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About ODVV

1. The Organization for Defending Victims of Violence (ODVV) is a non-governmental, non-profit, non-political organization in Special Consultative Status to ECOSOC. ODVV was established in 1988 in Tehran and has been active in the field of human rights and humanitarian activities.

2. ODVV is also associated to the United Nations Department of Global Communications (DGC) and a member of the Conference of Non-Governmental Organizations (CONGO). ODVV has cooperated with international organizations in a variety of issues and has working relations with many NGOs in Iran and around the globe.

3. ODVV is focused on promoting human rights, supporting victims of violence, empowering Iranian civil society, and offering human rights consultations to the Iranian institutions and organizations. ODVV is actively involved in running various human rights education courses, workshops, seminars, and conferences. Other activities include: 
0. Participation in the Human Rights Council sessions in Geneva; 
0. Publication of different books and booklets on human rights such as Rights of the Child, Unilateral Coercive Measures (Economic Sanctions), Human Rights situation in countries, Racism, Racial Discrimination, Islamophobia and Xenophobia; 
0. Publishing Defenders Quarterly (in English), human rights news and developments Weekly (in Farsi), daily updating ODVV websites in English, Farsi and Arabic;
0. Posting Human Rights Council developments for Iranian audience on social media.


Racial Discrimination Concerns in the United Kingdom

4. In compliance with the international obligations laid down in articles 2 and 5 of the convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, States Parties undertake to prohibit and to eliminate racial discrimination in all its forms and to guarantee the right of everyone, without distinction as to race, colour, national or ethnic origin or religion.

Islamophobia in the United Kingdom
5. Islamophobia has been one of the serious issues for the minorities living in the United Kingdom, especially in recent years and more specifically during recent months. 2024 reports have proven a worrisome surge in Islamophobic incidents in the country especially after October 2023.
6. Between October 2023 and February 2024, the Islamophobic incidents have been more than threefold, raising from 600 incidents in the same period previous year, to over 2000 cases in five months in late 2023 and early 2024.
7. The Islamophobic incidents which have mostly targeted Muslim women include a range of abuses such as hate speech on social media, physical assaults, abusive behaviour and acts of vandalism. For example, a Muslim woman in Islamic clothing was assaulted on a bus in East London and told, "you Muslims are troublemakers". Other incidents include a written death threat to mosque worshippers and vandalism of a woman’s car with a Nazi swastika[footnoteRef:1]. Islamophobic incidents in the UK can be classified into several categories based on the nature of the actions and the contexts in which they occur: [1:  https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-68374372] 

· Physical Assaults: Such as attacks on individuals wearing Islamic clothing, like the assault on a Muslim woman on a bus in East London.
· Verbal Abuse: Such as hate speech directed at Muslims in public spaces, online abuse, and direct threats, like the written death threat to mosque worshippers.
· Vandalism and Property Damage: Such as defacement of mosques, homes, and vehicles with offensive symbols or messages, like the Nazi swastika vandalism on a woman’s car, and the dumping of a pig’s head at a proposed mosque site.
· Discrimination in Schools and Universities: Such as verbal and physical abuse of Muslim students, as well as discriminatory actions by peers or staff, contributing to a hostile environment.
· Online Hate Speech: Such as Islamophobic comments and threats on social media platforms, contributing to a broader climate of hostility and fear.

8. We recommend the Committee to evaluate the legislative, regulating and policy measures of the United Kingdom to ensure their effectiveness on elimination of all forms of Islamophobic approaches and attitudes, as well as discriminatory approaches and negative racial stereotyping toward Muslim groups especially Muslim women.

9. In addition, we recommend the Committee to call on the UK to provide information on measures planned to explicitly prohibit Islamophobic incidents. 

10. We draw the attention of the committee to the reality that the policy and legislative measures, already in place, have failed to effectively address cases of Islamophobic attacks, in a way that such attacks have been sharply increasing within the past months.

Discrimination and Racism toward Supporters of Palestine
11. The policing of political attitudes and erosion of freedom of speech, in relation to the issue of Palestine in the United Kingdom is considered to be undeniably racist.  Because these actions have been disproportionately targeting Palestinians Arabs Muslims and other ethnic and religious minorities.

12. An NGO has documented an alarming increase of 455%[footnoteRef:2] in the number of cases who have experienced an attack because of supporting Palestine across the United Kingdom, in public places, schools and workplaces. The significant rise in the suppression of pro-Palestinian activity has had adverse impacts on college students, school students, workers and other individuals including children. [2:  https://www.cage.ngo/articles/new-report-exposes-scale-of-palestine-repression-at-uk-schools-and-workplaces] 

The worrisome Findings confirm:
· An aggressive and authoritarian response from the UK government to the legitimate expressions of solidarity with Palestine.
· Double standard of the UK police when confronting with Palestine supporters compared to the supporters of Ukraine, in public places, colleges and universities and workplaces.
· The disproportionate targeting of Muslims, where 209 out of 214 cases documented by the NGO have been Muslims.
· Abuse of national laws and legal procedures against any expressions of solidarity with Palestine.
· A “consistent pattern” of suppressions is observed in all cities and towns across the country.

13. We recommend the committee to evaluate policing and police response to peaceful and legitimate assemblies, including the protests in support of Palestine, to ensure full compliance of UK police operations with the Convention against all Forms of Racial Discrimination.

14. Also, we recommend the Committee to call on the UK to ensure the full compliance of law enforcement and other public officials and institutions with CERD, regardless of the political viewpoints of the individuals they encounter.
The Situation of Asylum Seekers
15. The UK government has recently initiated a trend of passing laws aimed at undermining the rights of migrants and asylum seekers like the Illegal Migration Act (2023) and the Safety of Rwanda Act (2024). 260 organizations dedicated to safeguarding human rights have labelled the latter as a threat to the universality of human rights and possible violation of international law. 

16. The Rwanda Safety Act provides specific exemptions from certain aspects of the Human Rights Act, including constraints on access to justice and reduced remedies for breaches. Moreover, it authorizes the UK Government to ignore interim measures from the European Court of Human Rights.
 
17. Such laws could also result in significant harm to children from racialized communities. Regulations that stipulate that an asylum application is deemed 'inadmissible' if the application can be submitted in a 'safe third country' (the criteria used for deciding deportations to Rwanda) also apply to children. A letter signed by over 250 organizations addressed to the Prime Minister, expressed grave concern over the violation of human rights of the most vulnerable members of the society. Furthermore, there are looming threats of UK withdrawal from the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR).

18. By passing the laws, the UK is at risk of breaching its international obligations under several human rights treaties, including the European Convention on Human Rights, the 1951 Refugee Convention, the UN Convention against Torture, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child.

19. Finally, we recommend the Committee to evaluate the UK migration measures and legislations to ensure full adherence to the principle of non-discrimination and to prevent collective expulsions.
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