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[bookmark: _Toc119413269]Introduction
 
1- The Islamic Parliament of Iran ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) in 1991. The Reservation made to the CRC clarifies that the legal provisions of the CRC are binding for the Islamic Republic of Iran (I.R.I) to the extent that they are compliant with Sharia standards and domestic laws. In 2010, the executive branch designated the Ministry of Justice as the “National Body on the Convention on the Rights of the Child” (NBCRC). 
2- NBCRC thereby became the main organ responsible for the monitoring, implementation, oversight and preparation of periodic reports. The NBCRC in implementing Article 44 of the CRC prepared the fifth and sixth periodic report in collaboration with sixty-four representatives of governmental agencies responsible for the protection of the interests of the child (including ministries as well as institutions of the judiciary and the executive branch). The comments of Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) and the Concluding observations of the Child Rights Committee on the third and fourth periodic report were accorded due consideration in the preparation of the fifth and sixth period report.  
3- New Legislation: In the period covered by the fifth and sixth period report, and with object of protecting the rights of children, a number of laws have been enacted in the I.R.I., the most notable of which are the following: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk118541645]Child and Adolescence Protection Act (CAPA, 2022) and its Implementing Regulations 
· Family Protection Act (FPA, 2012)
· Criminal Procedure Code (CPC, 2013)
· Conferral of Nationality to Children of Marriages of Iranian Women with Non-Iranian Men Act (Nationality Act) (2019)
· Regulations on Educating Foreign Nationals (EFN Regulations) (2016)
· Protection of Children and Adolescence in Cyberspace Act (Cyberspace Protection Act) (2021)
· Implementing Regulations of the Organization of Prisons and Security and Corrective Measures (Organization of Prisons), (2021)

4- Monitoring and Oversight of the Agencies in the Field of Interests of the Child: The “Office on the Protection of Children and Adolescence” and the “National body of the Convention on the Rights of the Child” bear responsibility for continuous monitoring and oversight of the situation of the rights of the Child in the I.R.I. Their duties are prescribed by Article 4 of the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescence and Article 50 of its Implementing Regulation adopted in 2021 respectively. The “Cultural and Social Working Group of Women and Family and Health” is likewise the provincial level focal point for the protection of the interests of the child as stipulated by Article 50 of the aforementioned Implementing Regulations. 
5- Resources and Financial Credit: In accordance with Article 54 of the Implementing Regulations of the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescence, the “Planning and Budget Organization” is tasked with the carrying out of the financing of the implementation of the provisions of the Implementing Regulation and the allocation of resources to the respective agencies. 
6- Obstacles and Challenges: In spite of the existence of the national political will for advancing in the direction of the complete realization of the rights of the child, which is most notably illustrated by the adoption of the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescence, which fully covers individuals under the age of 18 and seeks to comply with international obligations in the field of the rights of the child, there are challenges along this path. The most notable of these challenges are the following items: 
· The aggravation of the unilateral coercive measures of the United States and its European allies against the Islamic Republic of Iran, the COVID 19 pandemic and the health and economic subsistence problems ensuing from that, crises in bordering countries especially the recent developments and the sharp increase in the wave of migrants and refugees have all affected the financial endowments of the government as well as the realization of the Economic, Social and Cultural rights. For example, sanctions in the field of pharmaceuticals have blocked the entry of the drugs for the treatment of epidermolysis bullosa (EB). 
· Effecting cultural reforms based on the adoption of new laws takes time for the reason of broad cultural, ethnic and religious diversity of the I.R.I. Likewise, the development of Information Technology and Communication by transnational companies (e.g., Google Play and App Store) and the ensuing access of the children to content which is deemed inappropriate based on the age of the children has been among the factors negatively impacting the observance of the rights of the child. 
7- In spite of this and all the aforementioned limitations, Iran has advanced towards the full realization of the CRC and has implemented noteworthy measures in both the normative and structural aspects. Accession to the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, along with presenting the Child Rights Committee with the first report pertaining to that instrument, have been among the most notable measures on the international level. 



[bookmark: _Toc119413270]1- The Foundations and Basic Rights

1-1- [bookmark: _Toc119413271]Definition of Child 

8- Responding to par. 2 of CRC/C/IRNco/3-4, through the approval of the new law on the protection of children and adolescence, comprised of 51 articles and 15 exceptions and adopted in 2020, all individuals under the age of 18 are covered by the special protections of that law. The aforementioned law has determined that individuals aged 9 to 18 are officially recognized as adolescence.
9- In accordance with paragraph A of the regulations of the national body on the rights of the child of the I.R.I., adopted in 2011, child means any individual under  the age of 18. 

[bookmark: _Toc119413272]1-2 General Principles (Articles 2, 3, 6 and 12)

1-2-1 [bookmark: _Toc119413273]Non-Discrimination

10- The Law on the Protection of Child accords to all children under the age of 18 the protections of this law, regardless of gender, race, religion, language, ethnicity, nationality and the like. 
11- Paragraph 1 of Strategy A of the Comprehensive Plan of Action on the Rights of Child and Adolescence (a national roadmap 2025 horizon adopted in 2016) for 2025 embarks on the “prohibition of discrimination against children” and prepared the plans, activities and indices for measuring its realization. Additionally, it has identified the agencies repsonsible for cooperating to the end of implementing this strategy. 
12- Article 4 of the “Charter of Citizens’ Rights” (The Charter) approved (2016) emphasizes the right of children to be free from discrimination. The Charter prohibits all forms of discrimination especially in regard to the citizens’ access to public services such as health and education. The Charter, moreover, obliges the government to refrain from any action that results in further inequality of social class, unfair discrimination and deprivation of citizens’ rights. 
13- In accordance with Article 21 of the Regulation of the Conferral of the Nationality to Children of Marriages of Iranian Women with Non-Iranian Act (Regulation on Nationality Act) (adopted in 2020), children whom their nationality has been recognized through the application of the “Nationality Act” have all the rights and obligations of Iranian citizens. 
14- With regard to the recommendation contained in paragraph 61 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, in spite of the mandatory nature of the provisions of Civil Code, heirs can divide the estate among themselves by mutual agreement subject to the caveat that if there is an incapacitated, a minor or untraceable individual among them the division shall be subject to the supervision of courts and in accordance with the Civil Code of I.R.I.
  
1-2-2 [bookmark: _3tbugp1][bookmark: _Toc119413274]Provision of the Best Interests of the Child (Article 3)
15- The Section on “Core Values” in the national roadmap 2025 horizon has prioritized “respecting the best interests of the child” in compilation of all provisions of the Action Plan. All measures taken by governmental and non-governmental institutions acting in response to this Plan and in respect of measures affecting children should be based upon an evaluation of the ensuing impact on children and their interests.
16- FPA (Article 45) deems it necessary to respect the interests of children in all decisions of courts and executive authorities. In addition, the court is obliged to prioritized the best interest of the child in all proceedings during and after divorce with regards to all matters related to the guardianship and custody of the child, as well as with reference to determining the manner of visitations by the parent who does not live with the child (Articles 29, 41 to 43). 
17- According to the “CAPA”, judicial authorities are required to consider the interest of the child in their decisions, including in the cases of guardianship and protection of the child in precarious situations and the determination of an appropriate security measures by the court for the child acting in breach of law (Articles 36, 40, 42). Respecting the interests of child and adolescents is also emphasized in the following provisions:
· paragraph b and note 3 of paragraph c of the Article 88 and Article 354 of the Islamic Penal Code (2013)
· [bookmark: _Hlk118542306][bookmark: _Hlk118542564]Note 1 to paragraph 6 of Article 8, note to Article 15, and Articles 23, 25 and 31 of the “Protection of Unsupervised and Improperly Supervised Children and Adolescence Act”. 
· Articles 71, 287, 414 and 523 of the CPA.
· Articles 23 and 66 of the Implementing Regulation of FPA
· Paragraph d of Article 1, note 2 to Article 4 and Article 8 of the Implementing Regulation of Article 36 of the “Protection of Unsupervised and Improperly Supervised Children and Adolescence”.
· Article 40 of the Guidelines on the Formation and Operation of Family Counseling Centers (2017).
18- With regard to the recommendation contained in paragraph 61 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, in spite of the mandatory nature of the provisions of civil Code, heirs can divide the estate among themselves by mutual agreement subject to the caveat that if there is an incapacitated, a minor or untraceable individual among them the division shall be subject to the supervision of courts and in accordance with the Civil Code of I.R.I. 

1-2-3 [bookmark: _28h4qwu][bookmark: _Toc119413275]The Right to Life, Survival and Development (Article 6)

19- The right to life of a child as enshrined in the Iranian laws and regulations is of such significance that it includes the stage before the child's birth. The IPC has criminalized crimes against the fetus and aborting the fetus life;
20- Paragraph 2 of Strategy A of the national roadmap 2025 horizon has embarked on the “right to life, survival and development of the child”. Furthermore, the Comprehensive Plan has determined its programs, activities and measurement indicators and the Comprehensive Plan has identified the agencies responsible for its implementation.
21- Article 76 of the Sixth Development Program Law (2017-2021) the government has become obliged to provide for the health of the mother and the child and improve maternal and infant mortality rate indicators in accordance with the following table and via respecting the general policies on population control:  

	2021
	2020
	2019
	2018
	2017
	Unit
	Title 

	15
	16
	16.5
	17
	18
	Per hundred thousand births
	Decrease in maternal mortality rate

	11.3
	12.3
	13.3
	14.4
	15.6
	Per thousand surviving births  
	Decrease in infant mortality rate (1-59 months)

	57.5
	56.5
	55.5
	54.5
	53.5
	Percent 
	Increase in percentage of natural birth

	6.2
	6.5
	6.8
	7.2
	7.6
	Per thousand surviving births
	Decrease in consequences of pregnancy, abortion, and birth



22- In connection with paragraph 37 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, in cases of intentional murder where the punishment of retribution is not enforceable, the perpetrator of intentional murder is sentenced to imprisonment for a period of 3 to 10 years in respect of the general aspects of the aforementioned crime (Article 612 of the IPC Also, in the amendment of Article 612, a Bill titled "Determining appropriate punishment for fathers and grandfathers who commit child murder" was prepared and approved by the Vice Presidency for Women and Family Affairs (VPWFA) and the Department of Legal Affairs, which is now going through the approval process in the parliament. In this bill, the murder of a child under 18 years by the father is considered an aggravated punishment. In addition, under the aforementioned bill the punishment for the perpetrator (i.e., father or grandfather) has been increased to a period of 5 to 10 years in prison, and the bill further stipulates restrictions on guardianship or custody of other children.
23- Responding to the committee's request in paragraph 38 in regard to the provision of punishment appropriate to honor killings, it should be noted that the the Penal Code does not grant immunity from punishment for the crime of intentional homicide. In cases of intentional homicide and where retribution is not enforceable, the punishment of the perpetrator is stipulated in Article 612 of the Islamic Penal Code (1996). Likewise, legal provisions covering all forms of violent crimes against women are stipulated in the "Bill on Preserving the Dignity and Protection of Women against Violence" (2020).
24- In the Act proposed by the Ministry of Justice – i.e., the Bil on "Determining appropriate punishment for fathers and grandfathers who commit child murder" - it is stipulated:
“In the event that retribution is not enforceable, the perpetrator will be sentenced to 3rd degree imprisonment, and if the victim is the wife, child, father, or mother of the perpetrator, the punishment will be aggravated and will be changed to 2nd degree imprisonment. Additionally, the 2nd degree imprisonment will not benefit from any of the mitigating institutions of IPC”.
25- The following actions have been taken with regards to paragraphs 39 and 40 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, the main responsibility for mine clearing operations has been with the Ministry of Defense and Armed Forces Logistics since 2002.
26- The mine clearing operation on the land bordering Iraq was started by the army and IRGC immediately after the end of the war in 1988, and this operation was entrusted to the Ministry of Defense with the establishment of a specialized mine clearing center in 2003. This center has discovered and destroyed more than 20 million types of landmines and more than one million types of unexploded ordnance, including bombs, bullets, mortars, and grenades;
27- Extent of areas contaminated by mines: At the beginning of 2020, a total of 1120 km of lands were contaminated by mines, of which 590 km cannot be cleared due to flooding and geographical conditions.
28- Cleared lands: In 2020, 24.5 km of contaminated lands were cleared; from this area 21,000 mines and 29,000 explosives left over from the war era were discovered.
29- Human casualty statistics: in 2020, only one person was injured during clearing operations, and since 1988, 1,559 mine-sweepers have had accidents, of which 256 individuals were killed and 1,303 were injured. In terms of the number of human casualties was from the 5 contaminated western and southwestern provinces, 6 individuals were killed and 16 individuals were injured. 
30- Overall statistics of the human casualties from the war period:
· From 1988 to present: 8445 individuals from border areas in contaminated provinces were victims of landmines, of which 2516 people were killed, including 200 women and 2316 men, and 5929 were injured, including 517 women and 5412 men. 
31- Apart from the activities concentrated in the border areas, emergency groups have been formed in the clearing stations of this center in five contaminated provinces, so that if any types of non-functional ammunition are observed by the residents or the police force, they will immediately intervene and collect the uncovered ammunition from there and destroy it in a safe place. During the past years, about seven thousand emergency operations were carried out in cities, villages and agricultural lands by the provincial stations of the aforementioned center. As a result of these operations, about 80,000 non-functional mines and bullets and 176 non-functional bombs were discovered and destroyed.
32- Residents of contaminated border areas who have an accident with landmines or any non-functional ammunition left over from the war, pursuant to filing a case and the examination of that case in the Commission composed of supporting institutions, based on the severity of the accident and injury, will be covered by one of the supporting institutions. These supporting institutions include the Martyrs Foundation and Veterans Affairs, Imam Khomeini Relief Committee and State Welfare Organization (SWO). The aforementioned individuals receive various services including medical services, as well as, artificial organs and lifelong pension if necessary.
33- From the beginning of the clearing operation, the mine clearing personnel are covered by the accident insurance of the demining center. In addition, the insured or his/her heirs are paid indemnity for disability or death according to the case. Moreover, with due regard to the type and severity of the accident and injuries, demining personnel or his/her heirs are eligible for services of the Martyr Foundation. Such services include health insurance, services related to artificial organs and lifelong salary and pension.
34- Following the decision of the administration to establish the “Iran Mine Action Center” (IMAC), the Center shall plan, control and implements all components of demining.
35- Despite many consultations due to the imposition of political, economic and technical sanctions, the specialized “IMAC” was never able to transfer any knowledge and experience and technology in the field of demining. In spite this, through relying on the ability of its engineers and a knowledge-based company, it has designed and produced the "Integrated Mine Operation Information Management System" with different goals and capabilities. Other international undertakings of this center include the establishment of the "Humanitarian International Mine Action Training Center" training complex, with the purpose of improving the scientific level of humanitarian demining activities in 2018 and providing scientific assistance to other countries facing the same issues. Likewise, among other noteworthy activities of the Center are the establishment of the "Commission for Joint Cooperation for Demining between Iran and Iraq", the signing of a memorandum of understanding on cooperation between the “Iran Mine Action Center” and the International Committee of the Red Cross, the attendance of the annual international meeting of national demining heads and UN advisors in Geneva by the Center's representatives in the, and holding The annual World Mine Awareness and Action Day is marked on April 4th every year.

[bookmark: _Toc119413276]1-2-4 Respecting the Views of the Child

On the issue of respecting the views of the child the following points deserve due consideration:
36- Responding to paragraph 42 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, in the FPA, the right of the child to be heard in all family cases pending before courts is stipulated. These provisions include judicial decisions related to the custody and maintenance of the child after the separation of the parents or visitations from parents. In this connection, it is anticipated that the court will make a decision respecting the best interest of the child. In determining best interest of the child, the court will hear the views of the child, especially through the relevant expert. Finally, the court will make a decision on the basis of the views of the child voiced through the relevant social workers. Articles 29, 41, 42 and 43 of the FPA embark on this issue. 
37- Article 30 of the CAPA reads: In addition to the legal grounds for prosecution contained in the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC), the request of the child/adolescence is recognized as another legal ground for prosecution or protective measures as prescribed in this law and according to paragraph A. Based on Article 30 of the CPC, judicial authorities acting in the framework of hearing a child's lawsuit stating that he is a victim of a crime, shall take the initiative to file a case and prosecute the matter. Furthermore, according to paragraph A of Article 32, during the preliminary investigation stage of the child's dangerous situation, the child's own opinions are also heard by social workers;
38- The Charter, in Article 109, recognizes the right of all students to have their personality and dignity respected and to express their opinions on issues related to their lives; students have the right to have their opinions heard and taken into account. 
39- Paragraph 6 of Strategy A of the “national roadmap 2025 horizon” embarks on the "right of the child to be heard". The Charter has identified the programs, activities and indicators for measuring the realization of “right of the child to be heard”. Finally, the Charter has identified the responsible institutions for cooperation toward the implementation of this strategy; 
40- Responding to paragraph 41 of CRC/C/IRNco/3-4, on the issue of respecting the views of children in school, the “Implementing Regulation for Schools” (2000) states in paragraph 5 of article 3, that the "Student Council" is one of the pillars of school and one of the available tools for children to express their views and participate in student affairs in school. According to Article 19 of this regulation, the student council is intra-school. The members of the council are formed by the students of the same school. The most important duties of this council according to Article 18 are: examining how students participate in a set of school educational and executive activities, student cooperation in setting the school's internal exam schedule, and student selection of a representative to participate in the School Council.
41- According to paragraph A of Article 30 of the CAPA, judicial authorities, in the framework of hearing a child's lawsuit stating that he is a victim of a crime, initiate the filing of a case and prosecute the matter. Moreover, in accordance to Paragraph A of Article 32, in the preliminary investigation stage of the dangerous situation of the child, the child's views are also heard by social workers.
42- Article 415 of the CPC emphasizes the right of a child in conflict with the law to express his or her views in a position of defense. Article 417 places emphasizes the right of a child to be heard in lawsuit for damages caused by a crime.

2- [bookmark: _Toc119413277]Civil Rights and Liberties Articles 7-8 and Articles 13-17

2-1- [bookmark: _Toc119413278]Name, Identity and Identification of Parents (Article 7)

In regard of this right, the following laws can be pointed out: 
43- Paragraph 1 of Article 993 Civil Code places emphasis on the necessity of registering the birth of every child. 
44- According to Article 12 of the Civil Registration Law approved on 16/04/1355, the birth of any child in Iran, regardless of whether the child's parents are Iranian or foreign, must be registered within 15 days of birth. The birth of children belonging to Iranians living abroad must also be registered within 15 days and the Iranian consulate in the place of residence or the “National Organization for Civil Registration of Iran” should be notified. According to Article 17 of the Civil Registration Law, if the child's parents are not known, identity documents will be issued for him and a hypothetical name will be entered in the parent's name field; in order to maintain confidentiality, the issue of being hypothetical will not be mentioned in the identity document. According to Article 45, whenever the identity of a person is doubted and the necessary documents are not provided to prove it, the matter will be referred to the relevant authorities for proof of identity.
45- Failure to register the event of birth or failure to obtain registration or identity documents for a child or adolescence without a valid excuse is deemed to be in the category of deemed “precarious situations” that may lead to intervention and legal protection of the child or adolescence (Article 3(f), CAPA).
46- Ministry of Interior is obligated to cooperate with the relevant agencies to identify children and adolescents, whether Iranian or foreign, who lack registration or identity documents (CAPA). Furthermore, the Ministry shall act to introduce these individuals to supporting, educational, therapeutic or judicial institutions, as the case may be, for measures effecting support. 

2-2 [bookmark: _Toc119413279]Nationality (Article 7)
In regard to this right, the following law can be pointed out:
47- The Charter (Article 47) stipulates that benefiting from the advantages of Iranian citizenship is an inalienable right of every Iranian person;
48- With the approval of the “Law Amending the Nationality Law” (2019) and the respective removal of the condition of becoming of 18  in order qualify for applying for Iranian citizenship, Iranian citizenship now covers all children born from marriages, where either parent is Iranian, including children that were born before the approval. The lack of official marriage registration will not prevent such a request from being processed. According to this law, all the children of Iranian women married to foreign men who have not become 18 years of age whether born before or after the approval of this law shall acquire Iranian citizenship at the request of the Iranian mother.
49- According to Article 21 of the “Regulations of Nationality Law (2020), children whose Iranian citizenship has been recognized according to the law amending the “Nationality Law”, enjoy all the rights and have all the obligations of Iranian citizens. 
50- Responding to paragraph 46 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, on the issue of provision of new statistics on the number of people who have acquired Iranian citizenship through the amendment of the law, it should be noted that, since the approval of this law, approximately 80,000 people have been registered in the special system for children of Iranian mothers, and approximately 30,000 of this number are people under 18, of which 1,602 individuals have received birth certificates by June 2021.
51- Children resulting from extramarital relations (the subject of Article 7 and 8): the child resulting from extramarital relations belongs to its natural father, who is responsible for the legal duties of caring and providing for the child. According to the unanimous decision of the Supreme Court of Iran 617-03/04/1376, which has the validity of the law, A child born out of extramarital relations belongs to its natural and father, and the child's father is responsible for all paternal duties, including custody and care for the child, provision of his living expenses and receipt of a birth certification documents for the child.

2-3 [bookmark: _Toc119413280]Freedom of Expression (Article 13)

52- [bookmark: _Hlk118767185]Paragraph 4 of Strategy A of the national roadmap 2025 horizon  embarks on the "right to freedom of expression" and determines the programs, activities and indicators for measuring its realization, as well as the institutions responsible for cooperation toward the implementation of this strategy.
53- According to Paragraph 5, Article 3 of the Executive Regulations of Schools, (2000), the "Student Council" is one of the pillars of schools. According to Article 18, the purpose of forming this council is the participation of students in educational, disciplinary, and sports matters, as well as the facilitation of direct communication between students and parents of the school. The Regulation further aims to respect the personality and dignity of children and to strengthen their sense of self-confidence, responsibility, and participation. The members of the student council are the students of the same school. 

[bookmark: _Toc119413281]2-4- Freedom of Thought, Conscience and Religion (Article 14)

54- Paragraph 4 of Strategy A of the “national roadmap 2025 horizon” deals with "the right to freedom of opinion, conscience and religion". This document has identified the programs, activities and indicators for measuring the realization of “freedom of thought, conscience and religion of the child”. Finally, the Charter has identified the responsible institutions for cooperation toward the implementation of this strategy. 

55- The Charter provides that no one has the right to cause the formation of ethnic, religious and political hatred in the minds of children, or to create violence in the minds of children against a particular race or religion through education or mass media (Article 110). 

[bookmark: _Toc119413282]2-5- Freedom of Association and Freedom of Peaceful Assembly

56- According to paragraph 5, Article 3 of the “Executive Regulation of Schools” (2000), "student council" is one of the pillars of schools. According to Article 18, the purpose of forming the council is encouraging the participation of students in educational, disciplinary, and sports matters as well as facilitating direct communication between students and parents of the school. The Regulation further aims to respect the personality and dignity of children and to strengthen their sense of self-confidence, responsibility, and participation. The members of the student council are the students of the same school.

[bookmark: _Toc119413283]2-6- Prohibition of Arbitrary or Unlawful Interference with the Privacy, Family, Home or Correspondence of the Child (Article 16)

· Legal Measures:
57- According to Paragraph 4 of Article 1 of the “Manual for Identifying and Separating Information Related to Privacy and Personal Information from Public Information” (2018), information about children such as their photos, movies, audio recordings or records are considered to be among the most important examples of privacy. Additionally, according to paragraph 17 of article 4, photos, movies, notes and voice of children are among the most important personal identity data. 
58- Anyone who discloses the identity or information and secrets of a child, who is victimized or in a precarious situation or discloses the details of a crime committed by or against a child through mass media or by distributing, duplicating, publishing and showing films or images and the like, will be punished (CAPA, Article 91). Questions and investigations should be limited to the subject under investigation (CAPA, note to Article 32). Likewise, adequate care should be taken to prevent the publication and disclosure of the child's information by social workers.’

· Practical measures:
59- [bookmark: _Hlk118767518]The national document "Protection of Children against Insecure Cyberspace" (PCIC) was approved by the Supreme Council of Cyberspace in 2016. This document, in addition to offering separate definitions for minors, children and adolescents, discusses child engagement with cyberspace and ways in which parents deal with that engagement. Additionally, this document offers 9 major policies to protect children from possible harm in cyber space, including the development of international cooperation with countries that have similar preoccupations. 
60- Placing on the agenda initiatives such as the development of separate social networks, student SIM cards, and a protected environment for the sake of preventing harm to children from inappropriate content. 
61- Organizing meeting sessions for determining the examples of abuse and exploitation of children in the cyberspace in order to implement of the CAPA (Article 10, paragraph 9).  
62- The Regulatory Organization of Universal Audio and Video (SATRA) has issued regulations for the protection of children in the VODs and UGCs environment since March 2021.
63- [bookmark: _Hlk118767775]In addition to the production of special children's programs on the national TV channels of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in order to create a human connection with the children's audience, the "Children and Adolescence" channel was created in the “Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting Organization” (IBO). The Poya and Nahal channels are likewise managed by this broadcasting organization.  
[bookmark: _nmf14n]
[bookmark: _Toc119413284]2-7- Violence Against Children (Articles 19, 24, paragraph 3 of Article 28, Paragraph 2 of Article 34, paragraph a of Article 37 and Article 39)
64- Responding to paragraph 57 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, any harassment, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, force Pornography or sexual abuse of a child or adolescence by incest or anyone against a child is deemed a punishable crime (CAPA, Article 10). 
65- The law criminalize other instances of violence against children, including the following (CAPA, Articles 7-16):
· Prevention of receipt of education by parents or legal guardians of a child;
· threatening or encouraging the child to run away from home or school;
· carelessness and negligence leading to physical harm to the child;
· contact and non-contact sexual abuse of a child;
· child trafficking, offering, obtaining, forcing or hiring of a child for pornography or sexual exploitation;
· trade in children;
· Use of children in the preparation, production, distribution, reproduction, display and sale of pornographic visual and auditory works;
· Causation of child suicide, economic exploitation of child labor and sale of narcotics to children.
66- In 2007, the Islamic Republic of Iran joined the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (Optional Protocol) (without making a reservation) and ratified it in the Islamic Parliament of Iran. Acting in accordance with Article 12(1) of the Protocol, the Islamic Republic of Iran submitted its first report on the implementation of the provisions of the Protocol. This report contains the information and data about the measures taken for the implementation of the principles of the Convention and the Optional Protocol. Such information and data about the measures in question include description of the relevant  legal and institutional framework, especially the criminal provisions on the crimes of sale of children, child prostitution and pornography, prescribed punishments, protective and social rehabilitation measures.

[bookmark: _37m2jsg][bookmark: _Toc119413285]2-7-1- Protection Against Harmful  Traditional Practices 
[bookmark: _1mrcu09]
[bookmark: _46r0co2]2-7-1-1- Circumcision of girls

· Legal  Measures
67- In order to protect women against physical violence, Iran's criminal laws have criminalized all instances off harm and injury to women's sexual organs, in whatever form and to whatever extent. Article 664 of the IPC stipulates that the cutting and destruction of each of the two genitals of a woman amounts to half of the full dowry of the woman, and the cutting and destruction of a part of it amount to a proportional dowry.
· Practical Measures
68- [bookmark: _Hlk118768939]Holding educational workshops in 2017 by the Vice Presidency for Women and Family Affairs (VPWFA) in order to educate traditional midwives as well as mothers and daughter about the negative consequences of circumcision on girls’ health. 

[bookmark: _2lwamvv][bookmark: _Toc119413286]2-7-1-1 Early and Forced Marriage 
· Legal Measures
69- Articles 1064 and 1070 of the of the Civil Code (CC) enshrine the principle that the validity of the marriage contract rests on the “intention” and “free consent” of the man and woman in question.
70- Article 1041 of CC that validity off the marriage of girls under the age of 13 and the marriage of boys under the age of 15 is subject to the following three conditions:
· father's permission;
· respect for the best interest of the child;
· and the approval of this expediency by the court;


· Judicial authorities taking  any decision regarding children, shall, among other things, consider the best interests of the child as the foremost priority in issuing permits under Article 1041 of the CC) (FPL, Article 45). 
71- If a person marries a girl under the age of 13 without complying with the three conditions set out in Article 1041, he will be sentenced to prison, and at the same time, if this marriage causes damage to the girl's body and mind, the husband is required to compensate her (FPL, Article 50). Moreover, the duration of his prison sentence will be increased accordingly. If the girl's parents, her legal guardian or the person in charge of her maintenance, are assist or participate in the illegal marriage, they will be sentenced to appropriate criminal penalty (FPL, Article 50).  In the event that a notary registers a marriage that violates Article 1041 of the Civil Code, he/she will be criminally prosecuted (FPL, Article 56);
72- The Bill on “Preserving the Dignity and Protection of Women against Violence” criminalizes the act of forcing a marriage upon girl by her father or legal guardian. 

· Practical Measures
73- In accordance with the practical measures for the prevention of early marriage of children under the age of 15, two-page birth certificates are issued containing only personal and local information for the purpose of recording the event of death. Thus, no other event such as marriage is expected to be record in the two-page birth certificate for children under the age of 15. As such, the applicant for such a marriage must necessarily resort to the court system in order to obtain a modified birth certificate and a marriage license (i.e., a recommendation based on the growth of the child);
74- There are numerous legal and executive guarantees for preventing early or forced marriages. Early and forced marriages have likewisebeen controlled in practice by periodic inspections and legal disciplinary measures. In addition, due to the importance of the family in Iranian society and the general disapproval of performing sexual acts outside of the family institution, the legislator engages in debate for every natural need, and for this reason, the marriage of adults under the age of 18 cannot be set aside in totality (This approach is in stark contrast to the practice of countries that condition legal marriage on reaching 18 years of age and yet approve of sexual relations outside the institution of marriage. The restrictions in the latter group of countries, as we see today in Western countries, lead to early fornication. Moreover, what can be observed in these countries is the suffering of woman and violation of the rights of adolescence women due to the increase in unwanted pregnancies and the corresponding increase in number of abortions among adolescence women as well as the aggravation of social pressure facing them). The registration of such marriages is done in order to protect the rights of women and children resulting from marriage, since, by declaring these cases completely illegal, we will come to witness the emergence of unregistered marriages based on tribal traditions, which will ultimately deprive women and their children of legal protection.

75- The age of marriage is determined differently in countries with different climate and culture. Even some European countries have agreed on an age of marriage under 18. It should also be noted that according to the custom of nomads and some villages, many cases of marriage at a young age are not consummated until an older age. It should be noted that the main part of the statistics of marriages at a young age belong to this cultural and customary framework. The judicial system strictly monitors this group of marriages.
76- Cultural, social and economic changes have occurred in the cities, which have in effect increased the average age of marriage. The latest statistics show that the average age of marriage is 25.5 years for girls and 28.5 years for boys;
77- Responding to Section A of Paragraph No. 60, CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, It is noted that the SWO has taken the following actions toward improving public awareness about the harmful consequences of child marriage on children's physical and mental health:
· Counseling and awareness improving services have been provided in an effort to eradicate traditional practices that are incompatible with the health of children, such as early marriage, forced marriage, and early pregnancy. 
· In the 2017-2020 period, the (VPWFA) conducted several studies on the issue of child marriage and analyzed the issue from psychological, sociological and medical angles.

[bookmark: _111kx3o][bookmark: _Toc119413287]2-7-2- Measures of Rehabilitation for victims of violence
· Legal Measures:

78- Iran's legal system has regarded due consideration to "new developments in the field of children's rights" and "the government's obligation to intervene for the protection of children's rights against violence” in the CAPA, as follows. This law have been approved on the basis of "strategies and principles of human rights”. In the context of articles 4-5 and 6, the judiciary and all executive bodies, public institutions and non-governmental organizations have been organized in a connected network. The area of child protection has been reformulated in the form of legal and binding provisions in the various dimensions judicial and protective interventions. Additionally, the Iranian legal system is particularly attentive to the empowering the child after the incidence of a problem.
79- When a child is in a "precarious situation", measures of "intervention" and “legal protection” can be taken (CAPA, Article 3). In accordance with this article, a precarious situation in which a child is a victim of a crime. It could also cover situations where the child sustains injury to his or her physical or mental health, or where his or her social or moral or educational status is harmed or where his or her security is compromised. 
80- CAPA has postulated the following "fourteen themes", clearly stating that if any of these fourteen situations exist and result in a crime being perpetrated against a child or causing the child to sustain injury, the child in question is deemed to be in a precarious situation, in which case protective intervention for the sake of that child is needed (Article 3):

· Unsupervised, and/or negligence or carelessness in the performance of her legal duties of the person in charge of maintenance of the child;
· Onset of disease or behavioral, mental, or personality disorders or incurable contagious physical diseases in either parent or legal guardians and documented by a forensic pathologist;
· Imprisonment of either parent or legal guardians
· Onset of harmful addictions in either parent or legal guardians 
· Creation of prostitution centers by either parent or legal guardian or gaining of such publicity 
· Continuous violence of parents, legal guardians or other members of the family toward one another;
· Failure to register the birth of a child or failure to obtain registration or identity documents for the child without an excuse. 
· Withdrawal of the child from school;
· Rejection of the child by the family;
· Onset of Physical or mental disability, rare diseases or gender identity disorder; 
· Perpetration of crime by the child or exploitation of the child for criminal activities and activities such as begging and smuggling as well as addiction of the child to psychotropic substances or alcoholic beverages. 
· Any harmful situation resulting from extreme poverty, displacement, asylum, immigration or statelessness;
· Repeated running away from home, school, or withdrawal from school;
· A situation of misbehaving towards a child or exploitation of him or her. 
81- In the event that welfare social workers are informed that a child is in a precarious situation, they can invite the parents, guardians, legal supervisors or other persons related to the child in question in order to carry out investigations in the place of residence, work, or education of the child and take the necessary measures accordingly (CAPA, Article 32).
82- Where a severe and imminent danger threatens the child or in the event that the child is in a precarious situation and it is probable that a child will become the victim of a crime, welfare social workers or the justice support unit and law enforcement officers have the duty to act promptly in order to alleviate the danger and risks and prevent the perpetration of the crime as well as, as the occasion may arise, take the child away from the precarious environment, transferring him to welfare or other related centers (CAPA, Article 33). These measures ought to be reported by the responsible persons to the prosecutor within a time limit of 12 hours. 


83- Practical Measures
84- The Social and Crime Prevention Affairs Deputy of Judiciary has taken the following measures:
85- Compilation of the "Comprehensive Program to Control and Reduce Violence" in 2018:
a.  This program has identified five fundamental priority themes in the field of ​​violence that require immediate action. Moreover, it has specified a national prevention program focused on effective operational measures for each. One of the strategic themes of this program is the "National Program for the Prevention of Violence against Children (child-friendly fundamental preventive measures)". This thematic program has been compiled based on backgrounds, generating factors, effective institutions and custodians of prevention with the cooperation of experts and representatives of various effective institutions. The “National Program for the Prevention of Violence against Children” is composed of 44 strategic interventions. which can be divided according to the following categories: 
· interactive prevention intervention, 
· educational intervention, 
· cultural cultivation intervention,
· development of social welfare and reactive prevention intervention
· criminal justice measures intervention
· criminalization intervention and 
· sentencing intervention. 
b. The system of monitoring, evaluation, investigation and data collection in the field of reduction of violence against children is carried out in the framework of this program. Among the measures endorsed by the aforementioned program are eradicating customary, cultural and traditional violent practices and attitudes towards children, informing the public, preventing violence against children, promoting values ​​based on countering violence, supporting the inherent  dignity of children and their physical and mental integrity, preventing (aggravation of) violence, among children, prohibiting media violence against children, and finally, promoting child protection standards with the participation of media, private sector, civil society and non-governmental organizations. The human resources financing and development of this program has been approved and accredited.
86- With the design of the "Student Social Care System (NAMAD)", information about the signs of abuse in children was compiled and recorded in cooperation with the Ministry of Education. This undertaking evaluates students and their families are in reference to indicators such as poverty, violence, child abuse, suicide, addiction and cyber space. So far, 8,500 family education instructors and 25,000 parents have participated in this course. In the framework of this program, children are given the necessary training regarding the prevention of violence against themselves, and, children portraying signs of problems of violence according to the NAMAD screening, receive psychological services and counseling;
87- Formation of the "National Committee for the Prevention of Violence" (NCPV) in 2014 with the aim of identifying, coordinating and synergizing effective governmental and non-governmental institutions and organizations and experts and professors in the field of violence prevention. In the framework of the operation of NCPV, specialized working groups were formed in various organizations, and numerous meetings involving thousands of hours of expert and technical work were held by these working groups in the presence of representatives of industrial organizations, scholars and specialists in various fields;
88- Implementation of "23 skills program": This counseling and psychological training package on child abuse has been implemented in the framework of the NAMAD program. Likewise, the growth-oriented prevention training course for teachers and executive staff of schools were implemented in the framework of the NAMAD program under the umbrella of promotive skills;
· The SWO has taken the following steps:
89- In evaluating and clarifying the best interests’ of the child, children are interviewed with a view to identifying their needs, priorities, rare situations, and protective risks. In the social emergency program, after thorough examination of the situation of the child and the family, decisions are taken and carried out accordingly through judicial coordination and after taking into account the best interests of the child.
90- The social emergency program is a mix of: a) interventions in individual, family and social crises, b) the social emergency hotline services (123), c) social emergency mobile team services and d) the social service centers in less developed areas. The essential feature of this program is the provision of social services that are specialized, timely and accessible. In 2018, 36% of the total admissions and provided services in social emergency centers were related to children exposed to violence and harm;
91- The 123 hotline, operating 24/7 free services, receives reports related to violence against children. These children will be transferred to related centers for social and psychological support in the event that they diagnosed by teams of specialists and upon the issuance of a judicial order. Social emergency centers, on receiving a report or other form of information about the occurrence of violence or abuse against children, evaluate all the environmental, physical, behavioral, verbal and communicational evidence of that incident of child abuse and take account of risk factors in order to ensure the safety of the child and prevent the aggravation of the harm while alleviating the injuries. Social emergency centers will carry out the necessary psychological steps along with offering social and legal work or will refer the case as soon as possible and free of charge.
92-  Design and implementation of a protocol relating to the method of specialist interventions against violence affecting children, as well as the recording of relevant statistics in statistical forms and design of a statistical system.
93-  Referral of domestic violence perpetrators to judicial authorities through the follow-up of social workers;
94- Concentration on the prevention of violence against girls in support and training centers for child and family. 
95- Provision of social security funds and the required services for children of qualified families in need (such as mother-headed families, self-directed girls and girls who are heads of households, families with a sick member, families with multiple-birth); the non-exhaustive list of such services is included in the Social Emergency Regulations approved in 2013:
· Offering specialist counseling for in order to inform children/families/child-caretakers about sexual abuse and aggression and prevention. 
· Child and family support and training centers benefit from the participation of the media, private sector, civil society and non-governmental organizations in the field of preventing violence against children;
· Organization of training courses for public awareness and provision of guidance and training for all those who work in fields involving children, with the aim of bring about positive change in attitudes and views towards violence against children;
· Specialist training of social workers who work with abused children
· Provision of the required urgent and confidential legal assistance to children who are victims of violence in care centers;
· The continuous monitoring of the disciplinary rules of child care centers;
· Provision of self-care training to eradicate corporal punishment and other forms of violence against children;
· Organization of training courses for the  relevant families with the aim of continuously promoting non-violent relationships 
· The training of parents, child caretakers and those working in the field of child about avoiding resort to violence;
Statistics on the admission and provision of services in the field of special protection for children facing of violence and abuse
	Social Services Center
	Mobile Social Emergency Service 
	Social Hotline Service
	Intervention Center for Individual/Family/Social Crisis
	
	year

	315
	10101
	13766
	2758
	
	1395

	455
	13827
	19858
	3468
	
	1396

	562
	21329
	26651
	6744
	
	1397

	849
	19337
	31680
	8021
	
	1398

	887
	19424
	40325
	8399
	
	1399





96- The VPWFA has taken the following steps:
97- [bookmark: _Hlk118768956]The VPWFA prepared and approved the bill for preserving the dignity and protection of women against violence. In addition to defining violence, the bill has criminalized instances of violence against women (including girl children), defined special criminal proceedings to deal with these cases, and provided for filing complaints and compensating the victims. The bill has defined specialized duties for the governing bodies, with the aim of preventing the occurrence of violence, and has set up an institution for the monitoring of the proper implementation of these duties;
98- Police Force (NAJA) has implemented the following measures:

99- As soon as it becomes known that an incidence of child abuse exists, a court case is filed and the case is communicated to the social emergency center. Simultaneously, in order to prevent and deal with crimes in the field of child abuse, through carrying out specialized law enforcement measures at the earliest, the perpetrators are identified and the accused persons are referred to the judicial authorities. This is provided is for in the “explanatory instructions for observing the legal rights and citizenship of the accused”, taking the form of differentiating between the accused who with respect to the age of 18. In the inspections carried out in police stations and specialized police detention centers, separate detention facilities have been created with the aim of protecting and preventing such crimes. The situation in these facilities is continuously evaluated and follow-ups to deficiencies are carried out. 
100- Printing, publication and national distribution of the five-volume collection of stories of "Police Befriending Children" in 5000 copies with the aim of educating the public regarding preventive social skills. The fourth volume of the mentioned collection is dedicated to the issue of violence and parental mistreatment of children and the role of the police in establishing calm;
101- Offering classes and training workshops with the cooperation of SWO on behavioral imrovement, anger management and aggression aversion for employees on a seasonal basis;
102-  Executing the cultural and community-oriented program, which adopts the approach of preventing child vulnerability via utilizing the capacity of the national media and social networks;
103-  The continuous participation of police station employees, especially police patrols and judicial service employees, in pre-service training and in-service courses in the form of standard-making behavior improving courses on the subject of dealing and communicating with children, women, etc., and learning to respect their rights whether they are offenders, victims, witnesses or informants of crimes.
104- Offering virtual training to 603225 individuals of which more than 50% were children. 
105- Presenting families 6694 cultural and artistic initiatives in training centers, localities and work environments, of which more than 50% have been organized in training centers and schools.
106- Based on the document adopted by the working group for determining criminal cyberspace cases, the cyberspace will be filtered for content containing crimes against children. The Iranian Cyber ​​Police has launched an emergency hotline and an online communication webpage for reporting crimes against children. Additionally, a national criminal reporting system is being designed by the prosecutor's office. The Ministry of Education has launched a special messenger called "SHAD" for the virtual education of children during school COVID-19 shutdown period for the reason. The cyberspace police closely monitors criminal cases in the SHAD cyber environment. 

107- [bookmark: _Hlk118788661]The Center for Intellectual Development of Children and Young Adults (CIDCA) has implemented the following measures:

108- Organization of training courses and specialized meetings for the audience of parents and other supervisors. Such meetings included book therapy sessions, as well as promotion of sessions focused on developed positive psychological skills in children, including such themes as the child self-empowerment via teaching economic literacy skills, encouragement of participation in psychologically and educationally effective games and toys, encouraging parenting with storytelling media, enhancing child interest protection and sustainable development awareness.
109- Organization of the positive skills training program entitled "Happy Sensation of Life" for children aged 12 to 17 in order to improve the quality of a range of skills in this group. Such skills included anger and emotional intelligence management, spirituality, self-confidence, happiness, optimism, hope as well as the strengthening positive relationships at this age. 
110- For the past 22 years, the CIDCA has hosted the International Storytelling Festival while endeavoring to advance in various fields including child interests protection promotion as well as the cultivation of reversion to aggression through the production and performance of various child-centered stories 
111- The IBO has broadcasted appropriate media content nationally through the Nahal, Pooya, and Omid TV channels differentiating among the audience by age. Likewise, some social private media such as Aparat and Filimo have launched specialized applications for children;
112- Responding to Paragraph 58 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 (regarding raising the minimum age of sexual consent), it should be noted that this recommendation is contradictory to the national laws of the Islamic Republic of Iran, and thereby, is contradictory to Iran’s reservation to the Convention.

[bookmark: _Toc119413288]2-8- Family environment and alternative care (Articles 5, 9-11, paragraph 18, paragraph 1, 2, 20, 21, 25, and paragraph 4)

[bookmark: _Toc119413289]2-8-1- Prohibition on the separation of the child from the family, except when due consideration is regarded to the interests of the child (Art. 9 CRC) 
· Legal Measures:
113- In Iran, the overarching principle is the "coherence of family relations" and "keeping the child in the family". Therefore, unless the family environment is traumatic for the child. under all contrivances and measures to protect the child accord priority to avoiding the excommunication and estrangement of the family (CAPA, Article 46). 
114- The “general policies of the family” (2015) clarifies that "the family is at the heart of of all laws and regulations, programs, executive policies and all educational, cultural, social and economic systems" (paragraph 2).
115- Parents have joint responsibility in raising their children (CC, Article 1104). Taking care of the child is the right and duty of the parents (CC, Article 1168)
116- Neither one of the parents have the right to refuse to take care of the child during the time that the have the supervision of the child (CC, Article 1172). If one of parents refuses, the court will order the custody of the child to each one bearing the legal responsibly as a supervisor. If the order is impossible to carry out or ineffective, the court intervene in the matter of supervision.
117- In the event of the separation of parents, each parent has the right to pay visits to the child (CAPA, Article 41). They determine the manner and order of visitations by mutual agreement. In the event of a disagreement between the parents in this regard, the court will determine the manner and time of the meeting. Likewise, in the event that the visitation agreement between the parents is contrary to the interests of the child, the court will determine the arrangement of the meeting. It is deemed a crime if the person in charge of the custody of the child prevents the child from meeting with persons entitled to visit the child (CAPA, Article 54).
118- Cases such as continuous violence by parents or legal guardians or other family members towards each other and rejection by the family exemplify instances in which the child is deemed to be "at risk", in which case, competent authorities, including the prosecutor, can take the necessary intervening measures to protect the child (CAPA, Article 3).
119- CAPA criminalizes any form of parental inattention in respect of the child, which causes the child to sustain bodily injury and mind harm to any degree (Article 9). Parental/legal guardian subjection of the child to (non) contact sextual harassment, sexual exploitation, child pornography, child trafficking and the sale of child’s body parts is deemed criminal (Article 10-13). Acting in the best interest of the child, and next to sentencing the parents or legal guardians of the child, the court can refer the child to governmental and non-governmental supportive organizations and institutions, or restricts the rights related to visitation, custody and other forms of guardianship, or temporarily transfers the child to SWO (CAPA, Article 42).
120- In the event that regarding due consideration to the best interests of a victimized child, who is deemed to be at risk, requires making a decision regarding:
· supervision and guardianship of the child, 
· child visitation rights, 
· removal of a forced guardian, 
· referral to a substitute family or welfare center or other social, educational, therapeutic or rehabilitation institutions 
· and taking care of in a safe place or temporarily entrusting to a person trusted by the court, 
· the prosecutor will send a report to the court about the child's condition and the necessary measures (CAPA, Article 36).

· Practical Measures:

· The SWO has taken the following measures:
121- Cultivation of awareness and self-care in families about the consequences of separation of parents, domestic violence and other harmful parental behaviors imposed on the child;
122- Organization of training and prevention about the consequences of lack of diligence or care of parents, other family members or caretakers of the child in respect of the needs of the child, especially in support and training centers for children and families under coverage;
123- Organization of parental training on parenting approaches to violent prevention/reduction for families in affected neighborhoods in centers as well as offering a parenting course to families under coverage.  
124- Implementation of the “Mother and Child Support Initiative” at provincial level (first stage, pregnant mothers, 2020). The target population stands at 1% of the total annual births. 
125- Raising public awareness about parenting in volunteer provinces and in various forums, including counseling centers as well as education and training. 
126- Organization of training course for families under coverage and raising awareness among them about attaching significance to the views of the child in family decision making. 
127- Provision of financing for the basic living expenses of 250000 families under coverage based on the size of the family (1, 2, 3, 4 or 5 persons and more). The financial provision was in the range 1080000-5160000 Rials. This provision had pursued the goals of family empowerment and prevention of economic violence. 
128- Raising of awareness among the families under coverage about responsible parenting and supporting the parents in fulfilling their responsibilities. 
129- Organization of targeted training for parents for the purpose of informing them of their responsibilities with regards to educating children under 8 as well as in regard of respecting the dignity of the child and creating opportunities for shared understanding and confidence-building. 
130- Tender of an invitation to children to participate in sharing their views during all organized sessions. 
131- Provision of support packages to working mothers of families in need, including breastfeeding, child care and maternity leave. 
132- In accordance with judicial discernment and the type of investigation, judges, while giving due consideration to the best interests of the child and while soliciting the views of the child, will take a final decision. In a number of cases, with the aim of reducing the impact of the harm of family litigation on children, judges recommend child visitations in places called Mehr Houses, which are supervised by the Social Deputy. 
133- Creation of “family counseling centers” and furthering their qualitative development in the vicinity of family courts with the aim of implementing Article 16 of the FPA. Among the features of this undertaking are the creation of specialized centers for initial screening and evaluation, which utilize the capacity of partner organizations and private sector counseling centers in order to focus on the main causes of divorce. 
134- Formation of “Judicial Assistance Units on Protection of Family, Children and Adolescence” in all provincial judiciaries and city courthouses. 
· VPWFA has taken the following steps: 
135- Compilation and implementation of the “Intergenerational Family Dialogue Initiative”, the “Enhancing Family Members Resilience Initiative”, and the “Healthy Family Initiative” with the aim of further integration of family relations and harm prevention;
136- Compilation of “Result-Oriented Province Development Documents” with a focus on the pathology of family and child issues in all provinces and curing those issues appropriately. 
137- Compilation of "family indices" with the aim of strengthening the secure family.
· CIDCA has taken the following steps:

138- CIDCA has organized multiple sessions  (namely, “decline of childhood” and “criticism of contemporary parenting in Iran”) for child care takers including families, kindergarten and school teachers, students and colleagues with a view to enhancing parental awareness of their responsibilities in regard to educating children under eight and to encourage them to adopt parenting methods. 

[bookmark: _Toc119413290]2-8-2 Supporting Parents in the Parenting Process (Article 18)
· Legal Measures: 
139- The “General Guidelines on Family” (2016) embarks on the responsibility of parents with regard to parenting and clarifies the issue of the requisite support of the government for parents as the policy of the Iranian system (paragraph 12). 
140- The “Sixth Development Plan Act”,  emphasizes the necessity of supporting parents in raising children (Article 102, Clause C).
141- The “national roadmap on comprehensive growth and development of early childhood” (2013), approved by the Ministry of Health, Treatment and Medical Education, has determined the executive policies of this ministry along the road of realizing children's rights in the early years of life;
142- [bookmark: _Hlk118896333]The Act Amending the Population and Family Management Act (Act Amending PFMA, 2013) has increased the maternity leave period of working women in government and non-government sectors to a total of nine months.
143- [bookmark: _Hlk118896547]The “Working Hour Reduction of Working Women with Special Conditions Act”, (Working Hour Reduction Act, WHRA, 2016), has reduced the working hours of working women from 44 hours per week to 36 hours so that they can take care of their under 6 or disabled child.
· Practical Measures:
· The SWO has taken the following steps:
144- Design and implementation of the "Development and Equipping of Rural Schools Initiative". As a result, more than seven thousand rural daycare centers were created, which has led to the quantitative development of rural daycare centers, an increase in the coverage area of daycare services in villages and improving children's access to daycare services. The last implementation phase of the initiative was in 2016, which witnessed the creation of 1000 daycare centers through a credit funding amounting to 20 billion Rials;
145- Implementation of the initiative named "one cooked meal for children aged 3 to 6 years in rural nurseries and kindergartens on the outskirts of the city" with the aim of improving the nutritional status of children aged 3-6 years in needy families in rural and underprivileged areas of the outskirts of the city. Last year, approximately 180,000 children benefited from this plan through credit funding amounting to 690 billion Rials.
146- Implementation of the initiative on "financing a section of low-income family’s child daycare tuition" with the aim of helping to establish social justice through the redistribution of resources and through extending the coverage of developmental program as well as via effectuating unified child development across the country. In 2018, credit funding amounting to 130 billion Rials was allocated to 32,500 children in order for them to enjoy such child daycare services;
147- Implementation of the initiative on "Aiding the creation and expansion of child daycare in deprived and traumatized areas as well as informal places of domicile” with the aim of establishing social justice through the development of programs for the integrated growth and development of children and increasing the level of access to child daycare services, eliminating educational and cultural deprivation, advancing social development and cultural development of deprived and traumatized areas and informal domiciles, improving the abilities of children in those areas, providing and expanding equal opportunities for children in the mentioned areas so that they may benefit from child daycare services and preventing social harm. The last stage of project implementation was in 2016 with the establishment of 300 centers and a credit funding amounting to 24 billion Rials.

[bookmark: _Toc119413291]2-8-3 Alternative forms of care for unsupervised children

· Legal Measures
148- The PUISCA has stipulated all matters related to unsupervised children. In particular, it has determined their rights, the protective-supervisory tasks of the government and the guardian's responsibilities. This includes the manner of applying for guardianship, the  requisite qualities of the guardianship applicant, supervisory measures on the proper implementation of guardianship, the guardian's duties in maintaining and providing for the child's living expenses, the financial rights of the adopted child, the need to name the child in the guardian's death pension, the guardian's benefit from the right to the adopted child, maternity leave for child under 3, and cases of termination of the guardianship order. The guardianship applicant must undertake to cover all expenses related to the maintenance and education of the adopted child (PUISCA, Article 15). The guardianship does not cease to operate after the death of the guardian and until the appointment of a new guardian. Therefore, the guardian is obliged to take out life insurance. PUISCA clarifies that the guardian's duties towards the child in terms of caretaking, parenting and alimony are the same as the parents' duties towards their child (Article 17). The adopted child has the right to have a new birth certificate with the names of his guardian parents stated in that official document (Article 22).
149- If taking into account the interest of a child victim, who is at risk, requires a change in the guardianship or temporarily entrustment of the child to a substitute family or a welfare center, the prosecutor will take action on the matter (CAPA, Article 36). Subsequently, if the court determines that the best interest of the child requires that the rights related to the guardianship of the child be limited or determines that the child should be temporarily entrusted to the SWO or related centers, it will make an appropriate decision in this regard (CAPA, Article 42). Finally, based on Article 22, in the event that the person who committed child trafficking, trade of child's organs, trade in child, or sexually abuse of the child is the legal guardian of the child, his punishment will be aggravated since this individual has abused his position as a guardian towards the child;

· Practical Measures:

· The SWO has provided the following services:
150- Provision of care to orphaned children in care centers. According to the age group, these children are cared for in nurseries (from birth to 3 years old), young children's homes (3-6 years old), children and adolescences’ homes (6-12 and 13-18 years old) and Tarak homes (i.e., centers of psychological social empowerment of children). The services they need are provided by a specialized team consisting of psychologists, education professionals and social workers. Currently, 10,000 children live in such care centers. 
151-  Care and maintenance of children in foster and biological families. Assistance allowances are paid and the quality of care is supervised for in foster and biological families that accept referred children through the defined process of SWO. Currently, about 17,000 children are under such guardianship.
152- Assigning guardianship of unsupervised and improperly supervised children to the families applying for guardianship with the cooperation of judges and forensic medicine doctors among others. About 2,000 children are placed in foster care every year.
153- Payment of allowances to 17,000 children under guardianship in foster and biological families.
154- Provision of social support services to all needy families regardless of religion.
155- Providing appropriate tools such as tablets for children in substitute families in order to help them benefit from remote and virtual education, paying a part of the child daycare tuition for the children of such families and payment of monthly aid;
156- Provision of specialized social-psychological services in the framework of the “social emergency program”.
157- Admission of children, where necessary, to care centers for unsupervised children. 
158- Using the capacity of the non-governmental sector in the form of social work and positive life clinics to develop a care plan for children in substitute families;
159- Since 2018, compilation of instructions for granting activity licenses and executive guidelines for relevant drug abuse prevention, reduction and treatment centers, which were created in three cities of Zahedan, Tehran, and Sari. Close to 300 homeless and abused children with substance use disorders currently benefit from its residential and support services. 
160- The continued existence of 31 centers and institutions in all provinces for the care of unsupervised children, who are deprived of the institution of family and who are victims of violence as well as the continued operation of 63 centers providing daily support and training services.
161- Provision of support services to street children deprived of their family environment in boarding centers and keeping this group of children in “centers for organizing working and street children”.
162- Provision of a comprehensive support program to ensure physical and mental health of the child and provision of support to unaccompanied children against domestic violence or abuse and ensuring access to skills, educational and professional opportunities;
163- The judiciary has determined that one of the strategies of the judicial reform document to be the "development of support capacities for unsupervised and improperly supervised children and adolescents". This strategy may be implemented in the following manners:
a. Facilitation of the passing of guardianship of unsupervised children to suitable substitute families through contrivances such as strengthening the role of social workers for the purpose of determining the suitability of the guardianship case and speeding up the guardian qualification process.
b. Diversification of guardianship methods such as 
· the improvement of the capacity of temporary trustees, temporary/consensual guardianships, 
· the provision for the possibility of keeping unsupervised and improperly supervised children in custody centers until employment or marriage, and 
· making appropriate decisions about the custody or passing of the guardianship to substitute family with regard  to children at risk, before the head of the family is arrested or imprisoned.
164- A complementary strategy is "making the act of child rejection more consequential". This strategy can be realized through directly collecting the cost of providing care for the child under guardianship from their parents or through appropriation of their property as well as differentiating and setting a part of the subsidy accruing to the account of children under the guardianship of other persons.
165- Responding to paragraph 63, CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, it is noted that Article 26 enshrines the principle of prohibition of marriage between a guardian and an adopted child. An exception exists where the competent court, after obtaining the advisory opinion of the SWO, determines that this is in the interest of the adopted child. However, in practice no such decision has ever been issued.
166- As the claim presented in the rest of paragraph 63 lacks any objective evidence and documentation, it is advisable for the Committee to avoid including such claims in the observing conclusions of national periodic reports.
167- Responding to paragraph 66 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, it is noted that in accordance with article 158 of the newly issued "Implementing Regulations of Organization of Prisons " (2021), female convicts can keep their infant/child in the with themselves in the institution for a period of up to 6 years. This means an extension of the period amounting to a total of 4 years next to the prior two-year improvement period.
168- The “Implementing Regulation of the Organization of Prisons” specifies the requirement of providing for a special diet for pregnant and lactating mothers (Article 158).
169- Additionally, the Organization of Priosns is obliged to provide sanitary facilities for female prisoners as well as proper nutrition for mothers and children accompanying them
173- The possibility of creating a child daycare center in the institution is stipulated as follows (Note to Article 158, Implementing Regulation of Organization of Prisons):
“Note to Article 158- The head of the institution, in cooperation with the competent organizations, provides for the creation of a child daycare center in the institution in order for children aged 2 to 6 to be able to receive appropriate education albeit with the consent of the mother or if deemed necessary for the child's benefit and subject to paragraph "A"”.
170- In accordance with the newly issued Implementing Regulations and with due consideration being given to human rights standards, disciplinary punishments and restrictions should not cause the interruption or limitation of health services, treatment and psychological counseling. Likewise, punishments and restrictions should leave unaffected the option of reading books, taking fresh air or bathing. It is forbidden to keep pregnant women and women with children separately in the institution.
[bookmark: _Toc119413292]2-9 Support for disabled children, child health and child well-being (Articles 6, 18, paragraph 3, 23, 24, 26, 27, paragraphs 1 to 3 of Article 33)
· Legal Measures
171- Iranian laws and regulations pay close attention to the special situation of children with disabilities and provide for contrivances toward supporting such children and making a level playing for them in terms of access to opportunities. 
172- The “Protection of the Rights of the Disabled Act” (2018) sets out the duties of government agencies toward fulfilling the rights of the disabled. The themes of the Act are: adaptation, accessibility, mobility and exercise, as well as provision of services related to health, treatment and rehabilitation, sports, culture, arts, education, entrepreneurship, employment, subsistence and administrative and employment support;
173- The perpetration of acts criminalized in this legislation against children with mental and physical disability will be an aggravating factor in the sentencing of the criminal (CAPA, Article 22(b)). 

· Practical Measures: 
[bookmark: 206ipza][bookmark: 3l18frh]Responding to part (c) of paragraph 68 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, it is noteworthy that 
· the SWO has taken the following steps:
174- Provision of access to all children with disabilities, who under SWO coverage, to support and care services. Rehabilitation services, including the services of rehabilitation centers as well as rehabilitation equipment, artificial organs, cochlear implant prosthesis, and health equipment, are among the commodities offered to children whose families have referred to the SWO branch in the vicinity of their area of residence for the purpose of receiving such services. After referral, effective services are provided to disabled children through the CBR plan and free of any discrimination;
175- Allocation of pension and nursing allowance to the child and his or her caregiver;
176- Making it possible for nearly one hundred percent of children with disabilities in rural areas to benefit from free health services;
177- Provision of free health services through free health insurance for children with disabilities living in rehabilitation boarding centers.
178- Operation of rehabilitation and daycare services in boarding centers, creating small homes for the mentally disabled and provision of rehabilitation and care services at home;
179- Implementation of the initiative on "analyzing the situation of children with disabilities” (2018-2020).
180- Compilation of the "National Remote Rehabilitation Plan" and effectuating its implementation for 44,595 people during the COVID-19 pandemic period. 
181- Implementation of the "National Disability Preventive Awareness Program for Students" for raising awareness among the target group being comprised of all students with disabilities, or  musculoskeletal, hearing, vision and genetics problems. The program raises awareness about traffic and non-traffic accidents for students in urban/rural/nomadic/hard-to-reach/remote and other areas. The pilot program for students has been operational since 2015. Nevertheless, the implementation history of this public program dates back to 1996.
182- Implementation of the initiative on "home care by caregivers for people with disabilities” as well as the initiative on strengthening the “family care program for children with disabilities” with the aim of preventing the separation of the child from the family;
183- Creation of small homes for individuals with moderate and severe mental disabilities and the training of family members of very severely disabled with regard to prevention of bedsores, dry joints, shortness of muscles and deformation of organs;
184- Organization of briefing sessions to raise awareness among parents about the principles of behavior and care for children with disabilities in the family. 
185- Organization of training sessions for the disable child care center team members on issues of social work and psychology. 
186- Provision of all forms of rehabilitation services to the children living in the disabled child centers. 
187- Raising of awareness among disabled children’s families, by a team of experts, about their responsibilities and duties toward their children, in more than 1300 disabled child rehabilitation training centers. In this framework, one family member is trained by the center’s trainers. 
Responding to part (d) and ((b)) of paragraph 68 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, 
· the SWO has taken the following steps:
188-  The training of the private sector regarding disabled child rehabilitation, which also serves a as a guarantee of the center ceasing to operate in the event of non-compliance with the requisite quality of services.
189- The benefits of the aforementioned centers accrue to the children with disabilities who are referred to non-governmental training rehabilitation centers in the form of subsidies to a total of 44595 individuals.
190- 753 thousand tomans per month accrue to the benefit of children with disabilities who receive rehabilitation training services from non-governmental centers. The total credit figure in 2021 stood at approximately 350 billion tomans, where 20 billion tomans were spent on the empowerment of this group of children.
191- Provision of nutritious snacks to children with disabilities (44,595 individuals) from rehabilitation training centers during the provision of in person services.
192- Provision of children with disabilities aged over 15 with vocational training in 387 vocational training centers
193- Creation of more than 1300 rehabilitation training centers for children with disabilities country-wide and provision of a service package to these children by a team of specialists. The family of children with disabilities also received the requisite training that corresponds to the needs of the children and families. The programs of these centers are compiled in IEP forms.  This initiative is compiled with the participation of professionals and parents and is executed with the help of the parents;
194- Provision of educational services to children with disabilities under the age of 14 in mental centers and small homes as well as implementation of the "Social Integration Program for the Disabled" through awareness raising initiatives.
195- Provision of all activities and professional services of education, care and rehabilitation institutions for children with disabilities in accordance with the  relevant instructions and under the supervision of the Deputy for Rehabilitation Affairs of SWO. Provision of services to children with disabilities in SWO in accordance with the guidelines as well as the executive guidelines and evaluation checklist. In all related instructions and guidelines, the best interests of the target group have been given due consideration and necessary training is provided to the institution. 
196- Provision of training to children on self-care
197- Design of a family education model that based on the utilization of educational booklets and videos;
198- The raising public awareness about the content of the Convention that is regarding children with disabilities as well as about the corresponding laws and regulations. This undertaking serves the purpose of changing negative attitudes towards children with disabilities. Such raising of public awareness includes education through the production of short films, posters and brochures as well as through organizing exhibitions for general advertising. The usefulness of this undertaking for people with disabilities has been a major consideration. The distribution of educational brochures about the rights of children with disabilities is carried out with the aim of educating people who work with children with disabilities;
199- The unequivocal voicing of the prohibition of all forms of mistreatment of children with disabilities who are under care in rehabilitation centers and the realization of legal prosecution of persons guilty of mistreating children with disabilities;
200- Provision of training related to the rights of children with disabilities to caregivers and employees of care centers as well as instruction of self-care skills to children with disabilities 
201- Continuous monitoring of the performance of center staff in their interactions with children with disabilities at the executive, provincial and headquarters level as well as execution of training programs for interacting with children with disabilities in the process of providing care and rehabilitation services;
· The Special Education Organization (SEO) has taken the following steps:
202- Provision of free educational, coaching, rehabilitation, counseling and physical education services to children and students of special needs schools;
203- Formation of Steering Council in SEO with the aim of implementing and developing accommodative education;
204- Organization and the conducting of training courses in the provinces for the staff of the SEO as well as the principal, deputies, and the instructor of the host school amounting to 3 million hours;
205- Organization of free entrance-exam preparation classes for special needs students, provision of services and facilities during the entrance exam, adaptation of the entrance exam questions through using braille for the blind and through offering an assistance for students who are unable to use their hands, allocation of extra time to the exam, and conduct of tests on the floor for students who have mobility problems and use wheelchairs;
206- Creation of special education and preschool centers for children with special needs.
207- Participation of 23,000 instructors in different fields in special schools;
208- Provision of vocational training to students with disabilities in the country;
209- Organization of the first stage of the course on training instructors in three levels and training 51 national instructors during two stages. The compilation of accommodative educational packages in three chapters. 
210-  Preparation and publication of pamphlets on adapting schools and educational spaces for autistic children and sending the products to the provinces as the implementation of the "Participatory Rehabilitation Movement Initiative". 
211- Adaptation of 32 schools for accommodated students in the country, including the creation of ramps and installation of elevators in schools for easy movement of special needs students;
Adaptation Measures for Children with Disabilities 
	Total
	Adaptation
	Publication
	Group of students with special needs

	86
	44
	42
	Hearing impairment

	321
	321
	-
	Visual impairment

	53
	53
	-
	Physically disabled

	127
	46
	81
	Mentally handicapped

	14
	6
	8
	Autism Range

	73
	27
	46
	Middle school

	183
	119
	64
	High school

	857
	616
	241
	Total
















212- Empowerment of parents, families and legal guardians of children with disabilities and people who interact with children with disabilities in some way,

213- Implementation of the adaptation program focused on empowering the parents (the detailed activities are included in the annexes to the report):
In-person and distance family training sessions for parents of students with special needs
	Person Hour
	Number of hours of every session
	Number of Participants
	Number of Workshops
	Number of Provinces
	Activity

	22960
	40
	574
	16
	Parental Training 
(sign language)
	22960

	74200
	40
	1855
	32
	Executive Institutions (sign language)
	74200

	23200
	40
	580
	25
	Parental Training (Braille)
	23200



· Raising of awareness about the rights of children with disabilities.
· Empowerment of children with disabilities.
· The laying the groundwork for realizing the right to play for children with disabilities.
· Adaptation of cyberspace and distant/virtual learning in the during the COVID19 pandemic period.
· Adaptation of equipment for students with disabilities while paying close attention to their type of disability;
· Adaptation of space and equipment as well as effectuating the development of special needs schools and centers;
· Implementation of accomodative trainings;
· Provision of funds for special needs schools transportation services that are appropriate for the students with special needs.

· The CIDCA has implemented the following measures:

214- The taking advantage of special days such as the International Day of Disabled Persons to bring to the attention of the public, especially parents and caregivers, the rights of this group of children and their responsibilities towards them, and the compilation a national code of conduct for the activities of this day.

3- [bookmark: _Toc119413293]Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
3-1- [bookmark: _Toc119413294]The right to enjoy the highest standard of health and welfare (Article 24) and social security (Convention, Article 26)

· Legal measures:
215- The general health policies (2014) have determined the general guidelines for realizing the right to health of citizens. The 2025 Vision Document (2003) stipulates the provision of health and welfare without discrimination for all citizens of Iran.
216- The Act of 6th Economical, Social, and Cultural Development Plan (2016) places emphasis on the mandatory status of health insurance coverage for all members of the country's population (Article 70(a)). 
217- [bookmark: _Hlk118957123]The “National Budget Act for 2021”  (2020) stipulates that customs duties and commercial profits from the import of cosmetics ought to be spent for the purchase of the following:
· artificial organs (prosthesis) for cochlear implantation, 
· the treatment and medicinal costs of rare diseases including
· autism, 
· corner, 
· celiac, 
· epidermolysis bullosa (EB), 
· cystic fibrosis, 
· sickle cell anemia (Cycle Cell Anemia, Cyclic Cell Thalassemia) 
· kidney disease (dialysis) 
· congenital immunodeficiency disease in antibody production and
· disease congenital spinal muscular atrophy (SMA).

· Practical Measures:
· The NBCRC has taken the following steps toward the realization of child health:
218- Organization of specialized conferences, appropriate for each province, on the basis of identification of and analysis of statistics relating to social challenges and harms affecting children in different provinces. 
219- The further preparation of programs based on the identified harms and relevant statistics.
220- Preparation of a specialized webinar on "Prenatal Screening" in cooperation with the “Deputy for Human Rights and International Affairs of the Ministry of Justice” and thereby examining the various dimensions and importance of prenatal screening for the health of mother and child.
221- The NBCRC Monitoring and Evaluation Working Group visited a number of areas (Shahreray Irani House, Alimun Castle and Abbas Abad brick kilns to investigate the subsistence and health status of children in these areas.
· The Ministry of Health has taken the following measures toward the realization of child’s right to health:
222- Implementation of the "Nutritional support program for children under 5 as well as pregnant and lactating mothers suffering from malnutrition in households in need". In 2020, with the implementation of this program, 13,074 children under 5 as well as 8,307 pregnant and lactating mothers next to 157,797 needy households received food baskets.
223- Implementation of the "nutritional support program for malnourished children under 5 in households in needs". In this framework, through the 4030 hotline, nutrition counseling is provided for mothers and food vouchers are provided to malnourished children in families in need;
224- “Subsistence assistance program for malnourished children under 5 households in need in eight food insecure provinces" (since March 2020). This program is implemented in 8 food insecure provinces (Busher, Sistan and Baluchistan, Hormozgan, Kerman, South Khorasan, Khuzestan, Ilam, Kohgiluyeh and Boyar Ahmad). Accordingly, 36742 children were covered by this program. In this program, for the first four months of 2020, the cash amounting to a total of 12 to 18 million tomans was deposited to accounts of heads of households in needs. The total budget in respect of the latter part of the program is a total of 62 billion tomans. 
225- Implementation of "Supplementation program with a megadose of vitamin A for children aged 2 to 5 in the six food insecure provinces of Bushehr, Sistan and Baluchistan, Hormozgan, Kerman, South Khorasan and Khuzestan";
226- Nutritional support for pregnant and lactating mothers in families in need. Since 2020, this program has been implemented and 45,000 pregnant and lactating mothers have been placed under coverage;
227- [bookmark: _Hlk119050544]The Ministry of Health has compiled "Draft Guidelines for Occupational Health and Medical Care" for the purpose of official recognition of the right to the health of adolescents in the workplace. The purpose of this document is to adapt the working conditions of teenagers to work place standards. (See also CAPA, Article 6(c); the Act Creating the Ministry of Health, Article 1(b);  Radiation Protection Act, Article 10(1989) and Labor Act, Article 85 (2011)). 
228- Implementation of the "Life Skills Training Program" starting in 2002 for all urban and rural areas for free of charge. Through the organization of educational workshops, one to one sessions and educational messages approximately 2 million children and adults benefited from this program on a yearly basis. 
229- Implementation of the "Parenting Skills Training Program for Teenage Parents" in all urban and rural areas;
230- Implementation of the "National Mental Health Assessment Program" once every 4 to 5 years;
231- Implementation of the pilot program of "Guidelines for treatment of children in the health and medical treatment sector" in three provinces as a model for communication with children in health and medical treatment centers;
232- Creating a "comprehensive statistical sub-system for collecting information in the field of domestic violence, prevention, screening and intervention with regards to child abuse" in the electronic health service registration system (SIB);
233- Implementation of the "parenting skills training program for parents of children aged 2 to 12 and 12 to 18" in all urban and rural areas of the country. Approximately, 2 million parents benefit from this program every year;
234- Continuous implementation of the "Violence against children prevention program" for the employees of institutions and organizations whose work relates to child abuse prevention and control program;
235- Compilation of the "Prevention, screening and intervention program for child neglect" which is currently in the stage of integration into the primary health care system;
236- Implementation of the "national program for the support and rehabilitation of child victims of violence" and organization of intervention sessions with parents in the field of family empowerment;
237- The carrying out of preventive interventions at both parent and child levels with the aim of supporting children who are victims of violence;
238- Implementation of the "mental health screening program for children over 15 and married children under 15 " on an individual basis and without the presence of their guardians;
239- Implementation of the "national suicide prevention program" that included the identification of suicidal thoughts, suicide risk assessment and treatment and referral of children in need of specialized services. 
240- Creation of an "electronic health services registration system" to register information related to the health field;
241- Providing mental health, social and addiction screening services and mental health self-care training by health ambassadors and providing specialized life skills services for the screened population covered by 60% of the country's health-treatment centers and 100% of health homes, health centers and health service centers;
· The Welfare Organization has taken the following actions in the field of health:
242- All children, including disabled children, working children, children with HIV/AIDS and unaccompanied refugee children, what percentage have health services by age/gender/city/village.
243- In the field of prevention of congenital diseases and genetics, child disability, mother and infant mortality, the following has been done: implementation of the implementation of “comprehensive plan for prevention of disabilities caused by genetic disorders”, (1997) on a country-wide basis, provision of genetic counseling , screening, public awareness efforts, disease diagnosis and, if possible, treatment and prevention of the birth of a child with genetic disabilities, screening for genetic disorders in people aged 15 to 25 years since 2013, hearing screening for newborns and infants since 2014 at the national level (630 hearing screening units in the country are engaged in providing hearing screening services for babies and infants) and by the end of 2019, 1,091,900 babies and infants had gone through hearing screening tests throughout the country. Moreover, since the beginning of the program to the end of 2019, about 32,000 children with hearing disorders have been identified for medical intervention and have been rehabilitated; Also, the hearing screening program for ages 3 to 5 is being implemented as a pilot program;
244- A national program of amblyopia in children aged 3 to 6 years with the aim of improving vision health and preventing visual factors of children in the target group; The number of service recipients to the end of 2019 stood at 3,375,556 individuals and stood at  1,550,000 children for 2020 alone.
245- National hearing screening program for newborns and infants. By the end of 2019, 92% of living births in the country have been covered by the program.
246- Implementation of the hearing screening program for ages 3 to 5 as an extensive pilot (in progress).
247- Data on AIDS prevention has been shared with, street children, disabled children and children living in difficult conditions in the form of educational syllabus.
248- For children with HIV/AIDS or suspected of this disease, subsistence packages and educational and training aid, treatment-related services (including referral to medical centers under the supervision of the Ministry of Health, follow-up and assistance) are offered. Currently, 50 child girl and boys under 18 benefit from this service. Additionally, for families affected by HIV/AIDS, a subsistence package is provided, which covers about 4,000 families annually. For the children of latter families, there are educational, medical, and socio-cultural aids (such as for recreational activities, sports and cultural programs). 
249- Provision of nutritional and therapeutic services for children with phenylketonuria disease in line with children's health and development needs.
250- Provision of age-appropriate awareness and self-care training with due attention to the consequences of drugs, cigarettes, and alcohol use as well as risk reduction and prevention in adolescence.
251- The offering self-care and awareness trainings for covered families with the aim of providing general knowledge and information about the consequences of parents' substance abuse on infants and children.
252- Implementation of addiction prevention training programs, such as initiatives offering familiarization with addictive substances and offering life and parenting skills for parents in the form of community-based addiction prevention programs.
253- Implementation of the " family-oriented immunization program against addiction for children under 6", for parents of children in day care centers and children who do not go to day care centers (suburbs). In the first six months of 2020, 253 day care children and 19,030 parents of children under 6 were covered by this program.
254- Organization of media campaigns at provincial level for addiction prevention via utilizing various media tools for the purpose of enhancing parental knowledge and information;
255- Design and production addiction prevention clips named "Carbin" and making those clips in cyberspace with the aim of increasing knowledge and information in the field of addiction prevention;
256- Creation of centers for care after the stabilization of withdrawal symptoms, especially for unsupervised and improperly supervisedchildren who are drug users in the three provinces of Tehran, Sistan and Baluchestan and Mazandaran;
257- Provision of financial support and job creation for the families of children left out of school in 2019;
258- Distribution of subsistence package among covered families;
259- Compilation and country-wide implementation of the “remote rehabilitation program” during the COVID-19 pandemic with the cooperation of non-governmental training centers for the rehabilitation of sick children;
260- Preparation of a health entertainment package for care of children in substitute families;
261- The offering 24/7 free social emergency services in 359 centers in urban and rural areas as well as 257 social service bases in outskirts and informal domiciles. In the event of a crisis, the social emergency mobile service team will go to the specified location and offer the necessary social-psychological interventions;
262- Counseling centers under the supervision of the organization provide in-person psychological services to the general public. Due to the circumstances surrounding the COVID19 outbreak, the aforementioned services are provided virtually. A telephone consultation line (1480) provides telephone services;
263- Provision of health education services as well as rehabilitation services to 140,000 people;
264- The Ministry of Science, Research and Technology pays due attention to the issues raised in in dissertations and doctoral theses in the field of children's rights. In this respect, since 2015, 148 dissertations and doctoral theses have been completed in various areas of the field of children's rights, and this ministry has tried to direct dissertations and doctoral theses to examine the existing problems and propose solutions. A survey of the dissertations and doctoral theses in the period since 2015 until present shows that 30 dissertations and doctoral theses have been completed in a variety of related areas involving children including AIDS and children, flood and children, earthquake and children, COVID-19 and children. Additionally, 23 dissertations and doctoral theses as well as 43 scholarly articles have been published on topics such as child malnutrition, child disease, child poverty, negligence in child education and child rejection. In the period from 2011 to 2020 at least 9 conferences and seminars were held in the field of child interests. 
265- The Ministry of Energy has implemented the following measures:
266- Utilization of software and hardware tools to optimize water and energy consumption as well as consumption of clean and renewable energy in accordance with the goal of realizing the right to clean air;
267- Involvement of children in water management and energy saving through the implementation of creative activities in the cultural life of children in artistic and literary formats;
268- Development of media programs as well as the publishing of children's books and cooperation with educational institutions;
269- Other measures including pursuing and supporting the creation of renewable energy and pursuing a  location for and the consumption of new wastewater treatment methods;
270- Implementation of necessary measures to restore and balance underground water resources with the aim of preventing environmental hazards for citizens;
· The Ministry of Sports and Youth has implemented the following measures:
271- Preparation and publication of educational programs, such as animations in the field of health and quarantine during the COVID-19 pandemic period and distributing of such animations through virtual networks with the aim of familiarizing children with the COVID-19 virus and proper ways to fight to the disease;
272- Design and publication of a package of cultural content on the topic of fighting against COVID-19 (the package content included animations, cartoons, posters, stickers, audio files and educational messages) for children. 
273- Provision of psychological services in the form of telephone and online counselors with the aim of preparing families and children for coping with the negative psychological effects of the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak;
274- Provision of hygiene packages including masks, gloves and disinfectants along with face-to-face training for disadvantaged children and their families;
275- Preparation and distribution of subsistence packages to help feed children of disadvantaged families during the COVID-19 crisis period.

· NAJA has taken the following steps:

276- Provision of individual and group counseling as well as training courses in the field of combating drugs.
277-  Holding annual and national educational and informational programs for children in schools, neighborhoods and families with the aim of preventing drug-related harm. In the last four years, more than seven million and six hundred thousand people have received in-person trainings. 
278- More than 88,633 instances of in-person counseling sessions were provided to the public on the issue of drug and psychoactive abuse injuries, of which more than 45% were related to how parents and educators ought to confront injuries facing children;
[bookmark: _Toc119413295]3-2- Welfare and Social Security (Article 26)
· Legal measures

279- Paragraph 2, Article 2 of the Law on the Structure of the Comprehensive Welfare and Social Security System, approved on 21/02/2013, on the provision of support and rehabilitation services (including financial aid) to families who are unable to work or do not earn sufficient income as well as Article 4 stipulate the duty of the government to provide a minimum standard of living for families who do not earn sufficient income, with priority given to people who are unable to work due to physical and mental reasons;
280- The Sixth Development Plan Law, in Article 11, specified the increasing significant role of the insurance industry in ensuring the welfare and security of the public. Article 70, extended the right to benefit from insurance to the head of the family and all dependents. Specifically, paragraph b of Article 70 extends the right to health insurance to households belonging to rural, nomadic and other needy communities. Article 81, places emphasis on the creation of a comprehensive welfare and social security system. Paragraph 5 of Note 4 to Article 113, places emphasis on the implementation of plans to support the families of prisoners;
281- Article 15 of the law on the protection of unsupervised children and adolescents (2012) accords adopted children the right to life insurance. Similarly, Article 21, accords adopted children the right to insurance. 

· Practical Measures:

282- With the aim of supporting the enjoyment of standard living conditions and social security by children under 8, approximately, 51,500 households are now covered by the insurance of farmers, peasants and nomads. Similarly, 49,462 households are currently covered by the social security insurance of women heads of urban households.
[bookmark: _Toc119413296]3-3- Protection against road accidents (Article 27)
· Legal Measures:

283- “Regulations on the management of transportation safety and driving accidents” (2009), has been adopted with the goal of reducing road accidents and the resulting casualties. This goal is achieved through the identification of accident-prone areas by geographical location (paragraph 1, article 2) as well as provision, installation and management of speed control cameras (paragraph 5, Article 2) and modernization of the public transport fleet (paragraph 11, Article 2);
284- “Law on compulsory insurance of damages caused to third parties due to accidents caused by vehicles” (2016), aims to reduce road accidents by making the civil liability insurance of car owners mandatory. Simultaneously, the Law covers damages caused to citizens due to driving accidents;
285- The Note to Article 220 of the “Traffic Regulations” (2005), prohibits children under 12 from riding in the front seat of the vehicle and prohibits holding a child in one’s arms while driving. The “Law on with traffic violations” (2011) has further clarified violations of traffic rules.
· Practical Measures 
· Naja has implemented has taken the following steps:

286- Compilation and implementation of the "National Plan of Police Assistants" for 10 million students during the last 11 years to promote the national traffic culture and enhance obedience of national traffic rules for themselves as well as their peers and families;
287- Formulation and implementation of the "Traffic Culture Lady-Assistants Plan" in order to observe the continuous training of children about the traffic culture by their mothers;
288- Compilation of "Program for promoting traffic culture and knowledge of traffic rules among student of schools along rural roads in the country";
289- Organization of school transport services via developing guidelines, cooperating with the Ministry of Education and taking disciplinary action against drivers lacking a license.
290- Compilation and broadcasting of animation programs, real teasers, audio shows and virtual educational content centered on children in traffic safety and culture through mass media;
291- Compilation of an educational program and enhancing the traffic culture of students in the SHAD virtual network, with due attention to the lack of feasibility of in-person instruction during the COVID-19 pandemic period. 
292- Development of safety improvement programs, including marking pedestrian lines, installing traffic lights, speed bumps, slowing down the traffic and reducing the speed of vehicles in front of schools on the side of rural roads, and having continuous traffic police patrols during the school holidays of important schools;
293- Compilation of specialized guidelines for the facilitation of granting of driver's licenses to young people. In the past, one of the conditions for obtaining a driver's license was to have a document certifying the completion of military service or, in the alternative, an exemption from military service. Article 54 of the Insurance Law (1980) removed this precondition for obtaining a driver's license, thereby facilitating the obtaining a driver's license by young people. Parallel to this improvement, was the compilation of syllabus of educational resources for obtaining a driver's license based on the vulnerability of children, which paid due attention to the dangers and severe injuries to pedestrians and children in traffic accidents, through providing the necessary training and familiarizing students with the dangers on the roads, e.g., caused by sudden rush of children to roads;.
294- Preparation of educational aid items for children, with the aim of persuasion and companionship;
295- Compilation and implementation of the national plan of "Student Associations of Police Assistants";
296- The drafting a bill to amend Article 19 of the Traffic Violations Law with the aim of making the use of child seats mandatory. This bill is going through the stages of approval in the parliament. It is noteworthy that with its implementation, the death rate of children under 10 in traffic accidents decreased from 12% to 8% in 2018.
297- Creation of the requiring of use of seat belts for all passengers on all roads;
298- Determination of fines for people who do not pay attention to the stopping the vehicle command or the flag of the pedestrian student attendants for the passage of students;
299- Use the capacity of the school police to organize the affairs of students across the roads;
300- Use the capacity of student police assistants to establish safety and  to invite drivers to respect the rights of student pedestrians when crossing the street in front of schools;
301- Implementation of educational programs where the elite training officers of the road police stations of the country's provinces instruct secondary school students, who use bicycles and motorcycles for their commuting, on how to travel through the length and width of roads and advise them as to the use of helmets and not driving before obtaining the driving license of the relevant vehicle, among other matters;
302- Control and training of school transport service drivers in rural areas as well as requiring them to comply with all guidance and precautionary rules when transporting students and using the school transport service label on the relevant vehicle body;
303- Application of the law prohibiting "disobeying the stopping the vehicle command of the flag raised by attendants of pedestrian students or the school police” in a total of 61776 cases of violation
304- Application of  the law prohibiting the "holding children while driving" in a total of 73,627 cases of violation;
305-  Enforcement of the law prohibiting the "failure to use seat belts by drivers and passengers of moving vehicles (except for legal exceptions) on freeways, highways and roads" in a total of 1,824,8712 cases.

306-  Application of the law prohibiting the "carrying children under twelve in the front seat of the car" in a total of 114,710 cases;
307-  Implementation of the law prohibiting the "failure to use seat belts by drivers or passengers of moving vehicles (except for legal exceptions) on urban and rural roads" in a total of 47977064 cases.

measures taken by Police in preventing road and traffic accidents
	b. number of areas and locations
Number of stages in training schools next to rural roads by officers of road police stations of all provinces since 2015
	The implementation step of training programs for students of rural areas
	5169 stages

	
	Number of Trained Students
	269205 individuals

	
	Number of calmed traffick areas
	5588 locations

	
	Schools that have been made safe
	3121 schools



[bookmark: _Toc119413297]3-4- Education, Recreational, Cultural, and Artistic activities
[bookmark: _Toc119413298]3-4-1 The Objectives and Quality of Education
· Legal Measures:

308- Paragraph 4 of the “Comprehensive Action Plan for Children and Adolescent Rights” embarks on the issue of "expansion of centers and educational, educational, sports, cultural, artistic and recreational activities". Paragraph 5 addresses the issue of "improvement of children's free time planning" and sets out the programs, activities and indicators as well as the institutions cooperating for the realization and implementation of this strategy.
309- The Ministry of Interior is required to announce, differentiating by region, the names and addresses of (non) Iranian children and adolescence who have reached the legal age of education (CAPA). This task shall be done every year, 3 months prior to the start of the academic year, through the country's civil registration organization, in cooperation with other relevant institutions, and taking into account the residence of persons and any changes thereto. 
310- Paragraphs 11, 23 and 24 of the second chapter of the document on the fundamental transformation of education (2011) accounts for "strengthening rights-based relations with all people", "responsibility and social participation" and "professional skills" as the core values ​​of education in Iran. Paragraph 10 of the fourth chapter provides that the "open-to-criticism governance approach" is the horizon of the country's educational transformation. In paragraphs 1 and 6 of the fifth chapter, the document offers that the "educating of a responsible, peaceful, collectivist and global-minded human being" is a primary goal of educational transformation. In paragraphs 4 and 7 of the sixth chapter of the document it is  stated that the "development of educational justice" and "intelligent use of new technologies" are two key educational transformation strategies. The document defines the strategies for realizing these strategies and the major goals of educational transformation, which include "empowering students living in deprived areas, villages, outskirts of cities, nomadic and bilingual areas", "creation of educational guidance and counseling system", "creation of school location services system" and "creation of evaluation and quality assurance system in formal public education";
311- As stipulated in Charter, citizens have the right to education. Primary education is compulsory and free, and the government provides access to free education until the end of secondary school (Article 104). The government also provides basic education for people without primary education.
312- The prevention of child or adolescence education by the a parent or legal guardians is deemed criminal (CAPA, Article 7).
313- The law obliges the Ministry of Communications to implement Digital Transformation of schools program, covering the full spectrum of electronic access to textbooks, educational computer games, talent assessments and professional and social skills trainings, for free of charge, for all students in cities with less than 20,000 people, villages and outskirts of major cities (CAPA, Article 69).
314- The claim made in Section B, Paragraph 77, CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 lacks legal documentation and in this regard, the husband has not been authorized, and the Law on Protection of Children and Adolescents approved in 1999 also applies any threats. It has also criminalized incitement or encouragement that leads to a child or teenager running away from school or dropping out of school. The phrase "anyone" at the beginning of the article is either parents or legal guardians and can be extended to couples as well.
315- Responding to  recommendation a of paragraph 78, it is noteworthy that the prevention or hindrance of child or adolescence by his or her parents or legal guardians is criminalize (Article 7, CAPA).

· Practical Measures: 

· The NBCRC has taken several measures in this direction as follows:


316- Instructing all teachers about child communication skills through the SHAD network.

317- Preparation of educational podcasts on the following topics: 

· child rights in international documents, 
· child rights in Iran's legal system, 
· social, judicial, and legal protection of children, 
· child and family rights, 
· philosophy of children's rights, 
· criticism and analysis of the Child Protection Act and related regulations;

318- Organization of a series of specialized sessions in all provinces of the country with the cooperation of women and family affairs department of the respective province, based on the provincial level challenges and the requisite follow-up for reaching solutions. The special sessions are held in the presence of the following persons:
· Chief Justices, 
· Friday prayer imams, 
· judges, 
· lawyers and legal advisors, 
· social workers and advisors, 
· educational coaches and school advisors, 
· social activists and representatives of the provinces’ NGOs 
· the people of the province 

319- Organization of a series of educational webinars on the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus in all provinces across the country, in the presence of judges, lawyers and legal advisors, social workers, counselors, educational coaches, school counselors, social activists and representatives of provincial NGOs;

320- Signing a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Iranian Central Bar Association in order to expand the scope of their cooperation to:
· instruction of citizen at community level about the basic concepts of human rights law and regulation, citizenship rights and children's rights, 
· provision of legal advice and assistance by the barristers of the bar association and law trainees in university legal clinics, citizenship rights clinics and child rights clinics 
· utilization of the capacities of legal advice and assistance of the Iranian Central Bar Association in order to accord a higher degree of protection to citizenship rights and children's rights through the creation of citizenship rights and child rights clinics;

321- Signing a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the CIDCA in the following areas while pursuing the objective of enhancing the level of general culture in society and promoting cooperation in the field of educational pathology of children:
· development of scientific, educational, research and executive cooperation, 
· the accruing of mutual benefit to parties from facilities such as scientific, experimental, and research capacities, workshops, library resources, international communications, and physical and research spaces, 
· cooperation in organizing conference, seminar, round tables, educational workshop 
· implementation of short-term training courses about concepts in the field of child rights for different groups, 
· further pursual of cooperation in the area of preparation and compilation of content supporting child rights through publication of books and articles and scientific documents as well as films and audio-visual content.

322- Article 29 of the Executive Regulations for Article 6 of the CAPA, provides that, within six months from the date of promulgation of this regulation, the police force, with the coordination and cooperation of the NBCRC, will train relevant judicial officers.

323- Article 42, paragraph 6 of the Executive Regulations for Article 6 of the CAPA, stipulates that the Ministry of Education, with the cooperation and coordination of the NBCRC, should design and organize training courses for the purpose of training the educational staff, principals, counselors and staff of schools in the field of child and adolescence rights. The content of educational programs is prepared and presented by the NBCRC.

324- Note 2 to Article 50 of the Executive Regulations for Article 6 of the CAPA, provides that, in order to implement the duties stipulated in this regulation regarding the education and promotion of child rights as well as counseling and legal assistance in field of child interests, the NBCRC is set to create legal services clinics with the cooperation of the Welfare Organization. 

325- Drafting of a memorandum of understanding (MOU) for the purpose of training and retention of children who have missed out on education. The MOU was signed in the presence of the Minister of Education, the Police Force Command and the Minister of Justice.


· The Ministry of Education has taken the following steps:

326- Compilation and implementation of the "NAMAD" in collaboration with nine institutions, organizations and institutions to monitor students' risk status in various psychological and social areas, thereby, identifying students who are at risk or high risk and have had psychosocial emergencies and providing those children with the needed services in the form of treatment and social work. This program includes a complete process composed of the 4 stages of screening, training, treatment, and social assistance. Student resort to the services subsequent to being identified and categorized. There are 3 categories according to the intensity of the problem: a) at-risk, b) high-risk, and c) psychosocial emergencies. 
327- Making formal education accessible to all minority groups (who have an Iranian identity card or are holders of foreign identity documents);
328- Preparation and notification of guidelines for the creation of special local learning centers for parents with preschool children (No. 107503 (2019) addressed to the General Departments of Education).
329- Training in life skills based on the basic transformation document and the national curriculum. The theme of education and independent learning under the title "Etiquette and Life Skills" is dedicated to this objective. 
330- The coverage of 71.1% of the preschoolers and the absorption of 58% of the rural preschooler population.
331- Implementation of preschool grade in nomadic schools, which witnessed the attendance of 7182 new preschool students in the academic year 2020-2021.
332- Seventy percent coverage of boarding schools from the self-reliance plan;
333- Encouraging the attendance of the maximum number of children eligible for preschool education in remote and sparsely populated, border and nomadic areas by means of utilizing the capacity of multi-level classes. 
334- Attaching significance to the expressed views of the child in families and schools, especially in meeting sessions with parents, as well as instructing families on this topic and other issues. 
335- Measures taken during the COVID-19 pandemic outbreak period include the following:
· Issuance of a resolution on ways to provide educational and training services in schools during the period of widespread diseases (977th meeting of the Supreme Council of Education and Culture);
· Planning and implementation of virtual and free pre-school courses for all children;
· Planning and implementing of written preschool education, broadcasted from national television networks on a continuous and daily basis, for all children. 
· Creation of multiple virtual channels providing free specialized content focusing on preschool education for special audience groups including: child, teacher and family;
· Creation of numerous virtual groups providing free, continuous and daily written preschool education at the national, provincial, regional, school and class levels;
· Provision of pre-school education to qualified children in hard-to-reach and sparsely populated areas in-person and one-on-one;
· Production of educational packages and self-study guides especially for children who do not have access to media and smart systems;
· Creation of more than 1400 channels in the SHAD network as well as production and broadcasting of 600 educational programs concentrating on technical and professional in radio and television networks;

336- Compilation of the guidelines for continuity of education and learning during the COVID-19 pandemic period in 2020, which were communicated to all provinces, regions and schools in 2021. This guideline was composed of several sheet samples. Sheet sample number 1 investigated the status of students in each class based on the type of access to education and the level of learning. The most important content produced are as follows:
· production of more than 2500 filmed videos of textbook teaching, 
· formation of channels for 6 school educational (grade) levels, differentiated by subject-matter, and the uploading of video products for virtual broadcasting, 
· continuous and daily presentation of education by instructors from the National Broadcasting Television Education Network under the umbrella of Iran School Television Network as well as from the Quran Network. 
· Provision of training by distance learning and creation educational channels in the SHAD network in the first year of high school, 
· Preparation of special curriculum for students deprived of in-person and virtual education for all subjects, 
· Development of a quality-creating television school program (television training) with 100% coverage of textbooks and 
· Launch of and providing education in the context of the SHAD system;
· Provision of virtual counseling in the through the SHAD network;

337- In order to prevent the dropout and educational failure of the children of the covered families, the Welfare Organization pays a monthly sum of educational allowance and promotion to 80,000 covered students, which is based on the school year of the student. Support is also provided in the form of vocational training, employment and social support.

· The Ministry of Interior has taken the following steps:
338- Organization of 3 training workshops at the national level and 27 training programs and workshops at the local level as well as the launching of more than 50 campaigns and festivals at the national and local level with the aim of creating culture of and sensitizing different sections of the society to the rights of child in the urban environment;
[bookmark: _Toc119413299]3-4-2- Cultural rights of minorities
339- Note 3 to Article 20 of the Civil Registration Law 1976 formally declares that the choice of a child's name for constitutionally recognized religious minorities is a function of their language and religious culture;
340- Note 1 to Article 1 of the Ministry of Education's Objectives and Duties Law obliges the Ministry to provide religious education to students corresponding to the branch of their faith in areas where followers of other branches of Islamic faiths reside. Furthermore, Note 2 provides that the constitutionally recognized religious minorities (referring to Article 13 of the Constitution) have the liberty to write religious textbooks and instruct minority students based on those religious books and the traditions of their religion, subject to the supervision of the Ministry of Education.
341- According to Article 87 of the Executive Regulations of the Organization of Prisons, constitutionally recognized religious minorities have the liberty to perform their religious ceremonies in prison and may request the presence of their religious representative for religious counseling.
[bookmark: _Toc119413300]3-4-3- Right of the child to rest, leisure, play, recreational activities, and cultural life and arts 
· Legal measures:

342- The Sixth Development Plan Law, (Article 27, paragraph A, subparagraph 7) requires the government to train 100,000 villagers and nomads as facilitators of local planning and cultural programs with a view to creating the necessary platform for the justice-oriented development of the villages and in order to improve the social status of the villagers. This law focuses on the cultural, artistic and sports activities as well as the incentives and support needed for the development of such activities (Article 92). Among other things, it specifies that the government is obliged to take the necessary measures to enhance the culture of reading books, wherein the priority lies with rural libraries in less developed areas that ought to be developed through  attracting investment from the private and cooperative sector involved in the production of books and cultural products as well as other cultural and artistic goods. Additionally, the government, municipalities and the Water and Sewage Organization have a legal duty of providing a cultural subsidy or a building permit with reference to commodities such as water, electricity, gas, transportation and mail, to create cultural and educative units in residential spaces with the aim of supporting booksellers, publishers and the press who have the necessary legal permits;

343- The Charter (Article 85), recognizes the right of every citizen to peace, refreshment, and opportunity for recreation, sports and tourism. The Charter (Article 89) further specifies that every citizen has the right to sports and educational facilities and healthy recreation. The Charter (Article 95) takes the position that participation in cultural life and balanced supportiveness of various aspects of culture is the right of every citizen. The Charter (Article 96) elaborates that the diversity and cultural differences of the Iranian people are respected as part of national cultural heritage and in the framework of national identity. Moreover, the Charter (99) recognizes that every citizen has the right to have all things necessary for participation in their personal cultural life and while accompanying other citizens. Such includes the creation of organizations and associations as well as the organization of religious and ethnic rituals and cultural customs in compliance with the laws of the nation.

344- Paragraph 4, strategy E of the “Comprehensive Action Plan for Children and Adolescent Rights” is dedicated to "Strengthening educational, training, sports, cultural and recreational activities for children". Paragraph 4 addresses the issue of "improvement of children's free time planning" and sets out the programs, activities and indicators as well as the institutions cooperating for the realization and implementation of this strategy.


· Practical measures:

· The NBCRC has taken the following actions:


345- Creation of a working group on “art, creativity, child rights and cyber space” subject to the approval of the NBCRC “Coordinating Council”.
346- Follow-up to the issue of maintenance of cyberspace as a safe environment for the child in the “children and cyberspace working group of the NBCRC.
347- Organization a multitude of competitions with the participation of children, of which the following are examples:
· Story writing competition in cooperation with the CIDCA on the basis of the CRC and with the aim of familiarizing children and teenagers, families and educators with child rights;
· Drawing competition "Child Rights from a Child Perspective" in cooperation with Isfahan Municipality with the aim of promoting child rights and educating children about their rights;
· Participation of NBCRC as jury in the "Child Film Festival" and the selection of the best film based on the criteria of the best interests of child.
· The Ministry of Education has taken the following steps:

348- Attaching importance to the play and physical activity as a Deductive method in the physical education (PE) as well as paying close attention to the paramount importance of the motivational factor and the hidden learning pattern.
349- Being attentive to specialized games contained in supplementary textbooks and the PE course instruction book for trainers for the purpose of enhancing the instruction and learning environment 
350- Designing and executing a dynamic school plan to enhance students' enthusiasm and create fun group moments;

· The Ministry of Sport and Youth has implemented the following measures:
· Donation of a package of intellectual games and puzzles to needy children in deprived areas.
· Design of aboriginal and local games for children;
· Organizing storytelling contests for children 
· Organizing handicraft training workshops and drawing contests among needy children;
· Organizing family celebrations 
· Production and virtual distribution of musical and video content on the issue of children with the aim of assisting the realization of child’s right to play during the outbreak of COVID-19;
· Preparation and distribution of drawing materials including colored pencils and drawing books among underprivileged children during the COVID-19.

· The Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance has taken the following steps:

351- The Licensing and continuous monitoring for the past ten years of the production and distribution of computer games and preventing the production and distribution of illegal content in games;
352- Classification of games (Entertainment Software Rating Association (ESRA classification system)) according to age based on the intensity of content containing violence;
· CIDCA has implemented has taken the following steps:

353- Country-wide design and implementation of more than 64 artistic and literary cultural workshops, held in-person before the COVID-19 pandemic breakout and virtually afterwards;
354- Formation of specialized associations such as storytelling, photography, visual arts, filmmaking and choir associations;
355- Provision of cultural, artistic and literary services especially for children in 1024 cultural and artistic centers. All 1024 centers of the CIDCA, especially those located in underprivileged areas, can apply for free membership of children in the area after obtaining permission from the cultural deputy of the CIDCA. One of the latest measures is the issuance of membership licenses for 300 underprivileged children in North Khorasan province;
356- Allocation of 3500 million rials in 2019 for the purposes of implementing the “happy sensation of life” workshops in the book production department, organzing educational workshops and organizing specialized meeting sessions;
357- The design and implementation of specialized meeting sessions for the purpose of meeting the needs of the CIDCA’s specialized forces, expanding organizational knowledge, exchanging experience and updating information;
358- Organization of the story named "Our world is beautiful" with the participation of children;
359- "Messenger of Hope" program. This voluntary activity, implemented at two levels (national and provincial), provides cultural services and conveys hope to children in areas which are less privileged or affected by natural disasters (floods, earthquakes, etc.) in the form of caravans consisting of educators, experts, artists and children's enthusiasts. With the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic disease, this program is implemented virtually at www.omid.kpf.irT and is regularly updated;
360- The positive skills training program titled "Happy Sensation of Life". Bearing in mind the mental damage caused by school shutdowns and the reduction of family communication, the series of workshops on the "Happy Sensation of Life" can help restore self-confidence and improve personal and social relationships in children. These workshops include 8 topics; A hopeful child, a happy child, a self-confident child, an optimistic child, a courageous child, a spiritual child, an emotionally intelligent child, and a child skilled in positive relationships;
361- Creation of the CIDCA virtual center. In this center, due to the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, all services are offered in virtual form at www.kpf.ir. All kinds of online workshops (without time limits), all kinds of festivals and cultural, artistic and literary events, etc., are designed and implemented in this center at both provincial and national levels.
· [bookmark: _Hlk119125678]Iran's National Standards Organization (INSO) has taken the following steps:
362- Determination of requirements related to toy safety, including: 
· safety requirements related toy physical and mechanical properties (2015), 
· olfactory system games.
· cosmetics and gustatory games (2015). 
· Home playground equipment used in open and closed spaces, (2016). 
· Flammability (2016). 
· Safety of playground equipment and surfaces (2015).
· Child safety guide in standard setting and other features (2015).
· Playground equipment - light gates - functional and safety requirements and test methods (2016).
· Biomechanical effects on the passengers of amusement rides (2016).
· Compilation of the national standard No. 15745 with the title of general requirements for the mother and child room (2020). 


4- [bookmark: _Toc119413301]Special Protection Measures (Articles 22, 30, 32, 22, 35, 36, 37(b) and (d) as well as Articles 38-40)
4-1- [bookmark: _Toc119413302]Refugee Children
363- Due to its proximity to countries that have been involved in internal armed conflicts for years, Iran is always considered as the destination country for this group of children and their families, and in the past five years, despite being in a state of economic crisis due to sanctions, it has welcomed these children. Iran, has through the offering of its financial resources, provided the necessary foundations for the realization of refugee child rights.
364- Health insurance coverage has been made mandatory for foreigners living in the country, including group refugees whose stay is approved by the Office of Foreign Nationals of the Ministry of Interior (Law of Sixth Development Plan, Article 70(b)(5)).
365- [bookmark: _Hlk119136692] “Implementing Regulations on the Mode of Educating Foreign Nationals” (2016) has been promulgated with a view to guaranteeing the right to education of all foreign nationals residing in Iran including legal and illegal residents as well as refugees.

· SWO has provides the following services to these children:

366- Services provided in special child and family support-education centers for children with families with legal residency permits as well as illegal stay include the following:
· referrals to treatment, rehabilitation and addiction treatment centers
· self-care training 
· art training courses
· prevention training (from violence, abuse, drugs...)
· education allowance from contributions
· handing-over the child to family 
· organizing services and psychological and social assistance interventions
· referral to benefactors and
· training sessions on entrepreneurship and life skills and awareness.
367- Working and street children belonging to families with legal residence permits, like Iranian children and through the referral of a social worker, receive services such as education, counseling, literacy, subsistence allowance and empowerment allowance. 
368- Children who do not have a residency permit and therefore lack legal residency, in accordance to legal restrictions, receive services such as counseling, literacy and harm control. Additionally, this group receive in-kind contributions such as food and support packages. In the event of a referral from legal authorities such as the judiciary, this group are admitted on a round-the-clock basis.
 
369-  Services such as pension and subsistence allowance and housing allowance are provided only to families with legal permits and valid residency.
370- All initiatives are family-oriented and child-friendly.

371- The Ministry of Health provides all mental health as well as social and addiction services to legal and illegal immigrants free of charge and through registering a special identity profile code;

· NAJA has taken the following steps:

372- Provision of accommodation services and facilitation of the departure of children of non-Iranian nationals who are referred to the immigration and passport police through the commissariat;

373-  Non-implementation of the arrest plan and delivery to the camps for exclusion from the country in the case of children under fifteen years of age of unauthorized foreign nationals.

[bookmark: _Toc119413303]4-2-Street children
· Legal measures:
374- Responding to request (a) of the committee in paragraph 88 to formulate a comprehensive strategy for supporting street children and reducing their number as well as identifying the underlying causes of their phenomena, such as poverty, violence in the family, immigration and lack of access to education, all with the aim of prevention and mitigation, it is noteworthy that SWO is legally obliged to reduce the number of working children by at least twenty-five percent by 2021 with the cooperation of other institutions (Law of the Sixth Development Plan (2017-2021), Article 80, Paragraph H) .
375- The regulations for the organization of street children (2004) have determined and defined the types of support interventions for working and street children and the responsible institutions in this matter.
Practical Measures:
376- In response to request (b) in paragraph 88 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, the formation of "Working Children Support Network" is noteworthy. In this framework, which non-governmental organizations in the field of child labor in the Tehran province operate as a  network through the  synergy of capacities field of child labor protection as well as related promotional and educational measures. The services of these non-governmental centers include those that resulted in a reduction in street work hours or a reduction in complications caused by the presence of a child on the street. Such services include as raising awareness about AIDS, drugs and sexually transmitted and infectious diseases, counseling, HIV testing, treatment services in cases of sexual violence, group therapy sessions for children and families, referral to medical centers, as well as creating a profile for the child and following-up on the situation of the child and his family;
377- Responding to request (a) of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-488, SWO has been obliged to cooperate with other institutions until the end of the implementation of the Law Sixth Development Plan for the purpose of reducing the population of working children by at least twenty-five percent (Law of the Sixth Development Plan, Article 80, Paragraph H (2017-2021))  Also
· the SWO has taken the following steps:
378- Implementation of the "Social support for working and street children" initiative with a child-friendly approach and while emphasizing the empowerment of the child and the child’s family, and, eventually, exiting the organization support cycle;
379- Implementation of a 25% reduction in the number of working and street children (Law of the Sixth Development Plan, Article 80, Paragraph H)
380- [bookmark: _Hlk119137967]Approval and implementation of the “national roadmap for the protection of street and working children”;
381- Creation of 63 non-governmental support-education centers and 31 government care centers;
382- Admission of 12,324 working and street children in provincial centers in 2019, differentiated based on the following criteria (The quantitative goal of the 6th Development Plan stands at 6999 working and street children):
· age, 
· gender, 
· possession of birth certificate 
· nationality (Iranian/(non)Iranian)
· living in urban-rural areas 
383- Support for working and street children in the form of the "Helping return children who left out of education, to school" initiative.
384- Formation of the "Working group for identifying and supporting children collecting garbage in Tehran".
385- Provision of financial support and job creation in 2019 for the families of working children suffering from substance abuse.
386- Support of street children in the "Comprehensive Plan of Social Support" in respect of the following:
· right to birth registration, citizenship identification, the right to a suitable standard of living and housing and the right to education
· freedom from violence, sexual abuse, sexual exploitation, and trafficking and child labor and
· access to justice
· The Monitoring the effective implementation of laws, strategies and support services for street children;
· Design of a system to collect and share categorized data related to street children;
· Providing expert counseling to parents, families and caregivers of street children;
· Provision of financial support and empowerment of families to assist and remove street children with disabilities from the harsh conditions of the street;
· Provision of basic and free health services to street children in support and healthcare-treatment centers.
· Raising awareness about child rights among all those who deal (in)directly with street children. 
· Provision of financial support and job creation to empower the family in 2019.

393- Raising awareness about the Convention and especially general comment No. 21 (about the existing types of protection for street children) among all policy makers, employees of executive agencies, legislative body and judiciary, police forces, educational workers, social workers, health workers and all those who are active in field of street children. 

394- Provision, without discrimination, of all support and educational services to working and street children, irrespective of child and family’s nationality, ethnicity, language and religion.  






Street Children Admissions Statistics
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	6660
	2018

	12324
	6999
	2019

	12724
	7323
	2020

	
	7658
	2021




395- Responding to requests (c) and (d), paragraph 88 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, NAJA has prepared a manual on working and street children and the mode of police force operations.  This manual has been announced to the police force command of provinces country-wide and is currently being implemented.
396- Implementation of the "Comprehensive Plan of Social Support for Street Children" and provision of legal support services to street children with the aim of ensuring access for this group of children to grievances and effective compensation. 

[bookmark: _Toc119413304]4-3- Child protection against economic exploitation (Article 32)
· Legal measures 
397-  Responding to request (a) of paragraph 86 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, it is noteworthy that, the Labor Law has increased the minimum age job market entry by 3 years and has prohibited the employment of children under 18. Moreover, CAPA categorizes the employment of a child, the forcing or the assignment of the child to work that is physically, psychologically, morally or socially harmful or dangerous bearing in mind the child’s situation, an act of "economic exploitation" (Article 1(e)). Similarly, economic exploitation of people under 18 years of age is also criminalized (CAPA, Article 15).


398- The Charter recognizes the right of children to be immune from any exploitation (Article 4).  The Charter prohibits forced child labor and the legality of labor of children under 18 is subject to the authority of the law with due regard for the children’s interests (Article 84).
399- Regulations determine the list of harmful work for children and has criminalized its violation (executive regulations to notes (1) and (2) to the law on the ratification of Worst Forms of Child Labor Convention and the supplementary recommendation 2004). 
400- Responding to request (b) paragraph 86 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, although according to Article 191, small workshops with less than 10 people can be temporarily excluded from the scope of the labor law, However, determining the expediency and the cases that can be excluded from the scope of the labor law is left to the regulations of the Council of Ministers According to this executive regulation, which was compiled in 2013 and was extended in 2014, The Council of Ministers has temporarily excluded workshops with less than ten employees from the labor law for a period of three years.  Due to the fact that in 2017, the implementation deadline of this executive regulation has expired and has not been extended, It can be concluded that according to article one of the labor law, all employers and workers of workshops are subject to the labor law.
401- Responding to request (b) paragraph 86 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, although according to, small workshops with less than 10 people can be temporarily excluded from the scope of the Labor Law (Article 191), the discernment of the expediency and the cases that can be excluded from the scope of the Labor Law is left to the regulations of the council of minister (2002, extended in 2005). The Council of Ministers has temporarily excluded workshops with less than ten employees from the scope of the Labor Law for a period of three years.  Since this regulation expired in 2008 and has not been extended since,  in accordance with the Labor Law, all employers and workers of workshops are subject to the this body of law (Article 1, Labor Law).

[bookmark: _Toc119413305]4-4- Protection against child abduction, sale, trafficking and smuggling (Article 35)
402- Responding to the repetition of the committee's previous recommendation (CRC/C/15/add.254, para71) in paragraph 90, the following have been criminalized:

· Any transaction involving a child or adolescence for the purpose of prostitution and pornography, economic exploitation, removal of organs, or the use of children and adolescences in criminal activities (aggravation of punishment sentence from fifth-degree imprisonment to fourth-degree imprisonment)
· Trafficking of children and adolescents (third-degree imprisonment)
· transfer, buy, sell, or smuggle parts and organs of a child or teenager, sentenced to third-degree imprisonment
403- according to Article 22, if the perpetrators of the crimes mentioned in Articles 10 to 13 of this law are persons who are the guardian or custodian of the child, the punishment will be aggravated.
[bookmark: _Toc119413306]4-5 Juvenile Justice System (Article 40)
· Legal measures 
404- The IPC has adopted a "differentiated criminal policy" regarding the stages of child proceedings (detection of the crime, prosecution, preliminary investigations, proceedings, issuance and execution of the sentence) and articles 88 to 95 of this law are dedicated to "punishments and provisional measures for children and adolescents". Also, "graudualness of age of discounted criminal responsibility " is likewise an effectuated positive change.
405-  CPA, has, at various stages, such as the preliminary investigation, hearing, issuance and execution of the sentence (mentioned in articles 31, 285 to 287, 298, 304, 315, 402 to 408 and 417) a differential approach for the protection of all children under 18.
406-  Responding to the Committee’s request under Paragraph A No. 92, CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, it is noteworthy that in the new IPC, children are generally classified into four age groups.  The first group includes "children under 9" who have no criminally responsible.
407- The second group includes "children aged 9 to12 " who, in case of committing punishable crimes will not be sentenced to criminal punishment, and the court will adopt "corrective measures" against them (IPC, Article 88)
408- The third group is "children aged 12 to 15 " who, in case of committing punishable crimes, will not be sentenced to criminal punishment, while "security and corrective measures" will apply to them (IPC, Article 88). 
409- The fourth group is "children aged 15 to 18 " who, are sentenced to punishments such as fines and detention in a Juvenile Detention Center if they commit punishable crimes (IPC, Article 89)
410-  Responding to clause b of paragraph 92, CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 of the new IPC, it is noteworthy that, in articles 408 to 511, the special arrangenment of the child and juvenile court is stipulated.  Crimes of children under 18 will be tried with in such a court (Article 304), and the Child and Juvenile Court will be established with the presence of a judge and a counselor (Artilce 298).  If crimes subject to the jurisdiction of the Criminal Court (and the Revolutionary Court) are committed by a child under 18, then the Criminal Court will deal with juvenile crimes, and in this case, the accused child will benefit from all the privileges that are applicable (Article 315).  In the event that a criminal court has the jurisdiction to deal with crimes subject to the jurisdiction of the Child and Juvenile Court it is mandatory to comply with the provisions related to child and juvenile crimes (Article 402). 

411- The judges of the court and prosecutor's office for children and juveniles are selected from the judges who have completed the related training course (for children's proceedings) (Article 409). The counselors of the Child and Juvenile Court are selected from the experts in educational sciences, psychology,  criminology and social work as well as academics and educators familiar with the psychological and educational issues of children, both employed and retired (Article 410). If one of the defendants is a girl, at least one of the counselors must be a woman.  It is notable that the Child and Juvenile Court will not be established absent the presence of such a counselor. 
412-  All decisions issued by the Child and Juvenile Court can be appealed (IPC, Article 445). The  authority for hearing appeals from the judgments and decisions of the Child and Juvenile Court lies with a branch of the Provincial Court of Appeals, which is determined subject to the law (IPC, Article 444).  Additonally, the Supreme Court possesses the authority for hearing appeals from the judgments and decisions of a special criminal court dealing with juvenile crimes;
413-  For the purpose of specialized investigations involving child crimes, a "Special Police for Children and Adolescents in the Police Force of the Islamic Republic of Iran" will be created (CPA, Article 31). The judiciary has drafted a bill related to this provision, which is now in the process of final approval. The bill stipulates measures for the prevention of delinquency and victimization of children as well as child protection interventions.
414- CPA has a number of provisions related to "preliminary investigations of children and juvenile crimes" and provides for different measures for this age group (Articles 285-287).  
415- Next to the “Child and Juvenile Court”, a branch of the “General and Revolutionary Prosecutor's Office” is created under the title of "Special Juvenile Prosecutor's Office"; it conduct preliminary investigations of the crimes of people between the ages of 15 and 18 (CPA, Article 285).  In the case of obvious crimes, the judicial officers only act to preserve the instruments, tools, signs and reasons of the crime and do not allow preliminary investigation of the child. In the event that the child is arrested, judicial officers immediately hand over the accused to the prosecutor's office or the special court for children;  Article 40 of the CPA refers to the non-disclosure of information related to the identity and residence of the victim, witnesses and informants, Article 286 refers to the filing of a personality file, Article 410 refers to counseling services, and Article 414 refers to the permission to proceed in the child's absence if it is in his best interests. 
416- Responding to the request (c) paragraph 92 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, it is noteworthy that in the case of crimes that are dealt with under the jurisdiction of the first criminal court and in criminal sentences of the sixth degree and above (crimes resulting in imprisonment  terms between six months to more than 25 years), the presence of a lawyer, and therefore, the Prosecutor's Office or the Child and Juvenile Court informs the parents or legal guardian of the accused to appoint a lawyer for him; where a lawyer is not appointed, and where no justified excuse is declared, the judicial authority appoints a lawyer for the accused (Article 415).
417-  The child is subject to social institutions with a de-incarceration approach, and the court can "reduce" the punishment prescribed for the child or make it lighter  or "postpone" or "suspend" the execution of his punishment (IPC, Articles 93 and 94). The criminal convictions of people under 18 will not have secondary criminal consequences for them (such as deprivation of social rights) (Artilce 95). It is necessary that by virtue of implementation of the laws and regulations regarding de-incarceration that chief justices take care to prevent the entry of people under 18 into the Juvenile Detention Center as far as possible (directive on "organizing prisoners and reducing the criminal population of prisons", (2019), Article 7(b)). Certain provisions of the CPA serve the purpose of replacing imprisonment (articles 203-286-298-315 and 410). By the end of November 2020, 4762 decisions were issued on the basis of criminal sentencing mitigating institutions (such as suspension, postponement and alternative punishments of imprisonment). The creation of a personal profile for a child in acting in breach of the law, aside from his criminal profile, is a special measure, which requires the investigator to order the social work unit to effect personal profile formation (IPC, Article 203).  
418-  Responding to the request (g) of paragraph 92 of CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, regarding the separation of juvenile detention facilities from adults, it is noteworthy that in accordance with CAPA (Aricle 6(c)(1)), the Prisons and Security and Corrective Measures Organization is required to keep children separately from adolescences and other prisoners. Also, if the juveniles are sentenced to prison they will be sent to protective and corrective centers such as the "Juvenile Detention Center for Children and Adolescents" to serve the duration of the sentence (CPA, Article 513).  The Juvenile Detention Centers are places for the maintenance and education of children and adolescents subject to this law, which are established by the Prisons and Security and Corrective Measures Organization of the country, in the centers of the provinces and according to the need and necessity, as determined by the head of the Judiciary has been established or will be established in other regions of the country (CPA, Article 525). Judges of the Child and Juvenile Court are required to visit the Juvenile Detention Center in their area of ​​service at least once a month to check the judicial status of the clients as well as their educational and moral development (CPA, Article 526). 
419- Executive regulations on administration of corrective centers and quality of corrective measures as well as classifications based on gender, age, type of crimes and executive affairs of juvenile centers are approved by the head of the judiciary (CPA, Article 528).  The regulations of this article was compiled by the judiciary and is currently going through the process of approval by the government.
420- Promulgation of the "Judicial Transformation Document" (2020) by the Head of the Judiciary: among the strategies included in this document is "strengthening the identification and protection of children at risk and providing solutions". The implementation phase of CAPA involving the strengthening the judicial supervision over the process of identifying, accepting, maintaining, supporting and empowering children at risk and forming child and adolescent protection offices among the ways to implement this strategy.
421- Responding to request (f) of paragraph 92 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4 on guaranteeing the privacy of children who have acted in violation of law during preliminary investigations and trial stages, it is noteworthy that the disclosure of the identity, information and secrets of a child or adolescent who has been abused or is in a precarious situation is a crime regardless of the method of publication, and for the perpetrator, sixth degree imprisonment has been stipulated (CAPA, Article 19).  Articles 285 to 287 of the CPA are dedicated to "preliminary investigations of child and juvenile crimes" and stipulate the creation of a "Special Court for Juveniles" in which the preliminary investigations of the crimes of people between the ages of 15 and 18 will be carried out. In the case of obvious crimes, the judicial officers only act to preserve the instruments, tools, signs and reasons of the crime and do not allow preliminary investigation of the child, and in case of his arrest, they immediately hand over the accused to the prosecutor's office or the special court for children; In order to implement article 31 of the new criminal procedure law of 2012 for specialized investigations in children's crimes, a "special police for children and juveniles in the police force of the Islamic Republic of Iran" will be established that the judiciary has drafted a bill related to this article, which is now in the process of final approval.  The mentioned bill predicts protective interventions in the judicial process for children acting in violation of the law.
422- In addition to the child's parents or legal guardians, the lawyer, the plaintiff, the persons whose opinions were obtained in the preliminary investigation, witnesses, informants, social workers of the state welfare organization have the right to be present in the court of children and adolescents, The presence of other persons in the hearing is subject to the approval of the court.
423- According to Article 38 of the Law on the Protection of Children and Adolescents, parents, guardians, legal guardians and attorneys of children and adolescents, as well as a social worker, have the right to attend hearings and provide advisory opinions and support suggestions for children and adolescents.
424- Responding to (paragraph 53 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4) it is noteworthy that the mentioned ages of 9 and 15 years are the age of legal maturity and not the minimum age for determining criminal responsibility and the IPC consider the system of " The gradualness of the age of discounted criminal responsibility " which is one of its positive changes.
425- By adopting a discriminatory policy towards children under the age of 18 who have committed crimes causing punishment or retribution, the Penal Law specifies in Article 91 that when a juvenile is under 18 years old, do not understand the "nature of the crime" has been committed or its "sanctity"  or there is doubt about their "growth" and "perfection of reason", the punishment of Hudud and retribution will not be applied to them. And according to the case, due to their age, they are sentenced to protective and corrective punishments.  According to the note of Article 91, the court can refer the case to the forensic medicine for examination in order to determine the development and perfection of the child's reasoning, or use any other method it deems appropriate to verify the development and perfection of the child's reasoning; It is worth mentioning that before the request of the committee (in paragraph b of number 36) CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, people under the age of 18 who were sentenced to death by a final decision before the approval of Article 91,  can initiate a retrial so that if the conditions of Article 91 are met, their punishment will be reduced.
426- Punishment of self-revenge is one of the types of punishments that the plaintiff and parents of the victim can declare forgiveness of, and therefore, with their forgiveness, this punishment will not be applied.  According to Article 347 of the Penal Code, the owner of the right to retribution can waive the execution of retribution at any stage of the prosecution, investigation, or execution of the sentence, free of charge or by compromising with right or property;
427- Responding to paragraph 36 CRC/C/IRN/CO/3-4, the VPWFA, has prepared the “bill amending regulations on child and juvenile criminal responsibility in the IPC2013" for the purpose of replacing capital punishment. The bill is undergoing approval. 
· Practical Measures: 
· The NBCRC has taken the following steps:
428- Organization of numerous meetings with prominent jurists, eminent lawyers and thoughtful judges in order to increase the age of criminal responsibility and reduce criminal sentences for adolescences under the age of 18, within the framework of legal-jurisprudence capacities.
429- Organization of special training workshops for judges, lawyers, police forces, social workers, counselor in all provinces country-wide in order to train activists for the promotion of child rights and interests.
430- Organization of a specialized webinar on child rights, namely, "Criticism and review of the special police bill for children and adolescents" with the cooperation of the VPWFA.
431- Visitation of the Juvenile Detention Centre And the special judicial complex for children during provincial trips with a view to solving existing problems;
432- Preparation and compilation of regulations for child rights clinics;
433- Establishment of child rights clinics: In order to the educate about and promote child rights, legal advice, legal assistance, psychological counseling, social work, and treatment of child threating injuries are carried out. The NBCRC began the creation of child rights clinics in the provinces across the country.  The most important goal of these clinics is to prevent the occurrence of crime and provide comprehensive support for child victimization.
434- Organization of a regional conference on child rights with the focus on justice for children and adolescents in December 2018 with the aim of presenting the achievements of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the field of child rights, creating a platform for interaction scholars and experts in the field of children's rights, educating the representatives of the participating countries about child rights  and providing an opportunity for exchange of experience in the field of child rights.
435- Creation of a legal and judicial working group in the children's judicial complex.
436- Visitations of the court and prosecutor's office for children and adolescents;
437- Organization of numerous meetings with the prevention police, to investigate existing problems;
438- Follow-ups to cases of murder of a child or teenager by parents or other family members through the judiciary with the aim of effectuating the conviction and decisive execution of the punishment for perpetrators, by sending a special representative who presents an analysis of the issue and its root causes and factors. The follow-up are prevention oriented. 
439- Organization of a specialized session on child rights, namely, "The reflection of child rights in Islamic jurisprudence". The session’s main focus was on the prohibition of capital punishment for people under the age of 18 from an Islamic jurisprudential point of view. The session was held at the “Jurisprudence Center of Aemeh Athar  of Qom”;

· The judiciary has taken the following steps in the field of ​​special proceedings for children starting in 2015:
440- In order to promote alternative punishments to imprisonment, the Social Deputy has designed the "consultation in ‘child and adolescence courts’" program. This initiative covers the selection of the best decisions of special judges for children and adolescences in all provinces. This initiative pursues the goal of motivating of judges in the issuing of decisions in support of children and adolescents. 
441- The Social Deputy has established a structure called "Child and Adolescent Protection Office" as envisioned by CAPA (Article 4). This office has provincial and city office branches and is a work in progress.
442- In issuing judicial decisions for the victimized/delinquent child, with the approach of reducing vulnerability to children and with a view to guaranteeing their best interests, the following are regarded due consideration:
· Child’s views
· gender,
· national origin, 
· religion and beliefs, 
· child's cultural identity, 
· preservation of family relationships and prevention of family breakdown,
· child's protection and safety needs, 
· vulnerability situation of the child, 
· the child’s right to health 
· the child’s right to the education, and 
· provisions of domestic law and international documents that accord protection to child interests.

443- Organization of a social skills workshop for daycare and preschool teachers and parents. 
444- Organization of 30 workshops on "child and adolescence justice System" by the Legal Deputy with the aim of training of judges, lawyers, police forces and social workers. Among the educational content were the following themes:
· methods of identifying the best interests of the child, 
· the provisions of the Convention 
· Identification of the types of violence against children and ways to prevent it.
 
445- In order to benefit from  comprehensive training and capacity building for personnel (including judges, police forces, lawyers and counselors of children and adolescence courts, social workers and family court counselors), through inter-departmental cooperation in judiciary deputies, educational workshops and program have been designed in various judicial areas. 
446- The training of “child and adolescence court” judges in the form of judicial training courses throughout the country on an annual basis and by the Human Resources Deputy;
447- The continuous training of the personnel who work in the area of special proceedings for children in the form of in person national training seminars and presentation of successful experiences and procedures related to the special proceedings for children. 
448- The Social Deputy has implemented a training course on "growth oriented prevention especially for judges and judicial staff" in the following frameworks:
· The “23 skills program” for raising children
· Compilation of legal service provision packages to students at risk, especially for judicial staff under the NAMAD program (social care system for students) 
· Counseling programs in the “child and adolescent court”.  

449- By forming the "High Council of Children's Rights", the Legal Deputy is trying to use the scientific and educational capacities of experienced experts in the organization and effectuation of current and future activities in the field of child interests. The Legal Deputy likewise tries to utilize the capacity of non-governmental organizations to advance strategic programs related to children's rights. The Legal Deputy has placed plans regarding the compilation of the "Complete Collection of child's best interests" on its agenda.
· NAJA has taken the following steps: 
450- Provision for the presence of counselors and social workers in police stations which have counseling-social work tier structure. The social work tier is involved in related specializations such as psychology, social sciences and educational sciences. Stationed police officers also participate in standardization and behavior improvement workshops, especially in the field of women and children. Approximately 1,000 police stations at the police command level of the provinces of the country have counseling and social work departments that provide specialized counseling and peaceful measures with the aim of prevention of delinquency or repeat victimization to children and their families. 
451- Attendance of scientific sessions of government organizations and institutions as well as presentation of numerous lectures in schools and mosques by the head of the institute, counselors and social work experts of the police station with the aim of preventing crimes in relation to children.  The role of cyberspace in this area has been highlighted.

452- Organization of a scientific lecture on "legal duties and tasks of NAJA in dealing with working and street children”. 
453- Organization of a brainstorming panel on "strategies to improve the legal status of working and street children". 

454- The training judicial officers about proper treatment of children (implementation of Article 30 of CPA).

Training courses on children's rights in the courts of the whole country from 2014 to 2019
	Row
	Year
	Execution Rounds
	Number of Participants
	Duration (in hours)
	Person-hour of Training

	1
	2015
	57
	2493
	172
	19876

	2
	2016
	34
	1069
	210
	12436

	3
	2017
	34
	1287
	172
	10792

	4
	2018
	40
	1371
	188
	13428

	5
	2019
	26
	975
	124
	7526

	6
	2020
	46
	1966
	246
	18154

	Total
	1411
	51593
	2545
	904755




[bookmark: _Toc119413307]4-6- Protection of children against entering the armed forces and participation in armed conflicts (Article 38)
· Legal Measures:
455- Our legal system is founded on the prohibition of the recruitment and entry of children into the armed forces and their participation in armed conflicts.
456- The minimum age for hiring army staff is 16 years (Army Act, Article 29, 1987)
457- [bookmark: _Hlk119052514]“Employment of Revolutionary Guards Act” (ERGA, 1991) has set the minimum age for permanent and regular personnel and Basiji personnel to be 16 years (Article 16).  Students are exempted from this minimum employment condition (ERGA, Article 16, Note 2). This exception is in compliance with the Protocol since the Protocol does not require requirement a gradual increase in the minimum age of voluntary membership in the armed forces especially in schools that are under the control of the country's armed forces or are managed by them (Article 3(5)). 

458- [bookmark: _Hlk119052272]The “Employment of the Police Force Act” (EPFA, 2003) has stipulated the minimum age of 17 as a condition for employment in this Police Force (Article 16).
· Practical Measures:
459- The Ministry of Justice prepared a bill for acceding to the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict (OPAC) which was approved by the cabinet and is going through the legal formalities of approval in the Islamic Consultative Parliament. 

[bookmark: _Toc119413308]National reporting to the Committee on the Rights of the Child

460- The government of Iran submitted the first report on the implementation of Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography to the Committee.
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