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BURUNDI (initial report – CAT/C/BDI/1)

Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. Under the Code of Personal and Family Affairs (1993, amended 2000), the child owes “respect and obedience” to his parents (article 287). Protection from violence is given by the Criminal Code (1981) and other provisions in the Code of Personal and Family Affairs.

Corporal punishment is lawful in schools. In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime under the Code of Criminal Procedure (1999, in force 2000), but there is no explicit prohibition of its use as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions and in other institutions and forms of care. New laws concerning juvenile offenders and young people in difficult circumstances were under consideration in 2000, but we have no further information.

In its concluding observations on the State party’s initial report in 2000, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern “that corporal punishment continues to be practised at home and in some schools and that domestic legislation does not prohibit its use” and recommended that the State party “take all appropriate measures, including legislation, information campaigns and the promotion of alternative forms of sanctions which respect the physical and mental integrity of children, to end corporal punishment within the family, schools, juvenile justice and alternative care” (CRC/C/15/Add.133, paras 40 and 41).
