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Alternative Report on the Implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance by the Republic of Armenia
Executive Summary
The Forum Méditerranéen pour la Promotion des Droits du Citoyen (FMPDC) respectfully submits this alternative report to the Committee on Enforced Disappearances in advance of its constructive dialogue with the Republic of Armenia.
FMPDC acknowledges Armenia's commitment to strengthening the protection of human rights through legislative reforms, institutional modernization, and continued cooperation with international and regional human rights mechanisms. The State has undertaken important measures to improve the administration of justice, reinforce the rule of law, and enhance safeguards aimed at protecting individuals from serious human rights violations, including enforced disappearance.
The Forum also recognizes Armenia's willingness to engage with international monitoring bodies and its efforts to align domestic legislation with international human rights standards. Continued judicial reforms, improvements in criminal procedure, and enhanced institutional accountability demonstrate the Government's commitment to consolidating democratic governance and strengthening legal protections.
While these positive developments are noteworthy, further efforts remain necessary to ensure the full implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance. Continued attention should be devoted to strengthening preventive mechanisms, ensuring effective investigations, enhancing support for victims and their families, improving institutional coordination, and reinforcing guarantees against impunity.
FMPDC presents this report in a constructive spirit, with the objective of supporting Armenia's ongoing efforts to fully implement its obligations under the Convention and to further strengthen the protection of all persons against enforced disappearance.
Introduction
The Republic of Armenia has made significant progress in promoting democracy, strengthening the rule of law, and advancing the protection of human rights over recent years. Through constitutional, legislative, and institutional reforms, the country has continued to reinforce its legal framework and improve the effectiveness of public institutions responsible for safeguarding fundamental rights and freedoms.
As a State Party to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, Armenia has demonstrated its commitment to respecting international human rights obligations and cooperating with United Nations human rights mechanisms. Its participation in international review processes reflects an openness to dialogue and continuous institutional improvement.
The Forum welcomes the constructive engagement maintained by the Armenian authorities with international organizations and recognizes the efforts undertaken to modernize the justice sector, strengthen prosecutorial independence, enhance judicial accountability, and improve legal safeguards within the criminal justice system.
This report seeks to contribute positively to the dialogue between the Committee and the Republic of Armenia by identifying areas where additional measures may further strengthen implementation of the Convention. The observations and recommendations contained herein are intended to support ongoing national reforms and reinforce the protection of all persons from enforced disappearance.

Legal and Institutional Framework
The Republic of Armenia has continued to strengthen its legal and institutional framework for the protection of human rights through comprehensive reforms aimed at reinforcing the rule of law and ensuring greater compliance with international legal standards.
Armenia is a State Party to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and has demonstrated its commitment to implementing its obligations under the Convention through legislative development, institutional modernization, and constructive cooperation with international human rights mechanisms.
The adoption of the new Criminal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code has contributed to strengthening legal safeguards within the criminal justice system. These reforms provide improved procedural guarantees, reinforce judicial oversight, and enhance the protection of fundamental rights throughout criminal proceedings.
The Human Rights Defender (Ombudsperson) continues to play an important role as an independent national institution responsible for promoting and protecting human rights. The institution contributes to monitoring places of deprivation of liberty, receiving individual complaints, and encouraging improvements in public administration and law enforcement practices.
Armenia has also continued efforts to strengthen the independence of the judiciary, improve prosecutorial effectiveness, modernize investigative procedures, and increase transparency within public institutions. These reforms contribute to reducing the risk of arbitrary detention and reinforce legal certainty for all individuals.
Furthermore, cooperation between national authorities and international organizations has supported capacity-building initiatives for judges, prosecutors, investigators, police officers, and other public officials responsible for implementing human rights obligations.
While these reforms represent significant progress, continued efforts to further harmonize domestic legislation with the Convention, strengthen institutional coordination, improve data collection, and enhance preventive safeguards would contribute to the more effective implementation of the Convention throughout the country.
Positive Developments
FMPDC welcomes the important progress achieved by the Republic of Armenia in recent years to strengthen democratic institutions, improve the administration of justice, and reinforce the protection of human rights.
The ongoing judicial reform process has enhanced the effectiveness and independence of the justice system while promoting greater accountability among judicial institutions.
The modernization of criminal legislation has introduced stronger procedural safeguards designed to protect individuals against arbitrary detention and other serious human rights violations.
Armenia has continued to strengthen cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms by participating constructively in treaty body reviews and implementing recommendations received through international monitoring procedures.
The Government has also invested in strengthening institutional capacities through professional training for judges, prosecutors, investigators, police personnel, and other public officials on international human rights standards.
Progress has likewise been achieved in improving access to justice, expanding legal aid services, promoting digitalization within the justice sector, and increasing institutional transparency.
The Forum further welcomes Armenia's efforts to reinforce the protection of vulnerable groups, improve public administration, strengthen anti-corruption measures, and encourage greater public confidence in national institutions.
These positive developments provide a solid foundation for further strengthening the implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance and ensuring even more effective protection of all persons under the jurisdiction of the Republic of Armenia.

Remaining Challenges
Despite the important progress achieved by the Republic of Armenia, several challenges remain in ensuring the full and effective implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
Continued efforts are needed to further harmonize domestic legislation with all provisions of the Convention, particularly by ensuring that national legal safeguards comprehensively address every aspect of enforced disappearance in accordance with international standards.
Strengthening preventive safeguards against arbitrary deprivation of liberty remains an important priority. Continued improvements in detention registration systems, judicial oversight, and access to legal assistance can further reinforce the protection of individuals from situations that may increase the risk of enforced disappearance.
The Forum considers that additional measures to improve coordination among judicial authorities, law enforcement agencies, prosecutorial bodies, and oversight institutions would contribute to more effective implementation of the Convention and enhance institutional efficiency.
Further development of centralized and reliable data collection systems concerning missing persons and alleged cases of enforced disappearance would facilitate transparency, improve institutional coordination, and support evidence-based public policies.
Continued professional training for judges, prosecutors, investigators, police officers, military personnel, and prison officials on the provisions of the Convention would further strengthen institutional capacity and promote consistent application of international human rights standards.
The Forum also encourages continued efforts to reinforce the rights of victims and their families by ensuring effective access to information, legal remedies, psychological support, social assistance, and appropriate reparations whenever required under the Convention.
Finally, continued dialogue with civil society organizations, independent national institutions, and international human rights mechanisms would further strengthen transparency, public confidence, and the overall effectiveness of national efforts aimed at preventing enforced disappearance.
Recommendations
The Forum Méditerranéen pour la Promotion des Droits du Citoyen respectfully recommends that the Republic of Armenia:
1. Continue harmonizing domestic legislation with all provisions of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
2. Further strengthen legal safeguards against arbitrary detention and reinforce judicial oversight throughout all stages of deprivation of liberty.
3. Continue improving registration and documentation systems for persons deprived of liberty to ensure complete accuracy, accessibility, and accountability.
4. Enhance institutional coordination among investigative authorities, prosecutors, courts, law enforcement agencies, and oversight bodies.
5. Strengthen mechanisms for the prompt, impartial, and effective investigation of all allegations relating to enforced disappearance.
6. Continue expanding specialized training programmes for judges, prosecutors, investigators, police officers, military personnel, and prison officials regarding the implementation of the Convention.
7. Reinforce measures guaranteeing the rights of victims and their relatives, including access to justice, information, psychological assistance, social support, and effective remedies.
8. Continue improving national systems for collecting, managing, and analysing data related to missing persons and alleged cases of enforced disappearance.
9. Further strengthen cooperation with United Nations human rights mechanisms and continue implementing recommendations issued by international treaty bodies.
10. Promote sustained dialogue with civil society organizations and independent national human rights institutions in order to reinforce transparency, accountability, and effective implementation of the Convention.


Conclusion
The Forum Méditerranéen pour la Promotion des Droits du Citoyen (FMPDC) commends the Republic of Armenia for its continued commitment to strengthening the rule of law, promoting democratic governance, and advancing the protection of human rights through sustained legal and institutional reforms.
The Forum recognizes the significant progress achieved in modernizing the justice system, reinforcing judicial independence, improving criminal legislation, strengthening public institutions, and maintaining constructive engagement with international human rights mechanisms. These efforts provide a solid foundation for the effective implementation of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
At the same time, continued progress in fully aligning domestic legislation with the Convention, strengthening preventive safeguards, enhancing institutional coordination, improving protection for victims and their families, and reinforcing accountability mechanisms will further consolidate Armenia's human rights framework.
FMPDC remains confident that the constructive dialogue between the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and the Republic of Armenia will contribute to identifying practical measures that further strengthen the implementation of the Convention and promote the highest standards of human rights protection.
The Forum reaffirms its readiness to continue supporting international cooperation, constructive dialogue, and the exchange of good practices aimed at preventing enforced disappearance and ensuring the effective protection of the dignity, rights, and freedoms of every individual.

Suggested Issues for the Committee
1. Please provide updated information on measures taken to fully harmonize domestic legislation with all provisions of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance.
2. Please describe the safeguards in place to ensure that all persons deprived of liberty are promptly registered in official detention records that are accurate, complete, and accessible to competent authorities.
3. Please provide information on measures adopted to guarantee the prompt, independent, and impartial investigation of allegations of enforced disappearance.
4. Please explain the mechanisms available to victims and their families to obtain access to information, justice, psychological support, social assistance, and appropriate reparation.
5. Please provide updated information on specialized training programmes delivered to judges, prosecutors, investigators, police officers, military personnel, and prison officials concerning the Convention.
6. Please indicate the measures taken to strengthen coordination among judicial authorities, law enforcement agencies, prosecutors, and oversight institutions in preventing enforced disappearance.
7. Please provide information on progress achieved in developing comprehensive national databases concerning missing persons and alleged cases of enforced disappearance.
8. Please describe the steps taken to strengthen cooperation with civil society organizations and the Human Rights Defender in implementing the Convention and monitoring its application.
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