptnacional.org.br/downlods/download/41-conflitos-no-campo-brasil-publicacao/14302-livro-2022-v21-web>.] 

Historically, the state of Pará has been the scene of serious episodes of violence in the countryside, such as the Massacre of Eldorado dos Carajás in April 1996[footnoteRef:7] , which resulted in the execution of 19 rural workers and serious injuries to 69. The murder of missionary Dorothy Stang took place in the context of the violent repression of the fight in defense of the forest, human rights and agrarian reform. [7:  https://www.cidh.oas.org/annualrep/2003port/Brasil.11820.htm ] 

The vast majority of cases of threats and violence against human rights defenders who fight for the protection of the forest and their territories are directly related to the illegal exploitation of natural resources in the Brazilian Amazon. Recently, the case of threatened environmentalists in the west of Pará gained national visibility. At the Tapajós Arapiuns Extractive Reserve (Resex), in Santarém (PA), 4 indigenous and agroextractivist leaders, defenders of human and environmental rights, live with the uncertainty of life and impediment to action in the face of death threats by loggers who carry out irregular extraction in the region.
This is not an isolated case and exemplifies the reality experienced in the region that intersects: deforestation of the forest, illegal exploitation of natural resources, conflicts of local populations with mining companies, loggers, large enterprises, miners, ranchers, threats and violence against human rights defenders and communities.  
Since before 2017, leaders have been denouncing irregular logging in the Conservation Unit, without receiving due attention from institutions. The conflict intensified when, in 2019, the Chico Mendes Institute for Biodiversity Conservation (ICMBio) - the body responsible for the management of Conservation Units - published Ordinance 223/2019, authorizing the Cooperativa Mistra Agroextrativista do Rio Inambú (Cooprunã) to operate a Community Sustainable Forest Management Plan in an area of almost 29,000 hectares within the Tapajós Arapiuns Resex. The authorization was given without the indigenous and traditional communities of the Resex being previously consulted, as determined by Convention 169 of the ILO. It is worth mentioning that with more than 677 thousand hectares, the Resex Tapajós Arapiuns brings together 78 villages and traditional communities in its territory and has an estimated population of 2 thousand people. That is, communities are impacted by any measure that affects their territory.[footnoteRef:8]  [8:  “CNDH pede medidas imediatas de proteção a defensores de direitos humanos de Santarém. A visita da comitiva do Conselho teve como objetivo apurar o contexto de violações de direitos vivenciados pelos povos e comunidades tradicionais da região. Disponível em: https://g1.globo.com/pa/santarem-regiao/noticia/2023/05/25/cndh-pede-medidas-imediatas-de-protecao-a-defensores-de-direitos-humanos-de-santarem.ghtml. “Risco de vida: ambientalistas ameaçadas em Santarém (PA) cobram proteção integrada ao governo federal”. Disponível em: https://terradedireitos.org.br/noticias/noticias/risco-de-vida-ambientalistas-ameacadas-em-santarem-pa-cobram-protecao-integrada-ao-governo-federal/23844 ] 

Another very illustrative example of the reality of the state is the performance of the company Cargill in the region of Itaituba, in western Pará. The North American multinational is one of the world leaders in the export of agricultural commodities in the country and, since 2013, operates a port complex in the region with several signs of irregularities related to unsatisfactory environmental impact studies, expired operating licenses, installation without prior consultation with the communities and destruction of archaeological remains. Since the start of implementation of the port, ten years ago, Cargill has already deforested the equivalent of 18,000 soccer fields in Pará, including deforestation in illegal areas, such as conservation units and indigenous lands.[footnoteRef:9]  [9:  Sem Licença Para Destruição – Cargill e as violações de direitos no Tapajós. Terra de Direitos, 2023. Disponível em: <https://semlicencaparacargill.org.br/itaituba.html>.] 

Cargill's presence in the region, through different projects, changed land occupation and use processes, boosted the migration of farmers, putting pressure on forest areas for cultivation. Since the beginning of the company's installation in the region, Santarém has lost an area of more than 1,000 km² of forest – the equivalent of 100,000 soccer fields, according to data from the National Institute for Special Research (INPE).
The company's presence in the region has strong impacts on local communities – indigenous peoples, quilombola and riverside communities. With the suppression of the local vegetation, there is an increase in the thermal sensation, in addition to the fact that the port causes loss of fishing area, invasion of exotic species and impact on the quality of the fish, with a greater occurrence of deformities and a shorter shelf life of the product. Such changes have a special impact on women in the region and the restriction on access to natural resources has increased families' food insecurity.[footnoteRef:10]  [10:  https://terradedireitos.org.br/noticias/noticias/estudo-revela-impactos-provocados-pela-instalacao-do-porto-da-cargill-em-santarem-pa/23615 ] 

3. TERRITORIAL PROTECTION AND ACCESS TO OTHER ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL RIGHTS – DELAYS IN THE TITLE OF QUILOMBO TERRITORIES  
According to a survey and data analysis recently updated by Terra de Direitos,[footnoteRef:11] if the Brazilian State maintains the current pace of land regularization of quilombola territories, it will take 2,188 years to fully title the 1,802 processes currently open at the National Institute for Colonization and Agrarian Reform (Instituto Nacional de Colonização e Reforma Agrária – INCRA, in Portuguese). If the advance of partial titling of quilombola territories with processes in independent federal agencies is taken into account, the time needed is 1,156 years.  [11:  https://www.terradedireitos.org.br/en/news/news/survey-points-to-169-homicides-against-human-rights-defenders-in-the-last-four-years-in-brazil/23888 ] 

In 34 years since the right to traditional quilombola territory was recognized by the Federal Constitution of 1988, only 54 territories have been titled (partially or totally) by INCRA, the federal body responsible for quilombola land regularization. The data does not include quilombola land regularization processes assigned to states and municipalities, or to communities that were not certified by the Palmares Foundation and, therefore, have not submitted the administrative process to INCRA. 
Of the 54 titles issued by INCRA, 30 are partial titles, that is, the title comprises only part of the area of the territory to which a quilombola community has the right to be recognized by the Brazilian State. In 11 of these 30 territories with partial titling, the title refers to less than 15% of the total area to which they have the right. This is the case of the Brejo dos Negros traditional territory, located in the municipality of Brejo Grande (state of Sergipe/SE), which holds the title to only 0.24% of the territory indicated in the administrative process. 
With an unequal land ownership structure marked by the racialization of access to land, the violation of the right to the traditional territory for rural and urban Black communities with their own identity who have fought for centuries for land has been a constant issue for the Brazilian State. Although guaranteed in the Federal Constitution, regulated by Decree No. 4,887/2003, and with attributions defined to different government agencies, the conclusion of a quilombola titling process of traditional territories by INCRA usually takes several years, even decades.
When observing the progress in the conclusion of the six stages necessary for a quilombola territory to have its title issued, it is possible to identify how few processes opened in INCRA reach the final stage. According to INCRA’s data, 2,849 communities were certified by the Palmares Cultural Foundation – which is the initial stage, of self-recognition by the community. The following stages, under the responsibility of the federal government, present much lower numbers. Only 307 quilombola territories were identified and delimited (through the publication of the RTID), 164 were recognized by decrees, 89 were declared of social interest (through the publication of an ordinance), and only 47 were granted land titles (after the publication of Decree No. 4,887/2003). Adding the 06 titled territories between the period prior to the publication of the aforementioned Decree (from 1988 to 2003), the country accounts for only 53 territories with full or partial titles. 
The burden of the delay falls exclusively on the quilombola communities, according to several organizations. Without the title, many public policies necessary for the survival, work, and permanence of families in the communities do not reach the territories. 
Social organizations and communities defend that the provision of essential services and public policies to quilombola communities are independent of the title, especially considering that the Brazilian State has been slow in regularizing land ownership.
Besides the difficulty of access to housing, education, sanitation, and rural technical assistance policies, among others, the lack of title also increases the risk of harassment of the communities by enterprises and ventures, such as mining, monoculture, hydroelectric plants, real estate speculation, and ports, among others.
“We cannot continue to suffer various violations because of the slowness of the process, which places the quilombola communities in a situation of insecurity. This slowness is leading, even, to the assassination of leaders and conflicts in our territories. It is high time that the Brazilian State recognizes what is established in the Federal Constitution, which is to title the quilombola territories and bring all public policies to these territories”, says Biko Rodrigues, the executive coordinator of the National Coordination of Articulation of Black Rural Quilombola Communities (Coordenação Nacional de Articulação das Comunidades Negras Rurais Quilombolas – Conaq, in Portuguese). 
The organization also points out that many quilombola communities have not even requested certification from the Palmares Foundation – a document necessary to open the administrative process of quilombola titling at INCRA. In other words, they are invisible to the State regarding the land regularization process. Conaq estimates that there are approximately 6 thousand quilombola communities in the country. 
Opposition to quilombola titling 
Jair Bolsonaro’s administration has fulfilled the statements made in 2018 by the still-candidate for the presidency not to grant any centimeter of land to quilombola and Indigenous territories. Over the four years of administration (2019-2020) the quilombola policy was marked by administrative reconfiguration, continuous budget emptying, agendas under the command of opponents of the titling policy, and issuance of decrees to increase the bureaucratization of the regularization steps, such as Normative Instruction (Instrução Normativa, in Portuguese) No. 128/2022, published on the eve of the elections.
Right at the beginning of the administration, INCRA was relocated from the Civil House of the Presidency of the Republic to the Ministry of Agriculture, through Provisional Measure No. 870/2019. Both the highest office of the agenda and the secretariat responsible for titling were under the command of representatives linked to the agribusiness sector and opponents of the quilombola titling policy: Minister Tereza Cristina (from the Social Liberal Party – PSL, in Portuguese) and the former president of the Ruralist Democratic Union party (União Democrática Ruralista – UDR, in Portuguese) Nabhan Garcia, respectively.  
The actions adopted by the government had a direct echo in the total number of quilombola titling steps, with a strong decrease in numbers in each step. In the last four years, 161 communities were certified by the Palmares Cultural Foundation, a number far from the peak of 812 certifications during Lula’s first administration. The number for Lula’s first administration only includes the years 2004-2006 (it does not include data from 2003), since the current rules and stages for titling began with the publication of Decree No. 4,887, in November 2003. 
Bolsonaro’s government also accounts for the issuance of only 6 titles (all partial), as opposed to the highest number of titles issued during a single administration – 14 in Dilma Rousseff’s first term as president.
The number of titles issued during Bolsonaro’s government was not even lower only because all the communities that had their territories partially titled took legal action due to the slowness of the Brazilian State in titling traditional territories. That is what happened with the Paiol de Telha community (state of Paraná/PR). The only one of the 38 quilombola communities in Paraná that was titled, the Paiol de Telha Community, continues to claim title to the whole territory. The lawsuit filed by the Community’s Association also includes a claim for moral damages against the community due to the State’s delay in finalizing the titling of the traditional territory. 
“Faced with the complete reduction of the quilombola titling budget, the weakening of the territorial policy, and the State’s omission in recent years, the communities’ only alternative was to take legal action to advance land regularization. There were only six titles issued in the last four years because the communities went to court, and the justice system demanded the titling by the government. It wasn’t Bolsonaro who complied with the Constitution in guaranteeing the right to traditional territories for quilombola families, it was the courts that enforced this right”, says Kathleen Tiê, legal advisor for Terra de Direitos. 
Budget Constraints 
In the 2023 Annual Budget Law (Lei Orçamentária Anual – LOA, in Portuguese), the budget allocated for the recognition and compensation of quilombola territories is only R$ 749,000. The amount is far from the resource foreseen for the same item in the budget executed in 2014, the year with the highest observed amount for the execution of this public policy.
According to the Institute of Socioeconomic Studies (Instituto de Estudos Socioeconômicos – Inesc, in Portuguese), 2014 totaled R$75.8 million Brazilian reais for the acquisition of private areas for quilombola titling purposes. According to a survey conducted by the organization, the budget for quilombola titling has been suffering a sharp decline since 2015, with the worst year in 2022, with only R$769.1 thousand reais executed for the policy. 
According to Conaq’s evaluation, the budget foreseen for 2023, proposed during the previous administration, is a strong obstacle to the advancement of the quilombola land regularization policy. One possibility to increase the budget line and keep within the limits of the spending cap rule is the reallocation of the budget from other agendas and according to the agencies’ needs, as determined by the Ministry of Planning and Budget. According to the Ministry, resources can be distributed through ordinances, draft bills, or provisional measures. Parliamentary amendments can also be an alternative. 
Thus, the dispute over the 2023 public budget is still active in the government. An example is the harassment from the Brazilian Confederation of Agriculture and Livestock (Confederação da Agricultura e Pecuária do Brasil – CNA, in Portuguese) – an entity linked to agribusiness interests – against the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (Ministério da Agricultura e Pecuária – MAPA, in Portuguese) to increase the public resources for the Plano Safra (Harvest Plan) 2022/2023 and 2023/2024. At the beginning of May, the Ministry announced an allocation of over R$ 200 million to complement the Plano Safra (Harvest Plan) 2022/2023. 
New government: expectations and demands
During the period of a little more than 120 days, the new government adopted some measures for quilombola territorial protection. Recreated on the first day of the government, the Ministry of Racial Equality – an interministerial agenda for the policy of promoting racial equality – now has the Secretariat of Policies for Quilombolas, Traditional Peoples and Communities of African Origin, Terreiro Peoples and Gypsies (Secretaria de Políticas para Quilombolas, Povos e Comunidades Tradicionais de Matriz Africana, Povos de Terreiros e Ciganos, in Portuguese). Coordinated by the quilombola and former member of Conaq’s coordination board, Ronaldo Barros, the secretariat has the task of “assisting and accompanying the actions of land regularization.” 
The titling agenda also figures prominently in the Aquilomba Brazil Program, launched on March 21st. As an improvement to the Brazil Quilombola Program (2007), the new program has access to land and territory by traditional communities as one of its structural axes. On that occasion, the Presidency issued the partial titles of three quilombola territories: Brejo dos Crioulos (state of Minas Gerais/MG), and Serra da Guia and Lagoa dos Campinhos, both in the state of Sergipe. In other words, in 120 days of government, Lula’s administration titled half the number of titles issued by Bolsonaro during his entire four-year administration.  
Although the actions are understood as important signs of federal commitment to the land title regularization policy, Conaq highlights the need to speed up the processes. “We know that the last government preached hatred against quilombola communities. He said that he would not demarcate any centimeter for quilombolas and Indigenous people and we are now in a moment of reconstruction, but this moment of reconstruction needs to be worked at the speed of our demands because we can’t be impacted by slowness again,” highlights Biko.  
Competency of states and municipalities 
The slow pace also marks the progress in the titling processes by municipal and state bodies. In the state of Pará, for example, quilombola land regularization is a responsibility of the Institute for Land of Pará (Instituto de Terras do Pará – ITERPA, in Portuguese). Although some open processes are under INCRA’s responsibility (there are 67 in the state), most of them are under the state agency’s responsibility.
The Coordination of Associations of Remnant Quilombo Communities of Pará (Coordenação das Associações das Comunidades Remanescentes de Quilombos do Pará – Malungu, in Portuguese) estimates that the state has around 600 quilombola communities. However, even the evaluation of the progress status of the processes encounters obstacles. In a letter sent in February 2022 to ITERPA, Malungu requested information on the list of open processes in the state agency and the stage of the administrative phase in which each one is. So far it has not yet received a response from the agency. 
According the legal advisor of Terra de Direitos, Selma Corrê, “In addition to the slowness in the titling of territories, the quilombola communities of Pará also face the difficulty of access to information about the progress of administrative processes in the Institute for Land of Pará. There are cases of administrative processes that “disappeared” from ITERPA’s main office for over a year, as is the case of the Territory of Vale do Acará – ARQVA, which has been struggling for the titling of five quilombos since 2016. ITERPA’s own website does not generate an assessment of the movement of the territory, which has made it difficult to monitor the administrative progress”.    
While they wait for the delayed response regarding the titling of the territories by the state of Pará, the communities of the Acará Valley have been living through an intense conflict with two large companies of the palm monoculture sector – Agropalma SA and Brasil BioFuels (BBF) – that have been violating the land rights of traditional peoples in northeastern Pará for years.  
Also according to the legal advisor that assists the communities in the processes, one of the many examples of the delay in the titling of Quilombola lands by the State of Pará is the case of the Quilombola territory of Umarizal (Municipality of Baião), which has been awaiting titling since 2000, that is, for more than 23 years. “Both the slowness in the titling process and the difficulty in accessing information are forms of violation of quilombola rights that prevent the advancement of land regularization”. 

4. CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS RELATED TO THE LACK OF TERRITORIAL PROTECTION OF THE COMMUNITIES

4.1) ARQVA Quilombo (Alto Acará, Acará-PA)

The Quilombola Territory claimed by the Association of Quilombos from the Community of Balsa, Turi-açu, Gonçalves and Vila Palmares do Vale do Acará (ARQVA), located in the geographical range of the municipalities of Acará and Thailand, is undergoing a series of violations caused by Company Agropalma, which exploits oil palm within the area indicated by the aforementioned Association in the titling process with the state land agency. The company Agropalma has been using armed surveillance services to intimidate residents and thus remain in possession. 
For no other reason than the leaders report that the residents are starving, they can no longer fish or hunt for subsistence because the company uses armed surveillance at access gates and rivers, in a violent way to intimidate them. They are also prevented from having free access to the quilombola cemetery and are besieged by company guards. 
There are three quilombos involved in the case, namely: Quilombo Nossa Sra. da Batalha; o Quilombo Vale da Balsa e Quilombo dos Gonçalves. 
The case is awaiting analysis by the court. Meanwhile, it is understood that the conflicts have intensified due to the lack of title to the territory, putting the quilombola community in a situation of vulnerability and criminalization.   
4.2) Quilombo Sítio Conceição (Barcarena-PA)
In the municipality of Barcarena is located Hydro Alunorte, the largest alumina producer in the world outside China, and Imerys Capim, two large mining companies. Since the installation of these mining companies, quilombola communities in the municipality of Barcarena have suffered repeated cases of environmental racism. There are 7 (seven) quilombola communities in the municipality of Barcarena: Gibirié de São Lorenço; Quilombola Community; Sítio São João; São Sebastião do Burajuba; Cupuaçu; Site Conceição and Cruzeiro.
The history of the quilombola community Sítio Conceição (Barcarena/PA) registers a scenario of persecution and resistance, in the face of attacks and violations of territorial rights motivated by the actions of the Municipality of Barcarena.
One of the most recent violations was provoked by the Municipality of Barcarena itself, embodied in the filing of an Action for Immission in possession against the quilombola community Sítio Conceição. By omitting the information that it was a quilombola community, the judge was misled, leading to the eviction of families and the demolition of houses in October 2021, during the validity of official health measures due to the Covid-19 pandemic and contrary to the decision of the Supreme Court that prohibited evictions during the period.
An order was obtained from the Federal Supreme Court (Constitutional Complaint No. 52,729) to revoke the decision of the first-degree judge because it was a quilombola community. However, despite all the interventions, decisions and recommendations, the Municipality of Barcarena continues to build the work and disregards the existence of the Quilombola Community. 
The Quilombola community of Sítio Conceição - formed by families that carry out agrarian activities in a direct and continuous way - also had its territory violated due to the construction of a wall by the city hall of Barcarena, which cut off the area that is intended to be a quilombola. 
The history of this community registers a scenario of persecution and resistance of the Quilombola Community, in the face of attacks and violations of territorial rights motivated by actions of the City Hall of Barcarena. 
4.3) Quilombo Rosário (Salvaterra, Marajó-PA)
The Quilombo de Rosário (ASCORQUIR), located on PA 154, Comunidade do Rosário, owns a rural property with an area of 3,721 hectares. It was certified by the Palmares Cultural Foundation (Registration n.724, page 35, 10/31/2006). 
This area is subject to land regularization, pursuant to article 68 of the Transitory Constitutional Provisions Act (ADCT), in a process that is being processed by the National Institute of Colonization and Agrarian Reform (INCRA), under number 54100.000076/2007-11. The Identification and Delimitation Technical Report - RTID (DOC. 04) was published in 2017, without any contestation. 
About 80 quilombola families live in the communities called Rosário and Mangabal, which are related and are part of the same territory. In both communities, the predominant agricultural activities are subsistence agriculture, with the cultivation of pineapple and cassava, raising pigs and chicken, in addition to the production of flour and fishing. 
Families have exercised agroecological or ethnic ownership for decades, passed down through generations by their ancestors and without opposition from third parties, as inferred from the RTID, which also includes ethnographic, historical, anthropological, geographic, socio-environmental, cultural, organizational (kinship), sociopolitical, etc.), land ownership and ethnicity of the territory of the community. The community has a Declaration of Possession, dated 1893, in the Carmo area, and has exercised possession without opposition from third parties for over twenty years.  
Despite this meek and peaceful tenure, since July 2021, community members have been threatened with dispossession. The military police were called in by the Salvaterra State Public Prosecutor's Office, which patrolled the area. However, the threats of dispossession perpetrated by the defendants have not ceased and, despite court orders for protection, the community continues to be threatened.

4.4) Quilombo Nova Betel (Tomé-Açu-PA) 
A comunidade quilombola de nova Betel é devidamente reconhecida pela Fundação Cultural Palmares desde 2015, tendo o procedimento de reconhecimento e titulação tramitado perante o INCRA (registrado sob o nº: o 54100.000012/2017-91. 
The quilombola community of Nova Betel has been duly recognized by the Palmares Cultural Foundation since 2015, with the recognition and titling procedure being processed before INCRA (registered under no.: 54100.000012/2017-91). 
The territory made up of 56 families has an area of 1,870.92 hectares and is located in the rural area of the Municipality of Tomé Açu. The entire territory is being directly impacted by the installation of the electric power tower of the company ETEPA, an enterprise licensed by the state of Pará, with the approval of the State Secretariat for the Environment and Sustainability of Pará (SEMAS/PA).
In addition to granting the installation license granted by the State through SEMAS/PA violating the rights to Prior Free and Informed Consultation, the case is still based on a series of decisions by the judiciary that directly violate the rights of the quilombola peoples. 
The community also faces conflicts with the company BRASIL BIO FUELS S.A, a company in the field of oil palm cultivation, which operates in the planting, harvesting, processing and transport of oil palm and its derivatives in its poles, notably in the municipality of Tomé- Açu-PA, come with constant criminalization against the leaders of that community. Some families in the community took out financing from the Banco da Amazônia for the cultivation of oil palm individually, whose harvest would be purchased by the former Agropalma, which signed an agreement with the quilombola families, an agreement that was also assumed by BRASIL BIO FUELS S.A and which was not fulfilled.
The company in question began to accuse the residents of theft of palm fruits, which resulted in losses with the financing bank and criminalized by the company before the courts. 
In addition to the installation, by the company ETEPA (Empresa Transmissora de Energia do Pará), of the power transmission line towers that connect Paragominas to Barcarena, the Quilombola Community of Nova Betel has been directly affected by the maintenance/implantation work of the MINING pipeline PARAGOMINAS S/A (MPSA), which has its headquarters in the municipality of Paragominas/PA, whose work is being carried out by the company MILPLAN ENGENHARIA S.A. (Milplan) within the quilombola territory, without prior, free and informed consultation. 
5. CONCLUSION 
Given the scenario of violations of quilombola territorial rights described above, our main recommendations to the Committee are as follows. 
Malungu and Terra de Direitos respectfully recommend that:   
a) the Brazilian State resume and accelerate the titling process for quilombola territories; 
b) Specifically, the land bodies, responsible for the demarcation and titling of quilombola communities, in the State of Pará, ITERPA, and the Union INCRA, take measures regarding the open titling processes of quilombola communities. 
c) Take urgent measures to protect communities from harassment and violence (territorial and otherwise) perpetrated by state and private agents (companies and large enterprises, miners and illegal miners, etc.);
d) Recognize that the human rights violations reported here are expressions of environmental racism;
e) Urges Brazilian State to undertake a technical study about the human rights violations against the quilombola´s communities in Amazon. 
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