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It is with great pleasure and honour that I take this opportunity to make a closing statement on this occasion of the consideration of the initial report of the Kingdom of Lesotho under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. We appreciate the candid, impartial and constructive manner in which the dialogue pertaining to the review of my country took place; a dialogue which has provided an opportunity for critical self-assessment of reflecting on the meaning, significance and indispensable need for protection and promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities. 
In this regard, I would like to thank the Committee, Secretariat and Interpreters for ensuring the smooth proceedings of our review. Again, we are grateful to the United Nations Agencies for their information and the Civil Society Organizations for their shadow report as we believe such contributions provided valuable inputs for the review. Further, special thanks to the Chairperson for moderating the deliberations. We take the opportunity to appreciate the lead Rapporteur for Lesotho, Mr. Abdelmajid MAKNI (Morocco) and members of his Taskforce, Ms. Natalia GUALA BEATHYATE (Uruguay) and Mr. Floyd MORRIS (Jamaica). Their invaluable support and guidance was invaluable and made the dialogue the success it was.

Lastly, I take the honour to mention that in recognition of the principle of inclusion our delegation has people with disabilities and thus wish to thank them for their hard work in compilation of our report as well as undertaking all preparations for this review.
This Session has provided an opportunity for critical self-assessment of reflecting on the meaning, significance and indispensable need for promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities. The process has also been a worthwhile process, as it has enabled Lesotho to also identify gaps and challenges that still lie ahead regarding implementation of the Convention. 
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My delegation recognizes that State Party Reporting is a crucial opportunity to both celebrate our progress and reflect on areas where additional action must be taken. Despite encountering certain challenges, Lesotho remains dedicated to implementing all the envisaged concluding observations and other international obligations to achieve tangible progress on the ground. We further remain dedicated to cooperating with the Committee and the international community to uphold all human rights for persons with disabilities, without distinction as the Constitution dictates.
The outcome of this review is anticipated with immense positivity, and we would like to assure the Committee that Lesotho shall continue to implement the provisions of the Convention in recognition of the concluding observations emanating from this review, in line with regional and international human rights jurisprudence, to the best of her ability.
Notwithstanding the above, in the light of the continuing national reforms, some of the issues and concluding observations will be co-opted in the process. We are optimistic that their implementation will benefit people with disabilities as rights holders at the national level. Also, awareness and understanding of human rights and the role these core values play in our day-to-day lives is a process that requires continuous attention. 
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Before I conclude, let me appreciate the objective and impartial manner in which the review was conducted and we applaud the Committee. We commend the Committee members for their tireless efforts and dedication to this review through undertaking in-depth research into the issues affecting our country, thus making it possible to engage in a constructive and objective manner in which we over the two days. I affirm my Government’s dedication to fully carrying out the concluding observations to the best of our capabilities. I therefore wish to take this opportunity to appreciate the Secretariat for the support and their availability throughout the entire process, thus making it seamless to participate in this meaningful process.

In conclusion, as Lesotho will begin implementing the concluding observations and working to secure citizens’ rights, the country remains committed to its obligations under international human rights instruments. Lesotho aims to achieve best practices for the rights of persons with disabilities and looks forward optimistically. The Government of Lesotho would like to thank the Human Rights advisers at Commonwealth Small states office in Geneva for preparing my delegation for this review, and further thanks organizations of persons with disabilities, the OHCHR, and European Union, for their technical and financial support, which has strengthened efforts to promote and protect human rights for all in Lesotho.

I THANK YOU. 
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