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OPENING STATEMENT BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON THE
ELIMINATION OF RACIAL DISCRIMINATION ON THE OCCASION OF
THE CONSIDERATION OF THE COMBINED TWENTY-FIFTH AND
TWENTY-SIXTH PERIODIC REPORTS

Delivered by: H.E. Ambassador Naser Al-Hayen, Head of Delegation and Permanent
Representative of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva
Mr. Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination,
Distinguished guests,

May the peace, mercy and blessings of God be upon you,

It is my honour, on behalf of the State of Kuwait, to present to your distinguished Committee its
combined twenty-fifth and twenty-sixth periodic reports on the implementation of the
International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and to convey
the State of Kuwait's appreciation for the vital responsibility discharged by the Committee in
overseeing the implementation of the Convention and advancing the values of equality, human
dignity and non-discrimination.

Our participation today reflects the State of Kuwait's steadfast commitment to constructive
engagement with the United Nations human rights mechanisms, foremost among them this
Committee, and gives effect to the voluntary pledges it made in connection with its membership
in the Human Rights Council for the period 2024-2026. We regard this review not merely as a
procedural obligation, but as an opportunity to present the progress achieved and to hear the
Committee's observations in a spirit of transparency, cooperation and constructive dialogue.
As the report under consideration was prepared several years ago, our delegation is keen to
provide an updated picture through 2026, highlighting developments in the legislative and
institutional framework and in public policy. The members of the delegation, each within their
respective area of competence, will present the data and details relevant to the list of themes,
thereby illustrating actual practice alongside the legal framework.

Mr. Chair,

Our dialogue takes place at a time when the world is witnessing a troubling erosion in the
effective realization of fundamental rights, a rise in hate speech and racist practices, and the
spread of manifestations of discrimination into spheres that should bring peoples together,
including global sporting events, to cite but one example.

This dialogue assumes particular significance against the backdrop of the exceptional security
circumstances facing the State of Kuwait. Since 28 February of this year, Kuwait has been
subjected to unlawful Iranian aggression, the effects of which have not been confined to
threatening its sovereignty, security and territorial integrity, but have extended to repeated and
deliberate attacks against civilian objects and critical infrastructure, foremost among them
Kuwait International Airport, electricity generation plants, and water distillation and desalination
facilities, as well as other civilian and vital installations on which the population relies in its daily
life. These attacks have damaged power-generation units, jeopardized the regular supply of
electricity and water and the movement of air traffic, and resulted in fatalities and injuries,
revealing a systematic pattern of aggression that places civilian lives and fundamental rights at
risk.

Notwithstanding the gravity of these attacks, State institutions have continued to operate
efficiently and have activated contingency plans to ensure the protection of all persons within its
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territory, citizens and residents alike, and the uninterrupted provision of electricity, water, health
care and public services without discrimination. These events are directly relevant to our
dialogue: attacks against the facilities that sustain access to water, energy, mobility and
essential services affect society as a whole, while those in situations of greatest vulnerability
bear the heaviest burden. The State of Kuwait therefore affirms that the protection of civilians
and civilian objects constitutes a single, indivisible legal and moral obligation that admits neither
selectivity nor double standards according to where a violation occurs or the identity of its
perpetrator or victims.

Mr. Chair,

Kuwait's approach rests upon firm constitutional foundations. Article 7 establishes justice, liberty
and equality as the pillars of society; article 29 affirms that all people are equal in human dignity
and before the law, without distinction on grounds of sex, origin, language or religion; article 35
guarantees freedom of belief and the observance of religious rites; and article 166 safeguards
access to the courts for all, thereby making equality a right protected by judicial guarantees.
Moreover, as article 70 provides that treaties acquire the force of law upon ratification and
publication, the Convention forms part of the domestic legal order.

This approach is consistent with the New Kuwait Vision 2035, which identifies strengthening the
State of Kuwait's international standing as a pillar of national development and aligns its
development path with its international commitments, foremost among them the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development, within a framework of comprehensive, human-centred
development grounded in the rule of law and equality of opportunity.

Decree-Law No. 75 of 2026 reorganized the National Diwan for Human Rights under the new
name of the National Human Rights Authority, strengthened its independence and enhanced
the effectiveness of its Board of Directors. A tripartite committee is currently overseeing its
operations pending the formation of a new Board. A Human Rights Department has also been
established within the Ministry of Interior, and an International Cooperation and Human Rights
Prosecution Office has been created, thereby supporting a more specialized national system
with enhanced capacity for monitoring, follow-up and response.

At the institutional level, the Permanent National Committee for the Preparation of Reports
and Follow-up on the Implementation of Human Rights Recommendations, chaired by the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, coordinates the preparation of reports and the follow-up to
recommendations. It holds regular consultations with civil society organizations, scientific and
academic institutions and the National Human Rights Authority. These efforts are accompanied
by strengthened training for judges, public prosecutors and law-enforcement personnel on
human rights principles and the obligations arising from international conventions.

Within the legislative framework, the State of Kuwait continues to implement a comprehensive
national plan to modernize its legislative system. In June 2026, it launched the plan's third phase
after completing the preceding phase ahead of schedule. This process has yielded reforms that
have strengthened the protection of women and the family, regulated the establishment of
places of worship and the exercise of freedom of belief, and advanced fairness in labour
relations. Decree-Law No. 19 of 2012 on the Protection of National Unity remains among the
laws most directly relevant to the Convention, as it criminalizes hate speech and sectarian, tribal
and racial incitement, including through electronic media.

With regard to contracted labour, national policy is grounded in article 22 of the Constitution,
which requires relations between workers and employers to be regulated on the basis of social
justice. In this context, Law No. 114 of 2024 concerning the Residence of Foreigners regulates
employment and residency arrangements and strengthens efforts to combat trafficking in
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residence permits, complementing the Anti-Trafficking in Persons Law and the National Strategy
for 2025-2028. The State also continues to develop contractual frameworks to enhance workers'
freedom to transfer employment and their right to retain their personal documents, and to update
mechanisms for compensation for occupational injuries.

As for domestic workers, they are protected by a legal and oversight framework encompassing
the receipt of complaints, the investigation of violations, the imposition of sanctions and referral
to the courts, alongside fully integrated shelters that provide legal, psychological and health
care, thereby safeguarding the dignity of domestic workers, women and men alike.

In the field of health, the measures governing health insurance for residents are intended to
strengthen the governance of services and improve the efficiency of the health system, while
upholding the constitutional commitment to guarantee the right to health and to provide basic
and emergency health care to all residents without discrimination.

The State accords particular attention to empowering women and young people, supporting
persons with disabilities and protecting children. Women constitute more than 58 per cent of the
public-sector workforce and hold approximately 28 per cent of senior leadership positions. The
composition of this delegation, which includes accomplished women and young professionals,
likewise reflects the State's conviction in their role in policymaking and national representation.
The State has also adopted national laws and strategies to protect children and advance the
rights of persons with disabilities.

Mr. Chair,

This introductory overview has sought to place before your distinguished Committee the broad
framework of the principal developments achieved since the submission of the report. During
the dialogue, members of the delegation will present, with clarity and objectivity, details
concerning their implementation and the relevant updated data.

In conclusion, we reaffirm the State of Kuwait's commitment to the provisions of the Convention
and its determination to continue developing its legislation and institutions and to benefit from
the Committee's observations and recommendations, within a framework of mutual respect and
objectivity and with due regard for the State's constitutional and legal particularities. We look
forward to a constructive dialogue that further advances the protection of human dignity, equality
and non-discrimination for all.

Thank you.
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CLOSING STATEMENT BY THE HEAD OF DELEGATION OF THE STATE
OF KUWAIT BEFORE THE COMMITTEE ON THE ELIMINATION OF
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION ON THE OCCASION OF THE
CONSIDERATION OF THE COMBINED TWENTY-FIFTH AND TWENTY -
SIXTH PERIODIC REPORTS

Delivered by: H.E. Ambassador Nasser Al-Hayen, Head of Delegation and Permanent
Representative of the State of Kuwait to the United Nations Office and other
international organizations in Geneva

Mr. Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Distinguished guests,

As we conclude this dialogue, | wish, on behalf of the State of Kuwait, to express our sincere
thanks and appreciation to the Chair of the Committee, the Country Rapporteur for Kuwait and
the distinguished members of the Committee for their questions and observations, and for the
transparent and engaging discussions. | also wish to convey our appreciation to the Committee
secretariat for its efforts in preparing for this review and facilitating its proceedings.

This dialogue has enabled the delegation of the State of Kuwait to present developments in the
national framework since the submission of the report and to provide clarifications concerning
the constitutional, legislative and institutional framework for combating racial discrimination,
protecting national unity, safeguarding freedom of belief and ensuring access to justice. It has
also provided an opportunity to explain measures relating to contracted and domestic workers,
combating trafficking in persons, health care, the empowerment of women, and the protection
of children and persons with disabilities.

While the State of Kuwait affirms that the progress achieved forms part of a continuing process
of development and review, it recognizes that protecting rights and advancing equality is a
cumulative undertaking that requires the modernization of legislation, the strengthening of
institutional capacity, greater awareness, and access to effective remedies for all who need
them. The State will continue to build upon its achievements, address any challenges that may
arise and draw upon relevant international experience and good practices.

In this regard, the State of Kuwait looks forward to the Committee's concluding observations
reflecting the full range of information and clarifications provided by the delegation during the
dialogue. We also trust that its recommendations will be objective, balanced and implementable,
will take due account of the State's constitutional and legal framework, and will remain closely
connected to the provisions and scope of the Convention, thereby enhancing their value and the
effectiveness of their follow-up.
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Amid the exceptional security circumstances it is currently facing, the State of Kuwait further
reaffirms its unwavering commitment to continue fulfilling its international obligations, protecting
citizens and residents, and providing them with essential services without discrimination,
grounded in the conviction that human dignity and the rule of law remain steadfast foundations
in times of stability and crisis alike.

Mr. Chair,

The delegation of the State of Kuwait concludes this dialogue with renewed determination to
continue its cooperation with your distinguished Committee and the broader United Nations
human rights mechanisms, and to translate that cooperation into practical national measures
that advance equality and protect human dignity. We look forward to continuing and further
strengthening our constructive cooperation with your distinguished Committee, grounded in
dialogue, mutual respect and objectivity. | reiterate my thanks to the members of the Committee
and its secretariat, as well as to the members of the delegation of the State of Kuwait for their
efforts, and wish the Committee every success in the discharge of its mandate.

Thank you.
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