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Ladies and gentlemen,
Thank you for this opportunity to share with you an update on UNDRR’s engagement in disability inclusive disaster risk reduction (DRR). Disability inclusive DRR is essential to efforts to reduce disaster risk in general and most importantly, to reduce the number of people killed and affected by disasters.
Since the adoption of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction by Member States in 2015, UNDRR has advocated for persons with disabilities and their leaders to be consulted and fully engaged in the development and implementation of national and local disaster risk reduction strategies. It is encouraging, therefore, that the current Chair of the UNDRR Support Group, Ecuador, has included the promotion of disability inclusive DRR as one of its priorities for its term (2020-2021).
In order to increase the awareness on disability inclusive DRR, UNDRR developed a narrative piece, blog and case studies on “Inclusion and Vulnerability” as part of a wider advocacy campaign on humanitarian action and DRR. 
UNDRR also participated actively in the following key events: 
· 2019 High Level Panel on International Day of Persons with Disabilities;
· 2019 Group of Friends to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities + Group of Friends to the Charter on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action; and
· 2020 UNOG Conference Session “Organizing accessible intergovernmental conferences”. 
Additionally, when organizing its own events, such as the Global and Regional Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction, UNDRR adheres to the organization’s internal disability inclusive meeting guidelines and makes accessibility and the participation of persons with disabilities key elements in the planning process, i.e. from the choice of venue to the design of the programme, setting aside a dedicated budget for accessibility technology and equipment, among others. This ensured and enhanced the participation of more than 120 persons with disabilities in the 2019 Global Platform.
In line with the key guiding principle of the Sendai Framework that disaster risk reduction requires an inclusive approach to risk-informed decision-making based on disaggregated data including by sex, age and disability, the UN Senior Leadership Group on Disaster Risk Reduction for Resilience reconfirmed their commitment to the UN Plan of Action in July 2019. They agreed that one of the four priorities for the DRR Focal Points Group would be “Promoting the Availability and Monitoring of Sex, Age and Disability Disaggregated Data”. This priority area has been integrated in the DRR Focal Points’ Group Work Plan for 2020. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Allow me to highlight some additional examples of our engagement on disability inclusive DRR, as follows:
· The UNDRR Regional Office for Africa hosted a special tsunami awareness training for African youth, with volunteers coming from the youth representatives of the local deaf school.
· Our Regional Office in the Asia Pacific also assisted the Disability inclusive DRR Network (DiDRRN) in Asia to produce a series of disaster preparedness quick guides for persons with disabilities. 
· In the Americas, our office is assisting in the development of guidelines and tools on inclusive local DRR plans which will be applied in 51 local governments in the greater metropolitan area of Santiago.  
UNDRR is fully committed to implementing the UN Disability Inclusion Strategy and has nominated a Focal Point within the organization for this important initiative. 
Although much has been achieved, we are very much aware that much more needs to be done to ensure that persons with disabilities are included in disaster planning and that their inclusion and participation is monitored and well supported. UNDRR looks forward to engaging with and supporting Member States and other stakeholders to work towards this common goal.
	Thank you.
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