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Dear Madam Chair,
Distinguished Committee Members,
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to address the Committee today.
I am speaking not only on behalf of the German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), but also — and this is a particular privilege — on behalf of my colleagues from the Higher Council for the Rights of Persons with Disabilities of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
And although the International Disability Alliance will present its own statement, this intervention has also been coordinated with IDA.
Last April, IDA and the governments of Jordan and Germany co-hosted the Global Disability Summit, the GDS, in Berlin. It is in this capacity — as a former GDS co-host — that I would like to share a few reflections with you today.
The GDS was created in 2017 with a clear objective:
to improve the lives of persons with disabilities, particularly in the Global South, by making international cooperation more disability-inclusive.
In other words, it seeks to advance the implementation of Article 32 as well as Article 11 of the Convention.
In this context, I would like to highlight two messages that, in the view of the three co-hosts, are particularly relevant for the Committee’s work.
First: Article 32 deserves greater attention.
International cooperation is essential to making disability rights a reality.
Yet too often, international cooperation and disability rights are still treated as separate policy fields.
Official Development Assistance is one key component of international cooperation, and in many countries of the Global South it has a significant impact on people’s living conditions.
Yet globally, only about 1 percent of development funding is dedicated to disability-specific interventions. Even when we apply broader criteria and look at the number of activities that target disability inclusion in some way or another, the figure reaches only about 6 percent.
Given the number of persons with disabilities worldwide—and the scale of their unmet needs—these figures are simply too low.
We know that the rights of persons with disabilities are too often overlooked in many areas of life. Unfortunately, this is also true in development cooperation.
Unlike other population groups or stakeholders, the voices of persons with disabilities are still too rarely heard in international cooperation.
This is precisely what the Global Disability Summit was created to change.
Through the GDS process, States, international organizations, and civil society actors have made a large number of commitments aimed at improving the lives of persons with disabilities in concrete ways.
The Summit has also helped launch important global initiatives—for example, on assistive technologies and on disability-inclusive cities.
In April 2025, the GDS presented the Amman-Berlin Declaration—a new instrument to support the implementation of Article 32.
Its core objective is simple but ambitious:
to ensure that 15 percent of development cooperation activities contribute to disability inclusion — “15 percent for the 15 percent.”
To date, 103 countries and organizations have endorsed the declaration or expressed their support.
This level of endorsement demonstrates strong political commitment.
But this brings me to my second point.
The application of Article 32 requires clear guidance.
The foundation of disability-inclusive development cooperation remains the Convention—and in particular Article 32.
During the drafting of the declaration, and in numerous discussions with governments, organizations of persons with disabilities, and NGOs, one issue became repeatedly apparent:
Stakeholders often interpret Article 32 in different ways.
Questions arise about its normative content, its relationship to other provisions and principles of the Convention, and even about the meaning of some of its key terms.
This lack of shared understanding makes implementation difficult.
For this reason, the GDS co-hosts see a clear—and urgent—need for guidance on this important provision.
We would therefore like to encourage the Committee to consider initiating a process that could lead to a guiding document on Article 32—one that is normatively meaningful and is developed through broad consultations, including with organizations of persons with disabilities.
Finally, let me conclude with one observation.
At the GDS in Berlin, more than 4,700 participants from over 160 countries came together. The discussions clearly demonstrated both the importance of—and the demand for—disability-inclusive international cooperation.
At a time when international solidarity and cooperation mechanisms are increasingly being questioned, strengthening this cooperation is more important than ever.
Thank you very much for your attention.

