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------------ 
Mr. Chairperson,
Members of the Committee
Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my honor to lead the Vietnamese Delegation at this 125th Session of the Human Rights Committee for Consideration of State Reports. First, I would like to thank the Chairperson -  Mr. Ahmed Amin FATHALLA and other Committee Members for having the Vietnamese Delegation at this Session, and look forward to having a successful meeting. 
The Vietnamese Delegation consists of representatives from 11 State agencies responsible for implementing the Covenant, namely, the Supreme People’s Court; the Supreme People’s Procuracy; the Government Office; the Ministry of Foreign Affairs; the Ministry of Public Security; the Ministry of Justice; the Ministry of Labor, War Invalids and Social Affairs; the Ministry of Information and Communications; the Committee for Ethnic Minority Affairs; and the Government Committee for Religious Affairs. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
As a nation which has gone through many wars, the consequences of which have not entirely been overcome, Vietnam understands well the true value of the peace, freedoms, self-determination, equality, justice and other human rights. That is why we have worked hard to promote and protect human rights in our national development process. Since the second reporting cycle, Vietnam has gone a long way to become internationally well-known for outstanding progressive reforms and positive changes in all aspects of life, many of which are stated in details in the Report - Document CCPR/C/VNM/3 and the Replies to the List of Issues - Document CCPR/C/VNM/Q/3/Add.1 submitted by Vietnam. These reforms and changes have taken place not only in the booming economic and commercial areas, but also in the even more difficult areas, such as law, justice, non-discrimination, governance, and the promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms. As a result, the material and spiritual life of more than 90 millions Vietnamese people has changed rapidly, with more prosperity and happiness. The reforms have taken place at all levels of the government to better serve the people, and civil servants have been trained and equipped with more appropriate knowledge and skills to perform their duties. Most importantly, all the reforms and changes in our country have been carried out in peace and with full support from the people.
Mr. Chairperson
Ladies and Gentlemen,	
We share the understanding that the promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms must be the goal of every nation’s development course; but we also understand that this goal cannot be achieved overnight. There are difficulties and challenges to overcome to reach it. Therefore, not only political commitments and concrete actions on the part of the government are needed, but the support, cooperation on the part of all concerned stakeholders, including international ones, as well as patience and the time are also crucial. With that, let me stress the followings:
Vietnam has integrated widely and deeply into the world and the region. Every year, Vietnam concludes or accedes to about 100 international treaties, which are the legal foundation for Vietnam’s national development and international cooperation. Various human rights related instruments are present in the list. For example, Vietnam has acceded recently to two more UN conventions on human rights: the CAT Convention and the CRPD Convention; and is studying in earnest international experiences and possibility of accession to other international human rights treaties, including the Convention 98 concerning the Application of the Principles of the Right to Organize and to Bargain Collectively, and the Convention 159 concerning Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment of Disabled Persons within the ILO framework.
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The new Treaty Law requires an implementation plan for every treaty to ensure that the treaty is honored in practice, and necessary actions, including legal changes, dissemination of the treaty contents, etc. to be taken for the successful implementation. For example, when Vietnam joined the CAT in 2015, the Prime Minister issued decision No 364 to adopt the CAT Implementation Plan. This practice also applies to the subsequent reporting cycles. For example, in 2014 the Prime Minister approved the Implementation Plan for the CRC Committee’s Concluding Observations and the Implementation Plan for the CEDAW Committee’s Concluding Observations in 2017. A similar implementation plan for the recent CAT Committee’s Concluding Observations is being developed. And, we will, certainly, do the same for this Committee’s Concluding Observations following this Session. All these efforts indicate the earnestness and goodwill on the part of the Government in implementing its international obligations. 
Mr. Chairperson
Ladies and Gentlemen,
For the ICCPR, the Government has recently assigned the Ministry of Justice as a lead coordinating agency in order to make sure that the Covenant is reflected in the legal system. All ICCPR provisions and the last 23 concluding observations of the Committee have been carefully studied, examined and used in the law-making process. The work has produced many concrete results. In 2013, the National Assembly of Vietnam adopted a new Constitution containing a number of important provisions on the promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms. Unlike before, under the new Constitution, human rights may be restricted only by law enacted by the National Assembly and only on the limited specified grounds and the restriction must be “necessary”. Since the new Constitution, Vietnam has reformed and enacted over 100 laws, including many important human rights related laws. 
In addition, the law-making process has been continuously improved to be transparent and efficient. For example, the draft law must be posted on the government websites for at least 60 days for public comments; there must be socio-economic impact assessment conducted; gender mainstreaming is required for legislative proposals; laws and regulations must be published on the Official Gazette, etc. 
Ladies and Gentlemen,
In recent years, Vietnam has given special attentions to the law implementation. The court system, for example, has been reformed and provided with better facilities and working conditions; judges training and qualifications have been enhanced; precedents have been newly introduced to ensure the uniform application of law; court rules on procedures have been reformed to reflect the new constitutional requirements, including the new “principle of adversary in court hearings be guaranteed”. Court judgements issued in the last two years can be found on the court website under the new legal rule. The legal profession has developed fast to reach 18,064 lawyers practicing in 2018, apart from hundreds of foreign lawyers working in Vietnam. For those who are in need, free legal aid services are provided by practicing lawyers or certified well-trained legal aid practitioners.
Last but not least, Vietnam has increasingly focused on disseminating legal information and legal education. We have the Law on Legal Dissemination, which works together with the Treaty Law to require all legal rules and treaty rules be fully and clearly disseminated to the people to ensure that the people know the rules, especially those on human rights promotion and protection. We are implementing a project to have human rights teaching class be a part of the educational program in all educational institutions by 2025.
Mr. Chairperson,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have worked hard and will work harder for the set goal of having “prosperous people, a powerful nation with a democratic, just and civilized society” in Vietnam. The works have produced important results. But, we know that there are more works to do, despite enormous difficulties and challenges, many of which are mentioned from paragraph 24 to 29 of the Document CCPR/C/VNM/3. 
With that in mind, I would like to encourage the esteemed Committee Members to look at the overall positive picture, the strong development trends and to share with Vietnam both the clear commitments, achievements and progresses gained, and the difficulties and challenges faced in the promotion and protection of human rights and freedoms in Vietnam. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
I would like to end my remarks by expressing my sincere gratitude to Mr. chairperson and the Committee Members and I look forward to having a constructive dialogue with you all.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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