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Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. An amendment to the Civil Code, implemented in 2002, removed parents’ “right of correction”, but this defence still exists in the Criminal Code (in force 2005) as the right to educate and the power to provide obedience, as article 232 punishes “whoever abuses the disciplinary power arising from the right of tutoring of a person under his/her care or to whom he/she has obligation to raise, educate, care, protect or teach an occupation or art”. Provisions against violence and abuse in the Criminal Code, the Law on Protection of the Family and the Law on Child Protection are not interpreted as prohibiting all corporal punishment of children. Ms Nimet Cubukcu, Minister for State Social Services, has signed up to the Council of Europe campaign against corporal punishment of children.
In research involving 1,800 children and young people aged 10-18 years in Istanbul, 23% reported experiencing physical punishment by their parents, more commonly for children under 14 than for older children.
 According to statistics from UNICEF relating to the period 2001-2007, of girls and women aged 15-49, 39% think that a husband is justified in hitting or beating his wife under certain circumstances.

Corporal punishment has been considered unlawful in schools since 1923, but there is no explicit prohibition and there has been some controversy as to its legal status. Law No. 1702 punishes ill-treatment of students by warning and censure (article 20) and beating students by deduction from salary (article 22); the Law on Promotion, Appreciation and Punishment for Primary School Teachers No. 4357 (article 7), the Law on Promotion and Punishment for Secondary School Teachers (articles 20-22 and 27) and State Personnel Law No. 657 provide for punitive measures against teachers who use physical or psychological violence against children. However, in April 2008, an investigation by the Education Ministry into the use of corporal punishment by a school principal reportedly concluded that corporal punishment has an educational value.
 The investigator reportedly cited an Administrative Supreme Court ruling in 1978 which supported corporal punishment by teachers, but did not cite not a 2005 ruling against it.

In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime. It is considered unlawful as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions, though we have yet to confirm prohibition is explicit.

There is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment in alternative care settings. 

In 2001, following examination of the state party’s initial report, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern at the legality of corporal punishment in the home and the poor implementation of the supposed ban in schools and recommended measures to address these (CRC/C/15/Add.152, paras. 47 and 48). In 2005, the European Committee of Social Rights found the situation in Turkey to be not in conformity with article 17 of the European Social Charter because corporal punishment in the home is not prohibited (Conclusions XVII-2).
We hope the Committee Against Torture will ask the Government of Turkey to clarify beyond doubt the legal status of corporal punishment in schools and penal institutions and recommend as a matter of priority prohibition of corporal punishment of children in the home, alternative care settings and, if appropriate, schools and penal institutions.
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