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The following organisations submitted comments on the Australian Government’s draft report. 
Australian Human Rights Commission
Australian Lawyers for Human Rights 
Child Rights Taskforce and UNICEF 
Children and Young People with Disability Australia
Disability Discrimination Legal Service
Julie Phillips – Disability Advocate
Law Council of Australia
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[bookmark: _Toc503853861]Legislation and implementation
	Jurisdiction
	Legislation and other measures to bringing domestic laws and practice into conformity with the principles and provisions of the Convention

	Commonwealth
	The Human Rights (Parliamentary Scrutiny) Act 2011 requires nearly all legislation introduced into the Australian Parliament be accompanied by a Statement of Human Rights Compatibility. 

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Human Rights Act 2004 incorporates provisions of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) into ACT law. It also requires the Attorney-General to prepare a Statement of Human Rights Compatibility for each Bill presented to the Legislative Assembly by a Minister.

	New South Wales
	In 2001, the Standing Committee on Law and Justice undertook an enquiry into whether it is appropriate and in the public interest to enact a statutory New South Wales Bill of Rights.
The Committee found that it was not in the public interest for the New South Wales government to enact a statutory Bill of Rights but that a Scrutiny of Legislation Committee similar to the Senate Scrutiny of Bills Committee should be established. 

	Northern Territory
	In May 2017, the Legislative Assembly established the Social Policy Scrutiny Committee to inquire and report on whether any matter or any bill referred to the committee has sufficient regard to the rights and liberties of individuals.

	Queensland
	On 3 December 2015, the Legislative Assembly directed the Legal Affairs and Community Safety Committee to inquire into whether it is appropriate and desirable to legislate for a Human Rights Act in Queensland, other than through a constitutionally entrenched model.
The Committee was undecided with government members supporting a human rights act in Queensland and non-government members of the opposite view. 

	Tasmania
	The rights of children in Tasmania are protected by legislation, including the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997, promoting the care and protection of children and young people, and the Anti-Discrimination Act 1998.

	Victoria
	The Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006, which took effect on 1 January 2007, is derived from the ICCPR.

	Western Australia
	In May 2007, the Western Australian government appointed a Consultation Committee for a Proposed Human Rights Act. The Committee concluded that a Western Australian Human Rights Act as an ordinary Act of Parliament would contribute to an increased awareness of, and concern for, human rights in Western Australia. At the time, the government awaited the outcome of Commonwealth consultation on this issue. Legislation surrounding a Human Rights Bill has not been presented to the Western Australian Parliament to date.
The Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2006 established the role of the Commission and outlines the Functions of the office.  In performing the functions, the Commissioner must in Section 20 (1) (a-g)
(a) give priority to, and have special regard to, the interests and needs of (i) Aboriginal children and young people and Torres Strait Islander children and young people; and (ii) children and young people who are vulnerable or disadvantaged for any reason; (b) have regard to the United Nations Conventions on the Rights of the Child.


[bookmark: _Toc503853862]Independent Monitoring
	Jurisdiction
	Independent Children’s Commissioner and/or monitoring body

	Commonwealth
	National Children’s Commissioner 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner

	Australian Capital Territory
	Public Advocate and Children & Young People Commissioner. This is an independent statutory office, meaning it is funded by government but is independent from government.

	New South Wales
	Advocate for Children and Young People (ACYP). The ACYP is an independent statutory appointment overseen by the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Children and Young People. The ACYP promotes the safety, welfare, well-being and voice of children and young people aged 0-24 (or 2.4 million children and young people under its legal remit). The budget for the ACYP in 2017/18 is $3.6 million. 
The Children’s Guardian is an independent statutory appointment who supports organisations to be safe for children through a number of functions as set out in subsection 181(1) of the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998. This includes accrediting and monitoring non‑government agencies that provide out of home care, maintaining the Carers Register and administering the Working with Children Check. The Guardian is oversighted by the Parliamentary Joint Committee on Children and Young People in relation to the administration of the Working With Children Check. The Office of the Children’s Guardian has a total expenses budget of $33.78 million in 2017-18.

	Northern Territory
	Northern Territory Children’s Commissioner

	Queensland
	Queensland Family and Child Commission (Principal Commissioner and Commissioner)
Public Guardian
Queensland Family and Child Commission – one of the Commissioners must be Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander

	South Australia
	Commissioner for Children and Young People

	Tasmania
	Commissioner for Children and Young People

	Victoria
	Principal Commissioner for Children and Young People
Commissioner for Aboriginal Children and Young People

	Western Australia
	Commissioner for Children and Young People
Part 4 Section 25 of the Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2006 requires that, except as provided in this Act, the Commissioner is not subject to direction by the Minister or any other person in the performance of the Commissioner’s functions. The Commissioner has no specific role in monitoring of military schools or the military.
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to assist parents of children with disability 

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory government previously funded and delivered centre based respite services for children and adults with a disability through Short Term Accommodation previously referred to as ‘centre based respite.’ Short Term Accommodation was provided for children and young people with disability by two centres (Marymead and DUO). The government also directly provided respite for children and young people with disability through two centres (Kesse; and Teen). Respite services continue to be available to eligible National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) participants following  the Australian Capital Territory’s transition to the NDIS. In addition, support is also provided to families who are in the process of being assessed for assistance through the NDIS.
In conjunction with the provision of access to Early Childhood Education and Care, the Children’s Services Program provides a Territory wide intensive Parenting Support Program. This Parenting Support Program aims to provide evidenced based individual and group based interventions to parents (and legal guardians) who are requiring assistance to manage the behaviours of their child/ren with a focus on building positive relationships. The Parenting Support Program has the option to provide flexible service provision, including focusing on children with special needs if required.

	Queensland
	The Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services has a number of services and programs to assist parents and carers in their ability to care and provide for children in their care.  These services include in-home accommodation support; Community Access (learning and life skills development, recreation and holiday programs); Community Support (therapy supports for individuals, early childhood intervention, behaviour/specialist intervention, counselling, case management, local coordination and development); and Respite (own home respite, respite homes, host family respite and flexible respite).  

	South Australia
	The Women’s and Children’s Hospital provide information on measures to assist parents of children with disability  programs and deliver a Commonwealth funded program (My Time) that supports parents and carers of children with a disability. Parents of children with acquired or congenital disability are provided advice and support from the health system in caring for their child’s needs and referred on to disability providers for ongoing therapy and support.
The Department for Communities and Social Inclusion (DCSI)’s Child and Youth Services (CYS) provides a range of individualised supports to children with disability and their families. These include:
· multidisciplinary therapy support for the child and family within the home environment
· assistance for parents with inclusion and participation of the child within community settings (i.e. child care centres, playgroups, kindergarten or school)
· parent education (individually or in a group)
· specialist case management support for families with complex needs (i.e. where the parent has health, socioeconomic, mental health or disability issues and may have difficulty in engaging with services or managing caring demands)
· specialist advice for parents on key developmental issues, and
· support to access respite services.
These services were previously funded by the State government; however, they are now provided for under the NDIS on a fee for service basis. CYS is a registered service provider under the NDIS.
The Department for Education and Child Development (DECD)’s Special Education Resource Unit (SERU) provides direct services to children with physical disabilities. The Conductive Education program is available to parents of pre-school age children. An early intervention program is also provided one day a week at a school site. SERU provides an Early Intervention Service for children who are deaf and hard of hearing. Teachers provide a home service to parents when a child has a hearing loss to support families on how best to support their child. SERU has a resource centre that can provide advice and resources for families when a child has a learning difficulty or disability. All services that are accessible to parents/carers are free. In 2017, DECD launched a new initiative, Parent Forums to strengthen the relationship between families and the department. The forums are held once a term for parents and/or carers of students with disability and/or additional learning needs. The aim is to engage with parents and carers about services and supports; to share information about state and national reform agendas, and changes to policy and programs; and to seek ideas and feedback from parents/carers.
A Negotiated Education Plan (NEP) is currently used in South Australian government schools to engage with parents, carers and guardians, to document the strengths and learning needs of students with disability. The single online plan will include the student’s educational aims/goals linked to curriculum frameworks. It will follow the student through their schooling, reducing the need for parents to retell their story, ensure continuity of support and a more timely transfer of information between schools.

	Victoria
	Early Childhood Intervention Services (ECIS) support children with a disability or developmental delay from birth to school entry, and their families. ECIS provides special education, therapy, counselling, service planning and coordination and assistance and support to access services such as kindergarten and child care.
Flexible Support Packages aim to improve the lives of children from birth to school entry with a disability or developmental delay and eligible for ECIS through the provision of short-term assistance. This targeted, time-limited support is identified in their ECIS Family Service and Support Plan and provides funding to help families address unmet needs.
The Preschool Field Officer (PSFO) Program enhances the capacity of state-funded kindergartens to provide for the access and meaningful participation of children with additional needs. 
Kindergarten Inclusion Support Packages build the capacity of funded kindergartens to support the access and participation of children with a disability and high support needs or complex medical needs. For further information: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/needs/Pages/default.aspx 
The Strengthening Parent Support Program assists parents and carers who have a child with a disability or developmental delay to connect with other families and the community.  This program aims to promote the independence and healthy development of families with children aged 0-18 years with a disability or developmental delay by providing opportunities for parents in similar situations to meet on a regular basis for support, advice, referral, networking opportunities and information sharing. For further information: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/support/Pages/familyservices.aspx.
The Program for Students with Disabilities provides schools with supplementary resources for a defined group of students who have disabilities with high needs. Program objectives include student learning, engagement and wellbeing and student pathways and transition.
The Language and Learning Disabilities Support Program provides schools with resources to support the delivery of teaching and learning programs for students with autism, dyslexia, language or other learning disabilities.
The Schoolcare Program assists Victorian government school staff with specialist training in delivering interventional medical care to students while they’re at school. 
Medical intervention support provides funds to schools where education support staff have completed specific training to support a student’s medical needs. This training may be provided through local health service providers, disability support organisations or the Schoolcare Program.
Abilities Based Learning and Education Support (ABLES) can support the teaching and learning of students with disabilities and additional needs, providing teachers with resources to assess, monitor and respond to a student’s abilities.
Equipment grants are available for students with visual impairment. Grants are used to help schools purchase specialised equipment essential to a student’s access to learning. For further information: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/participation/Pages/studentswithdisability.aspx\



(a) Family and/or child allowances, conditional cash transfer systems; 
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Source: The Department of Social Services. Provided September 2017. 
(b) Health services, in particular primary health services[footnoteRef:1];  [1: Refer to: http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129557188 ] 

	
Table 1: PBS Expenditure for prescriptions supplied from 1 July 2009 to 30 June 2016 to patients aged 0 to 17 years (under 18 years old)

	
	
	
	

	Supply Financial Year
	PBS Cost to Government
	Percentage of total PBS cost to Government
	

	2009-10
	$160,979,842
	2.1%
	

	2010-11
	$166,242,053
	2.1%
	

	2011-12
	$171,222,706
	2.0%
	

	2012-13
	$175,618,019
	2.1%
	

	2013-14
	$185,142,156
	2.1%
	

	2014-15
	$206,221,542
	2.3%
	

	2015-16
	$243,481,578
	2.3%
	

	
	
	
	

	Table 2: PBS government cost for patients aged under 18 years was over 2 per cent of total PBS government cost for financial years 2009-10 to 2015-16.
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	Table 3 : Medicare Primary Care* Services for patients aged 0-17 years of age : Benefit Paid ($) 

	non-referred (GP) attendances, Allied health, Optometry and  GP referred/rendered Pathology and Diagnostic Imaging

	
	
	Calendar year of processing

	Broad type of service
	Referral specialty*
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016

	Diagnostic Imaging
	GP/OMP referred
	73,003,437
	82,307,026
	84,884,661
	87,004,705

	Pathology Collection Items
	GP/OMP referred
	8,086,500
	8,617,127
	9,615,758
	9,559,484

	Pathology Tests
	GP/OMP referred
	71,022,950
	77,181,247
	83,356,547
	84,925,939

	Non-referred attendances - Enhanced Primary Care
	all services
	79,232,934
	92,894,789
	101,996,180
	96,832,179

	Non-referred attendances - Other
	all services
	25,291,449
	27,288,834
	31,389,808
	33,055,796

	Non-referred attendances - Practice Nurse Items
	all services
	2,008,105
	2,271,214
	2,376,509
	1,846,038

	Non-referred attendances GP/VR GP
	all services
	780,536,215
	827,374,427
	892,456,062
	920,753,422

	Optometry
	all services
	48,942,898
	52,646,947
	47,466,892
	50,236,693

	Other Allied Health
	all services
	94,614,128
	103,207,454
	113,789,124
	123,151,987

	Total
	Total
	1,182,738,618
	1,273,789,064
	1,367,331,540
	1,407,366,243

	* Non referred (GP) Attendances, Allied Health (inc optometry); and for Pathology & Diagnostic  Imaging  includes GP referred services and GP rendered services

	patient age at date of service. ref:Q20905


	
	
	
	
	





(c) Early childhood development (care and education); 
	
Table 3A.3
	
Total government real expenditure on Early Childhood Education and Care (2015-16 dollars) ($000) (a), (b), (c)  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Aus
Gov
	State and Territory governments
	All
govt

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	NSW (d)
	Vic
	Qld (e)
	WA (f)
	SA
	Tas (g)
	ACT 
	NT
	Total
	

	2006-07
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent 
expenditure
	2 887 573
	 203 060
	 165 968
	 166 879
	 79 859
	 119 497
	 29 802
	 27 368
	 35 094
	 827 526
	3 715 099

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 2 144
	–
	 6 863
	 7 909
	 1 788
	 5 831
	  260
	 3 949
	  575
	 27 174
	 29 318

	
	Total expenditure
	2 889 716
	 203 060
	 172 831
	 174 788
	 81 646
	 125 328
	 30 061
	 31 317
	 35 669
	 854 700
	3 744 417

	2007-08
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	3 161 617
	 200 529
	 182 814
	 82 659
	 84 263
	 122 017
	 30 680
	 28 855
	 34 955
	 766 771
	3 928 388

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 10 100
	 2 274
	 16 264
	 6 806
	 3 220
	 2 637
	  318
	 2 202
	  244
	 33 965
	 44 065

	
	Total expenditure
	3 171 717
	 202 803
	 199 078
	 89 465
	 87 483
	 124 654
	 30 998
	 31 056
	 35 199
	 800 736
	3 972 453

	2008-09
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	4 428 090
	 214 193
	 180 260
	 86 144
	 138 594
	 120 522
	 32 721
	 29 396
	 35 171
	 837 002
	5 265 092

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 1 228
	 1 735
	 16 102
	 5 053
	 2 779
	 5 494
	  239
	 12 161
	  162
	 43 726
	 44 954

	
	Total expenditure
	4 429 318
	 215 928
	 196 362
	 91 196
	 141 373
	 126 016
	 32 960
	 41 558
	 35 334
	 880 728
	5 310 046

	2009-10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	4 311 081
	 245 471
	 197 482
	 90 107
	 170 302
	 128 044
	 32 974
	 29 881
	 39 609
	 933 869
	5 244 951

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 37 967
	 3 233
	 22 861
	 24 480
	 43 955
	 14 376
	  195
	 1 908
	 5 316
	 116 324
	 154 292

	
	Total expenditure
	4 349 049
	 248 703
	 220 344
	 114 586
	 214 258
	 142 419
	 33 168
	 31 789
	 44 926
	1 050 194
	5 399 242

	2010-11
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	4 657 897
	 241 746
	 209 358
	 112 741
	 218 531
	 132 404
	 35 975
	 29 937
	 48 407
	1 029 099
	5 686 996

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 5 328
	  356
	 47 876
	 61 622
	 44 625
	 4 978
	  249
	 1 011
	 1 904
	 162 621
	 167 949

	
	Total expenditure
	4 663 225
	 242 102
	 257 234
	 174 363
	 263 156
	 137 382
	 36 224
	 30 948
	 50 310
	1 191 719
	5 854 944

	2011-12
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	5 048 035
	 255 674
	 217 857
	 147 704
	 266 354
	 142 650
	 41 209
	 33 016
	 52 947
	1 157 410
	6 205 445

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 32 241
	–
	 43 154
	 100 935
	 34 361
	 4 729
	  810
	 11 029
	  491
	 195 510
	 227 751

	
	Total expenditure
	5 080 276
	 255 674
	 261 012
	 248 639
	 300 715
	 147 379
	 42 019
	 44 045
	 53 438
	1 352 920
	6 433 196

	2012-13
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	5 624 930
	 265 026
	 265 512
	 183 377
	 287 003
	 157 907
	 44 428
	 34 627
	 57 085
	1 294 964
	6 919 894

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 23 215
	–
	 46 078
	 45 918
	 32 500
	 21 189
	  153
	 24 931
	 2 084
	 172 852
	 196 067

	
	Total expenditure
	5 648 145
	 265 026
	 311 589
	 229 296
	 319 503
	 179 095
	 44 581
	 59 558
	 59 169
	1 467 817
	7 115 962

	2013-14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure (h)
	
	
	
	6 430 560
	 245 307
	 320 745
	 213 059
	 277 002
	 158 161
	 47 441
	 36 391
	 56 243
	1 354 351
	7 784 911

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 19 547
	na
	 22 720
	 35 904
	 28 618
	 16 244
	  154
	 12 642
	 23 555
	 139 837
	 159 384

	
	Total expenditure (h)
	6 450 107
	 245 307
	 343 466
	 248 963
	 306 654
	 174 405
	 47 595
	 49 033
	 79 798
	1 495 222
	7 945 329

	2014-15
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	 
	 
	 
	7 245 138
	 254 926
	 334 680
	 241 404
	 302 465
	 170 949
	 49 915
	 40 018
	 54 713
	1 449 070
	8 694 209

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 26 655
	–
	 7 836
	 7 232
	 19 154
	 1 986
	  355
	 4 007
	 1 425
	 41 994
	 68 649

	
	Total expenditure
	7 271 793
	 254 926
	 342 516
	 248 635
	 321 619
	 172 935
	 50 269
	 44 026
	 56 138
	1 491 065
	8 762 858

	2015-16 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Recurrent expenditure
	
	
	
	7 439 998
	 307 987
	 362 102
	 237 925
	 321 413
	 183 460
	 50 324
	 41 281
	 52 570
	1 557 062
	8 997 059

	
	Net capital expenditure
	 9 673
	–
	 12 594
	 15 803
	 16 437
	 15 768
	  49
	 3 407
	 7 633
	 71 691
	 81 364

	 
	Total expenditure
	7 449 671
	 307 987
	 374 696
	 253 728
	 337 851
	 199 228
	 50 373
	 44 688
	 60 203
	1 628 754
	9 078 425

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	(a) Time series financial data are adjusted to 2015-16 dollars using the General Government Final Consumption Expenditure (GGFCE) chain price deflator (201516 = 100). See table 2A.48 and chapter 2 for more information.

	
	(b) Australian Government data exclude Australian Government financial contributions to the State and Territory governments under the National Partnership Agreement on Universal Access to Early Childhood Education (NP UAECE). Funding allocated through the  NP UAECE is reported by the State and Territory governments. NP UAECE funding is also separately reported in table 3A.6.

	
	(c) Recurrent expenditure also includes one-off, non-capital payments to peak agencies who support child care and preschool service providers.

	
	(d) For New South Wales, financial support to families was incorporated into other recurrent expenditure from 2009-10.

	
	(e) Queensland expenditure on State preschools in 2006-07 only includes six months data. The reduction in expenditure in 2007-08 is due to the cessation of preschool and the introduction of the Preparatory Year in Queensland from 2007. Preparatory Year data are included in data on school children. From 200910 Queensland net capital expenditure for preschools includes capital grant and construction costs for universal access programs and the child care component includes capital grants to non-government agencies.

	
	(f) Data for WA exclude expenditure on non-government preschools up to and including 2008-09. 

	
	(g) Tasmanian preschool administrative expenditure includes teacher salaries as all government preschools have teachers employed by the State Government, and also includes funding for non-government preschools. Payroll tax has been excluded from 2009-10. 

	
	(h) Due to machinery of Government changes, only 9.5 months of departmental expenses are included in 201314 Australian Government recurrent and total expenditure and, therefore, all government recurrent and total expenditure. Departmental expenses are a small component of recurrent expenditure. 

	
	na Not available. – Nil or rounded to zero.
	
	

	Source: 
	Australian, State and Territory governments unpublished; tables 3A.4 and 3A.5.



Current arrangements for funding for preschool in Australia
	National Partnership ($m)
	NSW
	VIC
	QLD
	WA
	SA
	TAS
	NT
	ACT
	Total

	2008-2013
NP ECE
	$278.6
	$210.6
	$252.0
	$98.4
	$65.4
	$20.4
	$15.9
	$13.2
	$955.0

	2013-2014
NP UAECE
	$212.2
	$158.1
	$137.2
	$70.8
	$44.1
	$14.6
	$8.3
	$10.4
	$655.6

	2015
NP UAECE
	$129.4
	$97.4
	$85.6
	$44.6
	$27.0
	$8.8
	$4.9
	$6.7
	$404.5

	2016-2017
NP UAECE
	$269.0
	$204.2
	$175.8
	$93.7
	$55.4
	$17.2
	$10.3
	$14.4
	$840.0

	Total Funding
	$889.2
	$670.3
	$650.5
	$307.5
	$191.9
	$61.0
	$39.4
	$44.7
	$2 855.1



(d) Education (primary, secondary), vocational education and training, special education; 
Operating expenditure on education by all levels of general government increased by $3,286m (3.9%), from $84,571m in 2014-15 to $87,857m in 2015-16. Total expenditure on education by the Commonwealth Government was $32,312m, with expenditure by the state and local governments totalling $58,352m[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Australian Bureau of Statistics, Government Finance Statistics, Education, Australia, 2015-16. Available at: http://www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/5518.0.55.001] 

Of the total operating expenditure on education in 2015-16, $45,236m (51.5%) was spent on primary and secondary education and $31,643m (36.0%) on tertiary education (higher education and vocational education). Employee expenses of $45,235m accounted for 51.5% of total educational expenses with the remaining 48.5% being on non-employee expenses ($19,855m), depreciation ($3,988m), and transfer expenses ($18,780m).

[image: ]
Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Government Finance Statistics, Education, Australia, 2015-16. Cat. No. 5518.0.55.001. 



(e) Child protection measures, including prevention of violence, child labour, sexual exploitation, rehabilitation programmes.

	[bookmark: RANGE!A1]Table 16A.1
	State and Territory government real recurrent expenditure on child protection, out-of-home care, intensive family support and family support services (2015-16 dollars) (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f), (g), (h), (i), (j), (k), (l), (m), (n)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Unit
	2006-07
	2007-08
	2008-09
	2009-10
	2010-11
	2011-12
	2012-13
	2013-14
	2014-15
	2015-16

	Total real expenditure
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Child protection services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	 305 975
	 345 161
	 306 387
	 410 629
	 390 779
	 329 674
	 381 216
	 407 602
	 393 361
	 421 254

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	 136 191
	 144 847
	 167 848
	 176 253
	 183 979
	 196 188
	 194 085
	 195 440
	 204 540
	 227 102

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	 203 506
	 235 786
	 260 976
	 264 596
	 321 269
	 326 133
	 322 746
	 309 007
	 322 557
	 345 765

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	 39 573
	 49 905
	 60 008
	 70 285
	 72 814
	 119 899
	 150 348
	 153 052
	 157 922
	 157 586

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	 38 842
	 42 348
	 42 184
	 43 550
	 43 656
	 53 798
	 54 368
	 50 419
	 47 750
	 25 326

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	 16 877
	 19 720
	 22 320
	 22 916
	 21 329
	 24 284
	 22 121
	 21 696
	 19 757
	 16 376

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	 13 925
	 12 123
	 12 778
	 12 394
	 11 107
	 12 612
	 12 504
	 12 120
	 14 199
	 14 995

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	 10 953
	 13 863
	 17 946
	 21 651
	 33 715
	 43 921
	 67 394
	 36 499
	 36 295
	 31 515

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	 765 841
	 863 754
	 890 448
	1 022 274
	1 078 648
	1 106 510
	1 204 782
	1 185 835
	1 196 381
	1 239 920

	
	Out-of-home care services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	 463 980
	 567 103
	 649 940
	 734 844
	 762 308
	 794 470
	 803 825
	 826 900
	 913 037
	1 028 837

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	 254 036
	 270 863
	 310 091
	 334 741
	 359 224
	 374 485
	 390 355
	 416 281
	 454 759
	 492 066

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	 334 901
	 355 770
	 363 506
	 382 267
	 402 021
	 421 800
	 431 895
	 434 215
	 457 013
	 466 133

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	 113 210
	 149 011
	 182 214
	 198 493
	 223 496
	 207 055
	 223 166
	 233 922
	 252 218
	 251 294

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	 93 000
	 104 447
	 117 612
	 132 742
	 144 449
	 150 789
	 163 901
	 186 153
	 225 841
	 290 029

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	 36 687
	 31 704
	 30 304
	 37 547
	 42 589
	 42 265
	 43 991
	 48 924
	 47 925
	 52 246

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	 23 781
	 23 645
	 23 798
	 24 044
	 30 341
	 28 594
	 31 970
	 34 533
	 35 176
	 36 648

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	 24 408
	 33 087
	 40 956
	 46 060
	 52 014
	 59 829
	 80 171
	 85 591
	 102 690
	 111 615

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	1 344 003
	1 535 630
	1 718 420
	1 890 737
	2 016 441
	2 079 286
	2 169 274
	2 266 520
	2 488 660
	2 728 868

	
	Intensive family support services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	 24 424
	 24 407
	 162 751
	 162 536
	 178 146
	 244 183
	 155 490
	 155 400
	 170 284
	 175 019

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	 28 497
	 50 538
	 63 478
	 65 785
	 65 854
	 67 142
	 75 866
	 82 034
	 86 508
	 95 236

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	 65 411
	 74 404
	 70 428
	 69 937
	 32 754
	 35 295
	 42 338
	 42 435
	 70 277
	 81 373

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	 3 986
	 4 333
	 4 573
	 7 788
	 7 785
	 29 258
	 8 947
	 9 220
	 10 138
	 10 008

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	 2 148
	 2 125
	 9 761
	 9 865
	 9 725
	 9 905
	 11 525
	 14 538
	 13 284
	 9 365

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	  222
	  258
	 2 672
	 4 782
	 5 052
	 6 159
	 7 570
	 8 086
	 8 350
	 6 820

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	 1 313
	 1 749
	 1 738
	 1 746
	 1 538
	 1 468
	 1 007
	  849
	  967
	 2 701

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	  531
	  553
	  844
	  570
	  558
	  562
	  575
	na
	na
	  105

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	 126 531
	 158 366
	 316 244
	 323 009
	 301 411
	 393 971
	 303 318
	 312 562
	 359 808
	 380 626

	
	Family support services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 151 898
	 129 012
	 117 970
	 111 761
	 114 080

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 100 260
	 110 888
	 117 019
	 126 820
	 143 950

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 61 071
	 59 724
	 59 990
	 31 943
	 47 502

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 38 773
	 41 821
	 42 175
	 39 046
	 41 394

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 11 167
	 11 556
	 11 704

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 5 937
	 5 062
	 5 483
	 5 454
	 5 930

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 2 982
	 2 919
	 2 469
	 2 660
	 2 533

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 2 020
	 37 019
	 45 252
	 42 600
	 41 357

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 362 941
	 386 444
	 401 524
	 371 840
	 408 451

	
	Child protection and out-of-home care services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	 769 954
	 912 264
	 956 327
	1 145 473
	1 153 087
	1 124 144
	1 185 041
	1 234 502
	1 306 398
	1 450 091

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	 390 226
	 415 710
	 477 939
	 510 994
	 543 203
	 570 673
	 584 440
	 611 720
	 659 299
	 719 168

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	 538 407
	 591 556
	 624 482
	 646 861
	 723 289
	 747 933
	 754 642
	 743 223
	 779 570
	 811 898

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	 152 782
	 198 916
	 242 222
	 268 778
	 296 310
	 326 954
	 373 515
	 386 973
	 410 140
	 408 880

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	 131 842
	 146 796
	 159 795
	 176 292
	 188 106
	 204 587
	 218 269
	 236 572
	 273 591
	 315 356

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	 53 563
	 51 424
	 52 624
	 60 463
	 63 917
	 66 550
	 66 111
	 70 621
	 67 682
	 68 622

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	 37 706
	 35 769
	 36 575
	 36 438
	 41 447
	 41 207
	 44 474
	 46 653
	 49 375
	 51 642

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	 35 361
	 46 950
	 58 902
	 67 710
	 85 729
	 103 750
	 147 565
	 122 090
	 138 985
	 143 130

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	2 109 843
	2 399 385
	2 608 868
	2 913 009
	3 095 089
	3 185 797
	3 374 057
	3 452 355
	3 685 040
	3 968 788

	
	
Child protection, out-of-home care and intensive family support services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	 794 378
	 936 671
	1 119 078
	1 308 009
	1 331 233
	1 368 327
	1 340 530
	1 389 902
	1 476 681
	1 625 110

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	 418 724
	 466 248
	 541 416
	 576 779
	 609 058
	 637 815
	 660 306
	 693 755
	 745 807
	 814 404

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	 603 818
	 665 960
	 694 911
	 716 798
	 756 044
	 783 228
	 796 979
	 785 657
	 849 846
	 893 271

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	 156 768
	 203 248
	 246 795
	 276 566
	 304 095
	 356 212
	 382 461
	 396 194
	 420 279
	 418 888

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	 133 990
	 148 921
	 169 556
	 186 157
	 197 830
	 214 492
	 229 795
	 251 111
	 286 875
	 324 721

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	 53 785
	 51 682
	 55 296
	 65 245
	 68 970
	 72 708
	 73 681
	 78 707
	 76 031
	 75 443

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	 39 019
	 37 518
	 38 313
	 38 183
	 42 985
	 42 674
	 45 481
	 47 502
	 50 342
	 54 343

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	 35 892
	 47 502
	 59 746
	 68 281
	 86 287
	 104 312
	 148 140
	 122 090
	 138 985
	 143 235

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	2 236 374
	2 557 751
	2 925 112
	3 236 018
	3 396 500
	3 579 768
	3 677 374
	3 764 917
	4 044 846
	4 349 415

	Child protection, out-of-home care, intensive family support services and family support services

	
	
	NSW
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	1 520 225
	1 469 542
	1 507 872
	1 588 443
	1 739 190

	
	
	Vic
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 738 075
	 771 194
	 810 773
	 872 627
	 958 354

	
	
	Qld
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 844 299
	 856 703
	 845 647
	 881 789
	 940 773

	
	
	WA
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 394 985
	 424 283
	 438 370
	 459 325
	 460 282

	
	
	SA
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 214 492
	 229 795
	 262 277
	 298 431
	 336 425

	
	
	Tas
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 78 645
	 78 743
	 84 189
	 81 488
	 81 373

	
	
	ACT
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 45 656
	 48 400
	 49 971
	 53 002
	 56 876

	
	
	NT
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	 106 332
	 185 159
	 167 342
	 181 585
	 184 593

	
	
	Australia
	
	$’000
	na
	na
	na
	na
	na
	3 942 709
	4 063 820
	4 166 441
	4 416 689
	4 757 866



Source: Source: Productivity Commission. (2017). Report on Government Services 2017: Chapter 16, Child Protective Services, Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra. Table 16.A. 

This graph does not include funding specifically allocated for rehabilitation programs. 
[bookmark: _Toc503853864]Training and awareness-raising
	Jurisdiction
	Human rights Training

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory Human Rights Commission provides introductory training sessions on the Human Rights Act 2004 which are available to Australian Capital Territory Public authorities and to the Australian Capital Territory community sector. The Commission also provides tailored human rights training to agencies on request. Human rights training is provided to Australian Capital Territory Police during the recruit training phase. Specific training and awareness-raising in relation to children is provided during the Sexual Assault Investigations Program, the Interviewing Vulnerable Witness Program; and the Human Trafficking Investigations Program.

	New South Wales
	New South Wales teachers and childcare workers are not required to undertake mandatory training specifically on human rights. However, all New South Wales accredited teaching degrees include content related to cultural rights and the rights of children with a disability.

	Northern Territory
	Social Workers employed by Territory Families are made aware of the Convention on the Rights of the Child in their Pre-Service Training.

	Queensland
	The Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority maintains a list of approved courses for early childhood education and care educators. A core (mandated) unit of competency in the courses for Certificate III, Certificate IV, and Diploma qualifications is ‘Work legally and ethically’. Under this unit, candidates must demonstrate understanding of legal and ethical considerations (international, national, state/territory, local) for people working in the community services and health context, how they are applied in organisations, how these impact individual workers, and the consequences of breaches. This includes, among other topics, human rights and the relationship between human needs and human rights. A similar unit is covered in the early childhood teaching qualifications (Bachelor-level qualifications).
The Queensland Police Service has established Child Protection and Investigation Units (CPIUs) to provide a specialist policing response to crimes committed upon children. Due to the specialised nature of the duties, officers undertake extensive training and development prior to joining a CPIU and have opportunities to improve capability through ongoing training. This training includes the completion of a CPIU workshop, Interviewing Children and Recording Evidence (ICARE) course and online modules focused on legislative and policy processes for dealing with children as victims, witnesses and offenders.  The training undertaken by CPIU officers is consistent with best practice frameworks on protecting the interests of children through the investigative and interview process.

	South Australia
	The CRC is covered in a course which the Women’s and Children’s Network run annually called ‘The emotional health of the child in the healthcare setting‘.

	Tasmania
	Tasmania Police deliver a learning module to recruits that relates to children and dealing with vulnerable people. 
Tasmanian health care professionals are provided with access to resources from the Australian Association for the Welfare of Child Health which provides resources and awareness of the rights of the child in a health care environment. In addition, all Tasmanian hospitals are members of Children’s Hospitals Australasia which also provides information to health care providers.
As part of the Safe Homes, Safe Families initiative, the Tasmanian government’s response to family violence, the Department of Education (DoE) has been working with the White Ribbon Australia Workplace Accreditation Program. To receive accreditation, all DoE staff were able to access an online training package called Recognise, Respond, Refer, and though it is not mandatory, at this stage the training has been completed by over 2000 DoE staff. Additionally, there is a mandatory training package currently being delivered to managers and supervisors; by the end of September 2017, all senior managers and Principals in DoE will have received this training through in-person delivery, and over the next 18 months it will be rolled out to all supervisors through in-person and online delivery. 
Respectful Relationships Education (also under the Safe Homes, Safe Families initiative) is provided through the Professional Learning Institute, which aims to change the attitudes and behaviours that lead to family violence. The education package is available to all government, Catholic and independent schools, and includes support for school leadership and implementation, teaching and learning resources, teacher professional learning, and parent and community engagement.

	Victoria
	The Victorian Early Years Learning and Development Framework (the Victorian Framework) guides early childhood professionals’ practice in Victoria. The Victorian Framework identifies eight Practice Principles for Learning and Development (Practice Principles). The principles of equity and diversity recognise international law and national legislation, including the CRC and professional practice within education. The principles of equity and diversity require professionals to actively address issues of inequality and to promote the value of diversity and difference. 
In Victoria, it is a requirement in order to be registered as a teacher to commit to comply with the Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006. 

	Western Australia
	Graduate teacher professional learning programs include the requirement for teachers to meet the diversity of student needs in schools.
The Equal Justice Bench Book is provided to all Judicial Officers on appointment, used across all Courts in Western Australia. The Bench Book includes a chapter dealing with children and young people.
Bench Books are reviewed regularly to ensure the contents are up-to-date and reflect current best practice.
Courts in Western Australia pursue a continuing legal education program (the Family Court of WA has an education committee) for Judicial Officers that involves conferences, seminars and workshops. The program includes judicial education on matters which impact on children’s rights.
Lawyers are required to complete continuing legal education annually as part of the Continuing Professional Development provisions, including mandatory education on legal ethics and professional responsibility.
Government lawyers including the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions’ State Prosecutors are generally not required to hold a ‘current practising certificate‘ but rather are deemed to have a practising certificate provided that they meet certain requirements as to qualifications and annual continuing legal education requirements.
Sheriff’s Officers do not come into contact with juveniles aged less than 18 years of age under the Young Offenders Act 1994 (WA). There are no distinct training programs dealing with children for Sheriff’s Officers. 
In 2017 the Western Australia Police were successful in obtaining a grant of $373,200.00 from the State government to provide Protective Behaviours training to victims of child sexual and physical abuse. 
The rights of children are addressed in the following Western Australia Police training:
· Prosecuting Policy and Principles (diversion of children to alternative action and decision to prosecute)
· Legal rights of children as victims, witnesses or suspects
· Legal requirements for interview of children
· Rights of children in Family Violence Context 
· Care and protection of children at risk
· Juvenile arrest procedures and considerations in determining whether custody is appropriate for children
· Rights in Family Law matters
· Response to abuse allegations, and
· Diversion of children from courts.





[bookmark: _Toc503853865]Appendix III- Definition of the child (Art 1)
	31010DO002_201703 Australian Demographic Statistics, Mar 2017

	Released at 11:30 am (Canberra time) Wed 27 Sep 2017

	Estimated resident population, by age and sex–at 30 June 2016

	Age (years)
	NSW
	Vic
	Qld
	SA
	WA
	Tas
	NT
	ACT
	Australia

	PERSONS

	0
	100,820
	82,289
	62,460
	20,588
	35,517
	6,017
	4,068
	5,765
	317,579

	1
	98,776
	79,773
	62,350
	20,170
	34,528
	5,877
	3,868
	5,647
	311,039

	2
	99,083
	79,198
	63,251
	20,407
	34,223
	5,970
	3,740
	5,563
	311,499

	3
	101,235
	81,088
	64,559
	20,876
	34,542
	6,106
	3,804
	5,606
	317,870

	4
	101,056
	79,458
	64,870
	21,034
	34,061
	6,153
	3,896
	5,525
	316,116

	5
	100,451
	78,140
	65,344
	20,661
	34,494
	6,386
	3,768
	5,429
	314,730

	6
	100,833
	78,705
	66,451
	20,975
	34,271
	6,357
	3,719
	5,478
	316,853

	7
	99,207
	77,134
	66,328
	20,832
	33,625
	6,615
	3,625
	5,168
	312,588

	8
	99,385
	76,753
	66,531
	20,848
	34,107
	6,628
	3,639
	5,004
	312,954

	9
	98,362
	76,330
	65,926
	20,671
	33,704
	6,594
	3,476
	4,841
	309,962

	10
	94,441
	73,465
	64,194
	19,901
	32,402
	6,414
	3,397
	4,849
	299,125

	11
	91,282
	70,392
	61,678
	19,454
	30,880
	6,204
	3,169
	4,486
	287,592

	12
	89,841
	70,044
	60,757
	19,371
	30,465
	5,975
	3,107
	4,375
	283,980

	13
	89,469
	68,948
	59,581
	19,158
	29,903
	5,955
	3,181
	4,307
	280,551

	14
	88,717
	68,566
	60,318
	19,392
	29,846
	6,212
	3,150
	4,221
	280,477

	15
	90,581
	69,791
	61,860
	19,812
	30,546
	6,353
	3,116
	4,325
	286,423

	16
	91,666
	71,304
	61,300
	20,415
	30,762
	6,506
	3,048
	4,407
	289,452

	17
	91,710
	72,712
	60,423
	20,836
	31,097
	6,562
	2,902
	4,749
	291,037

	MALES

	0
	51,797
	42,430
	31,931
	10,517
	18,367
	3,161
	2,032
	3,005
	163,260

	1
	50,724
	41,038
	31,818
	10,308
	17,723
	3,015
	1,964
	2,937
	159,552

	2
	50,757
	40,695
	32,490
	10,474
	17,426
	3,039
	1,905
	2,908
	159,732

	3
	52,119
	41,590
	33,098
	10,773
	17,738
	3,123
	1,860
	2,867
	163,202

	4
	51,960
	40,983
	33,214
	10,806
	17,361
	3,133
	1,967
	2,901
	162,363

	5
	51,548
	40,292
	33,265
	10,606
	17,595
	3,338
	1,943
	2,841
	161,461

	6
	51,637
	40,283
	33,868
	10,859
	17,555
	3,296
	1,927
	2,856
	162,314

	7
	50,920
	39,646
	34,055
	10,649
	17,360
	3,392
	1,821
	2,698
	160,569

	8
	50,916
	39,498
	34,263
	10,576
	17,384
	3,413
	1,825
	2,602
	160,507

	9
	50,546
	39,299
	34,048
	10,456
	17,256
	3,372
	1,779
	2,518
	159,308

	10
	45,844
	35,762
	31,248
	9,671
	15,890
	3,094
	1,658
	2,335
	145,531

	11
	44,205
	34,148
	30,035
	9,471
	15,005
	3,006
	1,541
	2,208
	139,646

	12
	43,451
	33,891
	29,602
	9,414
	14,733
	2,881
	1,520
	2,116
	137,634

	13
	43,542
	33,493
	29,035
	9,361
	14,741
	2,933
	1,551
	2,065
	136,746

	14
	43,289
	33,449
	29,324
	9,435
	14,586
	3,012
	1,556
	2,090
	136,768

	15
	43,980
	33,873
	30,120
	9,744
	14,866
	3,068
	1,493
	2,109
	139,276

	16
	44,600
	35,119
	29,878
	9,893
	15,092
	3,131
	1,479
	2,169
	141,382

	17
	44,639
	35,454
	29,519
	10,155
	15,061
	3,211
	1,396
	2,331
	141,788

	FEMALES

	0
	49,023
	39,859
	30,529
	10,071
	17,150
	2,856
	2,036
	2,760
	154,319

	1
	48,052
	38,735
	30,532
	9,862
	16,805
	2,862
	1,904
	2,710
	151,487

	2
	48,326
	38,503
	30,761
	9,933
	16,797
	2,931
	1,835
	2,655
	151,767

	3
	49,116
	39,498
	31,461
	10,103
	16,804
	2,983
	1,944
	2,739
	154,668

	4
	49,096
	38,475
	31,656
	10,228
	16,700
	3,020
	1,929
	2,624
	153,753

	5
	48,903
	37,848
	32,079
	10,055
	16,899
	3,048
	1,825
	2,588
	153,269

	6
	49,196
	38,422
	32,583
	10,116
	16,716
	3,061
	1,792
	2,622
	154,539

	7
	48,287
	37,488
	32,273
	10,183
	16,265
	3,223
	1,804
	2,470
	152,019

	8
	48,469
	37,255
	32,268
	10,272
	16,723
	3,215
	1,814
	2,402
	152,447

	9
	47,816
	37,031
	31,878
	10,215
	16,448
	3,222
	1,697
	2,323
	150,654

	10
	46,266
	35,361
	31,365
	9,688
	16,331
	3,112
	1,736
	2,323
	146,196

	11
	44,798
	34,152
	30,516
	9,522
	15,545
	2,993
	1,654
	2,161
	141,361

	12
	43,925
	33,764
	29,883
	9,343
	15,273
	2,927
	1,587
	2,168
	138,887

	13
	44,025
	33,227
	29,276
	9,469
	15,232
	2,967
	1,681
	2,106
	138,001

	14
	43,480
	33,168
	29,611
	9,424
	15,005
	3,071
	1,593
	2,079
	137,453

	15
	44,378
	33,675
	30,184
	9,666
	15,366
	3,139
	1,628
	2,161
	140,214

	16
	45,088
	34,694
	29,986
	9,904
	15,525
	3,171
	1,550
	2,224
	142,164

	17
	45,264
	34,919
	30,208
	10,224
	15,652
	3,296
	1,504
	2,241
	143,320


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2017. Australian Demographic Statistics, Mar 2017,  Table 8  cat. no. 31010DO002_201703. Available at: http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/3101.0Mar%202017?OpenDocument 

	3238055001DO006_201106 Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, Jun 2011

	Released at 11:30 am (Canberra time) Friday 30 Aug 2013

	Table 1: Estimated Resident Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander and Non-Indigenous Population, Remoteness Areas, Single year of age (to 65 and over)–30 June 2011(a)

	
	Major Cities of Australia
	Regional Areas(b)
	Remote Areas(c)

	Age (years)
	Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
	Non-Indigenous
	Total ERP
	Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
	Non-Indigenous
	Total ERP
	Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander 
	Non-Indigenous
	Total ERP

	0
	5686
	199948
	205634
	7559
	69173
	76732
	2961
	5070
	8031

	1
	5735
	202045
	207780
	7653
	70705
	78358
	3342
	5136
	8478

	2
	5723
	198682
	204405
	7752
	72487
	80239
	3313
	5027
	8340

	3
	5619
	197115
	202734
	7732
	73314
	81046
	3204
	4950
	8154

	4
	5664
	193399
	199063
	7623
	73459
	81082
	3280
	4758
	8038

	5
	5652
	192912
	198564
	7570
	74167
	81737
	3523
	4829
	8352

	6
	5370
	186746
	192116
	7313
	72317
	79630
	3456
	4636
	8092

	7
	5258
	183030
	188288
	7007
	72110
	79117
	3246
	4529
	7775

	8
	5266
	179996
	185262
	7033
	72241
	79274
	3223
	4458
	7681

	9
	5350
	177870
	183220
	7076
	73749
	80825
	3200
	4501
	7701

	10
	5287
	180020
	185307
	7262
	75371
	82633
	3333
	4413
	7746

	11
	5324
	180298
	185622
	7130
	76152
	83282
	3157
	4380
	7537

	12
	5435
	180300
	185735
	7272
	77598
	84870
	2832
	4032
	6864

	13
	5440
	180639
	186079
	7388
	77538
	84926
	2773
	3676
	6449

	14
	5603
	182722
	188325
	7316
	78881
	86197
	2679
	3614
	6293

	15
	5476
	184657
	190133
	7201
	79078
	86279
	2671
	3382
	6053

	16
	5475
	190145
	195620
	6974
	80519
	87493
	2859
	3364
	6223

	17
	5309
	192715
	198024
	6471
	78588
	85059
	2737
	3354
	6091


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 2011. Table 1, cat. no. 3238.0.55.001. Accessible at: http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/3238.0.55.001June%202011?OpenDocument 

[bookmark: _Toc503853866]Age of Majority – Civil Matters 
	Jurisdiction
	Definition of a child:

	Australian Capital Territory
	‘child, if age rather than descendancy is relevant, means an individual who is under 18 years old‘ -  Legislation Act 2001

	New South Wales
	‘minor means an individual who is under the age of 18 years‘ – Acts Interpretation Act 1987
Section 3 of the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998 defines ‘child’ as a person under 16. It defines a ‘young person’ as a person 16 or above, but less than 18 years.
Section 6 of the Minors (Property and Contracts) Act 1970 defines a minor as a person under 18. 
Section 5 of the Child Protection (Working with Children) Act 2012 defines children to mean person under the age of 18 years.

	Northern Territory
	‘infant‘ means a person who has not attained the age of 18 years –  Interpretation Act 1978

	Queensland
	‘child, if age rather than descendancy is relevant, means an individual who is under 18‘ – Acts Interpretation Act 1954 

	Tasmania
	‘a person who, on or after the appointed day, attains the age of 18 years shall be deemed to attain full age and full capacity on attaining that age’ – Age of Majority Act 1973.

	Victoria
	The Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 defines ‘child’ as ‘a person under 18 years of age’. Note this definition links to section 17 of the Charter (Protection of families and children).

	Western Australia
	Western Australia does not have a standard statutory definition of ‘child’. A child is generally defined as a person who has not reached the age of 18 years. Within the Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2006 ‘children and young people‘ means people under 18 years of age, and ‘child or young person‘ has a corresponding meaning (Part 1 Section 5).


[bookmark: _Ref496273420] Age of Majority - Criminal Responsibility
	Jurisdiction
	No Criminal Responsibility
	Presumption against Criminal Responsibility
	Treatment as child/juvenile

	Commonwealth
	Under 10 years 
Crimes Act 1914, s 4M Criminal Code Act 1995, s 7.1
	10 to less than 14 years
Crimes Act 1914, s 4N Criminal Code Act 1995, s 7.2
	Not specified, but under Art 1 CRC, means 18 years. 

	Australian Capital Territory
	Under 10 years 
Criminal Code 2002, s 25
	10 to less than 14 years
Criminal Code 2002, s 26
	Under 18 years 
Children and Young People Act 1999, Part 1.3 ss7 and 8, and s12 (‘young person‘)

	New South Wales
	Under 10 years 
Children (Criminal Proceedings) Act 1987, s 5
	10 to less than 14 years 
Common law doli incapax
	Under 18 years 
Children (Criminal Proceedings) Act 1987, s 3 (‘child’)

	Northern Territory
	Under 10 years
Criminal Code Act 1983, ss 38(1), 43AP
	10 to less than 14 years
Criminal Code Act 1983, ss 38(2), 43AQ
	Under 18 years 
Youth Justice Act 2005, s 3 (‘youth’)

	Queensland
	Under 10 years 
Criminal Code Act 1899, s 29(1)
	10 to less than 14 years 
Criminal Code Act 1899  s 29(2)
	Under 17 years 
Youth Justice Act 1992, s 6 (‘child’)
Commencing February 2018, Youth Justice and Other Legislation (Inclusion of 17-year-old Persons) Amendment Act 2016 raised this to 18.

	South Australia
	Under 10 years 
Young Offenders Act 1993, s 5
	10 to less than 14 years 
Common law doli incapax
	Under 18 years 
Young Offenders Act 1993, s 4 (‘youth‘)

	Tasmania
	Under 10 years 
Criminal Code Act 1924, s 18(1)
	10 to less than 14 years 
Criminal Code Act 1924, s 18(2)
	Under 18 years 
Youth Justice Act 1997, s 3 (‘youth‘)

	Victoria
	Under 10 years 
Children Youth and Families Act 2005, s 344
	10 to less than 14 years 
Common law doli incapax
	Under 18 years 
Children Youth and Families  Act 2005 s3 (‘child‘)

	Western Australia
	Under 10 years 
Criminal Code Act Compilation Act 1913, s 29
	10 to less than 14 years 
Criminal Code Act Compilation Act 1913, s 29
	Under 18 years 
Young Offenders Act 1994, s3 (‘young person‘)





[bookmark: _Toc489626864][bookmark: _Toc503853867]Appendix IV - General principles (Arts 2, 3, 6 and 12)
[bookmark: _Toc503853868]Non-discrimination (Art 2)
	Jurisdiction
	Anti-Discrimination Laws in force
	Statutory bodies 

	Commonwealth
	· Age Discrimination Act 2004
· Australian Human Rights Commission Act 1986
· Disability Discrimination Act 1992
· Racial Discrimination Act 1975
· Sex Discrimination Act 1984
· Fair Work Act 2009
	Australian Human Rights Commission

	Australian Capital Territory
	Discrimination Act 1991
	Australian Capital Territory Discrimination Commissioner

	New South Wales
	Anti-Discrimination Act 1977
	Anti-Discrimination Board of New South Wales

	Northern Territory
	Anti-Discrimination Act 1992
	Northern Territory Anti-Discrimination Commission

	Queensland
	Anti-Discrimination Act 1991
	Anti-Discrimination Commission Queensland 

	South Australia
	Equal Opportunity Act 1984
	Equal Opportunity Commission 

	Tasmania
	Anti-Discrimination Act 1998
	Equal Opportunity Tasmania/Office of the Anti-Discrimination Commissioner

	Victoria
	Equal Opportunity Act 2010
Racial and Religious Tolerance Act 2001
	Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights Commission 

	Western Australia
	Equal Opportunity Act 1984
Spent Convictions Act 1988
	Equal Opportunity Commission 


[bookmark: _Toc503853869]Best interests of the child (Art 3)
	Jurisdiction
	Legislation enshrining the best interests of the child as a key principle

	Commonwealth
	Section 60CA of the Family Law Act 1975, states that the best interests of a child are the paramount consideration in making orders concerning a child.

	Australian Capital Territory
	The best interest of the child is the paramount principles for the application of the Children and Young People Act 2008.
Subsection 8(1) In making a decision under this Act in relation to a particular child or young person, the decision-maker must regard the best interests of the child or young person as the paramount consideration.
Subsection 8(2) In making a decision under this Act otherwise than in relation to a particular child or young person, the decision-maker must consider the best interests of children and young people.

	New South Wales
	Section 4 of the Child Protection (Working with Children) Act 2012 enshrines the safety, welfare and well-being of children and, in particular, protecting them from child abuse, as the paramount consideration in the Act.
The Children (Criminal Proceeds) Act 1987 includes the principle that children have rights and freedoms before the law equal to those enjoyed by adults and, in particular, a right to be heard, and a right to participate, in the processes that lead to decisions that affect them. 
An object of the Children (Detention Centres) Act 1987 states that in the administration of the Act the welfare and interests of persons on remand or subject to control shall be given paramount consideration. 
The Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998 (Care Act) provides that the safety, welfare and wellbeing of a child / young person is the paramount principle to consider in any action or decision under the Act. 
Section 7 and 8 of the Adoption Act 2000 provide that the best interests of the child are the paramount consideration.

	Northern Territory
	Section 10 of Care and Protection of Children Act 2007 ensures that the best interests of the child are the paramount concern when a decision involving a child is made.  Subsection 10(2) also sets out the various considerations which are to be given in determining the best interests of a child. 

	Queensland
	The overarching principle of the Queensland Child Protection Act 1999 is that the welfare and best interests of the child are the paramount consideration. All other principles are subject to this position, including the primacy of the family and state responsibility if parents are unable or unwilling to protect children. This principle is supported by a range of resources for children coming into care that outline their rights under the child protection system. The ‘best interests‘ principle underpins the Department of Education and Training’s Student Protection Policy of Education Queensland and associated procedures implemented in Queensland state schools. The Act outlines a paramount principle in sections 5 and 5A that ensures that in administering the Act, the safety, wellbeing and best interests of a child are paramount.
The Charter of youth justice principles at Schedule 1 of the Youth Justice Act 1992 requires the youth justice system to uphold the rights of children, keep them safe and promote their physical and mental wellbeing (Principle 2).

	South Australia
	The Children’s Protection Act 1993 ensures the well-being and best interests of the child are paramount considerations in exercising power under the Act. Additionally, both the Teachers Registration and Standards Act 2004 and Education and Early Childhood Services (Registration and Standards) Act 2011 both set out that the welfare and best interests of children are the primary consideration in the performance of the functions of the Teachers Registration Board and Education and Early Childhood Services Registration and Standards Board.
Following recommendations of the Coroner, the Children’s Protection Act 1993 was amended in 2016 (Children’s Protection (Implementation of Coroner’s Recommendations) Amendment Act) which replaced the objects of the Act and made the primary object to keep children safe from harm.
Note a new child protection Act – the Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017 passed South Australian Parliament in July 2017 but has not yet commenced.  The new Act specifies the paramount consideration must always be to ensure that children and young people are protected from harm.

	Tasmania
	An objective of the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997 is to provide for the care and protection of children in a manner that maximises a child’s best interests (section 7).  It is also a principle of the Act that in performing functions or exercising powers under the Act, the best interests of the child must be the paramount consideration (section10E).

	Victoria
	The Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 enshrines the principle of acting in the best interests of the child in law. Family Services, Child Protection, Out-of-Home Care Services and the Children’s Court are subject to this principle. Consistent with the Convention, any decision or action must ‘protect the child from harm, protect his or her rights and promote his or her development‘.
The best interests of the child are also enshrined in the Charter of Human Right and Responsibilities Act 2006 in section 17, which provides that ‘[e]very child has the right, without discrimination, to such protection as is in his or her best interests and is needed by him or her by reason of being a child’

	Western Australia
	The ‘best interests of the child’ principle, derived from the Children and Community Services Act 2004, underpins the Department of Education’s Child Protection policy and procedures (July 2017) implemented in Western Australian  public schools. 
A similar provision enshrining the best interests of the child as per the Family Law Act 1975 (Cth) (section 60CA) is included in sections 66A and 66C of the Family Court Act 1997 (WA) for matters in the Family Court of Western Australia.
In the Adoptions Act 1994 the ‘welfare and best interests of a child who is an adoptee or prospective adoptee‘ is one of the three paramount considerations of that Act. Part 1 Section 3 of the Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2006 outlines the principle that ‘best interests of children and young people are paramount. In performing a function under this Act the Commissioner or any other person must regard the best interests of children and young people as the paramount consideration.‘
Under section 7 of the Young Offenders Act 1994, a child is not to receive a punishment that is greater than an adult would receive.
The best interests of the child is also enshrined as a key principle or paramount consideration when performing a function in relation to a child under the Child Care Services Act 2007 and the Mental Health Act 2014. 





[bookmark: _Toc503853870]Respect for views of the child (Art 12)
[bookmark: _Toc503853871]Legislative decisions
	Jurisdiction
	Bodies and initiatives to account for children’s views in legislative decisions 

	Commonwealth
	· National Children’s Commissioner
· Australian Youth Representative to the United Nations.

	Australian Capital Territory
	· Minister for Disability, Children and Youth
· Under the Australian Capital Territory’s Children & Young People’s Commitment 2015-2025, a priority is including children and young people in decision making, especially in areas that affect them, and ensuring they are informed and have a voice. 
· The Children and Young People Act 2008 s349 (1) requires that decision-makers consider the views and wishes of children and young people when deciding what is in the best interests of the child or young person.

	New South Wales
	The role of the Advocate for Children and Young People (ACYP) is to promote the participation of children and young people aged 0-24 in the making of decisions that affect their lives, encourage government agencies to seek their participation, and make recommendations to government agencies on legislation affecting children and young people. 
The ACYP reviews proposals before Cabinet and provides comments on proposed changes to law based on its consultations with children and young people. It also receives requests from government departments to conduct consultations to feed into law, policy and program reform, such as the development of anti-bullying strategies and minimum standards for education.
The New South Wales Strategic Plan for Children and Young People is a legislated whole of government plan, which was launched in July 2016. It is based on the ACYP’s consultations with 4,000 children and young people of all ages and backgrounds, and includes 30 indicators for the New South Wales government to monitor and implement.  
The ACYP has since received feedback from an additional 8,000 children and young people through a combination of face-to-face consultations, focus groups, online polling, school surveys, citizens’ juries and the creation of a participation charter. Targeted consultations have been held with:
· Aboriginal children and young people
· children and young people in conflict with the law
· children and young people experiencing homelessness
· children and young people about violence, bullying and inclusion.
The Youth Advisory Council has twelve members aged 12 - 24 who provide advice to ACYP and Minister on the planning, development and implementation of government policies and programs.
The ACYP is currently undertaking targeted consultations with children and young people in conflict with the law, including those detained in the state’s six juvenile justice centres. It also makes submissions to statutory reviews and inquiries, including programs and reforms to assist and protect children and young people in the justice system.
Police and courts refer young people (10-17) for youth justice conferences when they have committed eligible offences that are too serious for warnings or cautions.
Conferences bring young offenders, their families and supporters face-to-face with victims, their supporters and police to discuss the crime and how people have been affected. Other experts and respected members of the community may also be invited to participate. Together, they agree on a suitable outcome that can include an apology, reasonable reparation to victims, and steps to reconnect the young person with their community to help them desist from further offending.

	Northern Territory
	· Minister for Children
· Office of Youth Affairs and implementation of the Youth Participation Strategy (key programs are Youth Engagement Grants, National Youth Week (NYW), Youth Policy and Regional Youth Services.
· The Northern Territory Youth Round Table (Round Table) is made up of 14 young people, four of which are Indigenous Australians.

	Queensland
	· Minister for Communities, Women and Youth
· Minister for Child Safety
· Minister for the Prevention of Domestic and Family Violence
· Minister for Education 
· Queensland Youth Strategy and Youth Engagement Strategy, including Youth Reference Group, eHub, Queensland Youth Charter, Annual Youth Statement, and YMCA Queensland Youth Parliament
· Queensland Indigenous Youth Leadership Program

	South Australia
	· Minister for Youth
· Minister for Education and Child Development publishes annual youth strategies
· The Department for Education and Child Development (DECD) Strategic Plan aims to increase our engagement of children, families and communities. It has a commitment to build our capacity to engage with children, young people, families and the wider community in our planning and decision making.
· The Children’s Protection Act 1993 requires that if decisions are to be made under the Act in relation to a child, the decision maker must have regard to the views of the child (if the child is willing and able to express such views). 
· The new (uncommenced) Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017, (SA) strengthens the provision for the views of the child to be considered in proceedings and decisions.
· Children and Young People (Oversight and Advocacy Bodies) Act 2016 commenced (in part) on 10 November 2016 which includes establishment of a Commissioner for Children and Young People to promote and advocate for the rights and interests of children and young people

	Tasmania
	The Youth Network of Tasmania (YNOT) represents 87,000 young people in Tasmania. The Department of Premier and Cabinet (DPAC) provides funding to YNOT to represent the interests of young people and provide their voices into the Tasmanian government’s decision making through annual state-wide consultation forums on topics chosen by young people. DPAC also support the annual Tasmanian Youth Parliament providing young people with a forum to express ideas, concerns and expectations regarding the future of their state.
Tasmania’s Commissioner for Children and Young People Act 2016 requires the Commissioner to establish the Children and Young People Consultative Council and the Children and Young People Advisory Council, and establish other committees the Commissioner considers appropriate.

	Victoria
	The Youth Support Service is part of a range of services provided by the Victorian government to: divert young people from crime; reduce the need for more costly and intensive intervention; and improve community safety. 
Under the service, Youth Workers assist young people with education and training, housing support, and where necessary, referring them to drug and alcohol treatment and mental health services. In 2016, the Victorian government funded two additional Youth Support Services to support Aboriginal young people.

	Western Australia
	‘Our Youth—Our Future’ is a whole of government structured framework that has been developed to guide youth programs and service planning in an integrated way into the future. Consultation is underway to develop the Western Australian Youth Strategy which will replace ‘Our Youth – Our future.’     
The Commissioner for Children and Young People regularly consults with children and young people and has two Advisory Committees  of young people in operation each year a list of current and past committees is at https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/about-us/advisory-committees/ 
Since the creation of the Commissioner for Children and Young People Western Australia in December 2007, more than 11,400 Western Australian children and young have been consulted by the office.  Topics of these consultations have been varied and reflect the complex issues affecting children and young people’s wellbeing, including alcohol-related harm, youth justice, out-of-home care and mental health. 
· Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children and Young People Speak Out 
· Speaking Out About Raising Concerns in Care
· Speaking Out About Youth Justice
· Children and Young People from Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Backgrounds Speak Out
· Speaking Out About Disability
· Speaking Out About Mental Health 
· Speaking Out About Living in Regional and Remote WA 
· Speaking Out About Wellbeing





[bookmark: _Toc503853872]Legal and Administrative decisions
	Jurisdiction
	Measures or Initiatives to account for children’s views in the judicial system

	Australian Capital Territory
	In the Australian Capital Territory, in relation to care and protection matters, a children’s lawyer is appointed in each matter to represent the child.  Children’s views may either be put through their lawyer and in some cases an expert is appointed to provide the court with evidence about the views of the children.  Section 715 of the Children and Young People Act 2008 provides that a child or young person may be called as a witness only with the leave of the court.  If the court gives leave, the court may prohibit cross-examination of the child or young person if satisfied that it is in their best interests to do so. The Australian Capital Territory Law Courts have vulnerable witness rooms which can be used by children to give evidence to the court when needed.  
The Australian Capital Territory’s Magistrates Court sits as the Children’s Court when exercising jurisdiction under Chapter 4A of the Magistrates Court Act 1930. The Children’s Court has a dedicated magistrate (section 291A) who must be suitably qualified for that position due to the Children’s Court’s unique task in protecting the interests of children and young people. Part 7A of the Court Procedures Act 2004 provides for specific court rules that apply to Children’s Court proceedings. For example, section 72 provides that Children’s Court proceedings are not open to the public, section 73 provides that a child or young person may be excused from attending a proceeding, but section 74A provides that ‘a child or young person has a right to take part in a proceeding in a court in relation to the child or young person’ and section 74B provides that ‘the court must endeavour to ensure that the child or young person ... understands the nature and purpose of the proceeding and of any order that the court proposes to make or has made; and if any relevant right of appeal exists – knows the existence of a right of appeal against the relevant finding or order of the court.’ The Children and Young People Act 2008 provides further guidance about how the Children’s Court must conduct criminal and care and protection proceedings. The Children’s Court has jurisdiction to hear and decide care and protection matters which relate to situations where children and young people are in need of care and protection due to the risk of abuse or neglect.  
Section 349 of the Children and Young People Act 2008 outlines the range of factors that a decision-maker must consider when deciding what is in the best interests of a child or young person in care and protection matters. This aligns with Article 3 of the Convention, which requires the best interests of the child to be a primary consideration in actions by courts of law. For an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander child or young person, paragraph 349(1)(g) provides ‘that it is a high priority to protect and promote the child’s or young person’s cultural and spiritual identity and development by, wherever possible, maintaining and building the child’s or young person’s connections to family, community and culture’. This aligns with the Committee’s general comments No. 11 (2009) on indigenous children and their rights as part of the legal process.
Section 352 of the Children and Young People Act 2008 provides guidance as to how a decision-maker may find out the views and wishes of a child or young person. For example, subsection 352(1) provides that ‘a decision-maker making a decision in relation to a child or young person under the care and protection chapters must give the child or young person a reasonable opportunity to express his or her views and wishes personally to the decision-maker, unless the decision maker is satisfied that the child or young person does not have sufficient developmental capacity to express his or her views or wishes.’ This aligns with article 12 of the Convention, which requires that ‘the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child’.  
The Children and Young People Act 2008 also provides mechanisms for keeping the child or young person informed throughout the care and protection process.  For example, section 427 provides that the child or young person must be given a copy of the application for a care and protection order. 
The Children’s Court also has jurisdiction to hear and decide criminal matters that involve a child or young person. Section 94 of the Children and Young People Act 2008 provides that in deciding what is in the best interests of a child or young person in a criminal matter, a decision-maker must consider the ‘youth justice principles’, some of which are referred to below. 
Paragraph 94(1)(b) provides that ‘a child or young person should be dealt with in a way that acknowledges his or her needs and that will provide the opportunity to develop in socially responsible ways’. This aligns with Article 3 of the Convention, which requires the best interests of the child to be a primary consideration in actions by courts of law. Paragraph 94(1)(c) provides that ‘a child or young person should be consulted about, and be given the opportunity to take part in making, decisions that affect the child or young person, to the maximum extent possible taking into consideration their age, maturity and developmental capacity.’ This aligns with article 12, which requires that ‘the child shall in particular be provided the opportunity to be heard in any judicial and administrative proceedings affecting the child’. 
Chapter 8A of the Crimes (Sentencing) Act 2005 provides particular provisions that apply to the sentencing of young offenders. For example, section 133C provides that in sentencing a young offender, a court must consider the purpose of promoting the rehabilitation of the young offender and may give more weight to that purpose than to any other sentencing purpose. In addition, section 133D provides that, in deciding how a young offender should be sentenced, a court must consider the young offender’s culpability for the offence having regard to his or her maturity, the young offender’s state of development, and the past and present family circumstances of the young offender. 
Children are currently precluded from appearing before the Galambany Court, which is the ACT’s culturally sensitive and specialist sentencing process for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander offenders. However, the Australian Capital Territory government is currently considering amending the Magistrates Court Act 1930 to create a Children’s Circle Sentencing Court under the jurisdiction of the Children’s Court. Furthermore, paragraph 94(1)(d) of the Children and Young People Act 2008 provides that ‘if practicable and appropriate, decisions about an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child or young person should be made in a way that involves their community.’ This aligns with the Committee’s general comments No. 11 (2009) on indigenous children and their rights as part of the legal process.

	New South Wales
	The Children’s Court Act 1987 establishes a separate court to deal with child care proceedings and criminal proceedings involving child defendants. 
Children and young people have the right to appear and be legally represented in care proceedings under the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 1998.  Children over the age of 12 years are presumed to be capable of giving direct instructions to a legal representative. The legal representative must ensure that the views of the child or young person are placed before the court.  
Children and young people have the right to appear and provide direct instructions to a legal representative in criminal proceedings. Specifically, subsection 6(1) of the Children (Criminal Proceedings) Act 1987 provides ‘that children have rights and freedoms before the law equal to those enjoyed by adults and, in particular, a right to be heard, and a right to participate, in the processes that lead to decisions that affect them’.
In both care and criminal proceedings the court must take reasonable measures to explain the proceedings to the child and the child is entitled to request an explanation from the Court in relation to any aspect of the court’s procedure or decision making process.      
In 2015 the Children’s Court introduced a Youth Koori Court as a pilot project at Parramatta Children’s Court in response to the over-representation of Indigenous children in the criminal justice system.   The modified court process allows for direct involvement of the child in developing an action and support plan to assist them to address the risk factors impacting their involvement in criminal behaviour.
The Advocate for Children and Young People is currently undertaking targeted consultations with children and young people in conflict with the law, including those detained in the state’s six juvenile justice centres. It also makes submissions to statutory reviews and inquiries on issues such as programs and reforms to assist and protect children and young people in the justice system.

	Northern Territory
	Section 143A of Care and Protection of Children Act 2007 allows the court to order the appointment of a legal practitioner to represent a child in the care and protection proceedings. The Northern Territory government funds the appointment of the legal practitioner once ordered by the courts.

	Queensland
	Section 43 of the Childrens Court Rules 2016 provides flexibility to the court as to how it can ascertain a child’s view in child protection and adoption proceedings.

	South Australia
	Legislated role of the children’s representative in the Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017 (uncommenced but passed Parliament on 19 July 2017)

	Tasmania
	The Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997 provides for the care and protection of children in Tasmania.  In 2013 amendments were made to increase the focus on child participation under that Act.  Part 1A establishes principles to be observed in dealing with children and includes requirements to respect the child’s rights, dignity and privacy; and making decisions promptly and as far as practicable, with the informed participation of the child, the child’s family and other persons who are significant in the child’s life (section 10D). Specifically, section 10F of the Act requires that where a decision under the Act is to be made, the child should be informed and given an explanation in a manner they can understand; provided the opportunity to respond; and provided with the opportunity and assistance to express his or her views freely. The views of the child should be taken into account having regard to the child’s maturity and understanding

	Victoria
	The Children’s Court of Victoria, constituted by the Children, Youth and Families Act 2005, is a specialist court to deal with matters relating to children (under the age of 18 years old) in an environment focused on providing fair and accessible court processes tailored to the needs of children, young people and their families. The Children’s Court is divided into the Criminal Division and the Family Division. 
In determining the best interests of the child, the child’s views and wishes, if they can be reasonably ascertained, should be given such weight as is appropriate in the circumstances (paragraph 10(3)(d) Children, Youth and Families Act 2005). In certain circumstances, a child aged 10 years or more must be legally represented. In the Family Division, the legal practitioner must act in accordance with the child’s instructions or wishes. If the child is under 10 years old or the Court determines that the child is not mature enough to give instructions, the legal practitioner must act in accordance with the best interests of the child but communicate to the Court the wishes expressed by the child, to the extent that it is practicable to do so (subsection 524(11) Children, Youth and Families Act 2005).
The Criminal Division provides a range of responses to offending behaviour of children and young people, including therapeutic treatment orders, youth supervision orders, youth attendance orders and undertakings. When sentencing a young person, the Children’s Court must have regard to factors relating to the ongoing needs of the child, such as relationship with family, education and training, and the stigmatisation of a court determination. 
Special provisions can be made to assist children giving evidence in proceedings, such as having a friend or relative sit beside them, and giving evidence in a remote witness facility. The Child Witness Service, a specialist support service, can provide support to children appearing as witnesses and participating in the judicial system.  

	Western Australia
	In 2016 the Commissioner consulted 92 young people with experience of the justice system in Speaking Out About Youth Justice.
The Evidence Act 1906 prescribes protections for young persons’ participating in criminal, protection and restraining order proceedings to make the process less stressful and give opportunity for young people to be heard. These include restrictions on directly cross-examining young witnesses; visually recorded interviews; special hearings and video links or screen arrangements.
The Child Witness Service provides free emotional support and practical preparation for children who are to give evidence to a court.
Young offenders attending the Perth Children’s Court may access free duty lawyer service offered by the Legal Aid WA Youth Law Team.
Family Court Counselling and Consultancy Service interviews children involved in family disputes and report a child’s views to the Court. An independent children’s lawyer also represents and promotes the best interests of the child in family proceedings. Within civil jurisdiction young persons may be represented by a ‘litigation guardian’, ‘next friend’ or ‘guardian ad litem’ in legal proceedings.
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Table S2: Leading causes of death by sex and age group, 2012–2014
	 
	Persons

	Age group and rank
	Cause of death
	Number 
	Per cent
	Crude rate

	Under 1
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period, congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities (P00–P96, Q00–Q99 excl. P28.5)
	2,351
	74.9
	255.3

	2
	Other ill-defined causes (R00–R94, R96–R99, I46.9, I95.9, I99, J96.0, J96.9, P28.5)
	202
	6.4
	21.9

	3
	Sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) (R95)
	152
	4.8
	16.5

	4
	Accidental threats to breathing (W75–W84)
	39
	1.2
	4.2

	5
	Selected metabolic disorders excl. dehydration (E70–E89 excl. E86, E87)
	37
	1.2
	4.0

	6
	Diseases of myoneural junction and muscle (G70–G73)
	30
	1.0
	3.3

	7
	Spinal muscular atrophy and related syndromes (G12)
	29
	0.9
	3.1

	8
	Influenza and pneumonia (J09–J18)
	20
	0.6
	2.2

	9
	Cardiomyopathy (I42)
	19
	0.6
	2.1

	9
	Meningitis (A39, A87, G00–G03)
	19
	0.6
	2.1

	11
	Benign neoplasms, in situ and uncertain behaviour (D00–D48)
	16
	0.5
	1.7

	12
	Assault (X85–Y09)
	15
	0.5
	1.6

	13
	Other viral diseases excl. mumps (B25–B34 excl. B26)
	14
	0.4
	1.5

	14
	Septicaemia (A40–A41)
	13
	0.4
	1.4

	15
	Accidental drowning and submersion (W65–W74)
	12
	0.4
	1.3

	16
	Other diseases of the respiratory system (J95–J99 excl. J96)
	9
	0.3
	1.0

	16
	Cerebrovascular disease (I60–I69)
	9
	0.3
	1.0

	18
	Pulmonary heart disease and diseases of pulmonary circulation (I26–I28)
	8
	0.3
	0.9

	18
	Intestinal infectious diseases (A00–A09)
	8
	0.3
	0.9

	20
	Non-infective enteritis and colitis (K50–K52)
	7
	0.2
	0.8

	20
	Acute respiratory diseases excl. influenza and pneumonia (J00–J06, J20–J22)
	7
	0.2
	0.8

	20
	Certain disorders involving the immune mechanism (D80–D89)
	7
	0.2
	0.8

	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	 
	Top 20 leading causes
	3,023
	96.4
	..

	 
	All causes
	3,137
	100.0
	340.6

	1–14
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Land transport accidents (V01–V89)
	187
	13.3
	1.5

	2
	Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period, congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities (P00–P96, Q00–Q99 excl. P28.5)
	124
	8.9
	1.0

	3
	Brain cancer (C71)
	86
	6.1
	0.7

	4
	Accidental drowning and submersion (W65–W74)
	83
	5.9
	0.7

	5
	Cerebral palsy and other paralytic syndromes (G80–G83)
	67
	4.8
	0.6

	6
	Other ill-defined causes (R00–R94, R96–R99, I46.9, I95.9, I99, J96.0, J96.9, P28.5)
	61
	4.4
	0.5

	7
	Leukaemia (C91–C95)
	60
	4.3
	0.5

	8
	Suicide (X60–X84)
	59
	4.2
	0.5

	9
	Selected metabolic disorders excl. dehydration (E70–E89 excl. E86, E87)
	50
	3.6
	0.4

	10
	Assault (X85–Y09)
	37
	2.6
	0.3

	11
	Influenza and pneumonia (J09–J18)
	35
	2.5
	0.3

	12
	Accidental threats to breathing (W75–W84)
	33
	2.4
	0.3

	13
	Malignant neoplasms of thyroid and other endocrine glands (C73–C75)
	30
	2.1
	0.2

	14
	Epilepsy and status epilepticus (G40, G41)
	27
	1.9
	0.2

	15
	Asthma (J45–J46)
	25
	1.8
	0.2

	16
	Septicaemia (A40–A41)
	20
	1.4
	0.2

	17
	Other disorders of the nervous system (G90–G99)
	17
	1.2
	0.1

	18
	Exposure to smoke, fire and flames (X00–X09)
	16
	1.1
	0.1

	19
	Exposure to inanimate mechanical forces excl. firearms (W20–W49 excl. W32–W34)
	15
	1.1
	0.1

	19
	Diseases of myoneural junction and muscle (G70–G73)
	15
	1.1
	0.1

	19
	Malignant neoplasms of mesothelial and soft tissue (C45–C49)
	15
	1.1
	0.1

	 
	Top 20 leading causes
	1,062
	75.8
	..

	 
	All causes
	1,401
	100.0
	11.5

	15–24
	 
	 
	 
	

	1
	Suicide (X60–X84)
	1,044
	30.5
	11.2

	2
	Land transport accidents (V01–V89)
	765
	22.3
	8.2

	3
	Accidental poisoning (X40–X49)
	172
	5.0
	1.8

	4
	Assault (X85–Y09)
	105
	3.1
	1.1

	5
	Event of undetermined intent (Y10–Y34)
	74
	2.2
	0.8

	6
	Epilepsy and status epilepticus (G40, G41)
	72
	2.1
	0.8

	7
	Accidental drowning and submersion (W65–W74)
	69
	2.0
	0.7

	8
	Other ill-defined causes (R00–R94, R96–R99, I46.9, I95.9, I99, J96.0, J96.9, P28.5)
	68
	2.0
	0.7

	9
	Cerebral palsy and other paralytic syndromes (G80–G83)
	61
	1.8
	0.7

	9
	Brain cancer (C71)
	61
	1.8
	0.7

	11
	Certain conditions originating in the perinatal period, congenital malformations, deformations and chromosomal abnormalities (P00–P96, Q00–Q99 excl. P28.5)
	59
	1.7
	0.6

	12
	Malignant neoplasms of bone and articular cartilage (C40–C41)
	53
	1.5
	0.6

	13
	Leukaemia (C91–C95)
	52
	1.5
	0.6

	14
	Accidental falls (W00–W19)
	50
	1.5
	0.5

	15
	Selected metabolic disorders excl. dehydration (E70–E89 excl. E86, E87)
	46
	1.3
	0.5

	16
	Cardiomyopathy (I42)
	42
	1.2
	0.5

	17
	Water transport accidents (V90–V94)
	34
	1.0
	0.4

	18
	Diseases of myoneural junction and muscle (G70–G73)
	31
	0.9
	0.3

	19
	Lymphomas (C81–C86, C96)
	27
	0.8
	0.3

	19
	Malignant neoplasms of mesothelial and soft tissue (C45–C49)
	27
	0.8
	0.3

	 
	Top 20 leading causes
	2,912
	84.9
	..

	 
	All causes
	3,428
	100.0
	36.8


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2017). Deaths. Supplementary Data  for Leading Causes of Death Table S2: Leading causes of death by sex and age group, 2012–2014. Available at:https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/life-expectancy-death/deaths-in-australia/data
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	[bookmark: _Toc489626866]Jurisdiction
	Cost of Birth Certificate
	Waiver Available?
	Accepted modes of submitting birth registration

	Australian Capital Territory
	$53.00      
	Yes – fees can be waived by the Registrar-General in extenuating circumstances such as natural disasters – s 68 of the Act.
	Online
In Person
Post
Emailed form

	New South Wales
	$53.00    
	Yes – policy available here: http://www.bdm.nsw.gov.au/Documents/PO-02-05-Fee-Waiver-Policy-2014-08.pdf 
	Online (expected from December 2017)
In person
Post

	Northern Territory
	$44.00    
	Yes  - Section 47 Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 
	Online
In person
Post
Fax

	Queensland
	$45.00      
	No specific policy exists though the Registrar-General does have the ability to waive fees on a case by case basis following consideration of client specific hardships.  Generally speaking clients seeking fee waiver would be represented by a case worker of some description.
	Online
In person
Post

	South Australia
	$47.75      
	Yes – s 49 Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1996
	Online
In person
Post

	Tasmania
	$47.43       
	Yes. Parents on low incomes in Tasmania are able to apply for fee waivers for birth certificates.
	In Person
Post

	Victoria
	$48.05       
	Yes – s 49 Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1999 (Tas)
	In Person

	Western Australia
	$49.00 

	Yes – s 70 Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1998
http://www.concessions.wa.gov.au/Concessions/Pages/Registry-of-Births,-Deaths-and-Marriages---fee-waiver.aspx
Eligible persons can have their fees waived for birth, change of name, death, and marriage certificates. Additionally, persons who suffer domestic violence can apply for a fee-waived change of name registration. Section 70 of the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration Act 1998 (WA) gives the Registrar the power to remit or waive fees for eligible persons. Persons are requested to outline their situation in writing to the Registrar when applying for a fee-waived certificate. 
	In Person at the Perth Registry of Births, Deaths & Marriages or approved Court locations
Post


[bookmark: _Toc503853877]Indigenous Birth Registration and Access to Birth Certificates
	Jurisdiction
	Programs or policies to increase Indigenous Australian’s birth registration

	Commonwealth
	The Australian Government funded the mobile, Indigenous-led Pathfinders National Aboriginal Birth Certificate Program which provided free birth certificates to eligible applicants and assistance for registering their child’s birth. The program funded 7500 birth certificates between 2015 and 2017 in Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. The objective of the activity was to provide necessary registration and birth certificate documents for children to ensure they could access education.  

	New South Wales
	The Indigenous Access Project has been run since 2006, in collaboration with other government bodies and NGOs who provide funding for birth certificates. The certificates are provided by New South Wales Births, Deaths and Marriages (BDM) at a discounted rate. New South Wales BDM is in the process of revamping the program.

	Northern Territory
	As part of the introduction of the Banned Drinkers register, any residents born in the Northern Territory can apply for a birth certificate for free for 6 months. The Births, Deaths and Marriages Office receives notifications from the hospitals in relation to all births in the Northern Territory. The office will often contact the community or a health professional from that area to try and obtain the information required for birth registration. If a birth registration is not handed in for registration, the Office will complete the birth registration from the details provided by the hospital and through internal searches.

	Queensland
	The Queensland Department of Education and Training (DET) is partnering with Our Watch and the Luke Batty Foundation on a pilot project which will involve developing and trialling a transferable whole school approach to respectful relationships education in 10 primary schools 2016-2019.
Queensland Perinatal Data Collection (PDC) contains data on all births in Queensland. An estimate of the extent of under-registration of births in Queensland in 2014 revealed that 2.7% of births could not be linked with corresponding registration data. There were significant difference in linkage between Indigenous mothers (15-18% under-registration) and non-Indigenous mothers (1.8% under-registration).  

	Western Australia
	The Department of Justice in Western Australia, in partnership with other State and Commonwealth agencies, operates Open Days to provide government services to people living in regional and remote Aboriginal communities. Services include assisting Aboriginal people to register their birth and obtain birth certificates. Since 2011-12, the Department has issued more than 3,005 birth certificates, registered 1,254 previously unregistered Aboriginal births and issued more than 1,653 ‘confirmation of birth’ letters. The Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages has expanded its delivery to remote services through a self-funded Community Service Delivery model. 
This model currently provides certificate and registration services through various streams including:
· Remote School Assistance – engaging with remote community schools to facilitate the issue of birth certificates/registrations for students
· Facilitating and attending additional remote service events outside those planned by the Open Day program. These are done under the Community Service Delivery Day program
· Participating in a National Registrars ‘Birth Registration Enhancement Project‘ with the Department of Human Services and Medicare
· Partnering with the Department of Aboriginal Affairs in a targeted program to encourage and promote Aboriginal mothers of the importance of registering their baby’s birth, and
· Engaging with the Department of Human Services to improve data sharing to complete known unregistered births where the parents have failed to formally notify the Registry.
Funding for the Open Days Program is sourced from within the Departmental budget. The Registry of Births, Deaths and Marriages self‑funds its Community Service Delivery model from within its own budgetary process.



[bookmark: _Toc503853878]Freedom of expression (Art 13), freedom of thought, conscience and religion (Art 14) and freedom of association and of peaceful assembly (Art 15)
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	Jurisdiction
	Policies or laws that affect children’s freedom of movement, conscience or thought

	Australian Capital Territory
	Section 25 of the Bail Act 1992 permits the court to impose ‘conditions about the person’s conduct while released on bail and applies to adults and children.  Bail conditions prohibiting contact with named people, not to go to specified places or to reside at a specified place may be imposed under this section.
The Crimes (Sentencing) Act 2005 provides that ‘any other condition, not inconsistent with this Act or the Crimes (Sentence Administration) Act 2005 that the court considers appropriate’ may be imposed in relation to a good behaviour order.  This applies to good behaviour orders and suspended sentence orders with a good behaviour order.  The power may be used to impose a curfew or other appropriate conditions in relation to a child’s movements.
Non-association and place restriction orders may be imposed under Part 3.4 of the Crimes (Sentencing) Act 2005 when sentencing for certain offences and subject to specified criteria.  Non-association orders may prohibit being, or attempting to be with a named person or communicating or attempting to communicate with the person.  Place restriction orders may prohibit a child from being in, or within a specified distance, of a named place or area (or attempting).
Part 9 of the Crimes Act 1900 (as amended in 2016) allows police officers to give directions to leave and remain outside a certain area where a person is engaged in violent, intimidation or damage to property.

	New South Wales
	Section 25 of the Bail Act 2013 permits imposing conduct conditions on bail that require an accused person to do or refrain from doing something. 
The Children’s Court can impose a curfew condition on a child as part of a good behaviour bond, probation order or suspended control order imposed under section 33 of the Children (Criminal Proceedings Act) 1987 (CCPA). If a child is being dealt with as an adult in the higher courts, a curfew condition can be imposed as part of a good behaviour bond, suspended sentence, or order for home detention under the relevant provisions of the CCPA. Prior to imposing such a sentence, the court will usually seek a report on the child from Juvenile Justice New South Wales providing guidance on appropriate conditions. 
The Police have certain powers under sections 197 and 198 of the Law Enforcement (Powers and Responsibilities) Act 2002 that can be used in relation to young people. These powers enable police to move young people on from public places. This includes situations where a person is obstructing another person, harassing or intimidating another person or is intoxicated and is likely to be a risk to public safety. 
The CCPA outlines the hierarchy of responses available to courts to deal with youth offending, including community sentences and alternatives to custody. The Court may also refer an offender to a conference under the Young Offenders Act 1997. 

	Northern Territory
	Curfew can be imposed as part of a bail condition pursuant to paragraphs 27A(1)(e) or (f) of the Bail Act.  Curfew can also be imposed as part of a sentencing option in the form of a good behaviour order, alternative detention order or suspended detention order under the Youth Justice Act. 
Police has substantially similar ‘move-on’ powers in relation to loitering which are contained in the Summary Offences Act.

	Queensland
	In Queensland, the Youth Justice Act 1992 outlines the principles and framework for the criminal justice system’s dealing with children. Included in these youth justice principles is that if a child commits an offence, the child should generally be treated in a way that diverts the child from the courts’ criminal justice system, unless the nature of the offence and the child’s criminal history indicate that a proceeding for the offence should be started.   
In regards to movement within public space, Queensland Police have the power to move-on people (including young people) from a public space in a range of circumstances. Pursuant to the Police Powers and Responsibilities Act 2000, police can move a person on if his or her behaviour or presence causes, amongst other things, anxiety; interference with trade or business; or is disorderly, obstructive, or disruptive.  Move-on powers can require a person to leave a stated area for not more than 24 hours and it is an offence to breach such a direction.  
It is important to note that Queensland Police also implement a range of polices around supporting youth or disadvantaged individuals that may come into contact with officers in both public and private settings. The state-wide police referral framework allows police officers to connect individuals with external support providers to address a range of social issues that may be negatively impacting their lives.   
Amendments to the Youth Justice Act 1992 commencing on 1 July 2016 extended the range of diversionary options available to police and courts, including but not limited to court referrals to restorative justice conferencing. 

	Tasmania
	Curfews are imposed in accordance with section 5 of the Bail Act 1994.  
‘Move on‘ powers exist in section 5B of the Police Offences Act 1935.  
Graffiti offences are dealt with under section 15CA of the Police Offences Act 1935.

	Victoria
	The Summary Offences Act 1966 was amended in late 2009 to introduce move on powers for police. A person or person can be directed to leave a public place, or part thereof, if a police member suspects on reasonable grounds that the person is or persons are breaching, or likely to breach, the peace; or the person is or persons are endangering, or likely to endanger, the safety of any other person; or the behaviour of the person or persons is likely to cause injury to a person or damage to property or is otherwise a risk to public safety.
Victoria also has specific legislation in relation to graffiti, the Graffiti Prevention Act 2007. The Act contains offences for marking graffiti, marking offensive graffiti, possessing a prescribed graffiti implement (an aerosol can) on public transport land, possessing a graffiti implement with the intention of marking graffiti, advertising aerosol cans for sale and selling an aerosol can to a person who is under 18 years of age.
If a child is charged with a public order offence, there are a number of support services children can be referred to. The Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 provides community-based services for children and their families, and the provision of protective services for children where necessary.
The Control of Weapons Act 1990 was amended in 2017 to provide police with the power to direct a person to leave a designated area in specified circumstances.

	Western Australia
	The Prohibited Behaviour Orders Act 2010 provides courts with a mechanism to restrict a person over the age of 16 years who has a history of anti-social behaviour related offences from specified behaviours with the intent of restricting their movement, who they can associate with and what they can carry on their person.
Subsection 6(4) states that a Prohibited Behaviours Order (PBO) cannot be made against a person unless that person has reached an age of 16 years.
Paragraph 35(1)(a) deals with the breach of PBO by a child. The breach carries the penalty of a fine of $2,000 or 2 years imprisonment or both. In the case of young persons, the court is required to have regard to the principles of juvenile justice and other matters set-out within the Young Offenders Act 1994. The court has discretion to restrict publication of PBO details relating to an offender, including young offenders, and is to have regard to the well-being of the young person when making this determination.
Subsection 34(2) provides that:
Unless ordered otherwise by a court, the CEO must publish on a website the following in relation to a constrained person — 
1. the name of the constrained person; 
1. a photograph of the constrained person;
1. the town or suburb where the constrained person lives; 
1. the constraints imposed by the PBO on the activities and behaviour of the constrained person.
Prohibited behaviour orders are designed as a practical mechanism to prevent further offending by enhancing the capacity of the state to restrict and monitor the behaviour of such offenders. 
Upon Western Australia Police commencing ownership of the PBO applications and hearings a robust assessment process, including fairness test, was developed. To date there has been no PBO applications for juveniles progressed to the Children’s Court Western Australia.
Breaches of prohibited behaviour orders are criminal offences and the breach of an order made in the Children’s Court is a fine of $2,000 or imprisonment for 2 years, or both. 
The Services Act 2004 allows a police officer to move the at risk child to a safe place. The Facility is run in partnership with WA Police, Department for Child Protection and Family Service, Mission Australia and the Noongar Patrol to provide follow-up family support and transport services.
Under the Bail Act 1982, Young Offenders Act 1994 and the Sentencing Act 1995, courts may order a curfew, which may or may not include electronic monitoring, as a condition of bail or community based sentence for young persons. 
The Graffiti Vandalism Act 2016 includes an offence to sell a graffiti implement to a child, and restricts persons from being in possession of a thing with the intention of using it to destroy, damage or deface property.
Young People in Northbridge Project—update on the program since 2008.
The Youth at Risk Facility (previous Young people in Northbridge Project) initiative focuses on at risk children and young people under the age of 16. The YAR facility in Northbridge operates Friday and Saturday night and is utilised by police in response to children and young people who are deemed to be a risk as defined by section 41 of the Children and Community. 
The Department for Child Protection continues to support services provided by the Noongar Patrol, Killara Youth Services, and Mission Australia, to provide transport services to take children home from Northbridge and provide follow-up family support.
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	Jurisdiction
	Statutory bodies and other measures to protect privacy. 

	Commonwealth
	Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) - an independent statutory agency with privacy functions, conferred by the Privacy Act 1988 and other laws, freedom of information functions, in particular, oversight of the operation of the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and review of decisions made by agencies and ministers under that Act and government information policy functions, conferred on the Australian Information Commissioner under the Australian Information Commissioner Act 2010 .

	Australian Capital Territory
	Australian Capital Territory Information Privacy Commissioner

	New South Wales
	New South Wales Privacy Commissioner

	Northern Territory
	The Information Commissioner promotes understanding and awareness of FOI and Privacy in the community and the public sector, and deals with complaints about breaches of privacy and about FOI decisions made by public sector organisations.
Section 155 of the Information Act allows complaint to be made by a child or on behalf of a child.

	Queensland
	The Queensland Office of the Information Commissioner receives privacy complaints under the Information Privacy Act 2009 which covers the Queensland public sector.

	South Australia
	South Australia has issued an administrative instruction requiring its government agencies to generally comply with a set of Information Privacy Principles and has established a South Australian Privacy Committee to handle privacy complaints.

	Tasmania
	The Office of Ombudsman handles complaints in relation to privacy of information issues under the Personal Information Protection Act 2004 (the PIP Act).  The PIP Act regulates the collection, maintenance, use, correction and disclosure of personal information.

	Victoria
	The Victorian Commissioner for Privacy and Data Protection is an independent statutory officer established by the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (which commenced on 17 September 2014). This legislation covers the handling of all personal information, other than health information, as well as covering protective data security, in the public sector in Victoria.
On 1 September 2017, the Office of the Commissioner for Privacy and Data Protection (CPDP) and the Office of the Freedom of Information Commissioner were combined, creating the new Office of the Victorian Information Commissioner (OVIC). The Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (PDP Act) covers the handling of all personal information, other than health information, as well as covering protective data security, in the public sector in Victoria. Under OVIC, the functions and powers of the former CPDP remain largely the same and the Information Privacy Principles (IPPs) and the Victorian Protective Data Security Standards (VPDSS) under the PDP Act are unchanged. 
The Victorian Privacy and Data Protection Commissioner is an independent statutory officer established by the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (PDPA) (which commenced on 17 September 2014). This legislation covers the handling of all personal information, as well as protective data security, in the public sector . The PDPA replaced the Information Privacy Act 2000, reproducing its 10 enforceable privacy principles.
Health privacy is protected through similar principles under the Health Records Act 2001.
Victoria has other laws giving purpose-built protection for the privacy interests of children, in addition to general data protection laws above (e.g. the Judicial Proceedings Reports Act 1958, and the strict confidentiality provisions in the Children Youth and Families Act 2005).
The Family Violence Protection Amendment (Information Sharing) Act 2017 will create a purpose-built family violence information-sharing regime, removing legislative barriers to sharing relevant information and authorising a ‘trusted circle’ of agencies to share information relevant to family violence risk assessment and management. The Bill authorises the sharing of information without consent from the child to make clear that a child’s right to be safe from family violence takes precedence over any individual’s rights to privacy. It is the government’s intention that practitioners will apply these principles so that consistent with best practice, child victim consent is sought wherever appropriate.

	Western Australia
	The state public sector in Western Australia does not currently have a legislative privacy regime. Various confidentiality provisions cover government agencies and some of the privacy principles are provided for in the Freedom of Information Act 1992 overseen by the Office of the Information Commissioner.
The privacy of children in Western Australian schools is protected by the provisions within the Freedom of Information Act (1992) and the Department of Education subscribing to the privacy principles contained in the Commonwealth Privacy Act 1988.  These principles are embedded in the draft information release guidelines currently being prepared and the Records Management Policies and Procedures of the Department of Education.
The Western Australian Information Commissioner reviews complaints about decisions made by state government departments upon receipt of a request for an external review from a person dissatisfied with an agency’s decision on internal review.  The Information Commissioner attempts to resolve complaints informally and by conciliation wherever possible.  If this is not possible the Commissioner usually issues a formal decision that confirms, varies or sets aside the agency’s decision.
An agency is required to give effect to the Commissioner’s decision subject to appeal to the Supreme Court on a question of law.
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	Jurisdiction
	Action/Initiatives to reduce family violence (including funding and evaluation measures)

	Commonwealth
	The National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and Their Children (2010-2022) provides a 12 year platform for action by Commonwealth, State and Territory governments aimed at achieving a significant and sustained reduction in violence against women and their children.
Australia is undertaking a variety of frontline initiatives across each stage of the family violence prevention, intervention, prosecution, remediation, and survivor support space as well as collaborating with key stakeholder organisations, jurisdictional partners, and representative bodies to develop resources focused on challenging and changing attitudes and behaviours that lead to violence against women and children.
Women’s Safety Package - $100 million
· Package A.1 - Technology Trials	
$8.031 million (2015 20)
· Package A.2 (a) - Safe Technology for Women – Safe Phones for Women
$4.1 million (2015-18)	
· Package A.2 (b) - Safe Technology for Women – eSafetyWomen - An online and off line resource package to inform and empower women at risk of technology facilitated abuse.
$2.1 million (2015-18)	
· Package A.3 (a) & (b) - Keeping Women Safe in their Homes	
$15.970 (2015-18)	
· Package A.4 - Further Expansion of 1800RESPECT
$5.00 million (2015-18) 
· Package A.5 – Increased funding for MensLine Australia 	
$1.961 million (2015-18)	
· Package A.6 - Extension and expansion of Prisoner Through Care services, including for prisoners with domestic violence offences	
$9,698,467 (2016-18)	
· Package A.7 - Torres Strait Airstrip Upgrades	
$3.055 million (2015-18)	
· Package A.8 - Cross Border Domestic Violence Intelligence Desk	
· Package B.1 (a) & (b) - Better Responses from Frontline Staff - DV-Alert
Note: $0.5 million of funding was provided under this measure to the Department of Health for training for GPs	
$13.499 (2015-18)	
· Package B.2 (a) & (b) - Legal Assistance: Specialist Domestic Violence Units and Health Justice Partnerships	
$23.4 million (2015-19)
· Package B.3 - Local Support Coordinators	
$5.00 million (2015-18)
· Package B.4 - Community Engagement Police Officer Programme
$1.4 million over 3 years was provided in June 2015.
This is in addition to $2.5 million provided to NT Police as part of the 2014 Budget.	
· Package B.5 - Adaptation of domestic violence module and associated training for the Australian Nurse-Family Partnership Programme (ANFPP)
$1.1 million	
· Package C.1 - Educating Against Domestic Violence	
$4.992 million (2015-18)	
Third Action Plan - $100 million
· 1.1(a) All jurisdictions commit to implementing Our Watch’s Change the story: A shared framework for the primary prevention of violence.
· 1.1(b) Better targeting The Line campaign at diverse cohorts of young people.
· 1.1(c) Develop a bystander campaign to support people to intervene where safe to do so.
· 1.1(d) Continue collaboration with the media to improve reporting on and support for victims of domestic, family and sexual violence.
· Action 1.2: Support local communities to take effective action to reduce violence against women and their children.
· 1.2(a) Co-design tools and resources with local governments to engage with business, sporting organisations and community groups to promote action against violence and engage all levels of business to lead and collaborate on initiatives to drive a reduction in violence
· 1.2(b) Support culturally and linguistically diverse women, young people and communities, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and elders, to lead efforts to reduce violence against women in their communities.
· Action 1.3: Support schools & teachers to deliver age-appropriate respectful relationships education to all school children, covering sexual violence, gender equality issues and a range of other relationship issues, and tailored to vulnerable cohorts.
· This Action is not funded through the Third Action Plan. The Department of Education and Training will provide resources to support respectful relationships education for students from Foundation to Year 12. These resources will be freely available online to all Australian schools communities through the Student Wellbeing Hub. See Women’s Safety Package C.1 - Educating against Domestic Violence for further details.
· Action 1.4: Increase men’s involvement in gender equality and reducing violence, including through the use of influencers and role models.
· 1.4(a) Use a range of communication, ambassador and public relations activities to raise awareness about non-physical abuse and where to seek help
· 1.4(b) Engage parenting services to incorporate primary prevention resources and advice on ways to equally share parenting, into programs for first-time parents and fathers
· Action 1.5: Embed gender equality in workplace culture and increase women’s workforce participation and economic security.
· 1.5(a) Build on work being done across the public and private sectors to embed greater gender equality in workplace culture and increase workforce participation and economic security for women
· 1.5(b) Support employers and employees when domestic and family violence impacts on workplaces by providing a ‘one-stop-shop’ for resources on effective workplace responses to violence against women and their children
· Action 1.6: Improve financial literacy and competence for women experiencing, or at risk of violence.
· 1.6 (a) Increase the availability of financial support and counselling and partner with corporate bodies and non-government organisations to improve women’s access to microfinance products
· National Priority Area 2: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Women and Children
· Action 2.1: Support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities to prevent and respond to violence against women and their children.
· 2.1(a) Establish culturally appropriate support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women to lead community efforts against violence
· 2.1(c) Our Watch to work with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations to develop an Indigenous-specific resource to sit alongside ‘Change the story: A shared framework for the primary prevention of violence’
· Action 2.2: Conduct a study in remote, regional and urban communities to improve our understanding of what it will take to reduce domestic, family and sexual violence in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.
· 2.2(a) Examine the extent of exposure to violence against women and their children; social impacts on relationships, health, wellbeing, education and workforce participation; availability, appropriateness and effectiveness of services and other supports; and identify what else is needed to reduce exposure to, and the effects of, violence in communities
· Action 2.4: Establish improved community-driven, trauma-informed supports that give choice to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and their children who have experienced domestic, family or sexual violence.
· Build the capacity of communities to respond to domestic, family and sexual violence through boosting local workforce development
· 2.4(b) Develop and implement wrap-around, case-managed support for families
· 2.4(c) Improve and expand on current services so they provide intensive, holistic, culturally sensitive responses
· 2.4(d) Support perpetrators of violence to engage in behaviour change programs to address the drivers of their violence
· 2.4(e) Intervene early and support parents and carers to meet the needs of children and young people, to reduce problem behaviours and connect them with the services they need
· National Priority Area 3: Greater Support and Choice
· Action 3.1: Develop and implement national principles for risk assessment for victims and perpetrators of violence, based on evidence, including the risks that are present for children and other family members who experience or are exposed to violence
· Action 3.2:  Develop an evidence-based national workforce agenda to support frontline services and improve responses to violence against women and their children.
· 3.2(a) Review the specialist domestic, family and sexual violence workforce, and frontline workforces that engage with women and their children who have experienced violence, or with perpetrators. Identify gaps and challenges faced by this workforce and recommend actions that could be undertaken by employers and funding bodies to strengthen the workforce
· Action 3.3: Strengthen safe and appropriate accommodation options and supports for women and their children escaping violence, including specialist women’s services.
· 3.3 Strengthen safe and appropriate accommodation options and supports for women and their children escaping violence, including specialist women’s services
· 3.3(a) Assess and work to address the immediate, medium and long-term accommodation needs of women escaping violence
· Action 3.5: Improve support to women with disability who experience or are at risk of violence by working with them, the disability sector, specialist family and domestic violence services and mainstream services.
· 3.5(a) Engage with women with disability, researchers and the disability sector to better understand and address the diverse experience of violence against women with disability
· 3.5(b) Develop accredited training for the disability workforce to improve their capacity to identify and support women with disability who experience violence
· 3.5(c) Foster innovative and collaborative service delivery and outreach to improve the quality and accessibility of services
· Action 3.6: Improve the quality and accessibility of services for women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.
· 3.6 Improve the quality and accessibility of services for women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women 
· 3.6(c) Trial intensive recovery-focused support programs for women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds who have experienced violence to improve life skills and employment prospects
· 3.6(d) Improve access to culturally appropriate family dispute resolution services and support
· Action 3.7: Use technology to support women who have experienced violence.
· 3.7(a) Enhance and expand video and online options for ‘real-time’ counselling and support, including through 1800RESPECT, and explore how technology can be harnessed to provide safe and relevant services for women in rural, remote and isolated communities and for women with disability
· Action 3.8: Ensure migration rules and eligibility requirements for support services do not disempower victims of violence or discourage them from leaving violent relationships.
· 3.8(a) Develop appropriate visa arrangements for temporary residents experiencing violence.
· 3.8(b) Revise eligibility requirements to enable more victims of violence to access support
· Action 3.9: Support community-driven initiatives to prevent and respond to diverse and complex forms of violence against women, and improve community awareness of these forms of violence.
· 3.9(a) Provide leadership training to young people from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds to drive attitudinal change in their communities
· 3.9(b) Build the capacity of community and faith leaders to reject, prevent and respond to violence
· Action 3.10: Enhance services in the family law system for families experiencing, or at risk of experiencing, violence.
· 3.10(a) Integrate legal and social support services
· Action 4.3: Support frontline services to better recognise and respond to women and their children who have experienced sexual violence, including the knowledge and confidence to refer to specialist sexual violence services.
· 4.3(a) Ensure frontline services have the information they need to identify and refer all women who require specialist sexual violence services, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women, women from culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds, lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, transgender, intersex and queer women, older women and women with disability
· Action 4.4:  Deliver an evidence based community initiative to understand and counter the impact of pervasive pornography and promote positive, healthy behaviours of young people negotiating sexual relationships.
· 4.4(a) Undertake developmental research to inform effective strategies and messages to engage young people and the broader community
· 4.4(b) Develop a communication activity and support the development of resources and tools for influencers so they can have conversations with children and young people about healthy relationships, choice, respect, and pornography
· 4.4(c) Provide resources for young women and men to enable them to have the information and confidence to make respectful and empowered sexual and relationship choices
· Action 4.6: Respond to the distribution of intimate material without consent, including what is known as ‘revenge pornography’.
· 4.6(a) Develop a national portal to assist women in the removal of intimate images that are distributed online without their consent.
· 4.6(b) Work with internet content hosts / services / telecommunication companies and social media services to facilitate consistent and responsive approaches for removal of intimate material
· 4.6(c) Undertake a national legislative review of the adequacy of criminal legislation for those distributing intimate material without consent to identify any jurisdictional amendments that may be required
· 4.6(d) Provide information to the broader community that highlights the impacts and consequences of distributing intimate material
· Action 5.1:  Commonwealth, state and territory agencies to work together to implement supported recommendations of the Family Law Council’s Families with Complex Needs and the Intersection of the Family Law and Child Protection Systems interim and final reports.
· 5.1(a) Improve interactions between the family law and child protection systems, and enhance the family law system’s capacity to identify and respond to domestic, family and sexual violence
· Action 5.3:  Identify and address service gaps and build capacity of specialist and mainstream service providers to recognise and respond to the impacts of violence on children.
· 5.3(a) Assess the workforce capacity of specialist and mainstream services systems, including the role of each and pathways in between
· Action 6.2:  Improve targeted perpetrator interventions including police, courts, corrections, child protection, legal services and support, behaviour change programs, offender programs and clinical services.	
The National Campaign to Reduce Violence Against Women
· $31 million (2015-18)
Other COAG Initiatives
· National Domestic Violence Order Scheme 
$1.2 million for interim solution, $13.9 million for implementation, $12.3 million for operating costs for first five years.
· National Outcome Standards for Perpetrator Interventions (NOSPI)
$4 million
Family Law Package and Related Reforms
· Funding for Community Legal Centres
$39 million
· Funding for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal Services
$16.7 million
· Expansion of Specialist Domestic Violence Units 
$3.4 million
· Parenting Management Hearings
$12.7 million
· Employment of additional family consultants in the family law courts
$10.7 million
· Commission the Australian Law Reform Commission to undertake a comprehensive review of the family law system
Amending the Family Law Act 1975 to introduce a legislative ban on direct cross-examination in family law proceedings where there are allegations of family violence

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory government is implementing the Australian Capital Territory Strategy to Prevent Violence Against Women and Children 2011-17. The Strategy aims to: 
· Reduce violence against women and children
· Promote a non-discriminatory and anti-violence culture with equal and respectful relationships
· Increase in the proportion of women and children who feel safe both inside and outside their homes
· Provide holistic responses through joined-up systems and service
· Hold men who use violence to account and which work to change their behaviour
· Increase in the number of women and children subjected to violence who engage with the criminal justice system, and
· Reduce the rates of homelessness for women and children subjected to violence.
The Strategy will be evaluated following its completion at the end of 2017.
The 2016-17 and 2017-18 Australian Capital Territory government Budgets allocated a significant injection of funds to address family violence in the Australian Capital Territory. The government has funded the Safer Families Package ($21.4 million from Australian Capital Territory 2016-2017 Budget) provided funding to implement: establishment of Coordinator‑General for Family Safety (CGFS) position; collaborative and integrated approach to services through a dedicated Family Safety Hub; authorisation of information sharing and collaborative practices via a new legislative framework; and development of a skilled and educated workforce.
The perinatal period is recognised as a time of heightened risk for domestic and family violence, and thus Australian Capital Territory Health has introduced screening across its Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service, including the Perinatal Mental Health Service.
The Australian Capital Territory government has funded the Safer Families Package ($21.4 million from 2016-2017 Budget) provided funding to implement:  establishment of Coordinator-General for Family Safety (CGFS) position; collaborative and integrated approach to services through a dedicated Family Safety Hub; authorisation of information sharing and collaborative practices via a new legislative framework; and development of a skilled and educated workforce.

	New South Wales
	The New South Wales government has delivered significant reforms to improve the criminal justice system response to domestic and family violence. There is a New South Wales Premier’s Priority for Reducing Domestic Violence Reoffending and the NSW Domestic and Family Violence Blueprint for Reform 2016-2021. The interventions that will target domestic violence offenders to prevent reoffending have three areas of focus. The government is intervening earlier, through strong policing focussed on high risk offenders, use of behavioural insights interventions with Apprehended Domestic Violence Order defendants to improve their compliance, and timely provision of interventions to defendants on bail and remand. Another area of focus is increasing conviction rates. On 1 June 2015, the government introduced Domestic Violence Evidence in Chief reforms (DVEC). DVEC allows a video-recorded statement taken by NSW Police from a DV complainant to be admissible as the complainant’s evidence in chief in DV offence proceedings. The objectives of DVEC are to improve victim participation in and experience of the criminal justice process, reduce the time it takes courts to hear DV matters and increase conviction rates. In 2016-17, the Department of Justice achieved the NSW Police Force benchmark for the use of DVEC in 40 per cent of domestic violence assault incidents. Finally, the interventions also focus on changing Offenders’ Behaviour - the NSW government is introducing a range of targeted, evidence based and innovative interventions to change offenders’ behaviour. These interventions include the EQUIPS suite of programs such as the Domestic Abuse Program, designed to address a range of criminogenic risks; enhanced supervision of offenders on community based orders; and stronger case management of offenders in custody. 
The New South Wales government has also implemented significant reforms as part of the Domestic Violence Justice Strategy 2013-2017 to improve the response of the criminal justice system to domestic and family violence. This includes a range of initiatives to improve support for victims of DV who are in contact with the justice system. The reforms ensure that victims are engaged and supported throughout the court process, and provide state-wide access to specialist support services.
The New South Wales government provides support to victims of domestic violence through the Safer Pathway reform. The It Stops Here Safer Pathway is a fundamental change in how agencies and organisations support victims’ safety. Through the It Stops Here Safer Pathway, the NSW government provides services to victims when they need them.
Through Legal Aid New South Wales, the government provides a range of legal services to victims of domestic violence, including assistance on family law matters, child support issues, care and protection, housing, credit and debt, and victims’ compensation. Legal Aid New South Wales has also established a specialist Domestic Violence Unit, dedicated to helping clients who have experienced domestic and family violence with their legal and social needs, as well as increasing the capacity of Legal Aid New South Wales staff to assist these clients.
The New South Wales government Department of Justice provides a range of information, referral and support options for victims of domestic violence through the Victims Access Line and the Victims Support Scheme. 
The New South Wales government has strengthened the legislative framework to address domestic violence. In 2016, it passed the Crimes (Domestic and Personal Violence) Amendment (Review) Act 2016 to expand domestic violence offences to all New South Wales and Commonwealth criminal offences where the defendant coerces, controls or causes the victim to fear for their safety, introduce plain English apprehended domestic violence orders (ADVOs). Plain English ADVOs are written in clear and simple language, without complex legal jargon. This makes it easier for defendants to understand and comply with their orders. Plain English ADVOs are also intended to help victims to understand the protections given to them and broaden the definition of ‘domestic relationship‘ to enable a victim’s new partner to seek an ADVO against the victim’s ex-partner.
In 2014 the New South Wales government introduced the Criminal Procedure Amendment (Domestic Violence Complainants) Act to enable victims of domestic violnece to give evidence through a recorded video or audio statement (DVEC) in domestic violence court proceedings. DVEC is designed to reduce victim stress and trauma recounting events.
In 2017 the New South Wales government passed the Crimes Amendment (Intimate Images) Act 2017 to criminalise the non-consensual distribution of intimate images. The offences are designed to deter and punish offenders and ensure victims are adequately protected under the criminal law. The legislation includes a new offence of threatening to record or distribute an intimate image, recognising that such threats can be used to intimidate and control behaviour in the context of domestic and family relationships.

	Northern Territory
	Northern Territory Health has committed to a range of actions arising from the Northern Territory government Domestic and Family Violence Strategy including: 
· establishing a high level Northern Territory Health Domestic and Family Violence Advisory Group comprised of Executive members from across Northern Territory Health
· producing a Northern Territory Health Domestic and Family Violence Policy and Clinical Guidelines
· producing a Northern Territory Health Mandatory Policy and procedures
· advising the Office of Commissioner of Public Employment in the development of whole of government information and procedures for agency response to staff experiencing Domestic and Family Violence
· partnering with the Victorian government to develop national agreed Domestic and Family Violence Risk Assessment Principles
· funding (jointly with the Commonwealth) 28 Women’s Safe Houses across the Northern Territory
· implementing the Family Safety Framework and-an integrated multiagency response to women and children at serious risk of harm, and
· funding of outreach and counselling services, research and evidence based behaviour change programs for perpetrators, and ‘No more‘ campaign.

	Queensland
	Queensland contributes to the protection of children through the Queensland Women’s Strategy 2016-21, Queensland Violence Against Women Prevention Plan 2016-22 and the Queensland government response to the report of the Special Taskforce on Domestic and Family Violence, Not Now, Not Ever: Putting an End to Domestic and Family Violence in Queensland.
Domestic and family violence has wide-reaching impacts on victims, their children, families, friends, co-workers and communities.  The Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Strategy 2016-2026 and its supporting Action Plans set us on a 10-year path to ending domestic and family violence in Queensland communities.  Initiatives in the Second Action Plan 2016-17 to 2018-19 will shift community attitudes and behaviours, including through the Respectful Relationships Education program delivered in schools, and wider community education activities. It will also integrate service responses to deliver the services and support that victims and perpetrators need, including to children affected by domestic and family violence. It will also deliver a stronger justice system that prioritises victim safety and holds perpetrators to account.  Perpetrator programs, including those specifically for fathers, are being delivered and the intersection between family law and the child protection system is being considered to keep victims and their children safe.
As part of the actions of the Queensland Second Action Plan of the Domestic and Family Violence Prevention Strategy, Queensland government has committed $69.5 million over four years to undertake a staged rollout of a state-wide specialist DFV justice response to include specialist DFV courts, including specialist magistrates and wraparound services, in Southport, Beenleigh and Townsville with circuits to Mount Isa and Palm Island.   
Queensland Health is partnering with other government agencies (led by Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services) and community partners in the implementation of a number of Domestic and Family Violence Integrated Service Response trials around the state.

	South Australia
	A Right to Safety (ARTS) outlines the government’s response to violence against women and its commitment to the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children 2010-2022. ARTS builds on reforms undertaken since 2005 through South Australia’s Women’s Safety Strategy, to improve legislation and services and to increase community understanding of the effects of violence against women. It has a stronger focus on prevention to stop violence against women from occurring in the first place. Its broad focus, from early intervention through to community education, includes raising awareness about women’s safety.
Commencing in 2014, this cross-agency initiative brings together staff from the South Australia Police (SAPOL), the Department for Communities and Social Inclusion, Department for Education and Child Development, the Department for Child Protection, South Australia Health, and the Department for Correctional Services, to ensure a coordinated response to high risk cases of domestic or family violence. Led by SAPOL, the initiative enables timely information sharing to manage domestic violence and related child protection issues. Critical information held across agencies is used to analyse and assess actual or potential risk of harm and recommend timely and proportionate agency-specific safeguarding action. The 2016-17 Budget allocated an additional $683,000 over four years to expand the service to include non-government women’s domestic violence services.
The Family Safety Framework seeks to ensure that services to families at high and imminent risk of violence or harm are managed in a structured and systematic way, through government and non-government agencies sharing information and developing positive action plans to reduce risks at the local level. The initiative includes Family Safety Meetings (held at the local level) focusing on individual high-risk cases, and common risk assessment, to ensure consistency in assessment. Family Safety Meetings are conducted in 19 regions throughout metropolitan and regional South Australia. Family Safety Meetings occur in Police Local Service Areas and all relevant service providers, government and non-government, are able to attend. The primary criteria for inclusion in a meeting are a family or individual being assessed as at high risk due to domestic and family violence. Representatives from service providers plan and undertake specific actions which aim to immediately reduce the risk of harm to women and children.
Funding of $176,639 per year is allocated for the Family Safety Framework, of which $126,000 is from the Victims of Crime Fund.
Ceduna Building Resilience aims to achieve positive outcomes for families, women and their children by working across sectors to improve the safety and wellbeing of children, advance gender equality and reduce violence against women and their children. The purpose is to strengthen relationships, support families, improve children’s wellbeing, increase participation in community life, and reduce the costs of family breakdown. Project goals include providing supported accommodation for young Aboriginal mothers and their babies; offering mothers practical and family support, as well as parenting education; and through coordinated services, support young Aboriginal mothers and their children to safely return home.
The project also aims to address gaps in service provision and respond to family and domestic violence by promoting non-violence, respectful relationships and encouraging existing collaborative responses in the region.
Violence against Women Collaborations have been developed through partnerships between government and non-government agencies to respond to and prevent violence against women at a local level. The Collaborations aim to build community capacity and create cultural and attitudinal change to address the underlying causes of violence against women and their children. The multiple collaborations operating across South Australia seek to ensure effective multi-agency tailored service responses for clients who are seeking services; establish strong regional connections and focus across South Australia; ensure improved and more sustainable client outcomes; and contribute to policy debate occurring at a state and regional level.
Each collaboration identifies the key issues and priorities in their region.

	Tasmania
	Safe Homes, Safe Families: Tasmania’s Family Violence Action Plan 2015‑2020, the Tasmanian government’s $26 million whole-of-government response to addressing family violence. Safe Homes, Safe Families prioritises the safety and wellbeing of those affected by family violence, particularly women and children. It focuses on three priority areas for action, changing the attitudes and behaviours that lead to family violence, supporting families affected by family violence; and strengthening legal responses to family violence to hold perpetrators to account for their violent behaviours. The Tasmanian government continues to monitor and evaluate the implementation of existing Safe Homes, Safe Families actions to ensure a flexible and evidence based approach to the development of new actions and to underpin decisions for funding from the 2019-20 financial year and beyond. www.dpac.tas.gov.au/safehomessafefamilies
Approximately $40 million in direct and indirect funding supports the Tasmanian family violence service system, including Safe At Home, the Tasmanian government’s integrated, whole-of-government criminal justice response to family violence: www.safeathome.tas.gov.au.
Tasmania is a signatory to the National Plan to Reduce Violence Against Women and their Children 2010-2022.
The Tasmanian government is a member of Australia’s National Research Organisation for Women’s Safety (ANROWS), providing more than $100,000 to support ANROWS’s research since its establishment in 2013‑14. In 2016, the Tasmanian government committed to ANROWS membership from 2016-2020, with the option of extending until 2022 to cover the life of the National Plan (an investment of almost $150,000 over four years).

	Victoria
	In Victoria, Australia’s first Royal Commission into Family Violence delivered its final report with 227 recommendations in March 2016. The report was directed at improving the foundations of the current system, identifying opportunities to transform the way in which Victoria responded to family violence, and build the structures that will guide and oversee a holistic and long-term reform program. A number of the Royal Commission’s recommendations require national agreement and cross-jurisdictional cooperation. 
In November 2016, the Victorian government released Ending Family Violence: Victoria’s Plan for Change our 10-year strategy for every Royal Commission recommendation and for building a future where Victorian children and families are free from family violence.  In the 2016‑17 Budget, $572 million was invested to begin work on the Royal Commission’s most urgent recommendations, and in 2017-18, an unprecedented $1.9 billion package was announced to continue funding of every recommendation. The Royal Commission acknowledges that family violence has devastating effects on children, with a number of reforms announced to strengthen responses for children to keep them safe.
In March 2016, Victoria’s Royal Commission into Family Violence delivered its final report with 227 recommendations directed at improving the foundations of the current system. Ending Family Violence: Victoria’s Plan for Change: our 10-year strategy and an unprecedented $1.9 billion package announced in the 2017-18 Budget detail how Victoria will implement every recommendation of the Royal Commission.

	Western Australia
	Western Australia’s Family and Domestic Violence Prevention Strategy to 2022 works within the National Plan to Reduced Violence against Women and their Children 2010-2022 and is aligned to each of the three year national action plans.  Western Australia’s Family and Domestic Violence Strategy provides the framework for responding to family and domestic violence (FDV) in Western Australia. It builds on the reforms undertaken through the WA Strategic Plan for Family and Domestic Violence 2009‑2013 and aligns state priorities with the focus areas of the National Plan. 
The Western Australian Domestic Violence Service System Project involves the Department of Communities, working in partnership with the Women’s Council for Domestic and Family Violence Service (WA) Inc, to progress reforms for a family and domestic violence service system. The service system aims to improve the safety of women and children impacted by family and domestic violence. This project includes three specialist 24/7 emergency response services that will take a lead role in coordination and facilitation of services across the Perth metropolitan area.
The Freedom from Fear Action Plan 2015 is working towards the elimination of family and domestic violence in Western Australia and has been developed in consultation with government and community sector stakeholders. It focuses on engaging and responding to perpetrators of family and domestic violence.
Initiatives to date include the Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence, who was appointed following Western Australian State Election in March 2017 and is responsible for co-ordinating a whole-of-government approach to family and domestic violence. 
The Stopping Family Violence Peak Body was launched in May 2017 to drive forward the agenda of responding to perpetrators of family and domestic violence and growing the evidence base that supports this work. The organisation works in partnership with women and children’s services, policy makers and researchers to provide leadership in the area of family and domestic violence perpetrator response. These collaborations will facilitate activities such as advocacy, workforce development, research and program development.
The Domestic Violence Orders (National Recognition) Bill 2017 was introduced in August 2017 to give effect to Western Australia’s component of the National Domestic Violence Order Scheme. This is a national scheme to ensure that domestic violence orders made in one State or Territory are enforceable in another, and ensures that perpetrators will be held to account for breaching a domestic violence order, regardless of which State the order was made in.
The New Family Violence Restraining Orders commenced 1 July 2017 and provide better protection for victims of family violence by creating a separate type of Family Violence Restraining Order (FVRO), supported by contemporary definitions and tailored conditions.
The Post Sentence Supervision Order  commenced 1 July 2017 and involves certain serious violent offenders declared by a court (including family and domestic violence offenders) to remain on supervision for two years (including GPS tracking) beyond the expiry of sentence.
The Family and Domestic Violence Response Teams aim to improve the safety of child and adult victims of family and domestic violence through a collaborative interagency approach that focuses on timely and early interventions following a police call out to an episode of family or domestic violence.
The Family Violence Court List and the Barndimalgu Court  specialist court service that hears family and domestic violence charges with the aim of improving child and victim safety and holding offenders accountable. These specialist courts exemplify an integrated community and justice approach to family or domestic violence.
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[bookmark: _Toc503853885]Childcare and Support for working caregivers
Number of Child Care and Early Education services by service sub-type and jurisdiction
Data as at June 2017 as per number of approved early childhood education and care services:
	
	Family day care
	Long day care
	Preschool/ Kindergarten
	Outside school hours care
	Other
	Total

	ACT
	13
	143
	95
	103
	0
	354

	NSW
	295
	2936
	803
	1312
	0
	5346

	NT
	5
	82
	78
	56
	2
	223

	QLD
	129
	1,490
	510
	755
	2
	2886

	SA
	31
	361
	403
	376
	0
	1171

	TAS
	14
	121
	0
	97
	0
	232

	VIC
	353
	1391
	1208
	1216
	0
	4168

	WA
	45
	642
	21
	455
	3
	1166

	TOTAL
	885
	7166
	3118
	4370
	7
	15 546


Source: Australian Children’s Education and Care Quality Authority. (2017). NQF Shapshot – Q2 2017. [online] Available at: http://files.acecqa.gov.au/files/Reports/2017/NQF_Snapshot_Q2.PDF [Accessed 23 Nov 2017].
Proportion of children who are attending Australian Government CCB approved and State and Territory government funded child care services, by age group (0–5, 6–12 and 0–12 years), 2016
	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:O38]Table 3A.22
	Proportion of children who are attending Australian Government CCB approved and State and Territory government funded child care services, by age group (0–5, 6–12 and 0–12 years), 2016 (a), (b), (c)

	
	Unit
	NSW (d) 
	Vic
	Qld
	WA
	SA 
	Tas 
	ACT (e) 
	NT
	Aust (f)

	Total children attending Australian Government CCB approved and State and Territory government funded child care services (f)

	Number of children

	0–5 years
	no.
	 273 146
	 189 481
	 181 297
	 64 769
	 53 811
	 15 241
	 17 301
	 6 209
	 798 910

	6–12 years
	no.
	 137 720
	 106 587
	 99 644
	 28 961
	 34 239
	 7 483
	 10 245
	 3 134
	 427 120

	0–12 years
	no.
	 410 866
	 296 068
	 280 941
	 93 730
	 88 050
	 22 724
	 27 546
	 9 343
	1 226 030

	Proportion of ERP 

	0–5 years
	%
	  46.2
	  41.6
	  47.4
	  31.1
	  44.3
	  41.6
	  53.0
	  27.5
	  43.2

	6–12 years
	%
	  20.8
	  21.2
	  22.5
	  12.6
	  24.6
	  16.8
	  30.9
	  12.8
	  20.5

	0–12 years
	%
	  32.8
	  30.9
	  34.0
	  21.4
	  33.8
	  28.0
	  41.9
	  19.8
	  31.2

	(a)
	Australian Government CCB approved child care services data are reported for the March quarter 2016. Queensland data refer to July/August 2015. Tasmania data refer to July/August 2015. South Australia data refer to May/July 2016. Due to these differences in data reference periods caution should be used when using the child care attendance totals.

	(b)
	State and Territory child care data are collected by individual State and Territory departments through various data collections. Institutional arrangements, definitions and collection methods differ across jurisdictions, which affects the comparability and accuracy of this data.

	(c)
	The proportion is calculated using ERP as at 31 December of the previous calendar year. 

	(d)
	Reliable data from NSW funded child care services are unavailable.

	(e)
	The Australian Capital Territory does not collect data on the number of children using child care services.

	(f)
	Data for Australia for Australian Goverment CCB approved child care services may not equal the sum of states and territories because children are included only once in the Australia total but may be captured attending services in more than one jurisdiction. Data for Australia for State and Territory government funded services are the total of the sum of the states and territories for which data are available, and should not be interpreted as national data.

	
	na Not available. .. Not applicable. – Nil or rounded to zero.

	Source:
	Australian, State and Territory governments unpublished; tables 3A.2, 3A.18 and 3A.21.


Source: Productivity Commission. (2017). Report on Government Services 2017: Volume B, Chapter 3, Early Childhood Education and Care,  Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra. Table 3A.22. 
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	Jurisdiction
	Legislation governing inter-country adoption 
	Extent to which it is consistent with the Convention

	Commonwealth
	Family Law Act 1975
Family Law (Hague Convention on Intercountry Adoption) Regulations 1998
Family Law (Bilateral Arrangements – Intercountry Adoption) Regulations 1998
	Gives effect to the Hague Convention on intercountry adoption.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Adoption Act 1993
Adoption Regulation 1993
	The views expressed by the child must be taken into account. The child is entitled to legal representation. The best interests of the child are the paramount consideration.
The Australian Capital Territory Justice and Community Safety Directorate reviews all legislative proposals and amendments to ensure they are compliant with the Human Rights Act 2004

	New South Wales
	Adoption Act 2000
Adoption Regulation 2015
	Consent of the adopted child (as of 12 years of age) is required. The Act makes provision for a child to consent to adoption. Under section 55, a child over 12 but less than 18 (who is capable of giving consent) consents to their own adoption.  
The child is entitled to legal representation. The best interests of the child are the paramount consideration.
Schedule 1 of the Regulations incorporate the terms of the Convention.

	Northern Territory
	Adoption of Children Act
Adoption of Children Regulations 1994
	Consent of the adopted child (as of 12 years of age) is required. The child is entitled to separate representation. The welfare and interests of the child are the paramount consideration.
The Adoption of Children Act sets out a legislative process that governs the application and assessment for child adoption including a ‘non-citizen child’. Subject to certain exceptions, consent from the biological parents or guardian of the adopted child will be required prior to the adoption being ordered.  

	Queensland
	Adoption Act 2009
Adoption Regulation 2009
	The child’s views must be considered. The child is entitled to legal representation. The wellbeing and best interests of the child are the main object. Under the Adoption Act 2009, a child cannot consent to their own adoption.  However, the views of the child should be considered if the child is able to form and express views about the adoption, having regard to the child’s age and ability to understand.
If a child is able to form and express a view about their adoption, then they must be given information as outlined in the Adoption Act 2009 regarding the adoption process in a way that they are able to understand to be able to form a view about the proposed adoption.
A court must also consider the child’s views before deciding whether to make an adoption order for the child. 

	South Australia
	Adoption Act 1988
Adoption Regulations 2004
	Consent of the adopted child (as of 12 years of age) is required. The welfare of the child is the paramount consideration.
Requires consideration of opinion of child; consent for over 12 years. Recognition of adoption order made under law of a Convention country

	Tasmania
	Adoption Act 1988
Adoption Regulations 2016
	The wishes and feelings of the child must be given due consideration. The welfare and interests of the child are the paramount consideration. The Act is consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Act provides that the welfare and interests of the child concerned shall be regarded as the paramount consideration at all times.
The next stage of reform will focus on family-based care arrangements and is being progressed in line with a range of other actions aimed at improving the outcomes for children and young people in out of home care.

	Victoria
	Adoption Act 1984
Adoption Regulations 2008
	The wishes of the child must be given due consideration. The child is entitled to separate representation. The welfare and interests of the child are the paramount consideration.

	Western Australia
	Adoption Act 1994
Adoption Regulations 1995
Adoption Rules 1995
	Consent of the adopted child (as of 12 years of age) is required. The child is entitled to legal representation. The welfare and best interests of the child are the paramount consideration. Under the Adoptions Act 1994 (WA) where a child is over the age of 12, consent of the child who is the prospective adoptee is required. Where the child is under 12, but able to express his or her views, the Court must consider them. A legal practitioner representing a child must act on his or her instructions if the child has sufficient maturity and understand to give instructions and wishes to do so. The best interests of the child is one of the three paramount considerations when administering the Adoptions Act 1994 (WA). 


Table A1:  Number of children adopted, by state and territory, 1991–92 to 2015–16
	Year
	NSW(a)
	Vic
	Qld
	WA
	SA
	Tas
	ACT(b)
	NT
	Australia

	1991–92
	310
	185
	232
	120
	112
	58
	23
	12
	1,052

	1992–93
	209
	101
	222
	87
	111
	23
	20
	10
	783

	1993–94
	188
	112
	206
	85
	106
	37
	21
	9
	764

	1994–95
	260
	145
	179
	127
	108
	12
	18
	6
	855

	1995–96
	204
	131
	170
	75
	48
	17
	19
	4
	668

	1996–97
	263
	123
	129
	56
	79
	30
	26
	3
	709

	1997–98
	200
	114
	111
	69
	48
	19
	15
	1
	577

	1998–99
	185
	102
	94
	64
	53
	25
	16
	6
	543

	1999–00
	154
	122
	105
	79
	59
	19
	24
	4
	566

	2000–01
	166
	98
	62
	74
	53
	24
	27
	10
	514

	2001–02
	207
	110
	49
	79
	62
	20
	23
	11
	561

	2002–03
	122
	82
	67
	76
	72
	21
	25
	7
	472

	2003–04
	115
	120
	65
	59
	79
	26
	33
	5
	502

	2004–05
	154
	161
	84
	49
	77
	23
	20
	17
	585

	2005–06
	149
	131
	82
	62
	72
	35
	30
	15
	576

	2006–07(c)
	165
	127
	91
	65
	62
	26
	22
	11
	569

	2007–08
	125
	98
	86
	41
	36
	31
	14
	9
	440

	2008–09
	155
	71
	92
	43
	35
	23
	13
	9
	441

	2009–10(c)
	158
	81
	68
	50
	26
	9
	16
	5
	413

	2010–11(c)(d)
	167
	86
	40
	37
	30
	14
	11
	1
	386

	2011–12(c)
	157
	73
	33
	26
	24
	6
	11
	11
	341

	2012–13(c)
	159
	45
	48
	42
	20
	14
	6
	14
	348

	2013–14
	141
	48
	34
	40
	15
	12
	17
	10
	317

	2014–15
	148
	38
	38
	29
	17
	11
	9
	2
	292

	2015–16
	128
	34
	48
	29
	17
	8
	5
	9
	278


(a) New South Wales was unable to provide data on adoptions by step-parents from 1991–92 to 1993–94.
(b) Data for 1998–99 might differ from those in previous reports because of updated figures.
(c) On 4 March 2014, amendments to the Family Law (Bilateral Arrangements—Intercountry Adoption) Regulations 1998 began. These have meant that some adoptions from Ethiopia and Taiwan, not yet finalised in Australia, were recognised during 2013–14 as being finalised in previous periods. These updated data are reflected in this table: 1 adoption from Ethiopia in 2006–07; 1 adoption from Ethiopia in 2009–10; 1 adoption from Ethiopia and 1 adoption from Taiwan in 2010–11; 1 adoption from Ethiopia and 7 adoptions from Taiwan in 2011–12; and 9 adoptions from Taiwan in 2012–13.
(d) Interim adoption orders made by the Childrens Court in Queensland are not captured in this data set. Under Queensland’s Adoption Act 2009, which took effect on February 2010, a final adoption order is normally made at the successful completion of a supervised interim order that is completed over a 12-month period. This requirement has affected final adoption orders made in Queensland in 2010–11.
Note: Data for years before 1991–92 are included in previous editions of this publication.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2016. Adoptions Australia 2015–16. Child welfare series no. 65. Cat. no. CWS 59. Canberra: AIHW. Table A1. 
Table A2: Type of adoption, by age group and sex of child, 2015–16
	Age Group 
(years)
	Intercountry adoptions
	Local Adoptions
	Known child Adoptions (a)
	Total (a)

	
	M
	F
	P
	M
	F
	P
	M
	F
	P
	M
	F
	P

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Number
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under 1
	3
	4
	7
	11
	10
	21
	—
	—
	—
	14
	14
	28

	1–4
	35
	16
	51
	17
	7
	24
	9
	4
	13
	61
	27
	88

	5–9
	13
	6
	19
	—
	—
	—
	28
	20
	48
	41
	26
	67

	10–14
	2
	2
	4
	—
	—
	—
	23
	19
	42
	25
	21
	46

	15–17
	1
	—
	1
	—
	—
	—
	13
	11
	24
	14
	11
	25

	18+
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	13
	10
	24
	13
	10
	24

	Total
	54
	28
	82
	28
	17
	45
	86
	64
	151
	168
	109
	278

	
	
	
	
	
	
	%
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under 1
	5.6
	14.3
	8.5
	39.3
	58.8
	46.7
	—
	—
	—
	8.3
	12.8
	10.1

	1–4
	64.8
	57.1
	62.2
	60.7
	41.2
	53.3
	10.5
	6.3
	8.6
	36.3
	24.8
	31.7

	5–9
	24.1
	21.4
	23.2
	—
	—
	—
	32.6
	31.3
	31.8
	24.4
	23.9
	24.2

	10–14
	3.7
	7.1
	4.9
	—
	—
	—
	26.7
	29.7
	27.8
	14.9
	19.3
	16.5

	15–17
	1.9
	—
	1.2
	—
	—
	—
	15.1
	17.2
	15.9
	8.3
	10.1
	9.0

	18+
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	—
	15.1
	15.6
	15.9
	7.7
	9.2
	8.6

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


(a)  Total persons includes 1 child of unknown sex, excluded from percentages.
Notes
1. Percentages might not add to 100 due to rounding.
2. For local and intercountry adoptions, age group refers to the age of the adopted child at the date of placement with the adoptive parent(s); for known child adoptions, age group refers to the age of the adopted child at the date the adoption order was granted.
3. See the Glossary for definitions of the various adoption categories.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2016. Adoptions Australia 2015–16. Child welfare series no. 65. Cat. no. CWS 59. Canberra: AIHW. Table A2. 
[bookmark: _bookmark64]Table A7: Intercountry adoptions, by country of origin, 2006–07 to 2015–16
	Country of birth
	2006
–07
	2007
–08
	2008
–09
	2009
–10
	2010
–11
	2011
–12
	2012
–13
	2013
–14
	2014
–15
	2015
–16
	Total




	Number

	China(a)
	125
	63
	63
	32
	51
	24
	14
	11
	4
	3
	390

	India
	25
	27
	12
	22
	19
	8
	3
	7
	2
	—
	125

	Philippines
	45
	41
	45
	49
	37
	29
	20
	18
	22
	20
	326

	South Korea
	80
	47
	45
	30
	19
	26
	14
	13
	4
	14
	292

	Taiwan(b)
	26
	22
	32
	26
	27
	29
	46
	41
	30
	16
	295

	Thailand
	28
	19
	19
	16
	13
	16
	16
	11
	13
	18
	169

	Other(c)
	77
	51
	53
	48
	51
	25
	25
	13
	8
	11
	362

	Total
	406
	270
	269
	223
	217
	157
	138
	114
	83
	82
	1,959

	%

	China(a)
	30.8
	23.3
	23.4
	14.3
	23.5
	15.3
	10.1
	9.6
	4.8
	3.7
	19.9

	India
	6.2
	10.0
	4.5
	9.9
	8.8
	5.1
	2.2
	6.1
	2.4
	—
	6.4

	Philippines
	11.1
	15.2
	16.7
	22.0
	17.1
	18.5
	14.5
	15.8
	26.5
	24.4
	16.6

	South Korea
	19.7
	17.4
	16.7
	13.5
	8.8
	16.6
	10.1
	11.4
	4.8
	17.1
	14.9

	Taiwan(b)
	6.4
	8.1
	11.9
	11.7
	12.4
	18.5
	33.3
	36.0
	36.1
	19.5
	15.1

	Thailand
	6.9
	7.0
	7.1
	7.2
	6.0
	10.2
	11.6
	9.6
	15.7
	22.0
	8.6

	Other(c)
	19.0
	18.9
	19.7
	21.5
	23.5
	15.9
	18.1
	11.4
	9.6
	13.4
	18.5

	Total
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0


(a) Excludes Special Administrative Regions and Taiwan Province.
(b) On 4 March 2014, amendments to the Family Law (Bilateral Arrangements—Intercountry Adoption) Regulations 1998 began. These have meant that some adoptions from Ethiopia and Taiwan, not yet finalised in Australia, were recognised during 2013–14 as being finalised in previous periods. These updated data are reflected in this table: 1 adoption from Ethiopia in 2006–07; 1 adoption from Ethiopia in 2009–10; 1 adoption from Ethiopia and 1 adoption from Taiwan in 2010–11; 1 adoption from Ethiopia and 7 adoptions from Taiwan in 2011–12; and 9 adoptions from Taiwan in 2012–13.
(c) Includes Bolivia, Bulgaria, Burundi, Chile, Columbia, Ethiopia, Guatemala, Hong Kong, Lithuania, Peru, Poland, South Africa, Sri Lanka, Turkey and United Kingdom.
Notes
1. Percentages might not add to 100 because of rounding.
2. Data for years before 2006–07 are included in previous editions of this publication.
[bookmark: _Toc489630057][bookmark: _Toc489631216]Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2016. Adoptions Australia 2015–16. Child welfare series no. 65. Cat. no. CWS 59. Canberra: AIHW. Table A7.  
[bookmark: _Toc503853887]Illicit transfer and non-return (Art 11)
New Hague Convention abduction applications received by Australian Central Authority
	
	Applications from another
country (child in Australia)
	Applications to another
country (child overseas)

	Financial Year 2011-2012
	64
	100

	Financial Year 2012-2013
	75
	71

	Financial Year 2013-2014
	60
	54

	Financial Year 2014-2015
	52
	82

	Financial Year 2015-2016
	55
	92


Children in Hague Convention abduction applications (September 2016)
	
	Financial Year 2011-2012
	Financial Year 2012-2013
	Financial Year 2013-2014
	Financial Year 2014-15
	Financial Year 2015-16

	Applications from another country (child in Australia)
	151
	112
	94
	80
	79

	Applications to another country (child in other country)
	177
	92
	79
	114
	137



Children returned in Hague Convention abduction applications (September 2016)
	
	Financial Year 2011-2012
	Financial Year 2012-2013
	Financial Year 2013-2014
	Financial Year 2014-15
	Financial Year 2015-16

	Applications from another country (child in Australia)
	41 
	78 
	64 
	44 
	44

	Applications to another country (child in other country)
	67 
	65 
	45 
	56 
	63


‘Applications from another country (child in Australia)’ relate to a child who has been abducted to Australia, where the Hague Convention application is heard by a judicial or administrative authority in Australia, and the child is returned to the other country. ‘Applications to another country (child in other country)’ relate to a child abducted overseas, where the Hague Convention application is heard by a judicial or administrative authority in the country where the child is located, and the child is returned to Australia

Note: All statistics are drawn from case management systems maintained by the Australian Central Authority (Commonwealth Attorney-General’s Department). These statistics only reflect applications to the Australian Central Authority, and are not an authoritative representation of the total number of Hague Convention cases to/from Australia, or the total number of abductions to/from Australia. The number of Hague Convention applications, or the number of children in Hague Convention applications received in a financial year, cannot accurately be compared against the number of children returned in that same financial year, as matters may span financial years. The number of children returned in Hague Convention abduction applications does not necessarily reflect the success or otherwise of an application given the range of possible outcomes, including withdrawal by the applicant, voluntary agreements or discontinued applications.
The Australian Government does not provide breakdowns by country to protect the privacy of applicants.  
Source: Commonwealth of Australia, Attorney-General’s Department, (2017) Hague Contention Applicable Statistics. [online] Available at: https://www.ag.gov.au/FamiliesAndMarriage/Families/InternationalFamilyLaw/Pages/InternationalParentalChildAbduction.aspx [Accessed: 23 Nov 2017]
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Children in OOHC, by age group, states and territories, 30 June 2016 
	Age group (years)
	Number

	
	NSW(a)
	Vic
	Qld
	WA(b)
	SA
	Tas(c)
	ACT(d)
	NT
	Total

	<1
	519
	363
	228
	159
	120
	30
	34
	19
	1,472

	1-4
	3,334
	2,022
	1,620
	934
	643
	219
	173
	194
	9,139

	5-9
	5,653
	2,842
	2,763
	1,415
	1,032
	373
	247
	330
	14,655

	10-14
	5,747
	2,846
	2,864
	1,162
	1,039
	373
	194
	325
	14,550

	15-17
	2,547
	1,629
	1,195
	430
	409
	155
	100
	163
	6,628

	Unknown
	0
	3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	4

	Total
	17,800
	9,705
	8,670
	4,100
	3,243
	1,150
	748
	1,032
	46,448

	
	Percentages

	<1
	2.9
	3.7
	2.6
	3.9
	3.7
	2.6
	4.5
	1.8
	3.0

	1-4
	18.7
	20.8
	18.7
	22.8
	19.8
	19.0
	23.1
	18.8
	19.7

	5-9
	31.8
	29.3
	31.9
	34.4
	31.8
	32.4
	33.0
	32.3
	31.6

	10-14
	32.8
	29.3
	33.0
	28.3
	32.0
	32.4
	25.9
	30.2
	31.3

	15-17
	14.3
	16.8
	13.8
	10.5
	12.6
	13.5
	13.4
	14.8
	14.3

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100
	100


(a) New South Wales data exclude children and young people on ‘Guardianship Orders’ (finalised third-party parental responsibility orders: non out-of-home care funded).
(b) Western Australian data excludes child on third-party parental responsibility orders and form 2015-16 includes children placed in boarding schools.
(c) Tasmanian data exclude children not under care and protection orders placed with relatives for whom a financial contribution is made under the Supported Extended Family or Relatives Allowance programs.
(d) Out-of-home care data for the ACT includes some young people 18 years and over whose carers receive a full carer payment. This is generally to facilitate completion of schooling without change to the placement. These young people have been included in the 15-17 age group.
Note: Percentages in the table may not add to 100 due to rounding.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Table 4.3

Children on care and protection orders, by living arrangements, 30 June 2016 (%)
[image: ]
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Figure 4.4 
Children in out-of-home care by remoteness of living arrangement, 30 June 2016 (rate)
[image: ]
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Figure 5.4. 

Procedures for Review of Placement
	Jurisdiction
	Process for reviewing a child’s placement to ensure their safety and wellbeing

	Australian Capital Territory
	Case plans are developed for all children and young people in out of home care. A case plan records goals and objectives, as well as tasks or actions that will be taken to meet the child’s safety and care needs and to promote their wellbeing. Case plans are reviewed regularly to meet the changing needs of the child.

	New South Wales
	Section 150 of the Children and Young People (Care and Protection) Act 1998 provides for the review of the placement of a child or young person placed in out-of-home care (OOHC) by an order of the Children’s Court for the purpose of determining whether the safety, welfare and wellbeing of the child or young person is being promoted. For a child or young person who is in OOHC under an interim order of the Children’s Court, this review is conducted within 4 months of the interim order being made. For a child or young person who is in OOHC under a final order of the Children’s Court:
· if the child is less than two years of age, the review is within two months of the final order and within every 12 months after the final order is made, and 
· if the child is not less than two, the review is within four months of the final order and within every 12 months.
A review of the placement is made after the death of a parent or the authorised carer and also after an unplanned change of placement. These reviews are undertaken by the designated agency responsible for the placement. A review may also be conducted by the New South Wales Children’s Guardian at any time.  The Child Safe Standards for Permanent Care have specific standards that relate to case planning and review, case work, monitoring of placements, post adoption supports and record keeping. This is to ensure that children and young people are in stable and secure placements. The Children’s Guardian is currently reviewing children and young people in residential care as at 1 November 2016. The purpose of the review is to inform monitoring service deliver by residential care providers. 

	Northern Territory
	The Care and Protection of Children Act (sections 69-74) requires a care plan be developed and reviewed initially after two months and then six monthly. The care plan includes the suitability of the placement for the child. Sections 83A–s 84D provides for powers of authorised officers to monitor the safety and wellbeing of a child in a placement and to conduct inquiries and investigations. Caseworker must at a minimum have face to face contact with each child at least once every four weeks and ensure that the child is given an opportunity to voice their opinions, choices, feedback and concerns in a supportive environment where the child feels free to raise any issues of concern to them. The Authorised Carer Re-approval process occurs at least every two years.

	Queensland
	Where concerns for the safety and wellbeing of children in out-of-home care are received, the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services (DCCSDS) follows Standards of Care procedures.  Where there is information the child has experienced or is suspected to have experienced significant harm, an investigation and assessment must be conducted.  In accordance with the Child Protection Act 1999 if there is concern the allegations may constitute a criminal offence, Child Safety refers them immediately to the Queensland Police Service and may work closely with them to investigate.  If at any time it is determined that the child is at immediate risk of significant harm or unacceptable risk of future significant harm in the care environment, DCCSDS can make a decision to immediately remove them and any other children from the placement.  Support is provided to the child or children involved throughout this process and their voices are actively sought to ensure any actions taken are in their best interest.

	South Australia
	The Youth Justice Administration Act 2016 requires that facilities and programs developed for the care, rehabilitation, detention, training, therapeutic treatment or other treatment of young people taking into account of their age, gender, gender identity, sexuality or sexual identity, cultural identity, developmental and cognitive capacity, ability or disability, and any special needs and promote the health of the youth. 
Issues or concerns relating to the resident’s medical or psychological condition must be recorded if placed in detention. The resident must be examined as soon as practicable by an appropriate health professional for the purpose of assessing their health or mental health condition and needs.  Should force be used against a resident, the manager of the facility must ensure that an examination takes place as soon as practicable by an appropriate health professional for the purpose of assessing their health or mental health condition and needs.  To support residents’ health care in detention, personal information reasonably required for their treatment, care or rehabilitation, or for their safe management in the centre or in the community must be shared by public health services and the youth detention facility.
The Second Story Youth Health Services provides general health care and the Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service provides specialist mental health services to young people in detention. 
The Children’s Protection Act 1993 requires that a review of the circumstances of a child under long term guardianship must be carried out at least once each year.
The uncommenced Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017 specifies an annual review of the circumstances of a child under guardianship must be carried out by an independent panel at least annually.

	Victoria
	Every young person receives a health screen and mental health assessment within 24 hours of admission (12 hours for Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander young people) to a youth justice precinct. A comprehensive health assessment is conducted by a general practitioner within 72 hours of admission for all young people. Medical clinics and nursing services are at all sites to meet ongoing health needs. Allied health services (dentistry, physiotherapy, radiology) are delivered to young people as required. Secondary health services, including dentistry, allied health and diagnostic services, are provided to young people as required.
Registered Psychiatric nurses are available at Parkville Youth Justice Precinct 24 hours a day seven days a week and Monday to Friday at Malmsbury (with on-call services available after hours) to provide an immediate response for new admissions and mental health crisis. Specialist psychiatric services are provided across all youth justice precincts and will expand to become more comprehensive as a result of the 2017-18 funding. Psychologists are also providing individual counselling across all precincts during business hours.
The Youth Justice Review has highlighted the need for appropriate accommodation for young people subject to the Crimes (Mental Impairment Act and Unfitness to be Tried) Amendment Bill 2016.  The Department of Justice and Regulation will work with the Department of Health and Human Services and the newly established Victorian Health and Human Services Building Authority to plan for the accommodation needs of young people who require compulsory treatment and those subject to the Crimes (Mental Impairment Act and Unfitness to be Tried) Amendment Bill 2016.

	Western Australia
	Family (relative) carers and foster carers of the Department of Communities are initially assessed against the carer competencies found in the Children and Community Services Regulations 2006.  Carers are reviewed annually against these same competencies. 
The Children and Community Services Act 2004 also requires a child’s care plan to be reviewed annually and placement arrangements are a component of this care plan. Quarterly Care Reports are required for all children in the CEO’s care. Child protection workers must meet with the child alone at least once every three months to assess their wellbeing, build relationships, determine how they are progressing in care, and hear their views and wishes.  Children in care are encouraged to complete Viewpoint; a questionnaire designed to give children and opportunity to raise any concerns they have including about their care arrangements. 
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Children in out-of-home care, by Indigenous status, states and territories, 30 June 2016 (number and number per 1,000)

Number	Number per 1,000




Non-




All





Non-



All

Rate ratio Indigenous/
non-
Indigenous
Indigenous
Unknown
children(a)

Indigenous
Indigenous
children(a)
Indigenous
6,652
11,147
1
17,800

71.6
6.9
10.4
10.4
1,876
7,821
8
9,705

87.4
6.0
7.3
14.6
3,619
5,010
41
8,670

40.6
4.8
7.6
8.5
2,212
1,887
1
4,100

58.9
3.4
6.9
17.5
1,073
2,095
75
3,243

65.7
6.1
9.0
10.8
297
830
23
1,150

27.3
8.1
10.1
3.4
197
546
5
748

79.8
6.3
8.4
12.6
920
112
0
1,032

34.4
3.0
16.2
11.3
16,846
29,448
154
46,448

56.6
5.8
8.6
9.8


State/ territory


NSW(b)

Vic 

Qld 

WA(c)


SA
Tas(d)
ACT(e)
NT


Total

(a) ‘All children’ includes children whose Indigenous status was unknown.
(b) New South Wales data exclude children and young people on ‘Guardianship Orders’ (finalised third-party parental responsibility orders: non out-of-home care funded).
(c) Western Australian data exclude children on third-party parental responsibility orders and from 2015–16 includes children placed in boarding schools.
(d) Tasmanian data exclude children not under care and protection orders placed with relatives for whom a financial contribution is made under the Supported Extended Family or Relatives Allowance programs.
(e) Out-of-home care data for the Australian Capital Territory includes some young people 18 years and over whose carers receive a full carer payment. This is generally to facilitate completion of schooling without change to the placement.
Notes
1. Rates were calculated using revised population estimates based on the 2011 Census and should not be compared with rates calculated using populations or projections based on previous Censuses. Refer to Table S53 for the populations used in the calculation of rates.
2. Rate and rate ratio calculations include unborn children and children of unknown age but exclude children of unknown Indigenous status.
3. Rate ratios were calculated by dividing the unrounded rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were in out-of-home care by the unrounded rate of non-Indigenous children who were in out-of-home care. The resulting number is a measure of how many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were in out-of-home care for every non-Indigenous child who was in out-of-home care. Children whose Indigenous status was unknown are excluded from the calculations.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Table 5.2
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in out-of-home care, by relationship of carer, states and territories, 30 June 2016 (%)
[image: ]
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Figure 5.5

	Jurisdiction
	Programs or policies to preserve indigenous Australian children’s identities in child-protection context

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory is committed to implementing the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle to support Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people. Under A Step Up for Our Kids: One Step Can Make a Lifetime of Difference (Out of Home Care Strategy 2015-2020) the Australian Capital Territory is strengthening support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and young people in out of home care with a specific focus on the provision of intensive early intervention and prevention services.
Under the Children and Young People Act 2008, decision-makers are required to consider how a child or young person’s sense of racial, ethnic, religious, individual or cultural identity is preserved and enhanced when making decisions for that child or young person. When making a decision in relation to an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander child or young person, decision-makers should consider the need for the child or young person to maintain a connection with the lifestyle, culture and traditions of the child’s or young person’s Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander community.

	New South Wales
	Family is Culture: Independent Review of Aboriginal Children and Young People in OOHC in New South Wales is an independent review currently underway of 1,152 Aboriginal children who entered OOHC in 2015-2016. This review will identify specific action for improved outcomes for the children and young people, as well as broader system improvements. It will also examine compliance with the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child and Young Person Placement Principles. The New South Wales Government committed $90 million over four years (to July 2020) through Their Futures Matter. It helps 900 children per year through intensive family preservation and restoration services. Half of these places are for Aboriginal children and their families. The Permanency Support Program aims to strengthen the capacity of Aboriginal service providers so they are better equipped to keep Aboriginal children safe and cared for, in their families or with kin. This includes enhancing efforts in prevention, preservation and restoration to families and kin.  A mandatory Cultural Plan was rolled out across New South Wales in January 2017, for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in statutory out-of-home care. The Cultural Plan provides an improved and standardised approach to care and cultural planning, and supports the cultural identity and ties of the child while in care. It does this through a minimum of four culturally appropriate consultations; activities that involve the child participating in their culture; and consultation and engagement with the child or young person’s Aboriginal family, kin and community to ensure their cultural needs are met. 
The New South Wales Child Safe Standards for Permanent Care require Out Of Home Care providers to promote a positive sense of identity. This means they are cared for by people who understand and respect their culture, religion and language.

	Northern Territory
	The Care and Protection of Children Act sets out principles to protect children from harm and exploitation and to maximise the opportunities for children to realise their full potential.  
The NT government Best Interests of the Child and Aboriginal Children through the Aboriginal Child Placement Principles Practice Guide, Kinship Care policy and Aboriginal Customs and Ceremonies and Community Protocol and cultural care planning. Aboriginal Community Workers are employed to provide cultural advice and guidance.

	Queensland
	The Queensland government has committed to protecting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children’s right to live in culture through Our Way – A generational strategy for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families 2017–2037.  Via this commitment, Queensland is enabling the full implementation of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle and developing the cultural capability of organisations and staff to meet the needs of children and families.  Queensland is also revamping its Recognised Entity program to enable greater self-determination for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples who come into contact with the child protection system.

	South Australia
	The Children’s Protection Act 1993 observes the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle which seeks to support and maintain connection to kin and community. These provisions are also in the Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017 (uncommenced). The Department for Child Protection’s Aboriginal Cultural Identity Support Tool is a mandated practice tool that guides workers to focus on establishing, reconnecting and maintaining connection to family, community, country and culture. An initiative of the child protection reforms is the establishment of a Family Scoping Unit in the Department for Child Protection.  This will support placements with kin and connection with culture and community.  

	Tasmania
	As part of amendments made in 2013 to the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997, section 10G was introduced on the wellbeing and placement of Aboriginal children.  These amendments recognise the nationally adopted Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Placement Principle.

	Western Australia
	The Department of Communities, Aboriginal Services and Practice Framework 2016-2018 is directed at improving outcomes for Aboriginal children, families and communities that come into contact with the child protection system through partnership and culturally competent practice. 
Care plans are legislatively required for every child in the care of the CEO of the Department of Communities and are review annually. It is the policy of the Department of Communities that all care plans include information about the child’s culture and identity. The culture and identity component should outline the connection of the child with his or her cultural origins, and be maintained throughout their period of care.  The Children and Community Services Act 2004 also contains a placement hierarchy that requires the Department of Communities to prioritise placement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, who are in out-of-home care, with Aboriginal family, or Aboriginal community members.
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	Young people under supervision on an average day(a) by age, states and territories, 2015–16 

	Age
	NSW
	Vic
	Qld
	WA
	SA
	Tas
	ACT
	NT
	Aust excl NT
	Aust incl  NT

	10
	—
	—
	3
	1
	—
	—
	—
	—
	4
	4

	11
	3
	—
	12
	5
	3
	—
	—
	1
	24
	25

	12
	20
	8
	47
	24
	9
	4
	1
	2
	112
	114

	13
	74
	31
	114
	61
	27
	3
	3
	16
	313
	329

	14
	189
	80
	236
	98
	39
	10
	8
	19
	661
	680

	15
	317
	156
	340
	136
	61
	23
	17
	39
	1,049
	1,088

	16
	409
	224
	404
	176
	69
	25
	18
	39
	1,325
	1,364

	17
	401
	265
	208
	188
	63
	31
	26
	35
	1,182
	1,217

	10–17
	1,413
	764
	1,363
	690
	271
	95
	74
	151
	4,670
	4,821

	18+
	81
	320
	102
	37
	37
	46
	6
	32
	629
	661

	Total
	1,494
	1,084
	1,466
	727
	307
	141
	80
	183
	5,299
	5,482

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) Number of young people on an average day may not sum to total due to rounding.
	

	Notes
	

	1. The Northern Territory did not supply JJ NMDS data for 2015–16.

	2. Includes non-standard data for the Northern Territory.

	3. Age calculated as at start of financial year if first period of supervision in the relevant year began before the start of the financial year, otherwise age calculated as at start of first period of supervision in the relevant year.

	Source: AIHW Juvenile Justice National Minimum Dataset (JJ NMDS) 2000–01 to 2015–16.


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2017). Youth justice in Australia 2015–16. Bulletin 139. Supplementary Tables – Characteristics of young people  under supervision.Cat. no. AUS 211. Canberra: AIHW. Table S1a. 
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Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2017). Youth justice in Australia 2015–16. Bulletin 139. Cat. no. AUS 211. Canberra: AIHW. Table 2. 

	Jurisdiction
	Procedures for maintaining separation in youth detention. 

	Australian Capital Territory
	Children are not held in adult detention in the ACT. Juvenile offenders are held at Bimberi Youth Justice Centre.

	New South Wales
	Young people are accommodated in juvenile justice centres in New South Wales. No young people are detained in adult facilities. Currently, there are no inmates under the age of 18 in adult prisons. If at any time the relevant authority suspects, or becomes aware that an inmate is a juvenile, action is taken to ensure the inmate’s safety and security and change custody to Juvenile Justice. In cases where a person in custody subsequently discloses they are younger than 18 years of age the matter is referred to the New South Wales police force to re-identify them and refer it to the court to make a new order allowing the person to move to Juvenile Justice custody. The person is immediately placed in a secure location within the centre until transport is arranged for transfer. There are six centres in New South Wales that offer health, educational and spiritual services to the young people, including individual case management, specialised counselling, and training in job and living skills. Acmena Juvenile Justice Centre is located in South Grafton, with a capacity for 45 young people. The centre was opened in September 1999, and accommodates male detainees, mainly from the far North Coast, Mid North Coast and New England areas, who are on control orders or remanded in custody. 
Orana Juvenile Justice Centre is located in Dubbo, has a capacity of 30 young people, and was opened in December 1999. The centre accommodates males, mainly from the Central and Far West areas of New South Wales, who are on control orders or remanded in custody. 
Cobham Juvenile Justice Centre is the principal remand for males aged 15 years and over. The centre accommodates up to 105 young people and is located at Werrington in Western Sydney. Opened in June 1980, it houses young people predominately from the Sydney metropolitan area.
Reiby Juvenile Justice Centre is located at Airds near Campbelltown, with a capacity for 55 young people. The centre was opened in August 1973 and accommodates male detainees under the age of 16 years and female detainees aged 10-21 years both on control orders and remand. The Waratah Unit, also at Reiby Juvenile Justice Centre, was opened in late 2010, and is a pre-release unit aimed at preparing young people for return into the community. The unit caters for 10 young people from across New South Wales.
Frank Baxter Juvenile Justice Centre is one of the largest juvenile justice centres in the state with a capacity for 105 young people and is located at Kariong near Gosford. The centre was opened in October 1999 and accommodates males aged 16 to 21 years, mostly on control orders.
Riverina Juvenile Justice Centre is located in Wagga Wagga, with a capacity for 45 detainees. The centre was opened in October 1984, and accommodates low to medium risk males, mainly from the Riverina and South-Western areas of New South Wales, who are on control orders or remanded in custody.

	Northern Territory
	Young people are detained in youth justice detention facilities that are separate from adult correctional facilities.  Section 154 of the Youth Justice Act allows youths to be detained temporarily in adult correctional facility. The Northern Territory government has introduced a bill to repeal this provision.
The management of youth detention and adult corrections are also separated across different legislative frameworks and from September 2016 are managed by different portfolio Ministers and government agencies.

	Queensland
	17-year-old prisoners are currently accommodated in adult custody. The Queensland government has committed to removing 17 year olds from the adult correctional system. 
The Youth Justice and Other Legislation (Inclusion of 17-year-old Persons) Amendment Bill 2016 was passed on 11 November 2016 and regulates the transition of 17-year-olds from the adult criminal justice system to the youth justice system. The amendment will commence in February 2018 and will be implemented over an appropriate period of time to ensure a safe and sustainable transition.
Seventeen year old prisoners are given special consideration in Queensland correctional centres. This includes being prioritised for physical activity and specialty interventions, regular visits from Community Visitors and free phone services to the Crime and Corruption Commission, Queensland Ombudsman’s Office, Ethical Standards Unit and Prisoners Legal Service. 
In South-East Queensland, the Youthful Offender Unit, located at Brisbane Correctional Centre, is a dedicated unit providing increased support for youthful offenders. 
The Queensland government commissioned an independent review into Queensland’s youth detention centres in 2016. The Report and the Government’s response were publicly released on 26 April 2017 and updated on 28 June 2017 to provide additional details. The Review investigated several concerning incidents, dating back to 2013. Since that time there has been significant reform within Queensland’s Youth Detention Centres. The Review found that these incidents, which had received widespread media coverage, were not sufficient to support a finding of systemic mistreatment of young people. 
The Queensland government has accepted in principle all 83 recommendations to improve practices and services; many have already been addressed by the Queensland government’s broader Youth Justice strategy.

	South Australia
	The Adelaide Youth Training Centre (AYTC) is established and administered under the Youth Justice Administration Act 2016. The Act provides for a Training Centre Visitor (TCV) whose functions include conducting visits and inspections, promoting the best interests of residents and inquiring into and providing advice to the Minister for Communities and Social Inclusion in relation to any systemic reform necessary to improve the quality of care and treatment of residents. The South Australian Guardian for Children and Young People has been appointed as the TCV. Young people detained in the AYTC are housed in single bedrooms with ensuite bathroom facilities.
During 2016-17, 374 young people aged 10-17 years had one or more admissions to custody, with an average length of stay of 26 days. South Australia (through the Youth Justice Directorate of the Department for Communities and Social Inclusion) annually provides data to the Australian Institute for Health and Welfare, which publishes a number of national youth justice reports examining numbers of young people sentenced to detention and held on remand.
The Young Offenders Act 1993 provides for applications to be made to the Youth Court for an order that a person of or above the age of 17 years detained in a training centre be transferred to a prison for the remainder of the period of remand or detention, but only in limited circumstances where the transfer meets certain conditions.

	Tasmania
	Young detainees in Tasmania are placed in detention and remand at Ashley Youth Detention Centre (AYDC). They are housed one to a bedroom. This detention centre is established and managed under the Youth Justice Act 1997 (the Act). The Act provides for the treatment and sanctioning of young persons who have committed offences where ‘youth means a person who is ten or more years old but less than 18 years old at the time when the offence the person has committed, or is suspected of having committed, occurred. A young person under 18, sentenced to a term of imprisonment under the Sentencing Act 1997 (a juvenile sentenced as an adult) will be placed at AYDC, unless special circumstances apply. These special circumstances apply where a young person’s behaviour is impacting upon their own safety and/or security and the safety and/or security of other detainees, staff, visitors and the facility. Consequently, a transfer from AYDC to the Tasmania Prison Service may be appropriate. Monthly reviews by a Transfer Assessment Panel occur when it is proposed that a young person is to be held in the Tasmania Prison Service for an extended period.

	Victoria
	Youth justice service - provides programs and resources to assist young people to develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes to manage their lives effectively without further offending and linkages to appropriate support services to promote rehabilitation.
The Victorian government is building a $288 million fit-for-purpose, high security youth justice centre. The new youth justice facility will increase capacity across the system to ensure the safety of the wider community, youth justice staff and young people in contact with the youth justice system. The facility is scheduled to commence taking young offenders in 2021. The current government policy framework, A balanced approach to Youth Justice, is 16 years old. Due to this policy context and current system pressures, the Victorian government commenced a review of its youth support, youth diversion and youth justice services by independent experts to inform a new youth justice framework and legislative changes to address youth offending. 
The Review was delivered at the end of April 2017 and will guide further investment in youth justice services.
In November 2016, a series of incidents at Parkville Youth Justice Precinct resulted in extensive damage to units and the loss of secure accommodation. 
To address urgent capacity issues as a result of this damage, the Victorian government established the Grevillea Youth Justice Unit within the Barwon adult prison.  The Grevillea Unit was determined to be the best facility available to serve as a temporary youth justice custodial facility while the facilities at Parkville were repaired and fortified. In establishing the Grevillea Unit, the Victorian government had the rights, entitlements and individual needs of these young people at the forefront of considerations at all times. Since the initial gazettal of Grevillea Unit as a youth justice centre, the Victorian government worked with service providers and key stakeholders such as the Commissioner for Children and Young People to ensure the unit was operating in a way that was safe, secure, and appropriate for young people and staff. 
In Victoria, youth justice custodial centres are separate from adult correctional facilities. The management of the youth justice system and the adult corrections system are governed by separate legislative frameworks and with separate portfolio Ministers. 
The Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 (the Act) is the principal legislation for Victoria’s youth justice service, and relates to children and young people aged 10–17 years who have been charged with, or who have been found guilty of, offences, and establishing corrective services for children. The Act also requires youth facilities to separate cohorts of children based on age, sex and conviction status.
The Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 (the Charter) provides for protection of the rights of an accused child. Section 23 of the Charter provides ‘An accused child who is detained or a child detained without charge must be segregated from all detained adults’. 
Section 32 of the Sentencing Act 1991 legislates that some 18‑20 year olds convicted of serious offences can be detained in a youth justice centre instead of an adult prison if the court believes the young person has reasonable prospects for rehabilitation, or is particularly impressionable, immature or likely to be subjected to undesirable influences in an adult prison. This is commonly referred to as the dual-track system and reflects the key policy objective of diverting young people from the youth justice system.
The Malmsbury Senior Youth Justice Centre accommodates males aged 18‑20 sentenced to detention in a youth justice system under Victoria’s dual track system. A very small number of sentenced young people aged 17 years may be assessed as suitable to be accommodated with those over 18 years sentenced in an adult court but placed in YJ under the dual track system. These placements are subject to the young person’s consent and approval from the Director of Youth Justice Custodial Services.
Those sentenced to custody in youth justice through dual track sentencing are a very small subset, with only 1.8 per cent of all young adults aged 18‑20 years sentenced via dual track to custody in youth justice (Sentencing Advisory Council 2005).
All girls and young women aged 10-21 are accommodated together in the 15 bed Cullity Unit at Parkville Youth Justice Precinct. This is a small cohort and there is only one designated female unit in the system.
Some male remandees can enter as 17 year olds and have their 18th birthday while in Youth Justice custody. Despite turning 18, they are still under the jurisdiction of the Children’s Court and therefore remain in Youth Justice custody for the remainder of their remand period with young people aged 15-17.
The Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 provides the Youth Parole Board the power to transfer young people from a youth justice facility to a prison.  In considering whether to transfer a child aged 16 or more to prison from a youth justice centre, the Youth Parole Board must have regard to the child’s antecedents, behaviour, age and maturity. Further, unless the child has requested a transfer or previously been transferred from prison, a child may only be transferred to a prison if the board is satisfied that the child’s conduct has threatened the good order and safe operation of the youth justice centre and that the child cannot be properly controlled in a youth justice centre. There have been no transfers of a young person under the age of 18 in the last five years. 

	Western Australia
	Currently, the Banksia Hill Detention Centre is the only detention centre that detains young people in WA.
The Young Offenders Act 1994 includes provisions for young persons’ aged 16 and above to be sentenced to a term of imprisonment served in an adult facility (subsection 118(4)), and for the CEO to make an application to the Children’s Court for young persons’ in detention who have reached at least 16 years of age to be transferred to an adult prison facility (section 178). These applications are rarely made by the Department and only in exceptional circumstances. The discretion to order such a transfer lies with the court.
The general principles of juvenile justice outlined in the Young Offenders Act includes that ‘detention of a young person in custody, if required, is to be in a facility that is suitable for a young person and at which the young person is not exposed to contact with any adult detained in the facility, although a young person who has reached the age of 16 years may be held in a prison for adults but is not to share living quarters with an adult prisoner’.     
Following the disturbance at Banksia Hill Detention Centre in January 2013, it was necessary to temporarily relocate some young detainees to units at the Hakea Prison. This was permissible following orders of the Corrective Services Minister under section 5 of the Prisons Act 1981 and section 13 of the Young Offenders Act 1994, which had the effect of excluding units within the Hakea Prison to be declared as a place of detention. These orders were deemed appropriate by the Supreme Court of Western Australia in the case of Wilson v Joseph Michael Francis, Minister for Corrective Services for the State of Western Australia [2013] WASC 157.
The Department of Education’s new School of Special Educational Needs: Behaviour and Engagement commenced in 2016, is now responsible for reviewing and coordinating the placement of school age young people who have finished a custodial sentence at the Banksia Hill Detention Centre into an appropriate education pathway.



	Jurisdiction
	Procedures/Processes for review of detention for mental/physical health reasons. 

	Australian Capital Territory
	Justice Health Services provide general health management including assessment, treatment, emergency and referral services to young people in Bimberi Youth Justice Centre. Young people have 24 hour access to a doctor and psychiatrist. If necessary, Justice Health Services will make a decision on the need to refer a young person for a mental health order or forensic mental health order.
In 2011 the Australian Capital Territory Human Rights Commission conducted a human rights audit of the Bimberi Youth Justice centre and an inquiry into the ACT Youth Justice System. The Commission presented the report of the audit and inquiry to the ACT Legislative Assembly.

	New South Wales
	In New South Wales, for indictable matters heard in a higher court, a person can be found unfit to plead at a special hearing and detained for a limited term. People who are found not guilty by reason of mental illness are detained and released by order of the Mental Health Review Tribunal.
Under the Mental Health (Forensic Provisions) Act 1990, Magistrates in local Children’s Courts can divert defendants with mental illness or cognitive impairment into treatment, assessment or support. 
Justice Health and Forensic Mental Health Network (JH&FMHN) Custodial Health assess young people in custody using the HEEADSSSS Assessment (Home, Education & Employment, Eating & Exercise, Activity & Peer Relationships, Drug Use, Sexuality, Suicide/Self Harm/Mood, Safety, Spiritualty).
Young people receive an initial assessment within 48 hours of admission, which includes the Screening Question Interview for Adolescent assessment tool (SQIFA). If the young person remains in custody for 10 days then a Comprehensive Assessment is attended. The Comprehensive Assessment Tool includes a Strength & Difficulty Questionnaire (SDQ). Assessments completed in 2016/2017: 
· Initial Assessments Completed: 1596, and
· Comprehenssve Assessments completed: 1015.
All young people are referred to a mental health clinician as required.
The six Adolescent Health Centres have a Dual Diagnosis Clinical Nurse Consultant position who assess and triage young people (10 – 21 years of age) for referral to a visiting Psychiatrist that assess and manages the care of young people referred.

	Queensland
	In Queensland, every young person admitted to youth detention is assessed for suicide risk and asked about their mental health.  Mental Health and Other Drugs Services (MHAODS) take referrals for young people in detention who may have or have been diagnosed with a mental health issues that would benefit from assessment and intervention.  MHOADS checks every young person admitted to detention with the Consumer Integrated Mental Health Application (CIMHA) to check if the young person has a history of involvement with mental health services.
The Mental Health Act 2016 requires that regular clinical reviews are conducted for all involuntary admissions to in-patient mental health facilities. In addition, all involuntary patients must be reviewed by the Mental Health Review Tribunal (MHRT), an independent statutory body. The MHRT must also appoint a lawyer if a young person, who is under the MHA 2016, is required to attend a hearing.
Young people in youth detention receive a holistic Initial Health Assessment on admission, followed up by a Comprehensive Health Assessment within 3-5 days of admission.  Co-located health professionals provide an extensive range of primary health care services, administer medication, monitor ongoing health needs, and provide emergency medical response.  Health services staff participate in management of risk of self-harm and suicide, and participate in weekly meetings to manage responses to high risk/high needs young people.
In response to recommendations of the Independent Review of Youth Detention the Queensland government has committed to expand the range of therapeutic services available in detention, including introduction of in-house psychiatric services, expansion of speech pathology and psychological services, and improved training for all youth detention staff in identifying and responding to emotional and psychological harm in young people, and identifying, treating and managing young people with mental health issues.

	Tasmania
	The health and well-being of young people in detention in Tasmania is monitored by a resident nurse. Monthly reviews by a Transfer Assessment Panel occur when a young person is held in the Tasmania Prison Service for an extended period.

	Western Australia
	The Western Australian Government is committed to reforming the Criminal Law (Mentally Impaired Accused) Act 1996 (CLMIA) in line with a number of commitments taken to the 2017 State election. Those commitments will introduce significant reforms to the CLMIA Act, particularly to:
· limit terms so custody orders are no longer than the term the person would likely have received, had they been found guilty of the offence
· Introduce new procedural fairness provisions which provide for rights to appear, appeal and review, and
· Ensure determinations about the release of mentally impaired accused from custody, and the conditions to be attached to such release (if any), are made by the Mentally Impaired Accused Review Board (the Board) but with a right of review before the Supreme Court on an annual basis.
Pursuant to subsection 33(2) of the CLMIA Act, the Board is required to give the Minister a written report about a mentally impaired accused (a ‘Statutory Report’), which focuses on the release considerations outlined in subsection 33(5) of the CLMIA Act, in any event at least once in every calendar year. The necessarily detailed statutory reports are prepared so as to contain sufficient information for the Attorney General to make an independent decision following a recommendation of the Board.
The Governor in Executive Council, on recommendation from the Attorney General, then determines the suitability for the conditional release of a mentally impaired accused with or without specific conditions.
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	Young people under supervision on an average day(a) by sex and Indigenous status, states and territories, 2015–16 

	Sex
	Indigenous status
	NSW
	Vic
	Qld
	WA
	SA
	Tas
	ACT
	NT
	Aust excl NT
	Aust incl  NT

	Male
	Indigenous
	558
	147
	599
	406
	124
	27
	15
	145
	1,875
	2,020

	
	Non-Indigenous
	614
	780
	531
	218
	134
	95
	45
	9
	2,417
	2,426

	
	Not stated
	60
	2
	10
	—
	1
	—
	—
	2
	72
	74

	
	Total
	1,231
	929
	1,140
	624
	259
	122
	59
	156
	4,364
	4,520

	Female
	Indigenous
	129
	32
	192
	65
	26
	3
	7
	26
	454
	480

	
	Non-Indigenous
	114
	123
	133
	38
	23
	15
	13
	1
	460
	460

	
	Not stated
	19
	—
	1
	—
	—
	1
	—
	—
	22
	22

	
	Total
	263
	155
	326
	103
	49
	19
	20
	27
	935
	962

	Total
	Indigenous
	687
	178
	791
	471
	150
	30
	22
	172
	2,329
	2,500

	
	Non-Indigenous
	728
	904
	664
	256
	157
	111
	58
	10
	2,877
	2,887

	
	Not stated
	79
	2
	11
	—
	1
	1
	—
	2
	94
	95

	
	Total
	1,494
	1,084
	1,466
	727
	307
	141
	80
	183
	5,299
	5,482

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) Number of young people on an average day may not sum to total due to rounding.

	Notes

	1. The Northern Territory did not supply JJ NMDS data for 2015–16.
	

	2. Includes non-standard data for the Northern Territory.
	

	[bookmark: RANGE!A21]Source: AIHW Juvenile Justice National Minimum Dataset (JJ NMDS) 2000–01 to 2015–16.
	


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2017). Youth justice in Australia 2015–16. Bulletin 139. Supplementary Tables – Characteristics of young people  under supervision.Cat. no. AUS 211. Canberra: AIHW. Table S2a. 
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Number of notifications, substantiations of notifications and number of children who were the subject of a notification and/or substantiation of a notification, states and territories, 2015–16
	
	NSW
	Vic

	Qld
	WA(a)
	SA
	Tas(b)
	ACT
	NT
	Total

	Children in notifications
	79,487
	71,663
	19,905
	15,090
	13,496
	8,004
	6,991
	10,851
	225,487




	Total notifications
	139,999
	107,062
	22,581
	18,031
	21,424
	11,514
	14,859
	20,465
	355,935

	Children in substantiations
	17,282
	14,154
	5,621
	4,198
	1,641
	795
	449
	1,574
	45,714

	Total substantiations
	30,266
	14,888
	6,104
	4,582
	1,857
	868
	627
	1,797
	60,989



(a) In Western Australia, notifications where the primary concern at notification was emotional/psychological, physical, sexual abuse or neglect are counted as notifications in this table. The definition of emotional abuse in Western Australia has been broadened to include children witnessing family and domestic violence from 2015–16.
(b) From February 2016, any notification to Child Protection Services Tasmania finalised under Section 17(2)(a) of the Children, Young Persons and Their Families Act 1997 (that is, the notification was based on information or observations that were not sufficient to constitute reasonable grounds for the belief or suspicion contained in the notification) was classified as a child concern report for the purpose of national reporting and was not counted as a notification. As such, the number of notifications reported nationally for Tas for 2015–16 has decreased compared with previous years. Due to changes in the way in which notifications have been defined in Tas, information related to notifications reported nationally may differ from that published in state-based publications, such as the Annual Report and Budget Papers.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Table 3.1. 

Children who were the subjects of substantiations of notifications received during 2015–16, by primary type of abuse or neglect, states and territories (%)
[image: ]
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Figure 3.3. 

Children aged 0–17 who were the subjects of substantiations of notifications received during 2015–16, by Indigenous status, states and territories (number and number per 1,000)

Number	Number per 1,000

	State/ territory
	Indigenous
	Non- Indigenous
	Unknown
	All children
	
	Indigenous
	Non- Indigenous
	All children
	Rate ratio Indigenous/
non- Indigenous

	NSW
	5,287
	11,923
	72
	17,282
	
	57.2
	7.4
	10.1
	7.8

	Vic
	1,708
	12,442
	4
	14,154
	
	80.2
	9.7
	10.8
	8.3

	Qld
	1,924
	3,444
	253
	5,621
	
	21.8
	3.3
	5.0
	6.6

	WA(a)
	1,808
	2,378
	12
	4,198
	
	48.3
	4.3
	7.1
	11.3

	SA
	582
	971
	88
	1,641
	
	35.9
	2.8
	4.6
	12.7

	Tas(b)
	157
	526
	112
	795
	
	14.5
	5.1
	7.0
	2.8

	ACT
	112
	294
	43
	449
	
	45.5
	3.5
	5.1
	13.2

	NT
	1,325
	249
	0
	1,574
	
	49.6
	6.8
	24.8
	7.3

	Total
	12,903
	32,227
	584
	45,714
	
	43.6
	6.4
	8.5
	6.9


(a) Western Australia has significantly improved reporting on Indigenous identification compared with years before 2015–16.

(b) In Tas and the Australian Capital Territory, the higher proportion of children with unknown Indigenous status may affect the reliability of the rate ratio calculation. Rate ratios should therefore be interpreted with caution.
Notes
1. Rates were calculated using revised population estimates based on the 2011 Census and should not be compared with rates calculated using populations or projections based on previous Censuses. Refer to Table S53 for the populations used in the calculation of rates.
2. Rate and rate ratio calculations include unborn children and children of unknown age but exclude children of unknown Indigenous status.
3. Legislation and practice differ across jurisdictions in relation to children aged 17. In some jurisdictions, children aged 17 are not substantiated and this means the number per 1,000 children who were the subjects of substantiations may be lower for those jurisdictions.
4. Rate ratios were calculated by dividing the unrounded rate of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children who were the subject of substantiations by the unrounded rate of non-Indigenous children who were the subject of substantiations. The resulting number is a measure of how many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children were the subjects of substantiations for every non-Indigenous child who was the subject of substantiation.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2017. Child protection Australia 2015–16. Child Welfare series no. 66. Cat. no. CWS 60. Canberra: AIHW. Table 3.5. 
	Jurisdiction
	Measures to reduce child abuse and neglect

	Commonwealth
	The National Framework for Protecting Australia’s Children 2009–2020 represents the highest level of collaboration between Commonwealth, state and territory governments and civil society to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of Australia’s children. Implementation of the Framework is through a series of three-year action plans. The Third Action Plan (2015–2018) under this Framework aims to help reduce the likelihood of children entering the child protection system and to reduce the overrepresentation of Indigenous children and young people needing child protection services. As part of the Third Action Plan, the Australian Government is funding the Building Capacity in Australian Parents trial, which will work to build parenting skills in the first 1,000 days of a child’s life in three locations, and a national community awareness raising, which will raise community awareness nationally about parenting and the importance of the first 1000 days of a child’s life .
The Australian Government is funding the inclusion of an Intimate Partner Violence training module for the Australian Nurse-Family Partnership Program (ANFPP). The module will form part of the core education for program staff, supporting staff to better address domestic violence with the aim of reducing the high rates of domestic violence experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The module, which was successfully trialled in the United States, is currently being adapted to meet the Australian cultural context and will be available to the ANFPP in 2018. 
For Indigenous children, the Commonwealth’s focus is on addressing the underlying factors that lead to abuse and neglect and contact with the child protection system. Through the Indigenous Advancement Strategy, in 2017-18 the Commonwealth is providing $210 million for activities that get children to school, improve education outcomes and support families to give young Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people a good start in life. The Commonwealth is also providing $264 million for activities to make communities safer for Indigenous Australians so they can enjoy similar levels of wellbeing as those of other Australians.

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory’s five year strategy, A Step Up for Our Kids: One Step Can Make a Lifetime of Difference (Out of Home Care Strategy 2015-2020) has a focus on prevention, early intervention and reunification, to divert children from entering long-term care. For example, this includes an intensive family based service that supports families with children at risk of entering care, or who have entered care, by providing an intensive service to families at a point of crisis. A Step Up for Our Kids provides a child-centred and trauma-informed approach.

	New South Wales
	In October 2014 New South Wales implemented a range of child protection reforms to strengthen and improve the child protection and Out Of Home Care system. In particular, the introduction of permanent placement principles set out a permanent placement hierarchy for children and young people entering the care system. These principles significantly change the nature of OOHC services in New South Wales with agencies providing permanent care to children and young people through a range of care arrangements including restoration, adoption, guardianship and statutory OOHC. 
The New South Wales Child Safe Standards for Permanent Care establish minimum requirements for accreditation as a designated agency or adoption service provider, which are overseen by the Office of the Children’s Guardian. These Standards ensure that the UN Convention of the Rights of the Child are upheld, and aim to ensure that children and young people are safe and cared for in environments that are free from harm and abuse, and that they are empowered to participate in decisions that affect their lives. 
On 1 December 2016 New South Wales became the first state in Australian history to gain accreditation for its government-run child protection service. All 15 FACS Districts are now accredited to provide OOHC by the independent statutory body the Office of the Children’s Guardian.

	Queensland
	In 2017-18, the Queensland government will invest in Bravehearts, a non‑government organisation, to deliver community education and targeted support for children who have experienced or are at risk of sexual assault and their non-offending family members.
In 2017-18, the Queensland government will invest in yourtown (formerly BoysTown) to deliver Kids Helpline, which provides a 24-hour counselling service to children and young people in Queensland.

	South Australia
	Intensive family support services provided to support families to reduce risk of abuse and neglect.
Positive Parenting Program to support families to deliver a safe family environment.
Infant Therapeutic Reunification Service provided to support families with babies and infants to develop and deliver a safe family environment.
The Children’s Protection Act 1995 requires ‘child safe environment’ practice and policy by a range of public and private organisations.
Early Intervention Research Directorate – whole of state strategy to improve prevention and early intervention for children and young people at risk of entering the child protection system
Child and Family Assessment and Referral Networks established in 2017 to improve responses to children and families where there are concerns for the safety and wellbeing of children and young people.

	Tasmania
	In August 2015 the Tasmanian government launched Safe Homes, Safe Families—Tasmania’s Family Violence Action Plan 2015–2020, a $26 million commitment to new and direct actions to address family violence in Tasmania. The plan provides more than $7 million for actions focused on children and young people. These include: developing a respectful relationships education package to be delivered in all Tasmanian government schools from Kindergarten to year 12; supporting Stop It At The Start, the national campaign to address the attitudes of children and young people to violence against women; appointing six additional psychologists and social workers based in schools and Child and Family Centres across the state, to support children experiencing family violence; developing grant deeds with Independent Schools Tasmania and the Catholic Education Office to support students affected by family violence in non-government schools; and providing additional counselling services for children and young people experiencing family violence, through the Australian Childhood Foundation

	Western Australia
	The Department of Communities offers diversionary services aimed at reducing child abuse and neglect to prevent the need for children to come into care. 
Intensive Family Support teams provide intensive in-home support to ‘hard to reach’ families to create safety and prevent the need for children to be removed from their care. Child Protection Workers focus on building the capacity of these families to function and address the complex and multifaceted issues contributing to dysfunction and disadvantage. The intensity of intervention relates to the frequency and duration of contact and the variety of supports provided to the families. Priority is given to working with Aboriginal families with children at-risk of entering care and culturally responsive strategies are used with these families. 
Parent Visitors provide in-home practical parenting support for families (such as setting up routines and role modelling good ways to spend time with children), and help families to link into pro-social activities, community services and other supports.
Youth and Family Support Workers are child protection workers that provide culturally appropriate in-home support to Aboriginal families, with a focus on increasing the safety and wellbeing of youth.
Best Beginnings Plus is an earlier intervention, intensive home visiting program that works alongside families with infants at risk of neglect and/or abuse. The program aims to increase child safety and wellbeing, parent/s wellbeing and family functioning, and social connectedness. 
Parent Support Service aims to engage families with school aged children and young people involved in criminal activity, anti-social behaviour and truancy. 
In addition, funding is provided to community sector organisations to deliver a range of other intensive family support services, aimed at supporting families to divert them from the child protection system and prevent children entering care.



	Jurisdiction
	Programs/services available to assist/rehabilitate child victims of abuse

	Commonwealth
	In 2016, the Australian Government invested approximately $2.4 million over three years to trial the Trauma Assessment, Response and Referral Outreach Teams (TARROT) project in at least six (up to 10) priority areas across Australia. The TARROT project will apply an innovative child-centric approach to treatment to contribute to breaking the cycle of trauma for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander families.  Multidisciplinary in-reach and outreach teams will provide primary care, allied health and specialist intensive case management using cultural care plans to identify and manage existing health, wellbeing and behavioural issues of children and families.

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory provides support and services to assist and rehabilitate child victims of abuse, including case management through Child and Youth Protection Services and through partnerships with community organisations.
Additionally, the Australian Capital Territory has partnered with community sector organisations to provide support child victims of abuse. For example, the Melaleuca Place Trauma Recovery Centre provides a high quality trauma-informed therapeutic program to children aged 0-12 years who have experienced abuse and neglect.

	New South Wales
	The Department of Family and Community Services has commissioned a Trauma Treatment Service (TTS) for children and young people in OOHC or at risk of entering OOHC. It is designed to promote healing and recovery from the impact of neglect and abuse.
‘Staying Home Leaving Violence’ (SHLV) and ‘Integrated Domestic Family Violence’ (IDFV) provide direct services to children. The SHLV provides long-term case management and support to victims and their children, including housing assistance. IDFV provides long-term case management to victims and children still living with violence. In 2015-16 the SHLV helped 3458 children. In 2015-16 the IDFV provided 3,393 children with a range of intensive support services. Ninety six per cent of SHLV clients reported their children feel safe as a result of the assistance provided.  The budget for SHLV is $6.2 million for 2017-18. The budget for IDFVS is $3.7 million for 2017-18.
The New South Wales government has statutory protections for child complainants or child witnesses of domestic violence or abuse. In 2016, the government passed the Crimes (Domestic and Personal Violence) Amendment (Review) Act 2016. It prevents children under 16 in apprehended violence order proceedings from being questioned by a defendant directly. Child witness can only be questioned by the defendant’s lawyer or a person appointed by the court. The child witness also has a right to a supportive person when giving evidence.

	Northern Territory
	Sexual Assault Referral Centre Counselling Services are provided in Darwin, Katherine, Tenant Creek and Alice Springs.
Relationships Australia Northern Territory Inc. Therapeutic Intervention for Children services are provided in Darwin and Palmerston, Katherine and Milikapiti, and Alice Springs.
Children’s domestic violence measures include counsellors located in Women’s Shelters.
Tangentyere Council Aboriginal Corporation-Domestic and Family Violence Children’s Service to Aboriginal Youth (12-17 years).
Department of Health Mental Health Services.

	Queensland
	In 2017-18, the Queensland government will invest in nine specific Sexual Abuse Counselling services.
In 2017-18, the Queensland government will provide funding to Bravehearts to deliver community education and targeted support for children who have experienced or are at risk of sexual assault and their non-offending family members. It will also  invest in yourtown to deliver the Kids Helpline service, which provides 24-hour counselling to children and young people in Queensland.
Victims Assist Queensland administers the Queensland government’s assistance scheme for victims of crime, which assists the recovery of victims who have been injured as a result of an act of violence or domestic and family violence, including sexual assault, rape, incest or the indecent treatment of children.
Queensland Health, in response to recommendations made in the final report of the Special Taskforce on Domestic and Family Violence in Queensland, has developed a toolkit of resources to support and enhance public and private health system responses to women and children who have experienced domestic and family violence in Queensland. The toolkit was accompanied by a state-wide train-the-trainer program delivered to health clinicians from across Queensland. Additionally, approaches to antenatal screening for domestic and family violence have been independently reviewed, with a plan to implement recommendations in 2018.

	South Australia
	Child protection ensures children in out of home care are able to access therapeutic services as required to assist them in the rehabilitation from trauma arising from child abuse.

	Tasmania
	The Rapid Rehousing Program provides safe accommodation for victims (or perpetrators) of family violence, including children at risk of homelessness.  A pool of affordable private rental properties are furnished and available for people seeking a safe home. Housing Connect provides ongoing support as part of this integrated housing and support response, demonstrating a collaborative approach between government, community housing providers, private landlords, and specialist support services. The program commenced in 2015–16 as part of the Tasmanian government’s Safe Homes, Safe Families action plan to respond to family violence.
Family Violence Counselling and Support Services offer professional and specialised services to assist children, young people and adults affected by family violence. This service is part of the Safe at Home Initiative which is a Tasmanian whole‑of‑government response to family violence.
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	Jurisdiction
	Programs to facilitate contact between incarcerated parents and their children 

	Australian Capital Territory
	SHINE for kids is an organisation that facilitates contact between incarcerated parents and their children by providing transport and assisting with visits to the Alexander Maconochie Centre (AMC), Canberra’s sole adult correctional facility
NAIDOC Week AMC Family Day is an annual opportunity in the AMC for detainees, their family and their friends to acknowledge and celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander culture.
Prisoner’s Aid ACT is an organisation that provides practical support including money, bus tickets and transport to families of detainees in order to increase connection to family and community
Extended Throughcare Program is an Australian Capital Territory Corrective Services run program designed to support detainees pre- and post-release with the aim of reducing recidivism. Support is provided to detainees and their families.
The Indigenous Liaison Officer is an  identified position in the AMC that provides assistance to Indigenous detainees and their families.
Transitional Release Centre is part of the AMC that accommodates detainees who are eligible for day and weekend release and who are able to have visits with their children on site.
The Australian Capital Territory Corrective Services facilitates visits five days a week which allows detainees to maintain contact with their loved ones in the community. There are family visits, extended family visits with BBQ facilities, a crèche in the visits reception area and the visits area, and a private breastfeeding room for nursing detainee mothers. 
AMC case managers liaise with Care and Protection where appropriate to arrange visits to the AMC for children who are subject to Orders, and also for letters and photographs to be sent and received, where appropriate.
Australian Capital Territory Corrective Services facilitates and funds programs designed to improve the parenting skills of male and female detainees:
· Being a Man and a Dad is a group program designed for men in custody with parenting roles
· Self- care for Mums is a program for women in custody funded and co-facilitated by ACT Corrective Services
· Relationships Australia is a counselling service provided to detainees in the AMC, and
· Indigenous counselling is provided by Dhunlung Yarra Service staff by professionals in Relationships Australia.

	Northern Territory
	Children up to school age can live with their mothers full-time or for weekends dependent on circumstances in the Darwin Correctional Centre. Participation is determined by a thorough assessment process based on the best interest of the child. Additional visits can be approved for feeding (in the case of infants)/bonding should it be determined in the best interests of the child not to reside with mother in the correctional centre. The Darwin Correntional Centre also delivers a support program, delivered by Relationships Australia ‘ABC for our Children’.

	Queensland
	Children’s Health Queensland’s Child and Youth Community Services provides support for women at the Helena Jones Centre in Brisbane. The Helana Jones Centre accommodates up to 25 low risk female prisoners in home style accommodation. It also accommodates up to five children of female prisoners who have been approved to have their children with them in custody.  Services, both individual and group-based, relating to child health as well as breast feeding support are provided through our Nundah community facility.
Youth Justice will support a young person having their child reside with them in youth detention if it is assessed as being in the child’s best interests and aligns with operational requirements. The young person will be provided with a safe environment and the resources that allow the young person to provide all necessary care for the child.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmania Prison Service (TPS) operates a Mother and Child Program. Where it is considered to be in the child’s best interests, they may be accommodated at the Mary Hutchinson Women’s Prison with their mother or guardian up until the age of two years. Some flexibility is allowed, for example, if the mother is due for release within a few weeks of the child reaching the age limit.
In Tasmania partnerships with other government agencies and community organisations has seen significant improvements in support to families and children with a parent in prison, including:
· video visits
· Family Engagement Workers - a volunteer program within the TPS assisting prisoners to stay connected to, or reconnect with, their family
· affordable family accommodation next door to the prison for families travelling long distances to visit a family member
· a video Homework Club
· CD to Books program – a joint program provided by the Department of Education and the TPS where prisoners are recorded reading a story which is then sent to their child
· family friendly visiting areas
· Happy Birthdays and Angel Tree: Birthday and Christmas Presents for Prisoners’ Children – presents are bought and delivered to children 15 years or younger on their birthday and at Christmas time. There is no cost to the prisoner, and
· Kid’s Days - days for Mums and Dads in prison to have a special visit with their children, to have fun together, and create some great memories. Each Kid’s Day is based on a different theme and involves activities and games.
Tasmania has recently commenced the process of raising awareness in the community of the impact of incarceration on children and families through the delivery of ‘hidden sentence training‘ aimed at professionals working with children and families.
As a result of this training, a number of government and non-government organisations have established a Children Affected by Parental Incarceration Working Group. The working group is developing ways in which the community can more effectively support children affected by parental incarceration. 
Parenting Programs delivered in the TPS are:
· Circles of Security - offered to prisoners at the Mary Hutchinson Women’s Prison, this is a small group program about how children learn to be connected, or attached, to their parents and to others, and
· Newpin Inside Parents - offered to prisoners in the Ron Barwick Minimum Security Prison, this is a program providing information in relation to how children grow, the different stages they go through and what they need at each stage, how to build a happier and healthier relationship with a child and setting personal goals for being a good parent.
Written resource material is also available for prisoners with children including information on staying in contact with children and guides to assist Mums and Dads in prison.

	Victoria
	Currently there are very limited services specifically for children of incarcerated parents. SHINE for Kids is a registered charity supporting children with a parent in the criminal justice system, and provides services in both Victoria and New South Wales.  They provide a range of services including a mentoring program for children with an incarcerated parent, and a program for children visiting parents during prison visiting hours. This involves staff and volunteers facilitating activities to encourage bonding amongst children and parents. This program is inclusive of both indigenous and non-indigenous children.
The results of an annual survey of young people involved with Victorian youth justice in 2016 looked at 176 males and eight females detained on sentence and remand on 28 September 2016. The survey shows that 34 per cent had a family history of parental or sibling imprisonment.
	General family visits
Children have access to contact and non-contact visits with an accompanying adult.  Most prisons have access to a small selection of toys and/or play equipment in contact visit centres. 
	All prisons

	DHHS supervised child access visits
Where appropriate, DHHS will facilitate supervised child access visits with prisoners.
	All prisons

	Activities during contact visits
Various programs or special activities may be facilitated during contact visits throughout the year by the prison or external agencies (e.g. activities to encourage bonding between children and parents; Father’s Day / Mother’s Day card making; Christmas party; Easter activities etc).
	Various prisons

	Family Support Services
Melbourne City Mission provide support, advocacy, education, referral and practical assistance to incarcerated mothers with matters relating to children (eg DHHS liaison, child protection court orders, visit access, and sourcing legal representation).
	Women’s prisons 
(Dame Phyllis Frost Centre and Tarrengower Prison)

	Residential visits
A family visit program which extends beyond normal visiting hours and which is not directly supervised.
	Some medium & minimum security male prisons (Loddon, Fulham, Marngoneet, Beechworth)
Minimum security women’s prison (Tarrengower)

	Family Ties Permit (primary care giver)
Suitably assessed prisoners (who have served at least half of their minimum term of imprisonment) may visit a child who they are the primary caregiver of in the community to maintain family ties.
	Minimum security prisons (Dhurringile, Beechworth, JLTC, Tarrengower)

	Mothers and Children Program
A program that allows infants and/or young children (up to pre-school age) to reside in prison with their mother or primary female carer.  The prisoners have access to a dedicated Mothers and Children Support Worker who provides support and assistance regarding parental roles and early childhood development.
	Women’s prisons 
(Dame Phyllis Frost Centre and Tarrengower Prison)

	Maternal and Child Health Nurse
Maternal and Child Health Nurses attend the prison to conduct progressive health checks and immunisation for children residing in prison, as well as information for mothers. 
	Women’s prisons 
(Dame Phyllis Frost Centre and Tarrengower Prison)

	School Holiday Program
A program allowing children aged less than 16 years to stay in the prison with their mother / primary caregiver for up to four days during the school holidays.
	Tarrengower Prison

	Child Access Program
A 3 hour access program which operates each week.
	Dame Phyllis Frost Centre

	Fun With Mum Program
Themed activities and interactive play are offered to women and their children every second Sunday through volunteers via Prison Network.  
	Dame Phyllis Frost Centre

	Transport Assistance
Prison Network provide transport assistance for children to and from the women’s prisons for visits.  The program also extends to transporting a number of children to holiday camps each school holidays for children of incarcerated mothers or mothers who have spent time in custody.

Aboriginal Family Visits Program also provides travel assistance to families of Aboriginal adult prisoners.
	Women’s prisons 
(Dame Phyllis Frost Centre and Tarrengower Prison)


All prisons

	Tweddle Parenting Program
Qualified early childhood practitioners meet with prisoners upon self-referral to provide parenting assistance.
	Women’s prisons 
(Dame Phyllis Frost Centre and Tarrengower Prison)

	Family Connections Program
VACRO provides male prisoners and their families with support and referral into appropriate family support services at the commencement of the father’s incarceration.
	Men’s prisons

	Video Visits Program
Video conferencing is available for prisoners to connect with family, particularly children, who are unable to visit prison regularly.

A pilot is currently being trialled at Tarrengower Prison with VACRO which will allow mothers to connect with children in the community, or children residing in prison with other family members in the community, utilising JabberGuest technology which allows families to connect via a personal device in the home (rather than attending a facility where videoconferencing exists).
	All prisons



Tarrengower Prison

	Supporting Kids and Youth (SKY) program
VACRO provides counselling to children aged 5-17 years who have a family member in contact with the criminal justice system.
	All prisons

	Programs specifically for mothers with children at Tarrengower prison:
· Child care (2 days a week) in the local community 
· Kindergarten ( for those children of appropriate ages) in the local community 
· Hey De Ho and Play group ( music and playgroup combined) This is run for 2 hours a week by an external provider 
· Regular consultation with MCHN and Midwife (for mother’s of newborns) 
· Consultation with Doctors ( in the local community) as needed
	Tarrengower Prison




	Western Australia
	The programs and systems that operate to facilitate contact between incarcerated parents and their children are guided by the Department of Justice’s ‘Women in Prison – Prisons Standard 5 January 2016’. In adult prisons, depending upon the security level of the prison facility, there are residential options for children, and extended overnight visits with their mother/caregivers. Parenting workshops are provided for mothers whose children still reside in the community.  Residential children in the facility are able to attend community day care. Child protection officers provide family reunification services.
Outcare operates Visits Centres to provide child minding and other services to help families adjust to having one parent in custody.  Hope provides a Parenting Advice and Support Service offering weekly child and parent activities for residential children and their mothers/carers. YMCA provides social visits activities for children. Ngala Parenting Services provides Social Worker(s) and Early Childhood Educator(s).
In juvenile detention centres, young people in Banksia Hill Detention Centre are encourage to maintain contact or re-establish contact with family, including contact with children, partners, siblings and parents. This is achieved through direct contact initiated by the young person or facilitated through the Aboriginal Welfare Officer, Youth Justice Officer, Senior Case Manager and external stakeholders including the Department of Communities.
Young parents in detention receive additional support on an as-needs basis, including additional visitation outside of routine times for parents of newborns, private accommodation for mothers of newborns born whilst mother is held in custody, hospital visits for fathers of newborns (both for the birth and periods immediately afterwards); and parenting programs.
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[bookmark: _Toc503853895]Children with Disability (Art23)
	Persons with disability, by age and sex–2003, 2009, 2012 and 2015, estimate

	
	
	
	
	

	Age group (years)
	2003
	2009
	2012
	2015

	ESTIMATE (‘000)

	Males
	
	
	
	

	0–4
	29.7
	28.1
	28.0
	36.7

	5–14
	169.1
	159.5
	159.7
	178.6

	15–24
	127.2
	105.8
	124.6
	135.9

	Total
	326
	293.4
	312.3
	351.2

	
	
	
	
	

	Females
	
	
	
	

	0–4
	23.8
	19.2
	25.0
	17.8

	5–14
	97.3
	81.6
	83.8
	98.7

	15–24
	124.1
	98.5
	121.4
	114.1

	Total
	245.2
	199.3
	230.2
	230.6

	
	
	
	
	

	All persons
	
	
	
	

	0–4
	53.5
	47.3
	53.3
	52.8

	5–14
	266.4
	241.0
	244.4
	274.6

	15–24
	251.3
	204.2
	245.3
	249.6

	Total
	571.2
	492.5
	543
	577


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2016. Disability, Ageing and Carers, Australia: First Results, 2015, Data cube: Table 1.1, cat. no. 4430.0.10.001. Available at: http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/4430.0.10.0012015?OpenDocument 
	Persons with disability, by age and sex–2003, 2009, 2012 and 2015, proportion of persons

	
	
	
	
	

	Age group (years)
	2003
	2009
	2012
	2015

	PROPORTION OF PERSONS (%)

	Males
	 
	 
	 
	

	0–4
	4.7
	3.9
	3.7
	4.7

	5–14
	12.4
	11.4
	11.2
	12.0

	15–24
	8.9
	6.7
	7.8
	8.8

	
	
	
	
	

	Females
	
	
	
	

	0–4
	3.9
	2.8
	3.5
	2.4

	5–14
	7.5
	6.1
	6.2
	7.0

	15–24
	9.0
	6.6
	8.0
	7.7

	
	
	
	
	

	All persons
	
	
	
	

	0–4
	4.3
	3.4
	3.6
	3.4

	5–14
	10.0
	8.8
	8.8
	9.5

	15–24
	9.0
	6.6
	7.8
	8.2


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics 2016. Disability, Ageing and Carers, Australia: First Results, 2015, Data cube: Table 1.3, cat. no. 4430.0.10.001. Available at: http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/4430.0.10.0012015?OpenDocument 

[bookmark: _Toc503853896]National Disability Insurance Scheme
Age Profile of active participants with an approved plan (No. of participants)
[image: ]
Source: National Disability Insurance Scheme. 2017. National Public Dashboard. [online] Available at: https://www.ndis.gov.au/medias/documents/he6/h03/8803452256286/NAT-Dashboard-30-June-2017.pdf  [Accessed 22 Nov 2017]
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[bookmark: _Toc503853897]Maternal, Perinatal and Infant Health 
Key trends for Australia’s mothers and babies, 2004 to 2014
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	 
	
	
	
	
	Annual change
(a)
	Per cent change
(a)

	Topic
	Unit
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	
	

	Mothers

	Women who gave birth
	No.
	252,871
	267,795
	277,440
	289,499
	292,159
	294,547
	295,456
	297,343
	307,570
	304,777
	307,844
	4,838
	*18.2

	Women who gave birth per 1,000 women of reproductive age (15–44 years)
	Rate
	59.1
	62.2
	64
	65.8
	65.3
	64.6
	63.9
	63.7
	64.9
	63.4
	63.3
	0.2
	.3

	Average maternal age (years)

	All mothers
	Average
	29.7
	29.7
	29.8
	29.9
	29.9
	30
	30
	30
	30.1
	30.1
	30.2
	0
	*1.6

	Indigenous  mothers
	Average
	24.8
	24.9
	25
	25.2
	25.1
	25.2
	25.2
	25.3
	25.2
	25.3
	25.5
	0.1
	*2.2

	First‑time mothers
	Average
	28
	28.1
	28.2
	28.2
	28.2
	27.9
	28.3
	29
	28.4
	28.6
	28.7
	0.1
	*2.7

	Maternal age (years)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under 25
	Per cent
	19.1
	19
	18.9
	18.7
	18.7
	18.3
	18
	17.5
	17.2
	16.9
	16
	–0.3
	*–15.2

	25–34
	Per cent
	61.3
	60.5
	59.7
	59
	58.4
	58.9
	59
	59.8
	60.4
	60.9
	61.9
	0.1
	1.3

	35 and over
	Per cent
	19.5
	20.4
	21.4
	22.3
	22.9
	22.9
	23
	22.7
	22.4
	22.3
	22.1
	0.2
	*10.5

	Antenatal visits

	5 or more antenatal visits(b)

	All mothers
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	95
	95.4
	95.5
	95.3
	0.1
	0.3

	Indigenous  mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	84.8
	86.1
	86.3
	86.7
	0.6
	*2.1

	Non‑ Indigenous mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	95.1
	95.3
	95.5
	95.3
	0.1
	0.2

	Antenatal visit in the first trimester(c)

	All mothers
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	62.8
	62
	62.7
	62.4
	62.4
	0
	–0.2

	Indigenous  mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	41.4
	46.6
	50.2
	52.6
	52.1
	2.7
	*25.4

	Non‑
Indigenous mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	61.4
	60.9
	61.5
	60.9
	61.1
	–0.1
	–0.5

	Tobacco smoking during pregnancy

	Smoked at any time during pregnancy

	All mothers
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	14.6
	13.7
	13.2
	12.5
	11.7
	11
	–0.7
	*–24.5

	Indigenous  mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	49.9
	49.4
	48.1
	47.1
	47.7
	45.2
	–0.8
	*–8.4

	Non‑
Indigenous mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	16.3
	15.4
	14.8
	14.2
	13.2
	12.6
	–0.7
	*–22.6

	Smoked in the first 20 weeks of pregnancy

	All mothers
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	12.9
	12.1
	11.3
	10.6
	–0.8
	*–17.9

	Indigenous  mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	47.2
	46.5
	46.6
	44.4
	–0.8
	*–5.4

	Non‑
Indigenous mothers
	AS per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	14.5
	13.8
	12.8
	12.2
	–0.8
	*–16.3

	Postnatal stay

	Less than 2 days
	Per cent
	11.5
	12.3
	12.7
	13.8
	14.4
	17
	16.3
	17.2
	18
	19.6
	20.5
	0.9
	*79.9

	2–4 days
	Per cent
	61.8
	62.4
	64.3
	64.9
	65.3
	63.7
	66.3
	65.9
	65.4
	65
	64.9
	0.3
	*4.7

	5 or more days
	Per cent
	25.4
	23.2
	21.9
	20.7
	19.3
	18.2
	17.4
	16.9
	16.5
	15.4
	14.5
	–1.0
	*–42.3

	Onset of labour
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Spontaneous  labour
	Per cent
	57.6
	56.5
	56.6
	56.6
	57
	56.2
	56
	54.8
	54.2
	52.7
	51.3
	–0.5
	*–9.2

	Induced labour
	Per cent
	25.3
	25.6
	25.1
	25.3
	24.8
	25.3
	25.2
	26
	26.3
	27.6
	28.4
	0.3
	*10.7

	No labour
	Per cent
	17.1
	17.9
	18.3
	18.1
	18.2
	18.4
	18.8
	19.1
	19.4
	19.7
	20.3
	0.3
	*15.7

	Method of birth

	Non‑
instrumental vaginal delivery
	Per cent
	59.6
	58.9
	58.5
	57.9
	57.5
	56.8
	56.3
	55.6
	55.2
	54.8
	54.4
	–0.5
	*–8.8

	Instrumental vaginal delivery
	Per cent
	11
	10.8
	10.7
	11.2
	11.4
	11.7
	12
	12.1
	12.4
	12.4
	12.5
	0.2
	*18.4

	Caesarean section
	Per cent
	29.4
	30.3
	30.8
	30.9
	31.1
	31.5
	30.2
	32.3
	32.4
	32.8
	33.1
	0.3
	*10.8

	Multiple pregnancies

	Multiple pregnancies per 1,000 mothers
	Rate
	16.8
	16.9
	16.7
	16
	16.1
	15.6
	15.9
	15.5
	15
	15.2
	15
	–0.2
	*–11.9

	Babies

	Babies born
	Number
	257,205
	272,421
	282,173
	294,208
	296,928
	299,227
	300,215
	302,025
	312,251
	309,489
	312,548
	4,838
	*18.2

	Gestational age

	Pre‑term (20–36 weeks)
	Per cent
	8.2
	8.1
	8.2
	8.1
	8.2
	8.2
	8.3
	8.3
	8.5
	8.6
	8.6
	0
	*6.0

	Term (37–41 weeks)
	Per cent
	90.5
	90.7
	90.6
	90.9
	90.9
	90.8
	90.9
	91
	90.9
	90.9
	90.9
	0
	*0.4

	Post‑term (42 weeks and over)
	Per cent
	1.3
	1.2
	1.1
	0.9
	0.9
	0.9
	0.8
	0.7
	0.6
	0.5
	0.5
	–0.1
	*–66.0

	Birthweight(d)

	Low birthweight
	Per cent
	6.4
	6.4
	6.4
	6.2
	6.1
	6.2
	6.2
	6.3
	6.2
	6.4
	6.4
	0
	–0.4

	Low birthweight babies with Indigenous mothers
	Per cent
	13.2
	13.2
	12.4
	12.5
	12.4
	12
	12
	12.6
	11.8
	12.2
	11.8
	–0.1
	*–9.3

	Low birthweight babies with non-Indigenous mothers
	Per cent
	6.1
	6.1
	6.2
	5.9
	5.9
	5.9
	6
	6
	6
	6.1
	6.2
	0
	–0.2

	Low birthweight Indigenous babies
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	11.1
	10.8
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Low birthweight non‑Indigenous babies
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	6.1
	6.1
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Low birthweight (singleton)
	Per cent
	4.9
	4.8
	4.8
	4.7
	4.7
	4.7
	4.8
	4.8
	4.8
	4.8
	4.9
	0
	0.3

	Low birthweight singleton babies with Indigenous mothers
	Per cent
	12.1
	12
	11.3
	11.2
	11.2
	10.9
	10.7
	11.2
	10.5
	10.9
	10.5
	–0.1
	*–12.1

	Low birthweight  singleton babies with non-Indigenous mothers
	Per cent
	4.6
	4.6
	4.6
	4.5
	4.4
	4.5
	4.5
	4.6
	4.5
	4.6
	4.7
	0
	0.8

	Low birthweight singleton Indigenous babies
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	9.8
	9.6
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Low birthweight singleton non‑Indigenous babies
	Per cent
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	n.a.
	4.5
	4.6
	n.a.
	n.a.

	Perinatal deaths
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Perinatal deaths per 1,000 births
	Rate
	10.5
	10.5
	10.4
	10.3
	10.2
	7.4
	10.2
	10.2
	9.6
	9.7
	9.6
	–0.1
	–9.2

	Stillbirths per 1,000 births
	Rate
	7.5
	7.3
	7.4
	7.4
	7.4
	7.8
	7.3
	7.4
	7.2
	7.1
	7
	–0.0
	–4.3

	Neonatal deaths per 1,000 live births
	Rate
	3.1
	3.2
	3
	2.9
	2.8
	2.2
	2.9
	2.8
	2.4
	2.6
	2.5
	–0.1
	*–20.5

	n.a. Not available
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	* Indicates results with statistically significant increases or decreases at the p < 0.05 level over the period 2004 to 2014. See Appendix C for further information on methods.

	(a)    Determined by linear regression (see Appendix C for further information on methods). The annual change is the estimated average annual change between 2004 and 2014. The percentage change is the percentage change between 2004 and 2014. Annual change and percentage change have not been calculated when there are less than 3 years of data available.

	(b)    Based on women who gave birth at 32 weeks or more gestation (excluding unknown gestation). Trend data excludes Victoria and Western Australia (see Appendix Table C2).

	(c)     Trend data excludes New South Wales due to a change in data collection practice introduced in 2011.
	
	
	
	
	

	(d)    Includes liveborn babies only.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Notes
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1.             Results should be interpreted with caution due to changes in data collection methods over time.
	
	
	
	
	

	2.             Age‑standardised (AS) per cents have been directly age‑standardised to the Australian female population aged 15–44 as at 30 June 2001.
	


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2016. Australia’s mothers and babies 2014—in brief. Perinatal statistics series no. 32. Cat no. PER 87. Canberra: AIHW.
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Characteristics of women who had direct and indirect maternal deaths, Australia, 2008–2012

	
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women
	Non-Indigenous women
	Unknown status
	Total

	Maternal age

	Under 20
	1
	2
	2
	5

	20–24
	4
	9
	1
	14

	25–29
	0
	19
	4
	23

	30–34
	0
	19
	1
	20

	35–39
	1
	21
	7
	29

	40 or over
	2
	9
	2
	13

	Not stated
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Total
	8
	79
	18
	105

	Maternal BMI(a) at first antenatal visit

	Less than 18.5
	0
	1
	0
	1

	18.5–24.9
	2
	12
	0
	14

	25–29.9
	1
	12
	3
	16

	30 or more
	2
	14
	3
	19

	Not stated
	3
	40
	12
	55

	Total
	8
	79
	18
	105

	Smoking status during pregnancy

	Smoked
	3
	13
	3
	19

	Did not smoke
	1
	35
	6
	42

	Not stated
	4
	31
	9
	44

	Total
	8
	79
	18
	105

	Alcohol consumption status

	Alcohol consumed
	2
	4
	2
	8

	Alcohol not consumed
	1
	19
	4
	24

	Not stated
	5
	56
	12
	73

	Total
	8
	79
	18
	105

	Antenatal care

	0–2 antenatal visits
	1
	6
	2
	9

	3–5 antenatal visits
	5
	33
	9
	47

	Not stated
	2
	40
	7
	49

	Total
	8
	79
	18
	105


(a)	kg/m2.
Note: Three maternal deaths were not able to be classified due to insufficient information being available.
Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare, Humphrey MD, Bonello MR, Chughtai A, Macaldowie A, Harris K & Chambers GM 2015. Maternal deaths in Australia 2008–2012. Maternal deaths series no. 5. Cat. no. PER 70. Canberra: AIHW.. Available at: http://www.aihw.gov.au/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=60129557074
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	Jurisdiction
	Programs and services for women in rural, regional and remote Australia 

	Commonwealth
	The Australian Government provides approximately $27 million annually to support the Rural Health Outreach Fund, which improves access to GPs (including female GPs), medical specialists, allied and other health services for people living in regional, rural and remote Australia. 

	New South Wales
	In New South Wales, the Aboriginal Maternal and Infant Health Service (AMIHS) supports the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal families across New South Wales by providing accessible and culturally appropriate maternity care.
AMIHS is delivered through a continuity-of-care model, where midwives and Aboriginal Health Workers collaborate to provide high-quality maternity services which are culturally safe, women-centred and provided in partnership with Aboriginal people.

	Queensland
	Deadly Kids, Deadly Futures Framework – Children’s Health Queensland, in partnership with the Department of Education, launched a Deadly Kids, Deadly Futures, Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Child Ear and Hearing Health Framework 2016-2026. It is focused on preventing and managing the high rate of middle-ear disease in Indigenous children. This is supported through the Deadly Ears Program, an award-winning initiative that has been running for 10 years and delivers ear, nose and throat and audiology assessments and treatments to Indigenous children across the state.
Ellen Barron Family Centre in Brisbane provides a specialist child health service to families who require support with building practical skills and confidence in parenting. The centre supports families from across Queensland and Northern New South Wales who are experiencing sleep and settling issues with their babies as well as supporting health professionals with advanced training in community and developmental paediatrics.
The Queensland Centre for Perinatal and Infant Mental Health (QCPIMH) supports parents, caregivers and communities to have the confidence, knowledge, skills and resources to support their own wellbeing and raise emotionally healthy and resilient children. Under Connecting Care to Recovery 2016-2021, CHQ’s QLD Centre for Perinatal & Infant Mental Health is working with other HHSs from across Queensland to develop a continuum of mental health service delivery across the state for women in the perinatal period and their infants. Services being developed include:
· Perinatal & Infant Mental Health Day Programs, called Together in Mind, to be rolled out in 13 sites across QLD
· A Perinatal & Infant Mental Health Telepsychiatry service, and
· 10 community based mental health clinicians, covering both CYMHS services (infant mental health ) and Adult Mental Health Services (Perinatal Mental Health).
Under Queensland’s Making Tracks towards closing the gap in health outcomes for Indigenous Queenslanders by 2033: Investment Strategy 2015‑2018 $200 million is provided towards targeted programs to improve the health outcomes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  One of the four priority areas of this investment is ‘A Healthy Start to Life‘ which includes targeted investment towards maternity and child health services, Parenting support for vulnerable families and support for the Deadly Kids, Deadly Futures child health hearing program.
Queensland Health also reports annually through the Queensland Health Closing the Gap performance report on progress towards meeting the target to halve the mortality gap for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children under five within a decade (by 2018).

	Tasmania
	The perinatal mortality rate for Tasmania in 2014 was 12.4 deaths per 1,000 births. The infant mortality rate for 2014 was 5.3 per 1,000 births

	Western Australia
	The Western Australian Health Department delivers maternal health services (i.e: antenatal, mental health and wellbeing, and postnatal) at ten of the 21 Child and Parent Centres - nine metropolitan and one regional.
The Western Australian  government’s Footprints to Better Health strategy funds programs to support rural and remote Indigeous children in Western Australia to have increased access to timely and relevant health services that support their growth and development. 
Western Australian Country Health Service (WACHS) provides maternity and newborn services to all women and children. Community based child health services offer all infants and children and their families a series of child health checks and immunisations. Vulnerable children and families are a key focus of these services.




	Jurisdiction
	Initiatives to reduce Indigenous Maternal Mortality

	Commonwealth
	New Directions: Mothers and Babies Services (NDMBS) provide Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and their mothers with access to antenatal and postnatal care, including information, practical advice and assistance, monitoring of developmental milestones, and health checks and referrals to treatment. The program delivers services in 124 urban, regional and rural and remote locations across Australia and will be expanded to 136 sites by 2017-18.
The Australian Nurse Family Partnership Program (ANFPP) is an evidence based, nurse-led home visiting program that supports women pregnant with an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander child from around 16 weeks gestation to 2 years of age. The program is delivered in 13 sites.

	New South Wales
	In New South Wales, the Aboriginal Maternal and Infant Health Service (AMIHS) supports the health and wellbeing of Aboriginal families across New South Wales by providing accessible and culturally appropriate maternity care. AMIHS is delivered through a continuity-of-care model, where midwives and Aboriginal Health Workers collaborate to provide high-quality maternity services which are culturally safe, women-centred and provided in partnership with Aboriginal people.
The Building Stronger Foundations (BSF) program provides culturally safe early childhood health services for Aboriginal children from birth to school entry age and their families.  Aboriginal Health Workers and nurses work with families and community to support health, growth and development of Aboriginal children.
The Quit for New Life program supports mothers of Aboriginal babies to quit smoking.
The Get Healthy in pregnancy program supports Aboriginal women to achieve a healthy gestational weight gain by providing free telephone coaching with culturally-competent qualified health coaches.

	Northern Territory
	Integrated maternity services across the Northern Territory is an initiative in response to the ongoing poor health outcomes for pregnant women. The service redesign has prioritized Aboriginal women from remote and urban communities and with complex pregnancies to receive high levels of case management and care coordination.

	Queensland
	The Birthing in Our Communities (BiOC) program is a partnership between the Brisbane Mater Mothers’ Hospital, the Institute for Urban Indigenous Health (IUIH) and the Brisbane Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Service.  The Queensland government has provided $3.0 million to the IUIH for the expansion of the BiOC workforce resulting in an increase in the number of midwives and Indigenous Workers and the establishment of a BiOC hub in Brisbane in October 2016.  The hub delivers intensive antenatal and family support services for vulnerable women birthing an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander baby and provides continuity of care throughout pregnancy, birth and the early postnatal period
A Universal and Targeted Primary Health Care Model aims to strengthen the capacity of existing primary health care services in remote communities by establishing community based Maternal and Child Health Primary Prevention Teams supported by visiting Maternal and Child Health Intervention Teams. The model, which has been trialled in Cape York from 2008, promotes protective behaviours and safe environments for children, enhances primary prevention services to address risk factors and increases accessibility to medical and allied health specialist services.
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Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2016. Australia’s mothers and babies 2014—in brief. Perinatal statistics series no. 32. Cat no. PER 87. Canberra: AIHW. Pg. 39
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	Cohort 1 – All children -  (12-<15 Months) - to September 2017

	State
	% DTP
	% Polio
	% HIB
	% Hep B
	% MMR
	% Pneumo
	% MenC
	% Varicella
	% Fully Immunised*

	ACT
	95.90
	95.80
	95.47
	95.85
	n/a
	95.44
	n/a
	n/a
	94.81

	NSW
	94.57
	94.53
	94.28
	94.52
	n/a
	94.12
	n/a
	n/a
	93.69

	VIC
	95.01
	94.97
	94.64
	94.87
	n/a
	94.59
	n/a
	n/a
	94.07

	QLD
	94.78
	94.76
	94.61
	94.76
	n/a
	94.50
	n/a
	n/a
	94.23

	SA
	94.93
	94.89
	94.64
	94.91
	n/a
	94.57
	n/a
	n/a
	94.21

	WA
	94.00
	93.97
	93.78
	93.88
	n/a
	93.65
	n/a
	n/a
	93.26

	TAS
	94.55
	94.45
	94.21
	94.59
	n/a
	94.28
	n/a
	n/a
	93.92

	NT
	94.05
	94.02
	93.65
	94.26
	n/a
	93.89
	n/a
	n/a
	93.16

	AUS
	94.70
	94.66
	94.42
	94.63
	n/a
	94.32
	n/a
	n/a
	93.90


*From quarter ending 31 December 2013, pneumococcal (dose 3) was included in the definition of fully immunised for the 12-<15 month cohort.
	Cohort 1 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children -  (12-<15 Months) - to September 2017

	State
	% DTP
	% Polio
	% HIB
	% Hep B
	% MMR
	% Pneumo
	% MenC
	% Varicella
	% Fully Immunised*

	ACT
	92.86
	92.86
	92.86
	94.44
	n/a
	92.86
	n/a
	n/a
	92.86

	NSW
	94.52
	94.51
	94.41
	94.91
	n/a
	94.51
	n/a
	n/a
	94.28

	VIC
	92.17
	92.05
	91.87
	92.47
	n/a
	92.11
	n/a
	n/a
	91.64

	QLD
	91.76
	91.71
	91.69
	92.97
	n/a
	91.74
	n/a
	n/a
	91.56

	SA
	91.82
	91.82
	91.59
	93.22
	n/a
	92.17
	n/a
	n/a
	91.59

	WA
	89.06
	88.92
	88.97
	89.38
	n/a
	89.06
	n/a
	n/a
	88.87

	TAS
	93.93
	93.69
	93.69
	94.16
	n/a
	93.93
	n/a
	n/a
	93.69

	NT
	92.42
	92.42
	92.18
	93.13
	n/a
	92.58
	n/a
	n/a
	91.63

	AUS
	92.44
	92.38
	92.30
	93.14
	n/a
	92.45
	n/a
	n/a
	92.15


*From quarter ending 31 December 2013, pneumococcal (dose 3) was included in the definition of fully immunised for the 12-<15 month cohort.
	Cohort 2 – All children -  (24-<27 Months) - to September  2017

	State
	% DTP**
	% Polio
	% HIB
	% Hep B
	% MMR
	% Pneumo
	% Men C***
	% Varicella***
	% Fully Immunised***

	ACT
	95.01
	97.14
	96.31
	97.13
	94.75
	n/a
	96.14
	94.42
	92.69

	NSW
	93.29
	96.17
	95.02
	96.04
	93.12
	n/a
	95.04
	92.72
	90.07

	VIC
	93.88
	96.64
	95.63
	96.49
	93.70
	n/a
	95.45
	93.57
	90.96

	QLD
	94.09
	96.45
	95.84
	96.29
	93.92
	n/a
	95.80
	93.39
	91.88

	SA
	93.23
	96.37
	95.32
	96.22
	93.46
	n/a
	95.51
	93.08
	90.60

	WA
	92.25
	96.08
	94.92
	95.91
	92.05
	n/a
	94.70
	91.67
	89.53

	TAS
	93.78
	96.30
	95.80
	96.23
	94.29
	n/a
	96.11
	93.93
	91.40

	NT
	92.38
	96.58
	95.67
	96.34
	92.43
	n/a
	95.24
	91.20
	88.31

	AUS
	93.51
	96.37
	95.40
	96.23
	93.38
	n/a
	95.33
	93.01
	90.69


**From quarter ending 31 March 2017, DTP dose 4 (given at 18 months) was included in the definition for fully immunised for 24-<27 months.

***From quarter ending 31 December 2014, meningococcal C (given at 12 months), and dose 2 measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) and dose 1 varicella (given as MMRV at 18 months) were included in the definition of fully immunised for the 24-27 month cohort.

The inclusion of these immunisations to the coverage calculation in December 2014 and March 2017 caused a drop in the 24-27 month coverage rates. The more antigens included in the assessment, the higher the likelihood of reduced coverage rates. This usually resolves over time as the changes become more routine.
	Cohort 2 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children -  (24-<27 Months) - to September 2017

	State
	% DTP**
	% Polio
	% HIB
	% Hep B
	% MMR
	% Pneumo
	% Men C***
	% Varicella***
	% Fully Immunised***

	ACT
	94.78
	100.00
	98.51
	100.00
	92.54
	n/a
	96.27
	91.04
	90.30

	NSW
	93.68
	97.83
	97.39
	97.87
	93.99
	n/a
	97.37
	93.05
	90.90

	VIC
	92.62
	97.29
	96.14
	97.49
	92.48
	n/a
	95.40
	92.01
	89.37

	QLD
	91.96
	96.61
	96.46
	97.01
	92.44
	n/a
	96.76
	91.19
	88.68

	SA
	90.73
	97.60
	95.88
	97.71
	90.62
	n/a
	95.54
	90.39
	87.53

	WA
	86.34
	95.22
	94.60
	95.42
	87.44
	n/a
	92.93
	86.34
	82.14

	TAS
	93.23
	98.25
	98.47
	98.03
	94.54
	n/a
	98.25
	93.67
	89.74

	NT
	91.21
	97.42
	96.82
	97.49
	91.88
	n/a
	96.31
	89.14
	85.01

	AUS
	91.78
	97.06
	96.56
	97.24
	92.22
	n/a
	96.29
	91.09
	88.30


**From quarter ending 31 March 2017, DTP dose 4 (given at 18 months) was included in the definition for fully immunised for 24-<27 months.
***From quarter ending 31 December 2014, meningococcal C (given at 12 months), and dose 2 measles, mumps, rubella (MMR) and dose 1 varicella (given as MMRV at 18 months) were included in the definition of fully immunised for the 24-27 month cohort.
The inclusion of these immunisations to the coverage calculation in December 2014 and March 2017 caused a drop in the 24-27 month coverage rates. The coverage rate has dropped because the criteria to be assessed as fully immunised now includes more antigens. The more antigens included in the assessment, the higher the likelihood of reduced coverage rates. This usually resolves over time as the changes become more routine.
	Cohort 3 (60-<63 Months) to September 2017

	State
	% DTP
	% Polio
	% HIB
	% Hep B
	% MMR
	% Pneumo
	% Men C
	% Varicella
	% Fully Immunised

	ACT
	94.75
	94.72
	n/a
	n/a
	95.80
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	94.06

	NSW
	94.27
	94.33
	n/a
	n/a
	95.26
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	93.68

	VIC
	94.93
	94.99
	n/a
	n/a
	95.72
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	94.25

	QLD
	94.26
	94.29
	n/a
	n/a
	95.34
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	93.63

	SA
	94.26
	94.29
	n/a
	n/a
	95.34
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	93.63

	WA
	92.38
	92.46
	n/a
	n/a
	94.31
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	91.81

	TAS
	95.15
	95.15
	n/a
	n/a
	95.44
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	94.34

	NT
	93.64
	93.64
	n/a
	n/a
	95.15
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	92.97

	AUS
	94.30
	94.35
	n/a
	n/a
	95.36
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	93.71

	Cohort 3 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children -  (60<63 Months) - to September  2017

	State
	% DTP
	% Polio
	% HIB
	% Hep B
	% MMR
	% Pneumo
	% Men C
	% Varicella
	% Fully Immunised

	ACT
	96.21
	96.21
	n/a
	n/a
	97.73
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	96.21

	NSW
	97.30
	97.28
	n/a
	n/a
	97.85
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	96.66

	VIC
	95.29
	95.37
	n/a
	n/a
	96.99
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	94.48

	QLD
	97.03
	97.05
	n/a
	n/a
	98.30
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	96.78

	SA
	94.05
	94.05
	n/a
	n/a
	97.09
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	93.69

	WA
	95.57
	95.52
	n/a
	n/a
	97.68
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	95.02

	TAS
	96.25
	96.25
	n/a
	n/a
	95.63
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	95.00

	NT
	95.01
	95.01
	n/a
	n/a
	96.73
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	94.39

	AUS
	96.45
	96.45
	n/a
	n/a
	97.71
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	95.93


Source: Commonwealth of Australia, Department of Health. (2017). Immunise Australia Program – AIR Current Data. [online] Available at: http://www.immunise.health.gov.au/internet/immunise/publishing.nsf/Content/acir-curr-data.htm
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to address child and teenage mental health issues

	Commonwealth
	Collectively, funding of $71.3 million is being provided to join up child and youth mental health programs across the health, education and training, and social services sectors to establish a new networked system to improve mental health outcomes for children and young people, commencing with the early years and through to adolescence.
The National Workforce Support in Child Mental Health initiative is particularly supporting providers working with children who would benefit from early intervention, including those who have experienced trauma, and is supporting professionals in working with parents and families of these children.
From August 2018, the Mental Health in Education program will build on the best parts of existing school-based mental health programs, including KidsMatter, MindMatters and headspace School Support. 
The Australian Government report Mental Health of Children and Adolescents (August 2015) reports:
· increased incidents of Mental Health Disorders among 6‑17 year olds from 2.1% (1998) to 3.2% (2013‑14) 
· school‑based services accessed by students aged between 6 and 17 years with mental health disorders increased from 19.2% (1998) to 54% (2013‑14), and
· health services accessed for students with mental health disorders increased from 25.7% (1988) to 50.9% (2013-14).

	New South Wales
	In 2017-18 the New South Wales Ministry of Health is investing $812,000 to enhance the Aboriginal mental health workforce and other projects to improve services for Aboriginal people. This investment will provide specific enhancement for a range of measures including:
· Aboriginal mental health clinical leadership in local health districts 
· enhanced statewide coordination 
· targeted Aboriginal project funding 
· Aboriginal traineeships and clinician funding  in Northern New South Wales Local Health District
· Aboriginal Getting on Track In Time (Got it) pilot project, and
· Aboriginal Mental Health First Aid Instructor training and training delivery to Aboriginal community workers as a component of Mental Health First Aid training to different target groups.
The Aboriginal Mental Health Workforce Program builds the capacity of local health districts, specialty health networks and Aboriginal community controlled health services to provide culturally appropriate mental health services for Aboriginal people. 
The New South Wales government established the first Mental Health Commission of New South Wales in 2012. In response to the Commission document Living Well: A Strategic Plan for Mental Health in NSW 2014-2024, the New South Wales government is undertaking a decade long whole-of-government reform of mental health care. There has been record spending on mental health and wellbeing.  New and expanded services have been developed with investment in much needed infrastructure. Under the government commitment there is a major focus on prevention and early intervention and shifting the balance from hospital to community-based care.  Under this reform program, the government is enhancing specialist clinical mental health services in the community for children and young people and their families, addressing wellbeing in schools, investing in school based early intervention programs and a renewed focus on suicide prevention.  
In June 2017, the Legislative Assembly and Legislative Council formally commenced the inquiry into the prevention of youth suicide in New South Wales. The Terms of Reference for this inquiry state that ‘the Committee on Children and Young People will inquire into and report the current approaches aimed at preventing youth suicide in New South Wales.’

	Northern Territory
	Top End Child and Adolescent Mental Health Team and Central Australia Child and Youth mental Health Services providing specialist multidisciplinary community mental health services, consultation, assessment, treatment.  Services offered include clinical case management, individual and therapeutic interventions including cognitive behavioural therapy and prescription and monitoring of psychopharmacological agents and support to children and their families. 
Youth inpatient Program at Royal Darwin Hospital (3 beds) for acute mental health treatment and additional supports from the non-government sector.
The Department of Health works with other Northern Territory government agencies such as Corrections, Territory Families, Department of the Attorney-General and Justice and the Courts to continue to develop strategies that are optimal for the provision of services to youth and young people.  

	Queensland
	Queensland Health’s Child and Youth Mental Health Service (CYMHS) provides comprehensive, collaborative, client and family-centred care for infants, children, young people and families in need of specialised mental health treatment. CYMHS aims to improve the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people and their carer networks using a recovery-focused model.
In Brisbane, CYMHS provides services based at Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital (LCCH), community-based services within the greater Brisbane metropolitan area, and a range of specialist services across the state. In alignment with national and state clinical reform priorities for mental health, CYMHS provides acute and tertiary specialities including:
· Acute child inpatient unit (incorporating a family admission suite)
· Acute adolescent inpatient unit 
· Day programs
· Forensic mental health services
· Queensland Centre for Perinatal and Infant Mental Health
· Six community clinics in Brisbane 
· Eating Disorders Team and statewide service
· Acute Response Team 
· Tele-psychiatry (e-CYMHS)
· Consultation liaison
· Evolve Therapeutic Services 
· Early Intervention Specialist Programs
· Adolescent Extended Treatment Services
· Adolescent Mobile Youth Outreach Teams (AMYOS), and
· Youth Residential Programs.

	South Australia
	The Mental Health Act 2009 provides protections for children experiencing mental illness in line with international human rights obligations.  The Act was amended in 2016 to further strengthen protections for all consumers.  The Act seeks to encourage people to seek voluntary mental health care when needed and to provide such care in the least restrictive way.   Community and inpatient mental health treatment orders may be made for children and young people with very severe mental illness when needed to ensure effective treatment and care and support their recovery.
Young people aged 16-24 years of age are over-represented in mental health services compared with their proportion in the population reflecting the tendency for mental illness to emerge at this age. 
Specialised health services are provided for children and young people through Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service which is a state-wide service.  It provides services for all children and young people and their families including children and young people from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander backgrounds and for children and youth in youth detention services.    
The establishment of the positions of Children’s Commissioner and the South Australian Mental Health Commissioner,  who is responsible for developing the first State Mental Health Plan, provides improved opportunities to consult with children and youth for state-funded as well as Commonwealth funded services where these are commissioned through Primary Health Networks.  The Mental Health Commissioner will play a role in awareness-raising on mental health, considering better family and community support and reducing associated stigma.  The Children’s Commissioner may support this work with children and young people. 
The implementation of the Fifth National Mental Health and Suicide Prevention Plan will see coordinated government efforts in mental health reform and service delivery and the development of a national suicide prevention plan.  For example, regional mental health and suicide prevention plans will be developed by Primary Health Networks in collaboration with Local Health Networks.

	Tasmania
	In Tasmania child and adolescent mental health services provide a state-wide service for infants, children and young people up to 18 years, and perinatal mental health service for expectant mothers. 
Community sector organisations are also funded by the Tasmanian government to provide a range of mental health services across Tasmania including services for people aged 12 to 18 years.

	Western Australia
	In 2011 the Commissioner for children and Young People completed an Inquiry into the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in Western Australia, which resulted in 54 recommendations.  In December 2015 the Commissioner reviewed the implementation of the 54 recommendations and 12 new recommendations were made to guide the planning and delivery of better mental health programs and services for Children and Young People. The report Our Children Can’t Wait: Review of the implementation of recommendations of the 2011 Report of the Inquiry into the mental health and wellbeing of children and young people in Western Australia is available at https://www.ccyp.wa.gov.au/our-work/resources/mental-health/ The Consultation with children and young people in 2011 is at Speaking Out About Mental Health.
All Department of Education public schools are encouraged to participate in national mental health initiatives, such as KidsMatter and MindMatters, which target and promote positive mental health. Public schools have access to evidence‑based social and emotional learning programs and resources that promote mental health delivered by accredited school psychologists including PATHS™ (Promoting Alternative Thinking Strategies), Aussie Optimism and Friendly Schools Plus. 
The Department of Education coordinates Gatekeeper Suicide Prevention training which is available to primary and secondary schools. The Department of Education coordinates Youth Mental Health First Aid for secondary schools and Teen Mental Health First Aid training. 
Department of Education school psychologists support schools by providing individual assessment, consultation and intervention for students with mental health concerns, including referral to mental health services as required. The Department of Education’s School of Special Educational Needs: Medical and Mental Health provided support within Department of Health settings for 1311 public and non‑government school students with mental health problems in 2016. The Department of Education has established various effective working relationships and partnerships with other Government departments, outside agencies and community groups to promote mental health, prevent mental health problems and to intervene to support students with mental health problems.
The Department of Education has a funding agreement with Youth Focus to provide a counselling service to support students who are demonstrating early signs of depression, self‑harm and suicidal ideation in public secondary schools.
Data on mental health amongst Australian young people aged 15-19 years are provided in Mission Australia’s Youth Survey 2016 report: https://www.missionaustralia.com.au/documents/research/young-people-research/677-mission-australia-youth-survey-report-2016 
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Births, by nuptiality by age of mother. 
	Time
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015

	Age 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 0 - 15 
	505
	433
	392
	405
	371
	331
	301

	  16 
	1052
	977
	932
	887
	788
	682
	630

	  17 
	2277
	1951
	1917
	2037
	1811
	1349
	1371

	Total
	3834
	3361
	3241
	3329
	2970
	2362
	2302


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2016). Births, Australia, 2015. Cat. no. 3301.0. [online]. Available at: http://www.abs.gov.au/AUSSTATS/abs@.nsf/DetailsPage/3301.02015?OpenDocument [Accessed 23 Nov 2017]

	Jurisdiction
	Measures to reduce teenage pregnancy rates and to provide access to contraception

	Commonwealth
	Funding to develop the website http://www.inreallife.org.au which aims to educate 15-18 year olds on sexual health to improve their sexual health literacy, relationships, and safe sex practices. 

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory Women’s Health Service provides free access for contraceptive advice and sexual health screening for vulnerable women.  
Sex education is taught by all public schools in accordance with the Australian Curriculum. Sex education is essential learning achievement 14 as part of Health and Physical Education. 

	South Australia
	The Department for Education and Child Development collaborates with the not-for-profit Sexual Health Information Network & Education (Shine SA) to deliver a comprehensive relationships and sexual health curriculum to government schools that is aligned with the Australian Curriculum: Health and Physical Education learning area and the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmanian Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategic Framework 2013 – 2016 has a goal of improving sexual and reproductive health for the Tasmanian community, and especially for vulnerable populations (this includes young people).
Framework priorities include to reduce unplanned pregnancy, especially among teenagers; and increased access to a full, safe and effective range of reproductive and contraceptive options. Some activities and achievements relevant to young people include:
· Outreach clinical services provided in rural areas and in youth health services
· Relationships and sexuality education in schools, including the Core of Life Program, and supports for teachers, including the Growing  Up program and the Safelanding program (provided through funded organisations) 
· Youth worker forums
· The Being a healthy woman educational resource for women with intellectual disability, and
· Condoms Free4U project.

	Victoria
	Teenagers receive school-based sexuality education through which they gain knowledge and skills enabling them to make responsible and safe choices about their sexual health. The government provides funding to general practitioners to attend some Victorian government secondary schools to provide medical advice and health care to students. Teenagers have access to community health centres and youth clinics funded by the Victorian government.

	Western Australia
	The Department of Education’s Health and Physical Education syllabus features a clear focus on students learning to make healthy decisions and choices, and to take actions to promote their own health, safety and wellbeing.  Content around personal and social interaction skills are introduced within pre-primary programs and extended each year to develop skills and strategies to promote respectful relationships.
On request, school nurses will work collaboratively with classroom teachers to implement relevant curriculum activities.  School nurses can also provide secondary students with advice and referrals regarding sexual health matters.
Contraceptive services are provided for pregnancy and STI prevention by State and Commonwealth funded agencies. WACHS also focuses on preventative health providing education via community sexual health programs, school health nurses and child health nurses. WACHS provides Implanon through some nurse-led accredited primary health clinics, but other forms of contraception require medical prescription.
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to reduce STI and Communicable disease transmission 

	Australian Capital Territory
	Under the Public Health Act 1997 (the Act) certain individuals (doctors, authorised nurses, pathologists, persons in charge of hospitals and other responsible people) are required to report notifiable diseases and conditions to the Chief Health Officer (CHO). There are currently approximately 66 notifiable conditions in the Australian Capital Territory.  
Disease notification under the Act helps protect the population from public health risks, including the spread of communicable diseases. Follow-up activities include the provision of disease control advice and the implementation of other disease control measures such as post exposure treatment of contacts. 
Further information collection enables the identification of risk factors and informs the development of targeted disease control strategies such as immunisation programs.
One example is the targeted antenatal pertussis vaccination program which offers the diphtheria tetanus pertussis (dTpa) vaccine to pregnant women from 28 weeks gestation.

	New South Wales
	The New South Wales government has spent $5.5 million on the Save the Date to Vaccinate campaign from 2013-17, encouraging on-time vaccination of children. It also spends $1.5million per annum on the Aboriginal Immunisation Health Worker Program to increase on-time vaccination of Aboriginal children. Since 2015, the New South Wales government has funded free pertussis-containing vaccines for all pregnant women, and in 2017-18 the Meningococcal W Response Program is offering free m meningococcal ACQY vaccine to adolescents from 15-18 years of age.
The New South Wales Aboriginal Blood Borne Viruses and Sexually Transmissible Infections Framework 2016-2021 and New South Wales Hepatitis B Strategy 2014-2020 support actions to improve maternal health, and address higher rates of hepatitis B notifications among Aboriginal people.
The framework outlines the priorities for BBV and STI prevention, testing, treatment and management for Aboriginal people in priority settings including Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services and other primary health settings, Local Health Districts and Non-Government Organisations.
The Framework also focuses on the drivers and systems for implementation including building trust through local partnerships, building evidence based on what works, strengthening integrated planning and service delivery, strengthening the Aboriginal health workforce, ensuring culturally appropriate work environments and health services, and strengthening performance monitoring, management and accountability.

	Northern Territory
	Measures include: 
· Clinical education – provided to medical students and doctors, nurses and Aboriginal Health Practitioners from a wide range of specialties.
· Policy & Guideline Development – targeted at health services.
· Provision of Clinical services – including primary health care clinics Territory-wide (government and ACCHOs), Family Planning NT clinics, specialised CDC sexual health and Blood Borne Virus (BBV) Clinics in Regional Northern Territory towns.
· Prevention programs – Hep B immunisation of Indigenous adults, targeted adult HPV vaccine programme to be introduced, Territory-wide Needle and Syringe Program involving health services and community pharmacies and NTAHC
· Continuous surveillance for STIs and enhanced surveillance for BBVs 
· Public health response to specific events, including mounting outbreak control measures as and when required
· Routine Press and Media engagement for educational and promotional purposes
· Engagement in Research and Development – principally through Kirby Institute, and Menzies, but also South Australia- and Queensland-based institutes. 

	Queensland
	Queensland policies that support schools to develop Relationships and Sexuality Education programs include; the Inclusive education policy statement, Diversity in Queensland schools – Information for principals and HIV, hepatitis C and sexually transmissible infections education information.
The Queensland Sexual Health Strategy 2016 – 2021 provides an overarching framework for action to reduce communicable diseases and is supported by the Queensland Hepatitis B Action Plan 2016-2021, the Queensland Hepatitis C Action Plan 2016-2021, the Queensland HIV Action Plan 2016-2021 and the North Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Sexually Transmissible Infections Action Plan 2016‑2021. Key priority actions of the Strategy include improving community awareness of sexual health, improving education and support for children and young people, better responding to the needs of specific groups and improving the health system’s delivery of sexual health services.

	South Australia
	The Department for Education and Child Development collaborates with the not-for-profit Sexual Health Information Network & Education (Shine SA) to deliver a comprehensive relationships and sexual health curriculum to government schools that is aligned with the Australian Curriculum: Health and Physical Education learning area and the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmanian Sexual and Reproductive Health Strategic Framework 2013 – 2016 has a goal of improving sexual and reproductive health for the Tasmanian community, and especially for vulnerable populations (this includes young people). Framework priorities include to reduce rates of sexually transmissible infections; improved sexual and reproductive health in vulnerable populations; increased health literacy and increased access to a full, safe and effective range of reproductive and contraceptive options.

	Victoria
	Victoria has a range of policies and plans including:
· Victorian Sexually Transmissible Infections Workplan 2017-2018 
· Victorian HIV Strategy 2017-2020
· Victorian Hepatitis B Strategy 2016-2020
· Victorian Hepatitis C Strategy 2016-2020, and
· Women’s sexual and reproductive health: key priorities 2017-2020.

	Western Australia
	The Western Australian government is funding a statewide meningococcal ACWY vaccination program for 15-19 year olds in order to reduce the incidence of invasive meningococal disease.
The Western Australian government funds school curriculum support materials to support sexual health and blood-borne virus education for children and adolescents, as well as social media campaigns and websites providing sexually transmitted infection and blood-borne virus prevention information for adolescents.
The Department of Education’s Health and Physical Education syllabus features a clear focus on students learning to make healthy decisions and choices, and to take actions to promote their own health, safety and wellbeing.  Content around personal and social interaction skills are introduced within pre-primary programs and extended each year to develop skills and strategies to promote respectful relationships.
On request, school nurses will work collaboratively with classroom teachers to implement relevant curriculum activities.  School nurses can also provide secondary students with advice and referrals regarding sexual health matters.
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to reduce drug use and smoking among children and teenagers 

	Commonwealth
	The $116.8m Tackling Indigenous Smoking (TIS) program (2015-16 to 2017-18) is helping address smoking amongst children, teenages, pregnant Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women, children and teenagers along with their families and communities. The TIS program uses proven approaches to change smoking behaviours with activities being delivered at multiple levels, including health service funding, workforce training and organisational support, and support for smokers through Quitline funding. 
In addition to the TIS program, the Australian Government provided $10 million for an Indigenous specific campaign for the National Tobacco Campaign 2016, which commenced on 1 May 2016 across various media. The campaign, ‘Don’t Make Smokes Your Story‘ aims to increase sustained efforts to quit smoking and to reduce smoking uptake, targeting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, by highlighting the risks associated with smoking and avenues of support within a cultural context.
In 2014, the Australian Government provided funding of $9.2 million over four years (2013-14 to 2016-17) towards the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) Action Plan to address the impacts of Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD).  This included specific activities targeting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children and families, such as the development of FASD health promotion and prevention training resources for NDMBS, funding to the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) to create new opportunities for policy makers, service providers and researchers to partner together on specific FASD projects and a FASD prevention awareness campaign.
National tobacco media campaigns; Requirement for all tobacco products sold, offered for sale, or otherwise supplied in Australia to be in plain packaging and have graphic health warnings; ban on television advertising of tobacco products; restriction on internet advertising of tobacco products. 

	Australian Capital Territory
	42% of teenage women who gave birth in the Australian Capital Territory reported smoking during pregnancy. Australian Capital Territory Health’s Smoking in Pregnancy (SiP) initiative aims to reduce smoking in young pregnant women by discouraging uptake and targeting young pregnant women, their partners and families.  
The Tobacco and Other Smoking Products Act 1927 (the Act) prohibits tobacco retailers and wholesalers from selling tobacco products in the Australian Capital Territory (including e-cigarettes) to people aged less than 18 years. The Act prohibits a person from purchasing a tobacco product in the Australian Capital Territory (including e-cigarettes) for use by a person under 18 years old. 
The Act allows for the responsible Minister to declare a smoking product as prohibited if satisfied that the product may appear attractive to children. The Minister may also declare a food, toy or related packaging as a declared smoking product if considered that the item would publicise or otherwise promote purchase or use of a smoking product.   
The Australian Capital Territory government has an established compliance testing regime to ensure tobacco retailers and wholesalers are compliant with their licence conditions and do not sell tobacco or e-cigarettes products to people aged less than 18 years. 
The Act places a range of advertising and point-of-sale restrictions on tobacco and smoking products. These measures help in limiting children’s exposure to tobacco products and smoking advertisements. 
The Australian Capital Territory’s Chief Health Officer’s Report 2016 reported that the proportion of secondary school students who had never smoked almost doubled between 1996 (44%) and 2014 (81%).  Only 12% of secondary school students reported ever having an e-cigarette.
Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited; Smoking banned: in cars carrying person under 16 years; at functions for children and young people; in all outdoor eating and drinking places government school and college grounds; smoking products are prohibited if they have a distinctive fruity, sweet or confectionary-like character; and the nature of the product, or the product’s package or packaging, may be attractive to children

	New South Wales
	New South Wales Health delivers a comprehensive alcohol and other drug program covering the spectrum of prevention, education, harm reduction, treatment and aftercare programs, delivered through public health services and funded non-government drug and alcohol organisations.
The New South Wales Tobacco Strategy 2012-2017 prioritises efforts to prevent the uptake of smoking by young people. Key focus areas are the regulation of advertising, promotion and supply of tobacco products, population health efforts to denormalise smoking; and educating students about the health risks of tobacco in the school curriculum. In June 2016, the New South Wales government announced the ‘New South Wales Drug Package’, which commits $75 million over four years to support more young people, more families and more people into treatment. The Package aims to address drug and alcohol problems for vulnerable people, including pregnant women, young people and people with severe substance use issues. 
Aboriginal people are a priority population under the New South Wales Health Alcohol and Other Drugs Strategy 2017-2021, which supports commitment to prevention, treatment and aftercare concerning alcohol and other drug related harm. 
New South Wales Health in collaboration with health workers in Aboriginal communities across the State, is also implementing the Stay strong and healthy - it’s worth it! project, which raises awareness among Aboriginal women, their partners and families of the risks of alcohol consumption during pregnancy and the availability of professional services to support them.
Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited; Smoking banned: in cars carrying person under 16 years; in various outdoor public places including pedestrian access points to buildings, swimming pool complexes, within 10 metres of children’s playgrounds, transport stops, spectator areas of sports grounds and outdoor dining areas. Smoking products are prohibited if they have a distinctive fruity, sweet or confectionary-like character; and the nature of the product, or the product’s package or packaging, might encourage a minor to smoke.

	Northern Territory
	Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited. Smoking banned in cars carrying person under 16 years. All outdoor eating and drinking areas required to be smoke free.  Sale of children’s products resembling tobacco products is not permitted.

	Queensland
	Alcohol and other drugs education program developed by the Department of Education and Training for Years 7 to 12 for approximately five hours per year level. It focuses on the culture, attitudes and social expectations of alcohol consumption, including the risks of binge drinking, illicit drug use and alcohol and drug-related violence and is aligned to the Australian Curriculum.  
In 2015-16, 3883 children under 18 years were provided treatment (4410 clinical treatment episodes) through an alcohol and other drug treatment service in Queensland with the primary drugs of concern being cannabinoids (62.17%) (Alcohol and Other Drug Treatment Service, National Minimum Data Set).
Queensland Health delivers public alcohol and other drug treatment services for people of all ages, including children under 18 years of age; and funds 12 non-government providers of specialist alcohol and other drug treatment for young people up to 25 years of age in a number of locations across the State. Queensland Health also funds Dovetail, a state-wide service providing clinical advice and professional support to workers and agencies engaged with young people affected by substance misuse.
Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited; Smoking banned: in cars carrying person under 16 years and at pedestrian malls and public transport waiting points as regulated. A person must not supply a person an object other than a tobacco product that resembles a tobacco product.

	South Australia
	Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited; Smoking banned: in cars carrying a person under 16 years; in all covered passenger transport waiting areas; within 10 metres of children’s playground equipment. Smoking products are prohibited if they have a distinctive fruity, sweet or confectionary-like character; and the nature of the product, or the product’s package or packaging, might encourage a young people to smoke.
The Department of Education and Child Development (DECD) delivers strategies that relate to 3 key areas:
· The Intervention Matters policy statement and procedural framework for the management of suspected drug-related incidents in schools;
· Drug and alcohol related teaching programs, and
· A drug and alcohol incident response procedure for responding to drug related incidents in schools.
There are key documents which provide a foundation of what to teach and when: the Australian Curriculum, The Learner Wellbeing Framework and to a lesser degree, the National Drug Strategy 2010–2015 and Intervention Matters, DECD’s policy on drug related incidents.
Intervention Matters is DECD’s key policy that schools use to manage suspected drug use in schools. DECD takes a partnership approach with South Australia Police (SAPOL) and other agencies in drug related incidents in schools. The low drug related incidents reported in schools reflects the success of approaches taken by DECD, SAPOL and other agencies. Schools should have in place a local drug strategy linked to the Learner Wellbeing Framework. The strategy should indicate that drug education is to be taught as part of a sequential and developmentally appropriate curriculum and that student resiliency and wellbeing are promoted. SAPOL have worked collaboratively with DECD to develop a number of sessions that the local police can deliver e.g. Alcohol and the Risks and Drugs and the Risks, Bullying and Violence, Cyber Safety, Domestic Violence.
Alcohol and other drug use commonly commences in adolescence or early adulthood. Most of the risk associated with alcohol and other drug use in this age group is from intoxication and associated environmental factors that accompany the use.  Entrenched dependent use is unusual in this age group. Young people with complex presentations require broad-based responses from youth-specific services that can also address mental health problems, family conflict and other issues that drive the alcohol and other drug use, rather than specialist addiction services per se.  
The Drug and Alcohol Services South Australia (DASSA) provides assistance to health agencies, including youth-specific services, through its clinical advisory service. This assists them to respond to these clients’ alcohol and other drug use in the context of their broader psychosocial needs. DASSA may provide medication assisted treatment if required to treat the dependency.
The Integrated Youth Substance Misuse Specialist Service (IYSMSS) was purchased by South Australia Health for the State of South Australia, recognising the differing treatment needs of young people aged 12-24 years. This program operates in the Adelaide metropolitan area but also includes outreach to regional areas.  The Model of Care for this service builds upon existing primary health service infrastructure for young people. This provides the opportunity to: offer a stepped and shared care approach for young people; utilise existing systems for the identification of young people at risk; leverage existing partnerships with youth health and welfare services; and implement the treatment model in a timely manner with experienced staff.
Interagency Initiatives to assist children and young people living in families with substance mis-use issues include Drug and Alcohol Services South Australia (DASSA) in partnership with the Department for Child Protection (DCP) have a team of DASSA workers co-located in DCP offices to provide a consultative clinical service including alcohol and other drug assessment and treatment to improve outcomes for children and their families.  DASSA and DCP are committed to reducing the impacts of alcohol and other drug abuse on children and their families specifically by contributing to priority actions outlined in the South Australian Alcohol and Other Drug Strategy.  Additionally, in preparation of the passing of the provisions in the Children and Young People (Safety) Bill 2016, DASSA is recruiting additional clinical staff and a DCP Coordinator to manage the expected increase in requests for drug and alcohol assessments from the Department for Child Protection. 
The Tobacco Products Regulation Act 1997 prohibits the sale of tobacco products to minors (less than 18 years of age). Smoking is also banned in cars carrying children, within 10 metres of children’s playgrounds, at covered public transport stops and in enclosed public places. In addition advertising of tobacco products is banned, including the display of tobacco products at the point of sale. In 2016, daily smoking prevalence in the 15-29 year old age range in South Australia was 10.5%, down from 17.3% in 2010.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmanian Drug Strategy 2013-2018, guides whole of government and community activities to reduce the harm associated with the use of licit and illicit drugs in Tasmania. Actions to reduce drug use among children and teenagers include:
· improve the application of evidence-based whole-of-school drug education policies and programs
· improve access to screening and targeted interventions for at risk groups eg: young people, people living in rural and remote communities, pregnant women, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
· support whole-of-government and whole-of-community efforts to build parenting and family capacity, creating communities that support the positive development of children. This may include evidence-based approaches to drug prevention in schools
· continue to implement skills training to provide individuals with coping skills to face situations that can lead to risky behaviours including harmful drug use
· implement preventive support programs targeting life transition points – primary to secondary school, secondary school to tertiary education, school to work, prison to community – to help individuals with the skills to manage the next stage of life
· support efforts to encourage participation of at-risk groups in community life including recreational, sporting and cultural activities
· provide support services to parents in recovery to ensure the needs of dependent children are met
· increase training and support to those at the point of sale of alcohol to reduce the inappropriate supply of alcohol and in particular the supply of alcohol to young people
· enhance child and family sensitive practice in alcohol and other drug treatment services and build links and integrated approaches with community, family and child welfare services
· develop initiatives to reduce the secondary supply of alcohol to minors including through community education and information campaigns advising parents of health and social harms from alcohol and potential criminal justice outcomes, and
· introduce regulation and other appropriate measures to reduce the exposure of children to tobacco smoke in cars and other places.
Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited. Smoking banned: in cars carrying a person under 18 years. Smoking banned: in outdoor dining areas, pedestrian and bus malls; bus shelters (within 3 metres); 10 metres of children’s playgrounds; public swimming pools; patrolled beaches (between flags); outdoor sporting venues (within 20 metres of seating and competition areas); ban of possession of tobacco products by children and sale of children’s products resembling tobacco products is not permitted or confection that resembles or intended to represent tobacco products.

	Victoria
	Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited. Smoking banned: in cars carrying a person under 18 years; at all Victorian government School grounds; within 10 metres of outdoor playgrounds; skate parks; sporting venues; during underage sporting events; within outdoor areas of public swimming pool complexes; patrolled beaches; all train station platforms; raised tram stops; bus shelters; within the grounds of, and within 4 metres of an entrance to, all childcare centres, kindergartens, pre-schools, primary and secondary schools and entrances to children’s indoor play centres.  The sale of tobacco products that possesses a distinctive fruity, sweet or confectionery-like character or has packaging that appeals to children or young people; or is not a tobacco product but resembles a tobacco product; or is of a nature or is advertised in a way that may encourage children or young people to smoke is not permitted.
Recent legislative reforms have focused on ensuring smoke-free environments where children and young people learn and play. Victoria also operates a successful state-wide program to test retailer compliance with laws regulating the sale of cigarettes to minors. There are substantial penalties for those who breach the law.
Specific measures in Victoria to address alcohol and drug use for children and young people include the Youth Support and Advocacy Service (YSAS), in partnership with young people, developed YoDAA (Youth Drug and Alcohol Advice service) as Victoria’s youth alcohol and other drug information, advice and referral service.  Responses are provided by specialist youth AOD workers to the needs of young people, families and carers, schools and other professionals.  Engagement options include the website, web-chat, email and telephone.
The Ice Action Plan and Family Drug Education Program including additional support services for families and the development of a new family drug education program that is delivered both face to face and on line; funding to better equip communities and families to identify and support people affected by ice through activities that include drug education and family support services. Over 2,400 people have attended BreakThrough: Ice Education for Families sessions and the 1800 ICE ADVICE Line launched in 2015 under the banner of the Ice Action Plan, provides a 24/7 one-stop shop to direct families, drug users and professionals to appropriate information and support about ice use. 
Alcohol and drug awareness raising projects for the Aboriginal community including on-line resources/tools aimed at promoting understanding and awareness of the particular impacts of ice and other drug use amongst young Aboriginal Victorians; develop, test and disseminate resources for Aboriginal families providing information about ice use (in the context of poly drug use) and resources to support pregnant Aboriginal women to understand and better manage the impact of ice, alcohol and other drug (AOD) use on their health and the health of their babies.
The Good Sports program works with over 2,000 Victorian sporting clubs to change drinking culture and reduce risky drinking at sporting clubs, providing a safer environment for young people, families and other sport participants.
Prevent Alcohol and Risk Related Trauma in Youth (PARTY) Program - the Royal Melbourne and Alfred Hospitals have been funded to deliver the in‑hospital PARTY program until 30 June 2018 ($100,000 each, per annum). The Alfred Hospital has also received additional funding over two years to expand the PARTY program to regional and rural areas ($200,000 over two years, until 30 June 2019). The PARTY program is a trauma prevention and health promotion initiative that seeks to build resilience in young people through experiencing the lived experience of a major trauma service, presentations of critical care, and encounters with trauma patients and rehabilitation activities.

	Western Australia
	Selling tobacco products to children under the age of 18 is prohibited. Smoking banned: in cars carrying a person under 17 years; within 10 metres of children’s playground equipment; and ‘between the flags’ of patrolled beaches; in all outdoor eating and drinking places; on buses, ferries and trains; and in all enclosed public places.
Drug and alcohol education is most successful when incorporated into the Department of Education’s Health and Physical Education (HPE) learning area, which is currently being implemented. The new HPE curriculum supports students to:
· take a critical approach to questioning health practices
· make healthy and responsible decisions for their own and others’ safety and wellbeing
· use inquiry skills to research factors that influence their health, and 
· build their resiliency.  These are some of the characteristics of effective drug education programs.
School Drug Education and Road Aware (SDERA) is the Western Australia’s government’s primary strategy for drug and road safety education for young people.  For 2016-17, SDERA received approximately $1.75 million from the Road Safety Commission.  In addition, SDERA also received (inc GST): $1.62 million from the Mental Health Commission for drug and alcohol programs; an additional $275 000 from the MHC for strategies directly related to the State’s Ice strategy; and $725,471 from the Department of Education for whole school approaches to drug education.
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Table 5 STUDENTS, by Full-time and Part-time Status and Affiliation, 2006–2016 (a)
	

	
	NSW
	Vic.
	Qld
	SA
	WA
	Tas.
	NT
	ACT
	Aust.

	(Number)

	FULL-TIME STUDENTS

	Government
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2006
	        739,307 
	        536,117 
	        455,075 
	        163,848 
	        230,293 
	          60,007 
	          28,506 
	          35,076 
	     2,248,229 

	2011
	        744,392 
	        539,929 
	        489,518 
	        164,032 
	        236,387 
	          57,065 
	          29,049 
	          34,586 
	     2,294,958 

	2014
	        762,244 
	        563,549 
	        515,501 
	        165,144 
	        258,627 
	          55,864 
	          29,395 
	          37,205 
	     2,387,529 

	2015
	        770,574 
	        575,481 
	        522,345 
	        167,508 
	        266,903 
	          56,080 
	          28,741 
	          38,628 
	     2,426,260 

	2016
	        779,257 
	        588,729 
	        531,590 
	        169,911 
	        270,571 
	          56,071 
	          29,312 
	          40,187 
	     2,465,628 

	Non-government
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2006
	        369,640 
	        293,718 
	        202,722 
	          86,088 
	        112,349 
	          22,447 
	            9,074 
	          24,460 
	1,120,498

	2011
	        383,925 
	        316,269 
	        244,134 
	          92,796 
	        127,331 
	          23,658 
	          10,251 
	          26,210 
	1,224,574

	2014
	        404,497 
	        333,486 
	        257,808 
	          94,739 
	        133,183 
	          24,034 
	          11,252 
	          27,237 
	1,286,236

	2015
	        409,467 
	        338,081 
	        261,879 
	          94,725 
	        137,193 
	          24,092 
	          11,671 
	          27,326 
	1,304,434

	2016
	        413,402 
	        342,315 
	        263,225 
	          93,926 
	        136,991 
	          24,199 
	          11,632 
	          27,338 
	1,313,028

	All affiliations
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2006
	     1,108,947 
	        829,835 
	        657,797 
	        249,936 
	        342,642 
	          82,454 
	          37,580 
	          59,536 
	3,368,727

	2011
	     1,128,317 
	        856,198 
	        733,652 
	        256,828 
	        363,718 
	          80,723 
	          39,300 
	          60,796 
	3,519,532

	2014
	     1,166,741 
	        897,035 
	        773,309 
	        259,883 
	        391,810 
	          79,898 
	          40,647 
	          64,442 
	3,673,765

	2015
	     1,180,041 
	        913,562 
	        784,224 
	        262,233 
	        404,096 
	          80,172 
	          40,412 
	          65,954 
	3,730,694

	2016
	     1,192,659 
	        931,044 
	        794,815 
	        263,837 
	        407,562 
	          80,270 
	          40,944 
	          67,525 
	3,778,656

	PART-TIME STUDENTS

	2006
	            2,801 
	            3,659 
	            4,810 
	            7,164 
	            2,894 
	            1,791 
	            1,175 
	               231 
	24,525

	2011
	            2,339 
	            3,110 
	            7,122 
	            4,418 
	            2,282 
	            2,571 
	               298 
	               137 
	22,277

	2014
	            2,630 
	            3,150 
	            8,794 
	            2,409 
	            1,695 
	            1,255 
	               231 
	               172 
	20,336

	2015
	            2,501 
	            3,293 
	            9,321 
	            2,250 
	            1,783 
	               687 
	               273 
	               171 
	20,279

	2016
	            2,484 
	            3,324 
	            9,312 
	            2,095 
	            1,402 
	               536 
	               274 
	               143 
	19,570

	TOTAL STUDENTS

	2006
	     1,111,748 
	        833,494 
	        662,607 
	        257,100 
	        345,536 
	          84,245 
	          38,755 
	          59,767 
	3,393,252

	2011
	     1,130,656 
	        859,308 
	        740,774 
	        261,246 
	        366,000 
	          83,294 
	          39,598 
	          60,933 
	3,541,809

	2014
	     1,169,371 
	        900,185 
	        782,103 
	        262,292 
	        393,505 
	          81,153 
	          40,878 
	          64,614 
	3,694,101

	2015
	     1,182,542 
	        916,855 
	        793,545 
	        264,483 
	        405,879 
	          80,859 
	          40,685 
	          66,125 
	3,750,973

	2016
	     1,195,143 
	        934,368 
	        804,127 
	        265,932 
	        408,964 
	          80,806 
	          41,218 
	          67,668 
	3,798,226

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) For a complete list of changes in jurisdictional administrative systems that may affect data comparisons over time, refer to the Data Comparability section in the Explanatory Notes paragraphs 16 to 25.


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). Schools, Australia, 2016. Cat No. 4221.0. Table 80a. 

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students, Australia, 2006-2016

	
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students

	2006
	141695

	2007
	148412

	2008
	152608

	2009
	156686

	2010
	162831

	2011
	168803

	2012
	176057

	2013
	184213

	2014
	192485

	2015
	200563

	2016
	207852


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). Schools, Australia, 2016. Cat No. 4221.0. 
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	Table 90a Key Information by States and Territories, 2011-2016
	
	
	
	
	

	Key Information: Australia 2011-2016
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Schools (Inc. special schools)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Affiliation
	2016
	2011
	
	
	
	
	

	Government
	6,634
	6,705
	
	
	
	
	

	Catholic
	1,738
	1,710
	
	
	
	
	

	Independent
	1,042
	1,020
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	9,414
	9,435
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	All Students (F/T & P/T)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2016
	2011
	

	Affiliation
	Males
	Females
	Persons
	Males 
	Females
	Persons
	

	Government
	1,280,973
	1,202,829
	2,483,802
	1,192,938
	1,122,315
	2,315,253
	

	Catholic
	386,108
	380,942
	767,050
	363,292
	361,302
	724,594
	

	Independent
	274,594
	272,780
	547,374
	250,684
	251,278
	501,962
	

	Total
	1,941,675
	1,856,551
	3,798,226
	1,806,914
	1,734,895
	3,541,809
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2016
	2011
	

	Affiliation
	Males
	Females
	Persons
	Males 
	Females
	Persons
	

	Government
	89,059
	85,241
	174,300
	73,677
	70,162
	143,839
	

	Non-Government
	16,556
	16,996
	33,552
	12,250
	12,714
	24,964
	

	Total
	105,615
	102,237
	207,852
	85,927
	82,876
	168,803
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apparent retention rates: Full-time students
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Year 7/8 to 12
	

	
	2016
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011
	Difference (2011 to 2016)

	Males
	80.9
	80.7
	80.0
	77.8
	75.8
	74.6
	6.3

	Females
	87.8
	87.4
	87.4
	85.6
	84.3
	84.3
	3.5

	Persons
	84.3
	84.0
	83.6
	81.6
	79.9
	79.3
	5.0

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
	59.8
	59.4
	59.4
	55.1
	51.1
	48.7
	11.1

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Apparent retention rates: Full-time students
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Year 10 to 12
	

	
	2016
	2015
	2014
	2013
	2012
	2011
	Difference (2011 to 2016)

	Males
	79.7
	79.7
	79.5
	77.4
	75.5
	75.5
	4.2

	Females
	86.1
	85.9
	85.7
	84.1
	83.3
	83.7
	2.4

	Persons
	82.9
	82.7
	82.5
	80.7
	79.3
	79.5
	3.4

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students
	60.9
	60.6
	60.4
	55.8
	53.3
	53.5
	7.4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	In-school staff (FTE)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2016
	2011
	

	Affiliation
	Males
	Females
	Persons
	Males 
	Females
	Persons
	

	Government
	58,242.2
	190,850.4
	249,092.6
	57,085.4
	170,473.5
	227,558.9
	

	Catholic
	20,285.6
	54,286.3
	74,571.9
	18,781.7
	47,468.2
	66,249.9
	

	Independent
	23,910.7
	47,187.3
	71,098.0
	21,342.0
	40,128.8
	61,470.8
	

	Total
	102,438.5
	292,324.0
	394,762.5
	97,209.1
	258,070.5
	355,279.6
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) See the Explanatory Notes for further details on changes that may affect comparisons between years.
	
	
	
	
	


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). Schools, Australia, 2016. Cat No. 4221.0. Table 80a. 
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[bookmark: _Toc503853910]School Attendance
Apparent Year 10 and 12 retention rates, by Indigenous status, 1999 to 2015
	year
	Year 10 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students
	Year 10 Other Students
	Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Students
	Year 12 Other Students

	1999
	86.3
	98.2
	66.4
	85.7

	2000
	88.4
	98.1
	65
	84.8

	2001
	89.7
	98.6
	66.6
	86.5

	2002
	89.6
	98.6
	67.8
	87.1

	2003
	89.2
	99
	66.4
	86.3

	2004
	88.7
	98.7
	64.7
	86

	2005
	90.9
	98.7
	64.7
	86.1

	2006
	92
	99
	64.4
	86

	2007
	92
	99.4
	63.3
	85

	2008
	92.2
	99.4
	67.7
	84.7

	2009
	91.7
	99.6
	67
	86.1

	2010
	97.1
	100
	67.9
	86.5

	2011
	97.8
	100
	67.5
	86.7

	2012
	97.1
	100
	69.6
	86.7

	2013
	97.8
	100
	71.3
	87.4

	2014
	98.2
	100
	73.1
	88.1

	2015
	99.2
	100
	73.1
	88.5

	2016
	97.9
	100
	74.0
	88.4


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare. (2017). ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Health Performance Framework 2017, Supplementary Online Data Tables’. Cat. no. WEB 170. Canberra: AIHW. Table 2.05.3
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	Proportion of 20–24 year olds having attained at least a year 12 or equivalent or AQF Certificate II or above, by Indigenous status and remoteness, 2014–15

	
	Non-remote
	 
	Remote
	 

	 
	Major cities
	Inner regional 
	Outer regional 
	Total non-remote
	 
	Remote
	Very remote
	Total remote
	Australia

	Year 12 or equivalent attainment
	%

	
	Indigenous

	Attained year 12 or equivalent or Certificate II or above(a)
	63.1
	69.4
	66.3
	66.0
	
	41.7
	41.7
	42.3
	61.5

	Total persons aged 20–24 years
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	
	Non-Indigenous

	Attained year 12 or equivalent or Certificate II or above(a)
	88.4
	80.9
	77.5
	86.5
	
	78.9
	67.2‡
	81.3
	86.4

	Total persons aged 20–24 years
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	 
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	100.0

	‡ Per cent has a relative standard error greater than 50% is considered too unreliable for general use.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) Certificate II level or above includes Certificate I or II nfd, but excludes Certificate nfd and level not determined. People who did not have year 12 and their level of non-school qualification could not be determined are assumed to have attained below a Certificate II and are therefore excluded from the numerator but included in the denominator.


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2017). Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health performance framework 2017: supplementary online tables. Cat. no. WEB 170. Canberra: AIHW. Table 2.05.14.
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	Percentage of Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 students at or above the national minimum standards(a) for reading and numeracy, by Indigenous status and remoteness(b), 2016

	 
	Major cities
	 
	Inner regional
	 
	Outer regional
	 
	Remote
	 
	Very remote

	 
	Indigenous
	Non-Indigenous
	 
	Indigenous
	Non-Indigenous
	 
	Indigenous
	Non-Indigenous
	 
	Indigenous
	Non-Indigenous
	 
	Indigenous
	Non-Indigenous

	Reading
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year 3
	87.5
	96.3
	
	88.2
	95.5
	
	82.2
	94.9
	
	64.0
	94.8
	
	46.9
	94.5

	Year 5
	81.2
	94.9
	
	80.4
	93.7
	
	72.9
	92.2
	
	52.0
	92.4
	
	26.1
	90.7

	Year 7
	86.2
	95.9
	
	84.9
	95.0
	
	77.5
	94.2
	
	56.5
	94.7
	
	37.7
	92.8

	Year 9
	82.1
	94.3
	
	80.9
	93.2
	
	72.3
	92.8
	
	55.1
	94.3
	
	33.9
	91.1

	Numeracy
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Year 3
	88.2
	96.5
	
	89.3
	96.0
	
	84.5
	95.9
	
	70.1
	96.0
	
	52.4
	95.3

	Year 5
	84.3
	95.8
	
	83.6
	94.9
	
	78.0
	94.3
	
	59.7
	94.3
	
	41.7
	94.2

	Year 7
	86.9
	96.7
	
	85.9
	95.8
	
	79.3
	95.6
	
	61.2
	96.0
	
	46.3
	95.7

	Year 9
	86.3
	96.4
	 
	85.2
	95.1
	 
	80.1
	95.7
	 
	63.9
	96.8
	 
	47.8
	95.6

	(a) Some, but not all, students with a language background other than English who arrived from overseas less than a year before the tests, or with significant disabilities, were exempted from testing. Exempt students were deemed not to have met the national minimum standard.

	(b) Remoteness as defined in the MCEECDYA Schools Geographic Location Classification System, representing school location.
	
	
	
	
	
	


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2017). Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health performance framework 2017: supplementary online tables. Cat. no. WEB 170. Canberra: AIHW. Table 2.04.11
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	Jurisdiction
	Supporting access to Indigenous languages 

	Commonwealth
	The Australian School Curriculum currently includes a Framework for Aboriginal Languages and Torres Strait Islander Languages (covering Foundation to Year 10), to support the teaching and learning of languages indigenous to Australia.

	Australian Capital Territory
	‘Better Schools – Strengthening and promoting Ngunnawal Culture and History’ is a two year program to support schools and students to engage with the Traditional Owners and increase access to Ngunnawal culture. The initiative provides funding sourced from existing resources of $300,000 ($150,000 in 2016-17 and $150,000 in 2017-18). The following progress has been made against this election commitment:
1. Four primary schools are currently trialling and reporting on their use of the bilingual Ngunawal text, Mununja – The Butterfly as retold by Ngunnawal elder Don Bell.
1. During the facilitation of some cultural competence workshops, Acknowledgement of Country has been spoken in the Yuwaalaraay language, with an accompanying explanation of the difference between Acknowledgement of Country and Welcome to Country and the importance of Acknowledgement of Country in making the connections between people, country, place and culture. Schools involved in the cultural competence course have also been made aware of Aboriginal language resources available for purchase.
Teaching and learning resources (posters and literacy resources) to promote the incorporation of Indigenous languages in teaching and learning programs have been distributed to Australian Capital Territory Public Schools, including resources promoting the 2017 NAIDOC week theme, Our Languages Matter.

	New South Wales
	By the end of 2015, 65 New South Wales schools and educational facilities were engaged in the Aboriginal Language and Culture Nests, with more than 5,300 students learning an Aboriginal language. New South Wales Department of Education, Annual Report 2015: Our priorities at school, at:  https://education.nsw.gov.au/media/c-and-e/AnnualReport2016_Our-priorities-At-school.pdf.
The Opportunity, Choice, Healing, Reconciliation, Empowerment Policy recognises the right of Aboriginal Australians to preserve traditional languages as an integral part of their culture and identity. 

	Northern Territory
	The Northern Territory Department of Education (DoE) supports the delivery of Bilingual programs which make use of the student’s first language to teach initial literacy, the English language and other curriculum learning areas in 6 department schools, 1 Catholic school, and 3 independent schools.  A professional learning program has been developed for teacher linguists and teachers in bilingual schools, to operate from 2015 to 2017.
The Keeping Indigenous Languages and Cultures Strong plan, launched by DoE in 2017, identifies the goal, vision and principles for the teaching and learning of Indigenous Languages and Cultures in Northern Territory schools. It is a critical element of the Northern Territory Board of Studies policy Changing the Conversation, A Blueprint for Languages Education in the Northern Territory Schools, which recognises the distinct and significant place of Indigenous languages and cultures. School staff will be able to use a revised Northern Territory curriculum, together with sample teaching and assessment programs for specific languages and curriculum pathways, from 2018. 
Induction programs and professional learning for two-way, bilingual teaching teams of Indigenous and non-Indigenous teachers will also be developed. This work is guided by a reference group with representation from communities and language groups across the Northern Territory, including representatives from government and non-government schools.
From 2002, programs have been delivered under the Indigenous Languages and Cultures component of the Northern Territory Curriculum Framework. These include language maintenance, language revitalisation and language learning programs, as well as programs primarily addressing cultural knowledge and practices. All Northern Territory students are to have access to education in Indigenous Languages and Cultures programs depending on the language background of the students and the language they are studying. 
At the end of 2016, 3237 students were recorded as having been enrolled and assessed in an Indigenous Languages and Cultures program including programs for first language speakers ( L1 – language maintenance), programs for language revival ( LR) and language learning programs (L2).
32 schools were delivering L1 Maintenance programs, 14 were delivering L2 language learning programs and 11 were delivering LR Language Revival pathways.

	Queensland
	In 2017, a first language curriculum (oral and written) for the early years is being developed and introduced in pre-Prep at Aurukun State School, a remote Aboriginal school in Cape York. Students will learn to speak, read and write in their first language and teachers will use students’ first language knowledge to scaffold their learning of Standard Australian English. 
In 2016, two Language Innovation and Improvement Grants totalling $140,000 were provided to Yarrabah State School (for Gunggay language), a rural Aboriginal school in Far North Queensland, and to Queensland’s South East Region (for Yugambeh language) for Indigenous language initiatives. Final reports will document any measureable change attributable to the language innovation 
The Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts (ACPA) is a Queensland State Government owned non-profit company established to provide vocational educational pathways into the performing arts for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. It receives financial assistance from the Queensland government for its creative component, and vocational education and training activity. 
The Queensland Department of Education and Training’s (DET) Indigenous Language Perspectives project provides professional development in (i) valuing Indigenous students’ language skills when developing their Standard Australian English proficiency; and (ii) teaching Aboriginal languages and Torres Strait Islander languages in Queensland schools. DET has collaborated with Elders and community members, educators and linguistic experts on a number of community language projects, culminating in the publication of 10 community language posters, with three more in development

	South Australia
	In South Australia, Aboriginal languages are one of the language groups taught in government schools. Two programs support Aboriginal language teaching in government schools – the Aboriginal Languages Programs Initiative and the First Language Maintenance and Development program, which provide funding to schools. 
The Aboriginal Community Language and Culture Partnership supports South Australian Aboriginal language groups to develop authentic language teaching materials and learning programs for Aboriginal language instructors.
There are currently over 4,500 students in 50 South Australian government schools learning an Aboriginal language.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmanian government has identified a focus on Tasmanian Aboriginal history and culture in the delivery of the Australian curriculum as a key priority area. In partnership with the Aboriginal community, enhanced resources and training are being developed to support teachers to deliver the history and cultures component of the Australian curriculum with a focus on Tasmanian Aboriginal people

	Victoria
	Marrung is a Victorian strategy to ensure that all Koorie Victorians achieve their learning aspirations and realise the full benefits of the education reforms across early childhood, schools and further education. The Aboriginal Languages and Cultures Victoria is a program that supports the teaching of Aboriginal languages in schools. For further information: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/aboriginal/Pages/marrung.aspx

	Western Australia
	In Western Australia, the School Curriculum and Standards Authority has made available a course on Aboriginal Languages.  The course provides opportunities for students to appreciate the interrelationship of language, land and culture and the importance of linguistic and cultural diversity through learning a traditional language and learning about traditional cultures.
In 2016, there were 38 public schools teaching an Aboriginal language to 4 762 students statewide across K-12, making it the 6th largest Languages candidature in the state. Of the 16 separate Aboriginal languages taught, Noongar (Southwest) and Yawuru (Broome area) had the largest enrolments.  A full data set is available upon request.
There are currently 46 staff members teaching Aboriginal Languages in schools, including four qualified teachers, 27 Aboriginal languages teachers (ALT) with limited registration to teach and 15 Aboriginal Islander Education Officers (AIEOs). In 2017, the Department has recruited approximately 50 additional trainees into its highly successful, and unique Aboriginal Language teacher training course.   
The data already reported here for school attendance, Year 12 completion, and literacy and numeracy are appropriate, and the queries are directed to, and best responded to by, the Australian Department of Education and Training.  Western Australian information for the Bilingual Language (Indigenous Languages) table on page 73 of the appendix: ‘In 2016, there were 4,762 students studying an Aboriginal language across 45 Western Australian public schools’.    
Western Australia is not aware of any data indicating the number of Indigenous and minority children who receive State-funded education in their own language.
The data source for attendance in both government and non-government schools is the Report on Government Services (RoGS).
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Students with disability receiving adjustments by category of disability as a percentage of the total student population in each state and territory and nationally (2016).
	Category of Disability
	NSW
	VIC
	QLD
	SA
	WA
	TAS
	NT
	ACT
	National

	Cognitive
	10.5%
	8.8%
	10.1%
	13.1%
	10.1%
	7.0%
	9.5%
	6.9%
	10.0%

	Physical
	2.9%
	3.2%
	2.2%
	1.9%
	4.5%
	2.2%
	2.0%
	2.0%
	2.9%

	Sensory
	0.6%
	0.5%
	1.1%
	0.8%
	0.8%
	0.3%
	2.3%
	0.5%
	0.7%

	Social-Emotional
	4.9%
	4.7%
	4.6%
	4.3%
	2.2%
	2.8%
	6.5%
	3.7%
	4.4%

	All Categories of Disability
	19.0%
	17.2%
	18.1%
	20.0%
	17.6%
	12.3%
	20.4%
	13.1%
	18.1%


NB: Numbers may not add up due to rounding.
Source: Education Council. (2016). Improving educational outcomes: Emergent data on students with disability in Australian schools. [online]. Available at:  http://www.educationcouncil.edu.au/site/DefaultSite/filesystem/documents/Accessible%20version%20of%20Improving%20educational%20outcomes%20report.pdf [Accessed: 22 Nov 2017] 
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	Jurisdiction
	Action to reduce bullying 

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Safe and Supportive Schools (SSS) policy was implemented in April 2016 and provides guidance for Canberra Public Schools on promoting safe, respectful and supportive school environments. The SSS policy, procedures and support documents focus on safety by ensuring that schools have processes in place to address bullying, harassment, violence and respond to complex and challenging behaviour. 
The Safe and Supportive Schools Policy Procedure A provides information to schools in relation to preventing and addressing bullying, harassment and violence incidents.
The SSS policy and procedures requires schools to implement and critical evaluation of the effectiveness Social and Emotional Learning approaches. Schools are encouraged to use endorsed evidence based programs such as Friendly Schools.
Australian Capital Territory public schools maintain awareness raising activities to periodically reaffirm the school community’s commitment to address bullying, harassment and violence. Many schools register and participate in the annual The National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence.

	New South Wales
	The New South Wales Anti-bullying Strategy brings together evidence-based resources and information to support New South Wales schools, parents and carers, and students to effectively prevent and respond to bullying.  The Bullying: Preventing and Responding to Student Bullying in Schools Policy sets out the requirements for preventing and responding to student bullying in New South Wales government schools. In accordance with this policy, principals must ensure that the school implements an Anti-bullying Plan that is developed collaboratively with students, school staff, parents, caregivers, and the community.
For more information, see the New South Wales Department of Education Anti‑bullying information at: https://antibullying.nsw.gov.au/ and https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/bullying-preventing-and-responding-to-student-bullying-in-schools-policy and 
The Wellbeing Framework supports schools to create teaching and learning environments that enable students to be healthy, happy, engaged and successful. It equips schools and their communities to support students at each stage of their development and to do this through quality teaching, learning and engagement. For more information, see: https://www.det.nsw.edu.au/wellbeing/about   

	Northern Territory
	All bullying incidents are managed in accordance with the National Safe Schools Framework. The Northern Territory government schools have actively participated in the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence since 2011. In 2016, Northern Territory government and non-government schools participated in online safety programs, delivered by Life Education as a part of a project agreement for online safety programs in schools. 
The National Safe Schools Framework is a key resource available on the Student Wellbeing Hub. The framework provides school communities including teachers, parents and students across Australia with a vision, a set of guiding principles and the practical tools and resources that will help build a positive school culture. 
The Department of Education actively participates on the Safe and Supportive School Communities Working Group. The work of the group supports schools to implement workable solutions to bullying, harassment and violence through the Bullying. No way! website, the Student Wellbeing Hub and by supporting schools to participate in the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence.
Following a successful trial in 2016, eSafety classroom resources associated with the Office of the Children’s eSafety Commission are promoted in Northern Territory government schools.
Kids Matter and Mind Matters materials are used as resources in schools to support the implementation of mental health initiatives and the development of positive school environments.
Positive learning services (including positive learning centres, strategies, initiatives and resources) are delivered across the Northern Territory. These services support schools in proactively working to promote positive behaviour in students whose continued engagement in their education is at risk.

	Queensland
	The Queensland Department of Education and Training (DET) leads the Safe and Supportive School Communities (SSSC) working group of AESOC on behalf of all Australian education departments and national non-state education bodies. DET is responsible for the Australian governments’ official bullying prevention website – Bullying. No Way! and its associated applications, and the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence which is held annually in March. The SSSC Working Group is a national forum for sharing research, practice and workable solutions to counter bullying, harassment and violence in schools.
Queensland encourages schools to use a whole school approach to reduce bullying by providing multi-tiered systems of support to students who experience bullying or are bullying others.
The Respectful relationships education program for Prep to Years 12 is part of a broader cross-department commitment to ending domestic and family violence, developed in response to the Premier’s commitment to all  recommendations of the Not Now, Not Ever Taskforce Report into Domestic and Family Violence.

	South Australia
	DECD’s curriculum approach to tackling bullying occurs through the Keeping Safe Child Protection Curriculum, which teaches children about respectful relationships, and recognising and reporting abuse.  The curriculum also addresses the responsible use of technology to address cyberbullying. In 2017, schools were given the opportunity to apply for grants to support their anti-bullying strategies for the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. A total of $21,000 was provided across 41 schools. Schools have also been supported to deliver online safety program to their students and school communities to respond to cyberbullying and cyber safety. In 2017, $210,000 of federal funding was distributed to 53 public schools in South Australia to promote cyber safety and responses to cyberbullying.
DECD’s curriculum approach to tackling bullying occurs through the Keeping Safe Child Protection Curriculum, which teaches children about respectful relationships, and recognising and reporting abuse.  The curriculum also addresses the responsible use of technology to address cyberbullying.  It is a requirement that schools establish and maintain local policies about how bullying will be dealt with, and publish information about the incidence of bullying and violence in their annual report.
In 2017, schools were given the opportunity to apply for grants to support their anti-bullying strategies for the National Day of Action against Bullying and Violence. A total of $21 000 was provided across 41 schools.
Schools have also been supported to deliver online safety program to their students and school communities to respond to cyberbullying and cybersafety.  In 2017, $210,000 of federal funding was distributed to 53 public schools in South Australia to promote cybersafety and responses to cyberbullying.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmanian government has committed $3 million over four years to the Combatting Bullying Initiative, to ensure government schools are respectful, safe and welcoming for all students. The initiative is aligned with the existing Respectful Schools, Respectful Behaviour suite of resources that provide practical guidance for schools to support positive interactions and inclusive school communities. The Initiative includes support and resources for schools on: 
· Anti-Bullying Grants Program - aims to augment the existing approach in schools to anti-bullying, and to provide support in tailoring their anti-bullying approach to the local context and needs. Future funding through the grants program will support professional learning activities and provide access to best practice resources.
· Cyber Safety, eSmart Schools Program - in partnership with the Alannah and Madelaine Foundation. This partnership will support schools to improve digital skills and cyber safety for students, and increase staff confidence in this area, and 
· Community Partnerships – to support school environments where all students and members of the community feel respected and valued.
Professional Learning – a suite of best-practice resources developed to effectively combat bullying, particularly in relation to cyberbullying, as well as professional learning in schools to increase the capacity of staff to address bullying issues within a positive school culture.

	Victoria
	All schools should develop a Bullying Prevention Policy, which provide students with a safe learning environment where the risk of harm is minimised and they feel physically and emotionally secure. 
All Victorian government schools must also have a Student Engagement Policy that should include strategies to promote positive student behaviour, a safe and inclusive environment, prevent bullying and anti-social behaviour and encourage respect, compassion and cooperation.
Bully Stoppers is one of many programs available to schools to supports students, parents, teachers and principals in working together to make sure schools are safe and supportive places, where everyone is empowered to help reduce the incidence of bullying in all Victorian schools.
For further information: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/default.aspx

	Western Australia
	In 2016 the Commissioner for Children and Young People commenced a project to examine the factors that support children and young people’s engagement in education and school. 1813 students from 98 primary and secondary schools around the state participated in the consultation. The report will be tabled in the Parliament by the end of 2017.
The Western Australian Department of Education is represented on and contributes funding to the national Safe and Supportive School Communities (SSSC) Working Group. The SSSC Working Group promotes nationally consistent messages related to bullying and violence, including a national definition of bullying for Australian schools and evidence-based messages and resources.  
The Department of Education promotes school, parent and community partnerships through the annual National Day of Action (NDA) against bullying and violence held in March. Information is provided for public schools on the Department’s website.
Statewide coordination of support to schools to implement whole school, evidence‑based Social Emotional Learning (SEL) programs, in particular PATHS™ (Promoting Alternative thinking Strategies), Friendly Schools Plus and Aussie Optimism. Provides general SEL professional learning at Graduate Teacher Induction. Provides general SEL and bullying prevention/intervention professional learning at Graduate School Psychologist Induction.
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to support early childhood education

	Australian Capital Territory
	The Australian Capital Territory operates five early childhood schools for Preschool to year 2 children with integrated long day care programs. Early Childhood Schools focus on high quality learning, integrated service delivery, and family support and participation for children from birth to eight years of age.
The five Early Childhood Schools are located across the Australian Capital Territory: 
· Franklin Early Childhood School, Franklin
· Isabella Plains Early Childhood School, Isabella Plains
· Lyons Early Childhood School, Lyons
· Narrabundah Early Childhood School, Narrabundah, and
· Southern Cross Early Childhood School, Scullin.
Quality early childhood education in the Australian Capital Territory is delivered in a range of settings including public preschools, non-government preschools and long day care centres. 
The Australian Capital Territory government had already committed to providing preschool programs for 12 hours a week. By 2013, all public preschools had increased their preschool provision from 12 to 15 hours per week, delivered by a qualified early childhood teacher under the National Quality Framework.
The Australian Capital Territory fully achieved against five of the six indicators under the national partnership agreement. Almost 96% of four year olds were part of a preschool program.

	New South Wales
	The Start Strong reforms link needs-based funding to 600 hours of enrolment in quality early childhood education in the year before school, aiming to encourage increased levels of participation by all eligible children. Through Start Strong, funding is targeted to the children who need it most, across the community preschool and long day care sectors. The program also ensures Aboriginal and disadvantaged children will continue to receive additional support for two years in the year before school (http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care).
The Fostering Effective Early Learning Study was launched by the New South Wales Government in late 2015, the Study has delivered a Literature Review highlighting the importance of quality teaching practice in early childhood education and outlining the key elements of the best practice professional development used in the Study (http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care).
The Preschool Disability Support Program aims to improve access to early childhood education for children with disability and support equitable education outcomes for these children in community preschools (http://exar.nsw.gov.au/exar/wp-content/uploads/2015/12/PDSP-Grant-program-guidelines.pdf).
The ‘It Makes You Think‘ campaign promotes the benefits of participating in early childhood education. It is designed to get parents thinking about the importance of early childhood education and considering enrolling their child for at least 600 hours in the year before starting school (http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care/funding/start-strong/info-for-parents).

	Northern Territory
	In 2015 and 2016 100% of children aged four years (Aboriginal and non‑Aboriginal) were enrolled in a quality preschool program in the year before full time schooling. This marked an increase from 2014 when 96% of all children participated in preschool in the year before full time schooling. Across the period 2014-16, almost all children enrolled in preschool programs in the Northern Territory were enrolled in a program that was delivered for 15 hours per week or 600 hours per year: 95% in 2014, 95% in 2015 and 99% in 2016).

	Queensland
	Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme provides subsidies to approved kindergarten providers, including higher subsidies for services in low socio‑economic and remote and very remote communities. The Queensland Kindergarten Funding Scheme Plus provides subsidies for families with health care cards, multiple births, and families/children who identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander.
Disability Inclusion Support for Queensland Kindergarten is a state-wide program providing funding to approved sessional kindergarten providers to assist in the inclusion of children with suspected or diagnosed disability to participate in kindergarten.
eKindy is a state-wide, innovative distance education program for isolated children that cannot easily access a centre-based kindergarten program due to distance, medical condition or itinerant family lifestyle.
The Remote Kindergarten Pilot provides access to a kindergarten program in remote state schools. Commenced in Term 2, 2016 with 11 schools; 38 state schools are approved to deliver kindergarten in 2017.
Transport Solutions provides funding for local transport solutions to increase participation in kindergarten by priority groups, including children from remote and regional communities, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, disadvantaged children including low income and refugee children.
Early Childhood Development Programs support young children with a disability or developmental delay prepare for a smooth transition to school by educating children with the life-skills they need to succeed at school and later life.
Intensive Early Childhood Development Support Program Pilot is a trial of the integration of early childhood development into existing intensive family support services in six locations to assist families with children from birth to five years who are experiencing multiple and complex issues of disadvantage. The pilot operated from 1 July 2015 to 31 December 2016. A final evaluation report has been received and findings are being considered regarding future implementation of similar models.
Early Years Connect is a state-wide professional development package for early childhood educators working with children with complex additional needs. Addresses inclusion, disability support and legislation, governance and transdisciplinary practice.
Play Stars is a free Playgroup Queensland Membership that offers a free 12-month Playgroup Queensland membership for all Queensland families with a child under one year of age.

	Tasmania
	There are 12 Child and Family Centre’s (CFCs) across the state, which operate under a place-based, collaborative service delivery model that brings together services providers from different areas to engage, support, and work with families to improve the education, health and wellbeing of young children and their families. CFCs are in low socio-economic communities, and facilitate community engagement and participation, and access to early learning services. 
Other actions/initiative to support early childhood education include:
· Launch into Learning, a birth-4 year program to help parents and children get to know their local school and other families in the community
· Learning in Families Together, an initiative to help build confidence and skills in parents and carers to support their children’s literacy and numeracy learning at home, and
· LINC Early Years Programs, which are initiatives throughout LINC Tasmania to support adults and children learning together, with sessions such as Rock and Rhyme, and Storytime, as well as Baby Book Packs and support from the LINC staff. 
B4 Early Years Coalition is a whole-of-community approach to achieve common goals for the early learning and development of children (pregnancy to 4 years).

	Victoria
	Victoria provides all children with access to a quality early childhood education program for 15 hours a week in the year before they start school. Children can attend a kindergarten program in a variety of settings, including children’s centres, long day care centres, community kindergartens, independent schools and a small number of government schools. A range of organisations manage these programs including local government, parent committees, community organisations, private operators, independent schools and some government schools. For further information: 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten/Pages/default.aspx



	Summary of enrolments in a preschool program, Children aged 4 or 5 years, Remoteness Area of Provider
	

	
	NSW
	Vic.
	Qld
	SA
	WA
	Tas
	NT
	ACT
	Aust.

	Remoteness Area of Provider
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ENROLLED

	Major Cities of Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children
	74,756
	72,976
	46,991
	17,008
	26,768
	0
	0
	6,848
	245,345

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
	1,930
	653
	1,690
	557
	917
	0
	0
	174
	5,913

	
Inner/Outer Regional Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children
	26,979
	21,456
	22,425
	4,935
	6,145
	7,766
	2,213
	60
	91,975

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
	2,847
	784
	2,329
	352
	518
	593
	327
	17
	7,760

	
Remote/Very Remote Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children
	566
	37
	1,707
	803
	2,437
	120
	1,676
	0
	7,352

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
	272
	0
	754
	135
	757
	13
	994
	0
	2,921

	Total
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Children
	102,295
	94,472
	71,125
	22,745
	35,346
	7,889
	3,895
	6,911
	344,676

	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children
	5,046
	1,439
	4,769
	1,042
	2,190
	605
	1,315
	186
	16,598


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). Preschool Education, Australia, 2016. Cat. No. 4240.0. Table 1. 
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	Children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS, by weekly hours, by sector, 2015 (a), (b), (c), (d)

	
	Unit
	NSW 
	Vic
	Qld (e)
	WA 
	SA
	Tas
	ACT 
	NT
	Aust 

	Number of children enrolled less than 10 hours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	  329
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	  4
	  18
	  348

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	 2 431
	–
	–
	  60
	–
	  3
	  16
	  3
	 2 514

	
	Total preschool (f)
	no.
	 2 762
	–
	–
	  59
	–
	  3
	  24
	  19
	 2 867

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre 
	no.
	 6 279
	 2 048
	 1 435
	  610
	  804
	  360
	  142
	  90
	 11 762

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	no.
	 9 036
	 2 048
	 1 435
	  671
	  807
	  362
	  163
	  116
	 14 637

	Proportion of children enrolled less than 10 hours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	%
	  0.4
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	  0.1
	  0.5
	  0.1

	
	Non-government preschool
	%
	  2.9
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	  0.3
	  0.1
	  0.8

	
	Total preschool (f)
	%
	  3.3
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	  0.4
	  0.5
	  0.9

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre
	%
	  7.5
	  2.5
	  2.2
	  1.8
	  3.7
	  4.9
	  2.2
	  2.5
	  3.9

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	%
	  10.9
	  2.5
	  2.2
	  1.9
	  3.7
	  4.9
	  2.5
	  3.3
	  4.8

	Number of children enrolled 10–14 hours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	  789
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	  125
	  918

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	 7 145
	  79
	–
	  108
	  15
	–
	  56
	  11
	 7 412

	
	Total preschool (f)
	no.
	 7 981
	  79
	–
	  110
	  20
	–
	  56
	  136
	 8 375

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre 
	no.
	 11 486
	 2 807
	 1 420
	  452
	  523
	  151
	  207
	  91
	 17 145

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	no.
	 19 590
	 2 885
	 1 420
	  567
	  551
	  151
	  260
	  232
	 25 667

	Proportion of children enrolled 10–14 hours
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	%
	  0.9
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	  3.5
	  0.3

	
	Non-government preschool
	%
	  8.6
	  0.1
	–
	  0.3
	  0.1
	–
	  0.9
	  0.3
	  2.4

	
	Total preschool (f)
	%
	  9.6
	  0.1
	–
	  0.3
	  0.1
	–
	  0.9
	  3.8
	  2.8

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre
	%
	  13.8
	  3.4
	  2.2
	  1.3
	  2.4
	  2.1
	  3.2
	  2.5
	  5.6

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	%
	  23.5
	  3.5
	  2.2
	  1.6
	  2.5
	  2.1
	  4.1
	  6.5
	  8.4

	Number of children enrolled 15 hours or more
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	 3 514
	 10 069
	1 247
	 21234
	 12190
	4171
	 3 187
	 2 356
	 57 972

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	 13 339
	 34 307
	16 723
	 7 886
	 988
	1212
	 289
	 207
	 74 944

	
	Total preschool (f)
	no.
	 17 307
	 44 445
	18 301
	 29126
	 13222
	5400
	 3525
	 2572
	133899

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre 
	no.
	 34 722
	 29 386
	42 006
	 592
	 5227
	896
	 1509
	 274
	114610

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	no.
	 54 570
	 77 259
	 62 026
	 33440
	20494
	6823
	 5974
	 3225
	263806

	Proportion of children enrolled 15 hours or more
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	%
	  4.2
	  12.2
	  1.9
	 61.2
	 55.8
	  56.8
	  49.8
	  66.0
	  19.1

	
	Non-government preschool
	%
	  16.0
	  41.7
	  25.8
	 22.7
	  4.5
	  16.5
	  4.5
	  5.8
	  24.6

	
	Total preschool (f)
	%
	  20.8
	  54.0
	  28.2
	 84.0
	60.5
	  73.6
	  55.1
	  72.1
	  44.0

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre 
	%
	  41.7
	  35.7
	  64.7
	1.7
	23.9
	  12.2
	  23.6
	  7.7
	  37.7

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	%
	  65.6
	  93.9
	  95.6
	96.4
	93.8
	  92.9
	  93.4
	  90.4
	  86.7

	Total number of children enrolled
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	 4 629
	 10 069
	 1 247
	21238
	12190
	 4 171
	 3 192
	 2498
	 59237

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	 22 908
	 34 391
	 16 723
	8054
	1000
	 1 221
	 362
	 215
	 84871

	
	Total preschool (f)
	no.
	 28 046
	 44 522
	 18 301
	29297
	13239
	 5 405
	 3 602
	 2726
	 145142

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre 
	no.
	 52 481
	 34 288
	 44 858
	1659
	6559
	 1 405
	 1 858
	 458
	143 561

	
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	no.
	 83 207
	 82 239
	 64 875
	34682
	21851
	 7 341
	 6 394
	 3569
	 304153

	Proportion of total children enrolled
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	%
	  5.6
	  12.2
	  1.9
	  61.2
	  55.8
	  56.8
	  49.9
	  70.0
	  19.5

	
	Non-government preschool
	%
	  27.5
	  41.8
	  25.8
	  23.2
	  4.6
	  16.6
	  5.7
	  6.0
	  27.9

	
	Total preschool (f)
	%
	  33.7
	  54.1
	  28.2
	  84.5
	  60.6
	  73.6
	  56.3
	  76.4
	  47.7

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre 
	%
	  63.1
	  41.7
	  69.1
	  4.8
	  30.0
	  19.1
	  29.1
	  12.8
	  47.2

	 
	Total children enrolled in a preschool program (g)
	%
	  100.0
	  100.0
	  100.0
	100.0
	100.0
	  100.0
	  100.0
	100.0
	  100.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a)
	Data for children enrolled in the YBFS include children aged 4 and 5 years on 1 July and exclude children aged 5 years old who were enrolled in a preschool program in the previous year as a 4 year old. The YBFS population is an estimate of a single year cohort for the population that will transition to full time schooling in the following year.

	(b) 
	Although all children undertaking a preschool program should be included in the NECECC, not all children are captured. This particularly affects children undertaking a preschool program in a long day care setting and children undertaking a preschool program at some non-government schools which do not receive State and Territory government funding. Information on preschool programs delivered in long day care settings was primarily provided by the Australian Government from the CCMS. All services approved for the purposes of CCB were required to provide data through the CCMS. However, long day care centres delivering preschool programs were not mandated to complete the preschool program component, which has resulted in under-coverage due to levels of non-response. Under-coverage is a particular issue for New South Wales data. Due to an expanded CCMS identification and imputation strategy, there was a significant increase in the number of long day care centres with preschool programs in 2015, particularly in New South Wales.

	(c) 
	Other data limitations for the collection include: under-coverage of programs delivered to 3 year olds; comprehensive child unit record data are not currently available for all jurisdictions, particularly for the non-government sector and unfunded preschools; some imputation is undertaken to address non-response by service provider in administrative collections and/or surveys; and differences between the level of coverage, collection methodologies and alignment with the ECEC NMDS, which may limit comparability across jurisdictions.

	(d)
	For more information on data quality, including collection methodologies and data limitations, see Preschool Education, Australia (Cat. no. 4240.0) on the ABS website and the ECEC NMDS specifications on the AIHW website.

	(e) 
	For Queensland data provided in aggregate, hours were calculated using averages at the provider level. Care needs to be taken when interpreting Queensland data as there may be some duplication of children. This is due to the inclusion of child aggregate data from some service providers.

	(f) 
	Total preschool includes multiple preschools. 

	(g) 
	Total includes data for children in receipt of a preschool program across both preschool and long day care settings. 

	
	– Nil or rounded to zero.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Source:
	 
	 
	Derived from ABS 2016, Preschool Education, Australia, 2015, Cat. no. 4240.0, Canberra.
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	Summary Of Enrolments And Attendance In A Preschool Program, Children aged 4 or 5 years, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children, Remoteness Area of Provider, Annualised hours

	
	NSW
	Vic.
	Qld
	SA
	WA
	Tas.
	NT
	ACT
	Aust.

	Remoteness Area of Provider
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	ENROLLED – 600 HOURS OR MORE

	Major Cities of Australia
	1,669
	644
	1,637
	546
	894
	0
	0
	153
	5,542

	Inner/Outer Regional Australia
	2,163
	778
	2,221
	341
	514
	580
	319
	17
	6,934

	Remote/ Very Remote Australia
	231
	0
	718
	125
	748
	10
	979
	0
	2,816

	Total
	4,065
	1,426
	4,574
	1,013
	2,160
	588
	1,296
	169
	15,295

	ATTENDING – 600 HOURS OR MORE

	Major Cities of Australia
	1,369
	480
	1,460
	277
	473
	0
	0
	115
	4,172

	Inner/Outer Regional Australia
	1,641
	476
	1,917
	187
	263
	451
	176
	5
	5,123

	Remote/ Very Remote Australia
	148
	0
	637
	47
	324
	7
	189
	0
	1,359

	Total
	3,162
	949
	4,018
	513
	1,057
	455
	367
	125
	10,655


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2017). Preschool Education, Australia, 2016. Cat. No. 4240.0. Table 4. 


	[bookmark: RANGE!A1:O106]Table 3A.28  Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children enrolled in a preschool program (a), (b), (c), (d), (e), (f) 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Unit
	NSW 
	Vic
	Qld (g)
	WA (g)
	SA (h)
	Tas
	ACT (i)
	NT
	Aust (j)

	2012
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by sector
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	590
	 145
	  501
	1 779
	669
	421
	88
	1 134
	 5 327

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	1 724
	 532
	  821
	271
	12
	77
	–
	82
	 3 519

	
	Total preschool (k)
	no.
	2 379
	 676
	 1 322
	2 050
	693
	502
	119
	1 227
	 8 968

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre
	no.
	835
	 268
	  914
	28
	175
	13
	24
	12
	 2 269

	
	Total
	
	
	 no.
	3 214
	 944
	 2 236
	2 078
	868
	515
	143
	1 239
	11 237

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by remoteness area (l) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Major cities of Australia
	 no.
	1 068
	354
	 548
	728
	 419
	..
	129
	..
	3 246

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	 no.
	1 908
	567
	 1 009
	575
	 310
	499
	14
	318
	5 200

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	 no.
	238
	–
	 679
	775
	 139
	16
	..
	921
	2 768

	
	Total (m)
	
	no.
	3 214
	944
	 2 236
	2078
	 868
	515
	143
	1 239
	11 237

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	 5035
	  1 223
	 4 946
	2 127
	 929
	643
	 121
	 1 520
	16 551

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program
	%
	 63.8
	  77.2
	45.2
	97.7
	93.4
	   80.1
	118.2
	 81.5
	 67.9

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS, by remoteness area (l), (o)

	
	Major cities of Australia
	 no.
	975
	354
	 548
	728
	416
	..
	125
	..
	3 146

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	 no.
	1 703
	539
	 1 009
	574
	310
	496
	11
	311
	4 953

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	 no.
	220
	–
	 679
	765
	132
	16
	..
	854
	2 666

	
	Total (p)
	
	no.
	2 898
	883
	 2 236
	2066
	857
	512
	136
	1 165
	10 753

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	5 035
	1 223
	 4 946
	2127
	929
	643
	121
	1 520
	16 551

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS
	%
	57.6
	  72.2
	 45.2
	   97.1
	92.2
	79.6
	112.4
	 76.6
	 65.0

	2013
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by sector
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	565
	137
	587
	1820
	  664
	  464
	  83
	 1 189
	 5 520

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	1 708
	589
	939
	230
	  10
	  85
	  4
	  112
	 3 678

	
	Total preschool (k)
	no.
	2 357
	732
	1 523
	2051
	  685
	556
	111
	 1 317
	 9 328

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre
	no.
	976
	284
	1 794
	 19
	  199
	10
	  17
	  12
	 3 309

	
	Total (q)
	
	no.
	3 455
	1 046
	3 390
	 2101
	  902
	569
	142
	 1 363
	 12 970

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by remoteness area (l) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Major cities of Australia
	no.
	1 115
	397
	1 056
	 808
	449
	  ..
	137
	  ..
	 3 965

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	no.
	2 071
	653
	1 631
	 533
	306
	  564
	11
	  319
	 6 081

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	no.
	267
	–
	696
	 756
	147
	  10
	 ..
	  985
	 2 870

	
	Total (m)
	
	no.
	3 455
	1 046
	3 390
	 2101
	902
	  569
	142
	 1 363
	 12 970

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	5 176
	1 175
	5 154
	 2109
	904
	  640
	138
	 1 479
	 16 777

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program
	%
	66.8
	89.0
	65.8
	 99.6
	99.8
	88.9
	    102.9
	 92.2
	 77.3

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS, by remoteness area (l), (o)

	
	Major cities of Australia
	no.
	1 021
	368
	1 041
	807
	449
	..
	121
	..
	 3 806

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	no.
	1 856
	617
	1 621
	535
	306
	556
	8
	  313
	 5 804

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	no.
	246
	–
	657
	755
	147
	10
	..
	  924
	 2 734

	
	Total (p)
	
	no.
	3 121
	982
	3 318
	2094
	902
	563
	129
	 1 286
	 12 400

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	 5 176
	1 175
	5 154
	 2 109
	904
	  640
	138
	 1 479
	 16 777

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS
	%
	 60.3
	83.6
	64.4
	99.3
	99.8
	 88.0
	 93.5
	 87.0
	  73.9

	2014
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by sector
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	  539
	166
	568
	1 764
	739
	  482
	  95
	 1 038
	 5 388

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	 1 929
	668
	974
	266
	11
	  86
	–
	  108
	 4 049

	
	Total preschool (k)
	no.
	 2 555
	843
	1566
	2032
	760
	  571
	  123
	 1 162
	 9 606

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre
	no.
	 1 030
	326
	1695
	 41
	143
	  6
	  16
	  31
	 3 295

	
	Total (q)
	
	 no.
	 3 738
	1 216
	3334
	 2 156
	932
	  582
	  155
	 1 225
	 13 331

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by remoteness area (l) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Major cities of Australia
	no.
	 1 299
	477
	962
	  823
	499
	..
	  147
	  ..
	 4 211

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	no.
	 2 185
	739
	1 706
	  544
	306
	  567
	  7
	  295
	 6 353

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	no.
	 251
	–
	659
	  787
	127
	  12
	   ..
	  926
	 2 766

	
	Total
	
	
	 no.
	 3 738
	1 216
	3 334
	  2 156
	932
	  582
	  155
	 1 225
	 13 331

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	 5 187
	1 207
	5108
	  2 097
	933
	  610
	  145
	 1 420
	 16 714

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program
	%
	 72.1
	100.7
	65.3
	  102.8
	99.9
	 95.4
	106.9
	 86.3
	 79.8

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS, by remoteness area (l), (o)

	
	Major cities of Australia
	no.
	1 166
	432
	932
	821
	487
	..
	131
	..
	 3 973

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	no.
	1 947
	686
	1660
	539
	303
	560
	6
	287
	 5 991

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	no.
	228
	–
	642
	782
	127
	12
	..
	851
	 2 642

	
	Total
	
	
	no.
	3 344
	1 118
	3228
	2 144
	921
	578
	138
	1142
	 12609

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	 no.
	5 187
	1 207
	5108
	2 097
	933
	610
	145
	1420
	16714

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS
	%
	 64.5
	  92.6
	63.2
	102.2
	 98.7
	94.8
	95.2
	 80.4
	 75.4

	2015
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by sector
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Government preschool
	no.
	 592
	 179
	 588
	1 764
	794
	  421
	  115
	 1 080
	 5 532

	
	Non-government preschool
	no.
	 2 001
	 587
	 1 119
	248
	6
	  71
	  5
	 136
	 4 172

	
	Total preschool (k)
	no.
	 2 690
	 766
	 1 759
	2 007
	813
	  501
	  171
	 1 220
	 9 917

	
	Preschool program within a long day care centre
	no.
	 1 479
	 475
	 2 330
	76
	186
	  61
	  27
	 45
	 4 671

	
	Total (q)
	
	no.
	 4 400
	1295
	 4 231
	2 228
	1 061
	  593
	  216
	 1 309
	 15337

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program, by remoteness area (l) 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Major cities of Australia
	no.
	 1 585
	 537
	1 309
	  823
	570
	..
	  202
	..
	 5 026

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	no.
	 2 547
	 760
	2 236
	  558
	335
	584
	  13
	  315
	 7 350

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	no.
	 265
	  –
	 687
	  850
	154
	13
	  ..
	  991
	 2 956

	
	Total
	
	
	no.
	 4 400
	 1 295
	 4 231
	 2 228
	1061
	593
	  216
	 1 309
	 15337

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	 5 166
	 1 216
	5 115
	 2 079
	923
	608
	  147
	 1 432
	 16690

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program
	%
	  85.2
	 106.5
	 82.7
	  107.2
	 115.0
	 97.5
	  147.4
	  91.4
	  91.9

	Number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS, by remoteness area (l), (o)

	
	Major cities of Australia
	no.
	1408
	502
	1280
	821
	555
	..
	 185
	..
	 4 751

	
	Inner/outer regional Australia
	no.
	2216
	710
	2212
	552
	335
	576
	  9
	  306
	 6 919

	
	Remote/very remote Australia
	no.
	229
	–
	670
	850
	154
	13
	  ..
	  924
	 2 843

	
	Total
	
	
	no.
	3854
	1211
	4161
	2222
	1044
	591
	  197
	 1 232
	 14516

	Projected population of 4 year olds (n)
	
	
	
	
	no.
	5166
	1216
	5115
	2079
	  923
	608
	  147
	 1 432
	 16690

	Proportion of 4 year olds who are enrolled in a preschool program in the YBFS
	%
	74.6
	99.6
	81.4
	106.9
	 113.1
	  97.2
	  134.5
	  86.1
	  87.0

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) 
	Care needs to be taken when interpreting data related to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children due to reporting issues associated with both the identification and reporting of Indigenous status.

	(b) 
	Data comprise Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 and 5 years on 1 July.

	(c) 
	To calculate the proportion of children enrolled, enrolment data (from the August NECECC) are divided by the projected number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 years in each jurisdiction (using ABS population projections as at 30 June). As a result, the proportion may exceed 100 per cent.

	(d) 
	Although all children undertaking a preschool program should be included in the NECECC, not all children are captured. This particularly affects children undertaking a preschool program in a long day care setting and children undertaking a preschool program at some non-government schools which do not receive State and Territory government funding. Information on preschool programs delivered in long day care settings was primarily provided by the Australian Government from the CCMS. All services approved for the purposes of CCB were required to provide data through the CCMS. However, long day care centres delivering preschool programs were not mandated to complete the preschool program component, which has resulted in under-coverage due to levels of non-response. Under-coverage is a particular issue for New South Wales data. Due to an expanded CCMS identification and imputation strategy, there was a significant increase in the number of long day care centres with preschool programs in 2015, particularly in New South Wales.

	(e) 
	Other data limitations for the collection include: under-coverage of programs delivered to 3 year olds; comprehensive child unit record data are not currently available for all jurisdictions, particularly for the non-government sector and unfunded preschools; some imputation is undertaken to address non-response by service provider in administrative collections and/or surveys; and differences between the level of coverage, collection methodologies and alignment with the ECEC NMDS, which may limit comparability across jurisdictions.

	(f) 
	For more information on data quality, including collection methodologies and data limitations, see Preschool Education, Australia (Cat. no. 4240.0) on the ABS website and the ECEC NMDS specifications on the AIHW website.

	(g) 
	2012 child level enrolment data for Queensland were not available and episode of enrolment data were used instead. Only one episode of enrolment count is available so data are the same for both all 4 and 5 year old children and children in the YBFS, by remoteness area. An episode is a record of enrolment at a preschool program. Children may be enrolled in more than one preschool program so in these cases will be counted more than once in episode counts. These data are included in the national total. Care should be taken when comparing Queensland data from 2012 to 2013 and to 2012 data for other jurisdictions. Care should also be taken when interpreting 2013 and 2014 data for Queensland and Western Australia as there may be some duplication of children. This is due to the inclusion of child aggregate data from some service providers.

	(h)
	SA 2013 and 2014 data may not be fully comparable with 2012 data. Enrolment numbers in government funded preschools in 2013 and 2014 were affected by the transition from a quarterly intake to a single annual intake.

	(i)
	2012 totals for the ACT exclude data for preschools within independent schools, which were unavailable. 

	(j)
	Data for Australia are the total of the sum of the states and territories for which data are available.

	(k)
	Total preschool may not equal the sum of the components due to the inclusion of multiple preschools (except for Queensland in 2012) and use of next best available (episode level) data for 2012 where cells were not published by the ABS (affects 2012 government preschool data for Victoria and non-government preschool data for Western Australia and Tasmania).

	(l)
	Remoteness area for 2012 data are based on the ABS ASGC 2006. Remoteness area for 2013 data are based on the ABS ASGS 2011. Where a child’s geography was unavailable the geography of the service provider was used to determine remoteness area. Care should be used when comparing remoteness area data between 2012 and 2013.

	(m)
	2012 total data will not equal the sum of components for Victoria and Australia because some cells have used the next best available (year before full time schooling level) data where they were not published by ABS. Total data for 2013 may not equal the sum of components due to ABS rounding and confidentiality procedures.

	(n)
	The projected population estimates of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 4 year olds by State and Territory are published in Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 2001 to 2026 (Series B). Projected population estimates are as at 30 June and are based on the 2011 Census of Population and Housing. The projected population may have particular limitations for some jurisdictions, including undercount. See ABS source publication Cat. no. 3238.0 for further details. For 2015, the projected number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children aged 4 years was estimated by averaging the estimates for 2014 and 2016. This was done due to the undercount of children aged 0 year in the 2011 Census which results in an undercount of 4 year olds for 2015. 

	(o)
	Data for children enrolled in the YBFS include children aged 4 and 5 years on 1 July and exclude children aged 5 years old who were enrolled in a preschool program in the previous year as a 4 year old. The YBFS population is an estimate of a single year cohort for the population that will transition to full time schooling in the following year.

	(p)
	Totals for 2012 will not equal the sum of components for Victoria, Western Australia, South Australia and Australia because some cells have used unpublished or next best available (child or episode level) where data were not published by the ABS. Totals for 2013 may not equal the sum of components due to ABS rounding and confidentiality procedures.  

	(q)
	Total includes children enrolled a preschool program across both preschool and long day care settings. 

	
	.. Not applicable. – Nil or rounded to zero. 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Source: ABS unpublished, Preschool Education, Australia, 2012, Cat. no. 4240.0; ABS unpublished, Microdata: Preschool Education, Australia, 2013, 2014 and 2015, Cat. no. 4240.0.55.003; ABS 2014, Estimates and Projections, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians, 2001 to 2026, Cat. no. 3238.0, Canberra.



Source: Productivity Commission. (2017). Report on Government Services 2017: Volume B, Chapter 3, Early Childhood Education and Care,  Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra. Table 3A.22. 
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	Measures to support access to early childhood education for Indigenous children

	Commonwealth
	The Australian Departments of Health (Health) and Education and Training (Education) are jointly funding the Connected Beginnings Program, focusing on integrating early childhood, child and family health, and family support services with schools in a number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities so that their children are healthy and well prepared for school. Health is investing $12 million and Education is investing approximately $30 million over three years from 2016-17 to 2018-19.
The Australian Government  has invested $4.03 million over two years (2016-17 and 2017-18) in an Abecedarian educational day care centre in Alice Springs, with a focus on prevention during early childhood, allowing for developmentally vulnerable children to access the level of cognitive stimulation required through the early years of life. The centre provides comprehensive developmental assessments for children; health advice to the parents and/or carers; long-term health benefits to children participating in the program; and early intervention (infant and toddler clinic) to target children with developmental delays and associated social, emotional and behavioural difficulties.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children in the Australian Capital Territory can access the following early childhood education programs at no cost:
· 15 hours of public preschool education per week in the 18 months prior to commencing full-time schooling, and
· Enrolment in the Koori Preschool Program from the age of three. Koori Preschool is a play-based program with a strong focus on literacy, numeracy, transition to school, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander identity and culture. Koori Preschool operates for 9-12 hours per week.
Children under the age of three may also attend Koori Preschool if accompanied by an adult parent or carer.
The Australian Capital Territory achieved result of 91% of Indigenous children participating in a preschool program available for 600 hours per year.

	New South Wales
	One of the aims of the Start Strong reforms is to encourage extended participation in early childhood education by Aboriginal children. To do so, New South Wales has increased the program’s base funding rate for Aboriginal children $6,600 per child per annum at community preschools. This will cover more than 90 per cent of the cost of preschool education for these children (http://www.dec.nsw.gov.au/what-we-offer/regulation-and-accreditation/early-childhood-education-care/funding/start-strong/start-strong-faqs).

	Northern Territory
	42% of children aged from birth to eight years in the Northern Territory are Aboriginal. Families as First Teachers (FaFT) program was introduced in 2009, FaFT is a key strategy in the Transforming Indigenous Education Strategy. In Semester 1, 2017 there were 1367 children and 1208 parents enrolled in FaFT. It is now operational in 33 remote communities across the Northern Territory, FaFT supports Aboriginal parents with young children from birth to preschool and then to school. It acknowledges the important role families have as first teachers of their children, and emphasises the importance of encouraging families to be involved in education from a very early age, often from birth. Each program acknowledges the strengths of their community. FaFT uses the Abecedarian Approach Australia (3a), an evidence-based approach specifically designed for early literacy and numeracy learning that develops and builds adult-child interactions and, in turn, improves the educational and health outcomes for vulnerable and disadvantaged children.
The Northern Territory has the highest proportion of children born to teenage mothers in Australia. In 2016, the Department of Education established the Young Mothers Strong Mothers program to link young mothers with key agencies and organisations to assist them in balancing parenthood with a successful return to formal education. Young Mothers Strong Mothers provides improved access to integrated and coordinated support pathways that incorporate antenatal and postnatal care, child and family health care and family welfare support, while maintaining a focus on the attainment of secondary education qualifications. In 2016, 15 young mothers and 21 children under five years participated in the program. In 2017, 18 young mothers and 23 children are participating – the children attend quality long day care on site while their mothers are engaged in learning programs.

	Queensland
	Queensland Children and Family Centres – Provides culturally appropriate and integrated early childhood education and care, child and maternal health, and family support services to children who identify as Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander and their families.
Accessible Playgroup Initiative – State-wide delivery targeting Indigenous and vulnerable families. Playgroups are established in partnership with local organisations and supported by a facilitator for a one-year period before transitioning to a community-based playgroup.

	Victoria
	Early Start Kindergarten (ESK) responds to strong evidence pointing to the social and economic benefits of providing quality education for children experiencing disadvantage. This program aims to increase the educational outcomes and wellbeing of children experiencing disadvantage by supporting the inclusion of three year old children in quality kindergarten programs for up to 15 hours per week for free. ESK is aimed at disadvantaged and vulnerable three year old children known to Child Protection and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children.
The Access to Early Learning (AEL) program provides additional support for vulnerable children and families to address complex barriers to participation in early childhood education and care. This support is provided where Early Start Kindergarten funding alone will not adequately engage and sustain participation in early childhood education and care.
The Koorie Preschool Assistants (KPSA) program is designed to increase and enhance the participation of Aboriginal children in kindergarten programs and to support kindergarten programs to develop a strong understanding and practice of Aboriginal culture. For further information: http://www.education.vic.gov.au/childhood/parents/kindergarten/Pages/default.aspx 

	Western Australia
	The Department of Education’s Aboriginal Early Childhood Language Support Program is an Indigenous Advancement Strategy funded program (2015-2017) that provides professional learning to early childhood teachers in 46 schools with significant numbers of Aboriginal students.  Teachers participate in professional learning that helps them to support Aboriginal early childhood students who have speech and language learning difficulties.
The Department of Education’s KindiLink pilot (2016 – 2018) operates at 37 public schools.  It aims to enhance learning for Aboriginal three year olds, build the confidence and capacity of their parents, home-school links and engender regular long-term school attendance.  In June 2017, nearly 20% (332 children) of the expected Aboriginal cohort for public school Kindergarten in 2018 had registered to attend KindiLink.
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	Jurisdiction
	[bookmark: _Toc489631785]Measures to preserve Indigenous culture

	Commonwealth
	The Australian Government provides over $40 million per annum to support Indigenous arts and languages through its Indigenous Visual Arts Industry Support (IVAIS) and Indigenous Languages and Arts (ILA) programs.      
The IVAIS program supports the operations of around 80 remote Indigenous art centres that are at the heart of Australia’s world-renowned Indigenous visual art movement. IVAIS funded organisations enable the development, production and marketing of Indigenous visual art, providing professional opportunities for more than 8,000 Indigenous artists and around 350 Indigenous arts workers, most in remote communities.
Under the ILA program, $20 million is invested annually in Indigenous languages and arts activities that are assisting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to express, preserve, maintain and celebrate their cultures. A key component of the language activity is a network of 22 community-based Indigenous Language Centres working on 165 languages. Funding directed to arts activities supports projects to develop, produce, present and exhibit or perform a diverse range of traditional and contemporary Indigenous arts.
In addition, the Australian Government has committed $10 million over four years from 2016 to protect, preserve and celebrate our Indigenous languages. This funding will support innovative digital solutions to capture and teach Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages.
In 2016, the Australian Government provided funding of $1.5 million across 560 grants for NAIDOC week events nationally.  In 2017, the Australian Government announced an additional $1.6 million in funding to expand the National Accreditation Authority for Translators and Interpreters’ Indigenous Interpreting Project 

	Australian Capital Territory
	$0.3 million over the 2016-2017 and 2017-2018 financial years has been allocated to the Strengthening Ngunnawal History and Culture in Schools project, a two year program to support schools and students to engage with the Traditional Owners and increase access to Ngunnawal culture. 
Four primary schools are currently trialling and reporting on their use of the bilingual Ngunawal text, Mununja – The Butterfly as retold by Ngunnawal elder Don Bell.
In 2017, nine schools have been supported to participate in a pilot program to develop teaching and learning programs using the Ngunnawal Plant Use Guide. Resources and strategies were shared with other schools. The book includes an introduction to Ngunnawal history and descriptions and photos of 69 plant species, including their use, distribution and method of propagation.
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education is currently conducting cultural competence workshops with school and Directorate staff. The purpose of these workshops is to promote cultural integrity in schools and workplaces. 
During the facilitation of some cultural competence workshops, Acknowledgement of Country has been spoken in the Yuwaalaraay language. Schools involved in the cultural competence course have also been made aware of Aboriginal language resources available for purchase.
Teaching and learning resources (posters and literacy resources) to promote the incorporation of Indigenous languages in teaching and learning programs have been distributed to ACT Public Schools, including resources promoting the 2017 NAIDOC week theme, Our Languages Matter.

	New South Wales
	New South Wales Health actively recognises important dates and events which support and strengthen Aboriginal culture.  These include: 
· National Aborigines and Islanders Day Observance Committee (NAIDOC) week, held each July to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
· National Sorry Day, which acknowledges that Indigenous children have been forcibly separated from their families and communities since the very first days of the European occupation of Australia by past government practice, and
· Reconciliation Week, held each year between 27 May and 3 June each year to commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey—the anniversaries of the successful 1967 referendum to obtain the vote for Aboriginal people and the High Court Mabo decision recognising native title in Australia for the first time. 
New South Wales Health displays Aboriginal flags in its facilities and promotes the use of cultural protocols including Welcome to Country and Acknowledgement of Country at meetings and events. The National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 protects Aboriginal cultural heritage in New South Wales. Under the Act, it is an offence to destroy, deface or damage an Aboriginal object or Aboriginal place. 
The New South Wales government provided $200,000 in grants in 2016-17 to support cultural events and activities as a part of NAIDOC week.  It granted $156,000 in 2015‑2016 under the Our Languages, Our Way program to six projects to support the revitalisation of Aboriginal languages. This includes the development of language apps, a language dictionary and languages taught on Country by Aboriginal Elders.   

	Northern Territory
	The Keeping Indigenous Languages and Cultures Strong plan, launched by DoE in 2017, identifies the goal, vision and principles for the teaching and learning of Indigenous Languages and Cultures in Northern Territory schools. It is a critical element of the Northern Territory Board of Studies policy Changing the Conversation, A Blueprint for Languages Education in the Northern Territory Schools, which recognises the distinct and significant place of Indigenous languages and cultures.   

	Queensland
	To support the delivery of the key programs, where suitable, Queensland has translated program information into local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages to support key messaging 
The State Library of Queensland and the Department of Education and Training play lead roles in the revitalisation and teaching of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Languages in Queensland. The State Library of Queensland partners with 20 Indigenous Knowledge Centres in remote and regional communities across Far North Queensland, the Torres Strait Islands and South East Queensland. Indigenous Knowledge Centres are a particular type of public library; they are communal hubs that combine traditional library services with a keeping place for recording, accessing and celebrating Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures of Queensland.   
The Queensland government recognises the importance and cultural significance of the repatriation of Indigenous remains and secret sacred objects, particularly with helping to promote healing and reconciliation, and preserving Indigenous cultural heritage and knowledges. A holistic across-government approach is undertaken to providing practical assistance by working with Aboriginal communities and Torres Strait Islander communities through the Working Group - Repatriation of Ancestral Remains, Burial Goods and Secret and Sacred Objects. 
The Queensland government’s $12.6 million Backing Indigenous Arts (BIA) initiative (2015-16 to 2018-19) supports cross-generational cultural maintenance through visual arts, design and performing arts practice, in and with Far North Queensland Aboriginal communities and Torres Strait Islander communities.  BIA supports 14 Indigenous Art Centre, a representative peak body Indigenous Art Centre Alliance, the Cairns Indigenous Art Fair, Laura Aboriginal Dance Festival, Winds of Zenadth Cultural Festival, the Indigenous Regional Arts Development Fund and the Aboriginal Centre for Performing Arts.

	South Australia
	Government schools are invited to participate in a number of activities being planned across the state to celebrate NAIDOC Week. This is an opportunity for all Australians to come together to celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres Strait people. In 2016-2017, the South Australia Government provided financial support to the South Australian NAIDOC Family Fun Day in the amount of $4,000 to support cultural events and activities.
South Australian government participates on the Reconciliation South Australia Education Steering Committee. Funding is provided annually in the amount of $50,000 to Reconciliation South Australia to support the promotion and facilitation of reconciliation activities and events across the state including:
· Schools’ Congress
· Reconciliation South Australia education packs
· reconciliation activity grants
· corporate and school-based reconciliation action plans, and
· reconciliation Kokoda trek – an additional $80,000 is provided for this program.
South Australia provides a health and physical education curriculum in line with the Australian Curriculum requirements. This is supported by an extensive school sport program for primary and secondary aged students (funded at approximately $2.7 million), a comprehensive water safety program consisting of swimming, surf education and aquatics from Reception to Year 12 (funded at approximately $11 million) and a Premiers be active Challenge designed to encourage and reward student physical activity for primary and junior secondary students (funded to approximately $300,000). 
The South Australian Aboriginal Sports Academy also uses sport as a medium to engage Senior Secondary Aboriginal students in their studies and is funded at approximately $1.5 million), This program is expanding to junior secondary students. In addition DECD supports the promotion of the Australian Sports Commission Sporting Schools Program and sport and active recreation programs organised and conducted by community bodies.
The government supports the inclusion of Aboriginal histories and culture within the school curriculum through the Aboriginal Cultural Studies implementation. Aboriginal Cultural Studies curriculum materials were introduced in 2010 and are embedded in the Australian Curriculum – which includes the cross-curriculum priority ‘Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures). The Aboriginal Cultural Studies online curriculum resource was developed for Aboriginal language groups and can be integrated across all learning areas.
The Aboriginal Community Language and Culture Partnership supports South Australian Aboriginal language groups to develop authentic language teaching materials and learning programs for Aboriginal language instructors.
Targeted training in ‘cultural competence’ which includes sustained high-quality professional development is provided to leaders, teachers and other relevant staff in the implementation of the Early years learning framework and Australian curriculum, with a focus on respect for the diversity of Aboriginal histories and cultures, both traditional and contemporary, in South Australia.
The government has established designated Aboriginal schools including Wiljta College and Boarding School that actively pursue bilingual and cultural programs and support wellbeing and learning outcomes for Aboriginal students.
The biennial DreamBIG Children’s Festival held since 1974 is a collaborative partnership between the education and arts sectors that promotes deeper engagement and greater participation in the arts. Up to 100,000 students from across the State engage in arts activities each festival.
The annual Public Primary School’s Music Festival provides opportunities for students to participate in more than 300 choirs, orchestras and performances.
A partnership between peak youth arts organisation, Carclew, and the Department for Education and Child Development provides for an artist in residence program to engage students and their teachers through collaboration and mentoring in the processes and approaches to teaching art and art making.
Aboriginal Cultural Consultants deliver state-wide projects that support schools to implement Aboriginal Cultural Studies including a Cultural Competencies professional development model; content and resource information to support the South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) Aboriginal Studies subject; a model of curriculum support for school based staff, the recruitment and development of the Aboriginal Cultural and Language Instructors employment group; and information for schools and preschools about cultural field trips and events to support Aboriginal Cultural Studies curriculum delivery.

	Tasmania
	Aboriginal Curriculum - $520,000 provided over two years to:
· develop a Framework for Tasmanian Aboriginal Histories and Cultures that expands on the elements of the Australian Curriculum
· enhance and develop specific resources and professional learning that focuses on Tasmanian Aboriginal Histories and Cultures, and
· employ an additional Senior Curriculum Officer to support curriculum projects in this area.
Aboriginal Education Services (AES) within the Department of Education has developed a suite of curriculum resources for schools to support teachers to teach about Tasmanian Aboriginal Histories and Cultures. Additionally, the Department has established the Aboriginal Education Reference Group to provide advice on Aboriginal education matters.
The Tasmanian government has committed $800,000 over four years (2016-17 to 2019-20) to explore the potential for joint management arrangements with the Aboriginal community focussing on new and contemporary ways for Aboriginal people to connect to country, while building economic and job opportunities for Aboriginal people, particularly in the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area.

	Victoria
	Explicit legal protection for intangible Aboriginal cultural heritage, such as language, art and cultural tradition, backed by a new Aboriginal Intangible Heritage registration project within Aboriginal Victoria (funded at approximately  $0.1 million per annum)
$0.484 million is provided to to the Koorie Heritage Trust to support the employment of a Chief Executive Officer and to protect and preserve Aboriginal culture and heritage through the development of a collection of oral history recordings and facilitating access to the collection by the community.
Funding of $0.39 million was provided in in 2016-17 to support ‘Strengthening Culture Projects’ across regional and local communities as part of the Victorian Local Aboriginal Network Five Year Plan 2016-20 (the Plan))  
In addition to the above measures, section 19 of the Victorian Charter of Human Rights and Responsibilities Act 2006 protects the rights of Indigenous people. It provides that ‘Aboriginal persons hold distinct cultural rights and must not be denied the right, with other members of their community - (a) to enjoy their identity and culture; and (b) to maintain and use their language; and (c) to maintain kinship ties; and (d) to maintain their distinctive spiritual, material and economic relationship with the land and waters and other resources which they have a connection under traditional laws and customs’.
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to increase children’s and youth’s participation in physical activity

	Commonwealth
	The Indigenous Marathon Project (IMP) runs a national program annually, targeting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander youth (18-30 year olds).  A group of 12 are selected for intensive training to run the New York Marathon.  Participants undertake a Certificate 4 in Community Recreation during this process with ongoing IMP support to participants who then run exercise programs within their respective communities.
The Clontarf Foundation operates around 68 football (Australian Rules and Rugby League) academies in metropolitan, rural and remote locations in Queensland, New South Wales, Northern Territory, Victoria and Western Australia.  These academies provide intensive education and engagement support to approximately 3,800 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander boys. Health funds the Clontarf Foundation for a project that facilitates health checks and provides health education to the academy attendees.  

	Australian Capital Territory
	Kids at Play Active Play supports educators to promote active play and fundamental movement skills in early childhood and pre-school through tools, resources and training.  Ride or Walk to School promotes active travel to students, enhanced by teacher and student Safe Cycle on-line learning packages and Active Streets, which provides infrastructure support.

	New South Wales
	The New South Wales Sport and Physical Activity Policy Requirements mandate weekly participation in sport and physical activity for schools and their students. This includes the identification of local procedures that support the planning and delivery of high quality and safe sport and physical activity programs (https://education.nsw.gov.au/policy-library/policies/sport-and-physical-activity-policy).  The New South Wales Premier’s Sporting Challenge includes a range of initiatives with one common purpose: to have more students, more active, more of the time. The Premier’s Sporting Challenge aims to engage young people in sport and physical activity and encourages them to lead healthy, active lifestyles (https://online.det.nsw.edu.au/psc/home.html). 

	Queensland
	Queensland state schools deliver the Australian national curriculum for Health and Physical Education which supports the acquisition of movement skills and concepts to enable students to participate in a range of physical activities – confidently, competently and creatively. As a foundation for lifelong physical activity participation and enhanced performance, students acquire an understanding of how the body moves and develop positive attitudes towards physical activity participation.   Queensland state schools have  a Physical activity in schools policy which encourages a reduction in sitting time and the increase in physical activity across the school day
An integrated, multi-strategy approach which includes legislation, policy, programs, campaigns and population health monitoring, is being implemented to create healthier environments and empower people to adopt healthy behaviours.
Key measures to increase youth physical activity include:
· the Queensland government has committed to introducing legislation which establishes the Healthy Futures Commission Queensland to support children and families to adopt healthier behaviours including increased physical activity. The Commission will support local innovation, focus on groups with higher needs and work to create places where healthy choices are accessible and easy
· childcare staff trained and supported in practical methods for getting children in their care more physically active
· walking programs, especially for disadvantaged communities
· collaboration with built environment planners and sectors to provide increased community infrastructure for cycling, walking, sport and recreation
· social marketing activities that are focussed on increased physical activity, and
· risk factor surveillance to assess trends, describe disparities, and identify emerging issues to inform policy and planning.    
Queensland Aboriginal and Islander Health Council, in partnership with the Arthur Beetson Foundation and Deadly Choices at the Institute for Urban Indigenous Health, runs a range of health promotion activities including health checks at the Murri Football Carnival.  The Carnival involves teams from across Queensland from Badu Island in the Torres Strait to the Gold Coast and across to Mount Isa.  The carnival has a major focus on health and education, with all players having to complete a ‘Health Check’ and maintain good school attendance as a requirement to participate.

	South Australia
	South Australia provides a health and physical education curriculum in line with the Australian Curriculum requirements. This is supported by an extensive school sport program for primary and secondary aged students (funded at approximately $2.7 million), a comprehensive water safety program consisting of swimming, surf education and aquatics from Reception to Year 12 (funded at approximately $11million) and a Premiers Be Active Challenge designed to encourage and reward student physical activity for primary and junior secondary students (funded to approximately $300,000). The South Australian Aboriginal Sports Academy also uses sport as a medium to engage Senior Secondary Aboriginal students in their studies and is funded at approximately $1.5 million), This program is expanding to junior secondary students. In addition DECD supports the promotion of the Australian Sports Commission Sporting Schools Program and sport and active recreation programs organised and conducted by community bodies.
The South Australian Aboriginal Sport Training Academy (SAASTA) has allocated $1.5 million annually, incorporating sport and recreation as a medium to engage Senior Secondary Aboriginal students for creating quality educational outcomes. The program will expand to junior secondary students in 2018.
The Department supports the promotion of the Sporting Schools program, an initiative from the Australian Sports Commission, along with local sport and active recreation programs organised and conducted by community bodies.
South Australia’s Health and Physical Education Curriculum is in line with the Australian Curriculum requirements. This is supported through a number of funded programs and initiatives including:
· a School Sport Program for primary and secondary students (approximately $2.7 million)
· a water safety program for Reception to Year 12 students that incorporates swimming, surf education and aquatics (approximately $11 million), and
· Premiers be active Challenge that is designed to encourage and reward student physical activity for primary and junior secondary students (approximately $0.3 million).
Nature Play South Australia is an independent, not for profit incorporated association funded by the State Government until 2018/2019 have worked with partner organisations to spread the message about the importance of making nature play an everyday activity for children through resources, products, events, programs, worships and speaking engagements.
The Premier’s Be Active Challenge has been running since 2007 with around 35,000 students in South Australia completing the 4 weeks of 60minutes daily physical activity. Students receive a medal for completing the Challenge that is run from Reception to year 12 in South Australia schools and home schools. Recently the Challenge has worked with preschool sites and students to introduce fundamental movement skills.
The Healthy Parks Healthy People South Australia (HPHPSA) initiative is a nature‑based approach for population health. It was launched in 2015 as a partnership between the health and environment sectors. It is guided by the vision of ensuring all South Australians experience the health and wellbeing benefits of being connected to nature. Exposure to natural green spaces, such as parks and reserves, has the potential to provide significant benefits for physical and mental health, particularly places that are easy to access, have multiple uses and have little or no cost.  A HPHPSA Framework was developed in 2016 to guide policy action in seven key focus areas, and a Leadership Team consisting of the Health and Environment Departmental Chief Executives, distinguished academics and public health experts provides high-level governance oversight to the initiative. In particular, focus areas one (Promoting physical activity in nature) and five (Childhood development in nature) support increasing physical activity among children through their exposure to natural spaces.  The HPHPSA Framework can be accessed via the link: http://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/0aed8a804e4a0c5197d3dfc09343dd7f/HPHPSA_Framework.pdf?MOD=AJPERES&CACHEID=0aed8a804e4a0c5197d3dfc09343dd7f.
The 30-Year Plan for Greater Adelaide describes the government’s land use planning policy, which is inclusive of healthy neighbourhoods, and it reflects a strengthened focus on walkable neighbourhoods and active transport modes. 
Way2Go program encourages more students to safely walk, cycle, scoot or skate to school and to use safe behaviours as pedestrians, cyclists and passengers. Schools have access to resources including Way2Go Bike Ed. a practical on road cycling program for 9–13 year olds. 8000 students across the state participate in the program annually.

	Tasmania
	The Tasmanian government has a number of initiatives to engage young people in physical activity in school.
Healthy Tasmania Strategy, Five Year Strategic Plan - a Tasmanian government plan to take the lead in preventative health by supporting Tasmanians to initiate and maintain healthy choices.
Health and Physical Education (HPE) Curriculum (government schools) – where information delivered through two strands: personal, social and community health, and movement and physical activity.
Sporting Schools Initiative – an Australian Government Initiative to involve students in a range of sports, wherein schools can apply for funding each term to deliver Sporting Schools activities before, during or after school hours, across primary and secondary schools.
Move Well, Eat Well Program is a Tasmanian government initiative that supports the healthy development of children and young people by promoting physical activity and healthy eating as a normal positive part of every day.
Sporting Schools Program - the Tasmanian government works closely with the Australian Government to deliver the Sporting Schools Program, which aims to transition primary school aged children into community club-based sport. The government is also working to build the capacity of the Tasmanian sport sector to support the program.

	Victoria
	Active Victoria is a strategic framework for sport and recreation in Victoria 2017‑2021 identifies the strategic directions for the Victorian government including increasing level of participation  by Victorians through broader and more inclusive opportunities. The framework also identifies school based actions to improve children’s physical literacy and levels of physical activity. Current investment includes:
· Premiers Active April - an annual campaign that encourages all Victorians to do 30 minutes of physical activity a day during April
· Ride2School - this program encourages children to be more active by riding their bikes, walking, scooting or skating to school, and complements the Government’s commitment to promoting cycling as a sustainable and active transport option
· Change Our Game - this campaign brings together organisations in a shared effort to increase leadership and participation by women and girls
· Vic Swim Summer Kidz Program - VICSWIM focuses on learn to swim and water safety skills, both in pools and open water venues
· Active Recreation - Sport and Recreation Victoria operates five residential campsites across Victoria
· Indigenous Sport and Recreation Program – this program aims to create a sport and recreation sector that is inclusive of and accessible to Indigenous Victorians
· Sporting Club Grants Program - the program provides grants to assist in the purchase of sports uniforms and equipment and to improve the capacity and accessibility of Victorian clubs and other community sport and recreation organisations and increase the skills of their coaches, officials and managers
· Athlete Pathway Travel Grants Program – this program provides grants to improve Victorian athlete development pathways from community to national representation level, and
· Supporting Victorian Sport and Recreation Program - provides grants that assist state sporting associations and state sport and recreation bodies with initiatives that increase participation in sport and active recreation.

	Western Australia
	The Department of Education’s Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting Policy requires principals and teaching staff to deliver a curriculum that provides all students from Kindergarten to Year 10 with the opportunity to participate in at least two hours of physical activity each week, during the school day, as part of the learning program.
The Department of Education provides funding to School Sport Western Australia Inc. to promote, organise and coordinate sporting competitions for Western Australian school students at a local, regional and interstate level. The agreement is over a 3 year period and funds are distributed in 3 components: 
· direct funding to SSWA ($1 682 840 (+GST)
· provision of staff (3.0 FTE = $ 858 030), and
· provision of Teacher Relief (approx. 1400 days annually@  $533 per day x 2.5 = $1 865 500).
The Department of Education swimming and water safety programs offered to students comprise the VacSwim and Interm Swimming programs.  The 2016/17 Vacswim season provided swimming and water safety programs to 233 951 students at a cost of approx. $13.88 million
The Australian Government’s Sporting Schools Programme provides funding for an accredited coach to deliver supplementary physical activity, particularly organised sport, at the community level.   Sporting Schools has funded 390 Western Australian public schools during the last financial year, to an amount of $1,565,200 (this data is provided by the Australian Sports Commission).
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Proportion of children (aged 5 to 14 years) who participated in organised cultural activities, 2011-2012
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Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2013). Children’s Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, Apr 2012 . Cat. No. 4901.0.
Proportion of children (aged 5 to 14 years) who attended at least one selected organised cultural activity, 2011-12
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Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2013). Children’s Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia, Apr 2012 . Cat. No. 4901.0.

	Jurisdiction
	Measures to increase children’s and youth’s access to the Arts

	Commonwealth
	The National Collecting Institutions each deliver school education learning programs that include onsite group tours as well as online interactive virtual excursions to enable remote access.  Child- and family-focused activities and tours are also provided by many of the institutions. 
The Australian Government is providing an additional $8.2 million over three years to assist the National Collecting Institutions to deliver public programs and services such as these.
The Australian Government provides ongoing support to national elite performing arts training organisations to ensure young Australians have the opportunity to participate fully in the arts.  In 2016-17, $6,486,710 was allocated to the Australian Youth Orchestra, NAISDA Dance College, Flying Fruit Fly Circus and the Australian Ballet School to ensure the most talented children and young people have access to world class training.

	Australian Capital Territory
	According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, when compared with national participation rates, children in the Australian Capital Territory have higher rates of participation for the majority of organised cultural activities. Over one third (39.5%) of children in the ACT participate in an organised cultural activity outside of school hours (Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Children’s Participation in Culture and Leisure Activities 2012).
The Australian Capital Territory government provides over $8million in funding for arts initiatives across the Territory.  A large proportion of this funding is provided for Key Arts Organisations to provide a range of services to the community.  A key principle of the Arts Policy is participation in and access to the arts. These arts organisations provide programs for the community to participate in and engage as audience members.  
Government facilities with a focus on children and young people include Canberra Youth Theatre, the Warehouse Circus and QL2 a youth dance company.
Other organisations which provide programs for children and young people include but are not limited to Canberra Glassworks, Canberra Potters Society, Belconnen Arts Centre, Tuggeranong Arts Centre, Music for Canberra.
The Cultural Facilities Corporation is committed to providing relevant opportunities to increase Children and Youth participation in the arts. The Canberra Theatre Centre undertook a range of targeted engagements with children and youth in 2016-17 including through:
· 10,044 students, 1,074 teachers from 218 schools attending school matinee performances where ticket prices are subsidized
· 32,859 young people and their families attending general public performances of children’s shows
· 892 fully subsidised seats being provided to children’s charity organisations valued at $45,471
· 18 work experience students being hosted at the Centre including a student with special needs from the Woden School, and
· free participatory activities including workshops, craft activities were provided prior to selected general public performances and through library reads at various libraries across Canberra.
Canberra Museum and Gallery learning and community programs focus on practical activities that expose young students and families to structured art making activities and opportunities to engage with artists from the Canberra Region featured in our galleries. There were 5,400 participants in these programs in 2016‑17. Canberra Museum and Gallery also partnered with the Canberra National Multicultural Festival to provide an array of participative cultural activities for children and families.

	New South Wales
	New South Wales State Dance Ensembles aim to foster the development of talented dance students and provide performance opportunities that showcase excellence in this art form. The Ensembles play a major role in high profile events held across New South Wales and feature in the State Dance Festival and the Schools Spectacular (https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/dance/dance-ensembles/about-dance-ensembles). 
The Drama Ensembles program offers opportunities for public school students from Years 5-12, including playing a major role in high profile events across New South Wales, and being featured in the State Drama Festival and Schools Spectacular (https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/drama-ensembles).
The Music Ensembles program delivered provides an extension from school-based ensembles and an opportunity for students to perform significant and demanding music. All ensembles perform regularly and tour throughout New South Wales as well as interstate and internationally (https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/music/music-ensembles).
The Schools Spectacular is a world-class arena production and one of the largest annual events of its calibre in Australia. It provides a showcase for the talents of the students of New South Wales Public Schools. It is an iconic cultural event incorporating students from diverse backgrounds and communities from the length and breadth of the state (https://www.artsunit.nsw.edu.au/schools-spectacular/schools-spectacular).

	Queensland
	The Queensland government’s arts and cultural investment framework ensures children and young people are a priority. Funding is provided to a range of organisations to support the engagement and participation of children and young people in discrete and mainstream arts spaces and programs, along with funding to tour work that benefits children and young people across Queensland
The Queensland government invested $30.5 million (2017-2020) in 39 quadrennial small to medium arts organisations. Twenty-three organisations (56%) nominated young people as a target group, with three organisations (8%) dedicated to young people - BACKBONE, Queensland Youth Orchestras and Flipside Circus.
The Queensland government also invests $1.6M per annum in the Queensland Music Festival (QMF) which delivers a diverse program of arts and cultural activities in regional and remote Queensland communities, including a focus on engaging with children and young people of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage. Highlights include The Power Within in the Isaac region, the Youth Touring Program, Score It!, the Yarrabah Band Festival and Cape York Instrumental Program
The biennial Out of the Box festival produced by the Queensland Performing Arts Centre is for children eight years and under and provides arts and cultural activities that recognise the value of the arts in education and life-learning.
In 2016-17, funding of $200 000 was provided to the Artist in Residence Program to deliver a range of arts and cultural activities to an estimated 1917 children and young people during 2017. Activities are occurring throughout the State, particularly in regional and remote areas; and include children and young people of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage.
In 2016–17, a total of $1 684 182 was committed through the Playing Queensland Fund to support 19 regional tours that include school-based performances and workshops and excursions to shows at managed venues.
Queensland schools are implementing the Australian Curriculum: The Arts. Queensland schools have access to specialist primary music teachers and instrumental music teachers. The Department of Education and Training has established a partnership with a range of Arts organisations to support students in their chosen Arts specialisation. In addition there is an Artist in Residence partnership with Arts Queensland which places Artists in schools and kindergartens.

	South Australia
	The biennial DreamBIG Children’s Festival held since 1974 is a collaborative partnership between the education and arts sectors that promotes deeper engagement and greater participation in the arts. Up to 100,000 students from across the State engage in arts activities each festival.
The annual Public Primary School’s Music Festival provides opportunities for students to participate in more than 300 choirs, orchestras and performances.
A partnership between peak youth arts organisation, Carclew, and the Department for Education and Child Development provides for an artist in residence program to engage students and their teachers through collaboration and mentoring in the processes and approaches to teaching art and art making.

	Western Australia
	The Creative Education Partnerships: Artist-in-Residence Initiative (AiR) was an initiative of the Commonwealth Government through the Australia Council for the Arts.  Up to $30,000 per year was allocated for AiR projects delivered in Western Australian public schools.  The project at Banksia Hill Detention Centre School provided an opportunity for Aboriginal young people from across Western Australia who are held at Banksia Hill Detention Centre to engage with music.
The Western Australian Massed Choir Festival (previously the Western Australian Primary School Massed Choir Festival) was established in 1993 and receives annual funding of $28 600.  Since its inception, over 60,000 students representing over 200 Western Australian public primary schools have participated in this festival, reaching an audience of over 120,000.
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Migration Programme Outcome(1) 2015-16 - comparison with previous programme years - with Child category component
	Year
	Total Migration Programme
	Child Category

	2012-13
	190,000
	3,850

	2013-14
	190,000
	3,850

	2014-15
	189,097
	4,135

	2015-16
	189,770
	3,512

	Note 1: Figures on grants of permanent visas are Migration Program Outcomes.  Outcomes are the number of visas granted net of Business Skills visas cancelled under s134 of the Migration Act 1958 and net of places taken by partner visa holders who do not subsequently obtain permanent visas due to refusal or withdrawal.
Note 2: From 2015−16 the child category (excluding Orphan Relative visas) is no longer counted under the Family Stream of the managed Migration Programme, but will be delivered from outside the managed Migration Programme. This is in response to the Government’s commitment to reform and improve the processes relating to inter-country adoption.
	Note 3: The child category includes visas granted to children migrating separately. It does not include dependent children migrating with family on Skill or Family Stream visas.

	Note 4: Includes primary and secondary applicants.


Source: Department of Home Affairs (formerly Department of Immigration and Border Protection), 2017 (BE11151.01)

	

	

	

	

	

	Total Unaccompanied Humanitarian Minors Serviced Nationally

	

	Program Year
	The national total minors receiving services as at 30 June of the programme year

	
	

	2012-2013
	744

	2013-2014
	390

	2014-2015
	255

	2015-2016
	206

	2016-2017
	219
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	IMA Student Count by School Type and School Zone - FY 2016-2017 as at 11.08.2017

	Count of Student
	
	 
	 

	School Type
	Female
	Male
	Grand Total

	Metropolitan
	
	
	

	State School
	104
	103
	207

	State College
	4
	6
	10

	High School
	45
	74
	119

	Special School
	1
	2
	3

	Provincial City
	
	
	

	State School
	3
	1
	4

	High School
	1
	5
	6

	Special School
	
	1
	1

	Rural
	
	
	

	State School
	
	1
	1

	High School
	1
	
	1

	Grand Total
	159
	193
	352
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[bookmark: _Toc503853927]Children’s Courts
	Lodgments, criminal (a)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	
	NSW
	Vic
	Qld
	WA
	SA
	Tas
	ACT
	NT
	Aust cts
	Total

	Children’s courts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2015-16
	
	 10 511
	 23 688
	 12 190
	 6 349
	 4 159
	 1 109
	  273
	 2 293
	..
	 60 572

	
	2014-15
	
	 10 476
	 20 777
	 11 645
	 6 124
	 4 316
	 1 230
	  269
	 2 031
	..
	 56 868

	
	2013-14
	
	 9 881
	 19 951
	 12 000
	 6 414
	 5 088
	 1 305
	  338
	 2 128
	..
	 57 105

	
	2012-13
	
	 10 040
	 20 816
	 11 721
	 6 902
	 5 355
	 1 567
	  408
	 2 015
	..
	 58 824

	
	2011-12
	
	 10 572
	 19 747
	 12 306
	 7 163
	 5 967
	 2 130
	  527
	 1 840
	..
	 60 252

	
	2010-11
	
	 16 843
	 18 650
	 11 866
	 8 359
	 5 939
	 1 906
	  595
	 1 192
	..
	 65 350

	
	
	Finalisations, criminal (a)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	 
	 
	
	NSW
	Vic
	Qld
	WA (b)
	SA
	Tas
	ACT
	NT
	Aust cts
	Total

	Children’s courts
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2015-16
	
	 10 313
	 25 718
	 13 466
	 6 146
	 4 085
	 1 150
	  297
	 2 193
	..
	 63 368

	
	2014-15
	
	 10 478
	 21 472
	 11 920
	 6 403
	 4 747
	 1 217
	  276
	 2 097
	..
	 58 610

	
	2013-14
	
	 10 073
	 21 280
	 12 153
	 6 414
	 5 353
	 1 321
	  355
	 1 934
	..
	 58 883

	
	2012-13
	
	 9 995
	 21 965
	 12 526
	 6 801
	 5 400
	 1 733
	  467
	 2 102
	..
	 60 989

	
	2011-12
	
	 11 163
	 20 088
	 12 526
	 7 264
	 6 078
	 2 019
	  567
	 1 635
	..
	 61 340

	
	2010-11
	
	 16 572
	 20 126
	 12 426
	 8 439
	 6 301
	 2 076
	  618
	 1 254
	..
	 67 812

	 
	 
	 
	Lodgments, civil (a)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	NSW
	Vic
	Qld (b)
	WA
	SA
	Tas
	ACT
	NT
	Aust cts
	Total

	Children’s courts (j), (k)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	2015-16
	 
	 8 939
	 8 290
	 3 979
	 1 811
	 2 200
	  339
	  162
	  402
	..
	 26 122

	 
	2014-15
	 
	 8 820
	 7 672
	 3 570
	 2 085
	 1 623
	  292
	  148
	  433
	..
	 24 643

	 
	2013-14
	 
	 8 893
	 7 000
	 3 499
	 2 616
	 1 091
	  284
	  122
	  407
	..
	 23 912

	 
	2012-13
	 
	 8 767
	 6 354
	 3 951
	 3 058
	 1 231
	  389
	  106
	  355
	..
	 24 211

	 
	2011-12
	 
	 8 662
	 6 476
	 3 776
	 1 880
	 1 324
	  452
	  117
	  347
	..
	 23 034

	 
	2010-11
	 
	 9 383
	 5 707
	 3 959
	 1 617
	 1 199
	  418
	  158
	  328
	..
	 22 769

	
	
	
	Finalisations, civil (a)

	Children’s courts (e)
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	2015-16
	 
	 8 304
	 7 849
	 3 910
	 1 768
	 2 173
	  342
	  181
	  396
	..
	 24 923

	
	2014-15
	 
	 8 389
	 6 635
	 3 514
	 2 192
	 1 430
	  354
	  107
	  444
	..
	 23 065

	
	2013-14
	 
	 8 800
	 6 089
	 3 609
	 2 634
	 1 118
	  277
	  119
	  432
	..
	 23 078

	
	2012-13
	 
	 8 798
	 6 241
	 3 921
	 2 757
	 1 256
	  423
	  119
	  367
	..
	 23 882

	
	2011-12
	 
	 8 900
	 5 687
	 3 549
	 1 619
	 1 275
	  440
	  102
	  319
	..
	 21 891

	
	2010-11
	 
	 8 414
	 4 943
	 3 798
	 1 540
	 1 236
	  443
	  156
	  313
	..
	 20 843


Source: Productivity Commission. (2017). Report on Government Services 2017: Volume C, Chapter 7, Courts.  Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra. 

	Jurisdiction
	Measures to protect child witnesses/victims in proceedings

	Australian Capital Territory
	Chapter 2 of the Evidence (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1991 provides protections to children through allowing evidence (sworn or unsworn) to be given audio visual links and separate representation for the child.

	New South Wales
	The government established a Child Sexual Offence Evidence Pilot in 2015 to trial specialist measures to minimise the stress experienced by child complainants and witnesses in the criminal justice process, and reduce the duration of court proceedings. During the Pilot, which runs from March 2016 to March 2019, child complainants and prosecution witnesses in proceedings for child sexual assault offences will be able to: 
· pre-record their evidence in chief, cross examination and re-examination at an early stage in the proceedings, in the absence of a jury, and
· access an accredited witness intermediary during their investigatory interview and while giving evidence to facilitate communication. 
The New South Wales government also appointed two District Court judges with specific training in the management of child sexual assault matters. An independent evaluation of the outcomes of the Pilot will reveal how the measures assisted participating children.
Care proceedings and criminal proceedings involving children, whether as a defendant, victim or witness, are subject to statutory non-publication provisions to prevent the identification of a child involved in the proceedings.  Care proceedings and Children’s Court criminal proceedings are closed to the general public. In sexual assault proceedings, the complainant provides evidence via camera.  
Child victims of serious crimes are supported through the Witness Assistance Service of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and a witness intermediary scheme is also available for child witnesses.   
Child victims and witnesses under the age of 16 are entitled to give evidence by closed circuit television and evidence in chief can be obtained through a pre-recorded statement. 
Child victims can present a Victim Impact Statement to the court if they choose and they have an opportunity to participate in a Youth Justice Conference under the Young Offenders Act 1997 where a less serious offence has been committed by a child.  This provides the victim with an opportunity to explain the harm caused by the offender outside the court setting.  
Children who are the subject of care proceedings are not required to attend court but their views are expressed through a legal representative.

	Northern Territory
	According to the Evidence Act, children witnesses are vulnerable witnesses and therefore there are special measures in place to protect them and support them to give evidence in court. For example, they are allowed to have a support person in court with them and they are able to give evidence via video-link facilities. In criminal trials involving sexual or serious violence offences, a child’s evidence can be recorded in advance as well. Witness assistance service has also been funded to provide additional support to child witnesses and victims.

	Tasmania
	Tasmania has legislation that deals specifically with situations where a person with mental illness commits and offence – Criminal Justice (Mental Impairment) Act 1999 and section 16 of the Criminal Code Act 1924.
Tasmania has a separate Children’s Court.
The Evidence (Children and Special Witnesses) Act 2001 provides a number of procedures to protect child witnesses/victims in proceedings. These include:
· support person for child
· admission of prior statement of affected child
· special hearing to take and record childs evidence in full
· evidence of affected child by audio visual link, and
· some persons excluded from the Court room. 
The Witness Assistance Service (WAS) is part of the Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions and its purpose is to assist witnesses giving evidence for the State. The WAS can: 
· provide information about Court procedures and legal processes
· provide crisis counselling, debriefing from Court and referral to services in the community
· liaise between witnesses and DPP staff
· provide Court familiarisation tours
· attend meetings with witnesses and victims, and 
· assist in the preparation of victim impact statements.

	Victoria
	Proposed Reforms to the Criminal Procedure Act 2009 - the Victorian government has conducted consultation and investigation into proposed reforms to criminal procedures to reduce trauma experienced by victims of crime and reduce delay in the criminal justice system. The proposed reforms contain a specific focus on reducing delay, stress and trauma for victims of sexual offences who are children or persons with a cognitive impairment. The proposal is to remove the committal hearing where the complainant or a sexual offence is a child or person with a cognitive impairment to provide greater protection and use resources more efficiently. It is proposed to amend the Criminal Procedure Act to provide that where a proceeding relates (wholly or partly) to a charge for a sexual offence, and the complainant of the offence was a child or person with a cognitive impairment when the proceeding commenced, the Magistrates Court cannot grant leave to cross-examine the witness. The consultation is now closed and submissions are being used to provide advice to the Attorney-General regarding criminal procedure proposals. 
Visual and Audio Recording of Evidence (VARE) - if a child is deemed to be at risk of physical and /or sexual harm, and a criminal proceeding is likely, Victoria Police conduct Visual and Audio Recording of Evidence (VARE). The VARE is a formal video statement of the child’s evidence for criminal prosecution. It can be pre-recorded to reduce the number of times children are required to recount their evidence through the criminal justice process. Evidence-in-chief can be admitted in a VARE.
Child Witness Service - the Child Witness Service is a government program delivered by the Department of Justice and Regulation that offers specialised support and practical preparation to assist children and young people who are required to give evidence in court. The services helps children through the experience, reducing trauma and stress experienced by a witness. Child can provide evidence remotely to avoid the trauma of court.
A child victim can also make a victim impact statement to inform sentencing.
Crime (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be Tried) Act 1997 - following the decision of Justice Lasry in CL (a minor) v Tim Lee & Ors in November 2010, the Children’s Court was been unable to hear charges against young people if an issue was raised as to their fitness to plead. Instead, the matter had to be committed to the County Court to be dealt with in accordance with the Crimes (Mental Impairment and Unfitness to be Tried) Act 1997 (CMIA). Determination of fitness under the CMIA requires empanelment of two separate juries, and can take up to a year to resolve. 
Amendments were made to the CMIA in 2015 to create a new statutory regime for proceedings in the Children’s Court involving issues of mental impairment and/or unfitness to be tried as well as appeals from those proceedings. The amendments created a modified regime to that which applies to adults, with shorter time frames for hearing of matters, finite orders rather than indefinite, and for custodial orders that detain children in youth justice facilities.

	Western Australia
	The Evidence Act 1906 prescribes protections for young person’s participating in criminal, protection and restraining order proceedings to make the process less stressful and give opportunity for young people to be heard. These include restrictions on directly cross-examining young witnesses, visually recorded interviews, special hearings, video links or screen arrangements.
The Child Witness Service provides free emotional support and practical preparation for children who are to give evidence to a court. The children involved can be victims or witnesses to any criminal charge, in any court.
Section 106HA of the Western Australia Evidence Act 1906 allows for the visual recording of an interview with a child where they are a victim or a witness to a prescribed offence. This recording becomes the ‘evidence in chief’ of the child.  
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	Juvenile diversions as a proportion of offenders (per cent) (a)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	NSW (b)
	Vic (c)
	Qld
	WA (d) 
	SA 
	Tas
	ACT (e)
	NT (f)

	2008-09
	
	
	  51
	  40
	  47
	  47
	  52
	  61
	  47
	  41

	2009-10
	
	
	  57
	  39
	  47
	  47
	  52
	  58
	  42
	  42

	2010-11
	
	
	na
	  34
	  44
	  49
	  51
	  60
	  38
	  49

	2011-12
	
	
	na
	  31
	  39
	  50
	  47
	  61
	  40
	  35

	2012-13
	
	
	na
	  28
	  36
	  48
	  49
	  60
	  38
	  28

	2013-14
	
	
	na
	  26
	  35
	  47
	  53
	  58
	  40
	  39

	2014-15
	
	
	na
	  22
	  37
	  48
	  46
	  61
	  39
	  37

	2015-16
	 
	 
	na
	  19
	  36
	  49
	  52
	  63
	  53
	  36

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	(a) 
	Juvenile diversion is defined as the number of juveniles who would otherwise be proceeded against (that is, taken to court) but who are diverted by police as a proportion of all juvenile offenders formally dealt with by police. The term diverted includes diversions of offenders away from the courts by way of: community conference, diversionary conference, formal cautioning by police, family conferences and other diversionary programs (for example, to drug assessment/treatment). Offenders who would not normally be sent to court for the offence detected and are treated by police in a less formal manner (for example, issued warnings or infringement notices) are excluded.

	(b) 
	New South Wales is unable to provide juvenile diversion data under the Young Offenders Act.

	(c) 
	Historical data for Victoria differ from previous Reports as data are now compiled by the Crime Statistics Agency Victoria.

	(d) 
	Western Australia juvenile diversions include formal cautions, Drug Diversion/ Cannabis Intervention Requirement and referrals to Juvenile Justice Teams. Data for 2012-13 to 2014-15 have been revised.

	(e)
	In the ACT, the proportion of juvenile diversions has been calculated on total recorded police contacts with juveniles comprising juvenile cautions, referrals to diversionary conferencing, juveniles taken into protective custody and charges pertaining to juveniles.

	(f)
	The NT had an overall increase in apprehensions in 2013-14. A new data management system introduced in 2013-14 includes those conferenced, later failed and then referred to court. This data was previously unavailable. 

	na
	Not available.

	Source:  
	State and Territory governments (unpublished).


Source: Productivity Commission. (2017). Report on Government Services 2017: Volume C, Chapter 6, Police Services.  Commonwealth of Australia, Canberra. 

	Jurisdiction
	Diversionary Programs

	New South Wales
	The Justice Health Adolescent Health Service runs the Adolescent Court and Community Team (ACCT) which provides diversion services targeted at young people in the criminal justice system aged 12 to 18 years who have committed non-indictable offences. The clinicians based at court assess young people showing signs of possible mental illness or emerging mental disorder and prepare a report for the court outlining mental health issues and possible options for dealing with young people in custodial and community settings. If deemed appropriate by the court, the court clinicians liaise and facilitate diversion to appropriate treatment services in community settings.
Warnings, cautions and youth conferencing are pre-court diversion options available under the Young Offenders Act 1997. Police officers have discretion to issue a warning to a child for a minor offence or a caution for a range of indictable and summary offences for which a warning would not usually be appropriate. Mental illness is a prescribed condition for issuing cautions.  
For certain offences, children may be diverted to Youth Justice Conferences where a young offender (with the support of their family) is brought face-to-face with the victim to hear about the harm caused and to take responsibility for their actions.
Youth on Track is an early intervention scheme designed to coordinate services for 10-17 year olds who are at risk of long term involvement in the criminal justice system. Since it started in 2013, over 500 young people and their families have participated. The 2017 Social Outcomes Evaluation completed by the Cultural and Indigenous Research Centre of Australia showed significant reduction in the risk of offending, improved engagement with education, employment and the community, and improvements in positive peer relationships.
The New South Wales Government announced funding of $14.48 million as part of the 2016-17 Budget to continue in the current three sites and expand to three new sites.

	South Australia
	Police Drug Diversion Initiative (PDDI) - the PDDI diverts young people detected for simple possession drug offences including possession of cannabis, illicit drugs and some prescription drugs to a health intervention. There are no limits to the number of times a young person may be diverted. All young people detected in possession of drugs or equipment pursuant to paragraph 33L(1)(a) and subsection (2) and 18(3) of the Controlled Substances Act 1984 are diverted for assessment.

	Victoria
	The Children and Justice Legislation Amendment (Youth justice Reforms) Bill 2017 will create a tailored legislative basis for a diversion program in the Criminal Division of the Children’s Court that will allow children who have committed low-level offences to be diverted from the criminal justice system and address their offending behaviour before it escalates into persistent offending.
The Koori Youth Crime Prevention Grants support local partnerships to deliver a range of early intervention, prevention and diversion programs for Aboriginal youth aged between eight and 17 years and their families. The program is part of the Victorian government’s response to youth offending, particularly recidivist offending, tackling the issue through the proven strategy of strengthening the ability of communities to intervene early and divert young people from criminal behaviour.
Koori Youth Justice program is a community-based early intervention and prevention response, providing culturally safe support for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island young people that are at risk of entering, or re-entering, the criminal justice system. This includes one to one support for young people on statutory orders to strengthen their connection to community and engage in cultural activities as well as the delivery of cultural programs and youth focussed activities such as youth groups, dance groups and camping trips on country.
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Number of homeless children, Selected Characteristics (0-18 years of age)
	
	2006
	2011

	
	no.
	%
	Rate per 10,000 of the population
	no.
	%
	Rate per 10,000 of the population

	Age group (years)
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under 12
	15,715
	18
	50.5
	17,845
	17
	53.8

	12–18
	9,788
	11
	51.1
	10,913
	10
	55.9


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2012). Census of Population and Housing: Estimating homelessness, 2011. Cat No. 2049.0.  Table 1. 

Homeless Operational Groups And Other Marginal Housing, Number Of Persons–By Selected Characteristics–2011
	
	HOMELESS OPERATIONAL GROUP
	
	
	

	
	Persons who are in improvised dwellings, tents or sleeping out
	Persons in supported accommodation for the homeless
	Persons staying temporarily with other households
	Persons staying in boarding houses
	Persons in other temporary lodging
	Persons living in 'severely' crowded dwellings
	All homeless persons
	Persons living in other crowded dwellings
	Persons in other improvised dwellings
	Persons who are marginally housed in caravan parks

	
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.
	no.

	Age group (years)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Under 12
	402
	5,488
	1,698
	186
	0
	10,071
	17,845
	13,340
	670
	771

	12–18
	368
	3,016
	890
	483
	17
	6,139
	10,913
	9,043
	355
	465


Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics. (2012). Census of Population and Housing: Estimating homelessness, 2011. Cat No. 2049.0.  Table 8. 


Demographics accessing specialist homelessness services 2015–16
	Year
	2011-12
	 
	2012-13
	 
	2013-14
	 
	2014-15
	 
	2015-16

	 
	Client count
	 
	Client count
	 
	Client count
	 
	Client count
	 
	Client count

	Age group
	0-9
	10-14
	15-17
	18-19
	Total
	0-9
	10-14
	15-17
	18-19
	Total
	0-9
	10-14
	15-17
	18-19
	Total
	0-9
	10-14
	15-17
	18-19
	Total
	0-9
	10-14
	15-17
	18-19

	State / Territory

	Sex
	4,428
	1,613
	1,886
	1,534
	9,461
	4,274
	1,363
	1,812
	1,498
	 
	4,348
	1,380
	1,767
	1,524
	 
	4,080
	1,363
	1,772
	1,407
	 
	5,813
	2,228
	2,534
	1,888

	NSW
	M
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	8,948
	
	
	
	
	9,020
	
	
	
	
	8,623
	
	
	
	

	
	F
	4,241
	1,585
	2,753
	2,338
	10,917
	4,135
	1,475
	2,688
	2,233
	10,532
	4,302
	1,477
	2,697
	2,302
	10,777
	3,820
	1,468
	2,493
	2,052
	9,833
	5,481
	2,297
	3,325
	2,506

	Vic
	M
	4,920
	1,722
	1,521
	1,700
	9,863
	4,757
	1,584
	1,537
	1,813
	20,223
	6,134
	2,228
	1,714
	1,795
	22,649
	6,618
	2,522
	1,656
	1,753
	22,382
	6,981
	2,620
	1,763
	1,624

	
	F
	4,605
	1,808
	2,382
	2,829
	11,624
	4,236
	1,658
	2,187
	2,939
	20,711
	5,669
	2,055
	2,267
	2,952
	24,815
	6,369
	2,330
	2,216
	2,793
	26,256
	6,521
	2,505
	2,252
	2,716

	Qld
	M
	4,937
	1,445
	1,206
	835
	8,422
	5,080
	1,564
	1,176
	888
	19,728
	5,258
	1,626
	1,179
	912
	21,917
	5,239
	1,602
	1,140
	859
	22,547
	4,932
	1,541
	1,091
	807

	
	F
	4,656
	1,578
	1,575
	1,138
	8,947
	4,826
	1,566
	1,632
	1,216
	17,947
	4,888
	1,671
	1,529
	1,253
	18,316
	4,909
	1,638
	1,505
	1,186
	18,077
	4,615
	1,528
	1,459
	1,074

	WA
	M
	2,222
	808
	501
	332
	3,863
	1,904
	585
	384
	287
	12,399
	1,977
	618
	382
	312
	12,631
	2,031
	635
	369
	296
	12,570
	2,240
	698
	376
	304

	
	F
	2,322
	814
	649
	590
	4,375
	2,052
	695
	540
	554
	7,000
	1,949
	654
	554
	556
	7,002
	2,063
	661
	616
	559
	7,232
	2,207
	759
	648
	509

	SA
	M
	1,879
	619
	553
	451
	3,502
	1,858
	614
	586
	489
	7,387
	1,796
	580
	506
	501
	7,095
	1,510
	510
	425
	500
	6,846
	1,540
	551
	466
	434

	
	F
	1,752
	606
	803
	750
	3,910
	1,814
	658
	904
	780
	7,702
	1,722
	619
	859
	779
	7,361
	1,523
	564
	750
	786
	6,569
	1,432
	550
	733
	728

	Tas
	M
	597
	167
	221
	181
	1,165
	415
	142
	198
	172
	5,083
	474
	148
	180
	207
	4,987
	621
	194
	230
	205
	4,874
	834
	292
	243
	224

	
	F
	509
	193
	335
	239
	1,276
	346
	142
	273
	252
	1,941
	428
	135
	296
	291
	2,158
	575
	180
	289
	295
	2,589
	766
	282
	359
	256

	ACT
	M
	416
	110
	206
	156
	888
	343
	92
	176
	161
	1,785
	368
	108
	136
	154
	1,916
	332
	95
	121
	139
	2,025
	334
	102
	117
	113

	
	F
	368
	145
	269
	281
	1,063
	339
	118
	234
	238
	1,702
	369
	110
	190
	214
	1,648
	333
	88
	200
	194
	1,501
	348
	109
	187
	169

	NT
	M
	740
	189
	114
	79
	1,122
	738
	241
	126
	82
	2,117
	784
	192
	123
	75
	2,056
	911
	219
	129
	98
	2,172
	953
	260
	167
	147

	
	F
	719
	247
	288
	210
	1,464
	744
	259
	284
	216
	2,690
	761
	274
	255
	222
	2,686
	829
	299
	271
	203
	2,959
	881
	313
	314
	206

	National
	M
	 
	 
	 
	 
	38,287
	 
	 
	 
	 
	68,722
	 
	 
	 
	 
	73,250
	 
	 
	 
	 
	73,414
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	F
	 
	 
	 
	 
	43,577
	 
	 
	 
	 
	70,224
	 
	 
	 
	 
	74,763
	 
	 
	 
	 
	75,017
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Total
	 
	 
	 
	 
	81,863
	 
	 
	 
	 
	147,894
	 
	 
	 
	 
	157,032
	 
	 
	 
	 
	157,054
	 
	 
	 
	 


Source: Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2016). ‘Specialist homelessness services 2015–16’. Specialist Homelessness Services Collection (SHSC) data cubes – Demographics national cube metadata. [online]. Available at https://www.aihw.gov.au/reports/homelessness-services/shsc-data-cubes/contents/data-cubes [Accessed 27 Nov 2017].
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	Programs to address homelessness among children and young people

	Commonwealth
	National Affordable Housing Agreement - the Australian Government will provide$1.3 billion per annum to states and territories. 
National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness 2015-17 - the Australian Government will provide a maximum financial contribution to the States of up to $117 million.
National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness 2015-17 - the Australian Government provided a financial contribution to the States of up to $230 million ($115 million per year), prioritising women and children experiencing domestic and family violence and young people.
2017-18 Transitional National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness - the Australian Government will provide a financial contribution to the States of $117.2 million, prioritising women and children experiencing domestic and family violence and young people.
Reconnect - the Australian Government will invest approximately $25 million per annum for the Reconnect program which assists young people who are homeless, or at risk of homelessness.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Social Housing and Homelessness Services is responsible for the development of policy initiatives and the delivery of homelessness, community housing and related services to the Australian Capital Territory community. The Australian Capital Territory government is committed to these and a range of other targets under the National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness. It allocates around $20m each year to provide specialist homelessness services to those people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Around $4.8m of these funds are specifically dedicated to the following services to address youth homelessness:
· Friendly Landlord Service – supports young people to engage with the private rental market by helping them to sustain tenancies, advocacy work on their behalf, provide mentorships and life skills
· Youth Identified Accommodation and Support Program – rental assistance and case management to young people to reside with a support family of their choice
· Our Place  provides shared accommodation for young people who are either studying or employed. Our Place offers support to further young people’s careers and gain independence, with a goal to transition into affordable, private accommodation
· Family Tree House provides crisis mediation focussed on resolving family conflict and keeping young people at home if safe to do so, including crisis support, mediation, outreach, warm referral and action plans
· Youth Emergency Accommodation Network (YEAN) - provides supported emergency accommodation within a case management framework through four housing clusters (each with 3 houses) including 24/7 staffing for crisis support
· Young Parents Accommodation Support Program – provides supported accommodation outreach and tenancy management support for young parents (16-25) with children 
· Take Hold – provides Mentoring and Living Skills training for young people including individual advocacy and warm referral and support to access/maintain tenancies, and 
· Gugan Gulwan Youth Aboriginal Corporation – provides outreach and case management to young Indigenous people experiencing or at risk of homelessness.

	New South Wales
	The New South Wales government is committed to reducing homelessness and is taking a holistic approach to tackling homelessness and the factors that contribute to it. In 2016-17, the Department of Families and Community Services (FACS) will allocate up to $59 million to youth homelessness services and initiatives.
Youth Private Rental Subsidy - Under the subsidy, young people pay rent starting at 25 per cent of their income. As their capacity to pay market rent increases, the amount paid by the government tapers off.  The subsidy is available for up to three years. The Subsidy is offered in Hunter New England, Tamworth, Newcastle, Penrith/Blue Mountains, Orange/Bathurst, Wagga, Central Coast, South East Sydney and Queanbeyan.
Premier’s Youth Initiative - $40 million over four years will be invested for the Premier’s Youth Initiative pilot, a new approach that supports vulnerable young people leaving out-of-home care with the aim of diverting this group from entering the homelessness service system. Young people will be provided with a combination of personal advice, education and employment mentoring, transitional accommodation support and long-term accommodation to help them transition to independence.
Homeless Youth Assistance Program - the HYAP funds 17 non-government organisations under 19 service packages to provide targeted and holistic responses to help unaccompanied children and young people, aged 12 to 15 years, who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. These services provide integrated support and accommodation with the aim of reunifying children and young people with their families and broader support networks, where appropriate, or enabling them to transition to appropriate longer-term supported accommodation.
Specialist Homelessness Services Program - the specialist homelessness services system incorporates 158 services across New South Wales, and focuses on people known to be most at risk of homelessness. This includes rough sleepers, young people leaving care, people with mental health issues and people living in unsafe conditions. Specialist homelessness services work in partnership with housing providers and other service providers, such as those delivering drug and alcohol, domestic violence and mental health programs. These collaborations help people at risk of becoming homeless to stay housed and those already homeless to find and keep a home. A further 27 Service Support Fund services across New South Wales deliver programs complementing the specialist homelessness services and the wider approach to reducing homelessness.

	Northern Territory
	Under the NPAH, the Northern Territory provides support to homeless individuals through a mix of crisis and short term accommodation, managed and supported accommodation and tenancy support programs to people who are at risk of, or who are experiencing homelessness. 
In 2016/17, approximately $22.8 million in funding was provided to housing and homelessness services in the Northern Territory. Of the $22.8 million, approximately $6 million or 26% of overall funding was allocated specifically for children, young people and families who require support due to homelessness or risk of homelessness. 
Most recent data shows that in 2015/16, 20% of people assisted by Northern Territory homelessness services were children 0-9 years and 23% of people assisted were young people aged 9-24 years.
Youth Housing and Advocacy Program - the Youth Housing and Advocacy Program provide transitional accommodation with case management to young people and young families. Case management is based on a holistic approach aiming to stabilise the young person’s situation so they can focus on longer term goals.
Youth Accommodation - these services provide crisis, short and medium term and transitional accommodation with case management for youth. The service provides an integrated complimentary suite of responses with a focus on direct service provision to homeless and at risk young people who are single, couples or those with children. Services include: 
· Katherine Youth Accommodation Support Service (KYASS)
· Crisis Youth Refuge (ASYASS Youth Refuge)
· Youth Accommodation & Support Service - Darwin (YASS DWN)
· Youth Accommodation & Support Service - Palmerston & Rural (YASS-PR)
· Youth Housing Options & Pathways Program (YHOPP)
· CASY House
· Spin 180 Youth Homelessness Program, and
· Youth outreach Tennant Creek.
Alice Springs Youth Accommodation and Support Services provide accommodation and case management services to young people who are homeless, or are at risk of homelessness. The three main programs offered by ASYASS include Ampe Akweke, the Crisis Youth Refuge and the Youth Housing and Advocacy Program (YHAP).
Assistance for people leaving correctional services works with youth detainees and adult prisoners who are due for release within three months and want to re‑integrate back into the Darwin and Alice Springs communities. After an individual has been released the service continues to provide case management while re-establishing themselves in the community with a focus on housing, life skills, training, employment, health family relationships, drug and alcohol misuse and social inclusion. This can reduce the likelihood of re-offending.
Young people leaving care program provides advocacy, support and brokerage for young people who are leaving, or have left out of home care. The priority is to maximise a successful transition to independence and connection to the community.

	Queensland
	Queensland is implementing a reform agenda to reduce homelessness, under the auspices of the NPAH and the NAHA. Initiatives under these Agreements aim to improve the pathways from homelessness to safe and secure housing. Support for people experiencing or at risk of homelessness is delivered through specialist homelessness services and frontline services addressing homelessness across a range of human services, including health, communities, child safety, disability and corrective services.
Through a joint Australian and Queensland government investment of $114.84 million, the 2015 to 2017 NPAH delivered existing and new homelessness initiatives with a priority on services for women and children experiencing domestic and family violence and young people and children who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. This support and priorities have continued with joint Australian and Queensland government funding of $68.836 million for 2017-18 under the Transitional National Partnership Agreement on Homelessness.
Queensland is committed to person-centred responses in its delivery of services for people who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Under the Queensland Housing Strategy 2017-2027, Queensland will offer more early intervention and prevention services so people get help before they reach crisis point, with a focus on women and children experiencing domestic and family violence and young people. This includes improved access to safe and secure housing options for highly vulnerable young people exiting from out-of-home care and institutional settings to support their transition to independence.
The Queensland Homelessness Information Platform (QHIP) includes the Common Homelessness Assessment and Referral Tool (CHART) and the Vacancy Capacity Management System (VCMS). QHIP helps manage demand for homelessness services by supporting clients to access appropriate services based on a consistent assessment, referral and prioritisation process ensuring clients gain access to services without repeating their story to multiple providers. Specialist homelessness services funded by the Department of Housing and Public Works and selected violence prevention services funded by the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services are required to use QHIP. QHIP is only available to registered users.
Mobile support services for women and children experiencing domestic and family violence - this initiative provides contemporary and integrated models of mobile support, using intensive case management and ongoing risk assessment. The target group is women and children, with a focus on Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women and children, who are experiencing domestic and family violence who remain in their home, but are at risk of becoming homeless, or have found alternative temporary accommodation. These services will assist women and children to secure and maintain sustainable housing.
The Logan Youth Foyer provides supported housing to young people, aged 16 to 25 years, who are engaged or were recently engaged in full time education or employment, which is compromised by homelessness or the risk of becoming homeless; and are able to live independently with support. The Logan Youth Foyer adopts a case management approach to provide young people with stable housing and supports them to re-engage with and achieve education and training outcomes, increase their capacity to live independently and build connections with their family, where possible, and their local community. 
Mobile youth support workers specialised in homelessness support will use a case management approach to engage with young people, including those who are sleeping rough, couch surfing or living at home. These support workers will work with the young people and their families, where appropriate, to resolve the issues that are putting them at risk of homelessness.
Youth Housing and Reintegration Services (YHARS) help young people who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. They provide support, financial help, and access to different accommodation options.
YHARS is made up of two services:
· YHARS Support—provided in six locations (Hervey Bay/Maryborough, Inala, Mount Isa, Rockhampton, Toowoomba and Townsville), and
· After Care Service—available across Qld.

	South Australia
	The Homelessness Supportive Housing Program provides accommodation and support to vulnerable homeless people. Housing South Australia and community housing providers (CHPs) manage properties in the program. Support is provided by Specialist Homelessness Services (SHS) and other non-government organisations:
· Housing Assistance for young people exiting guardianship of the minister
· Operational Protocol in place between South Australian Department for Child Protection and South Australian Department for Communities and Social Inclusion, and
· Transition to Independence support in place for children leaving care (child protection).
Under the NPAH and NAHA, South Australia has committed to providing a range of frontline homelessness services, including the provision of youth specific crisis and support services for young people between the ages of 15 and 25 years. South Australia currently has 17 youth-specific services. It has eight ‘Youth Homelessness Services’, including one Aboriginal Youth Homelessness Service, which are located across metropolitan Adelaide and in regional areas. In regions without a specialist youth service, young people can access support and accommodation through generic or other specialist homelessness services.
In 2017-18, the youth homelessness sector will receive $18.6 million from the NPAH and the NAHA. Services to reduce youth homelessness include:
Schools Assertive Outreach - this is an Adelaide-wide program that provides early intervention and assertive outreach to young people in metropolitan schools at risk of homelessness, to maintain connections with family, schools and community, to prevent homelessness. The program, which is delivered by Centacare, utilises strength based support and intervention practices that focus on the young person within the context of family and school environments.
The Therapeutic Youth Service provides housing and onsite and outreach support and counselling to young people aged 12 to 17, who are at risk of homelessness but have the potential for family reunification. Support is focused on reunification or the establishment of independent living skills. Delivered by Uniting Communities, the service operates across metropolitan Adelaide and in Mount Gambier.
Ladder St Vincent Street - located in Port Adelaide, Ladder St Vincent Street offers long-term supported housing to people aged 16 to 21 who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Delivered by St John’s Youth Services, the program provides young people with housing, onsite support and mentoring to link with training, education and employment opportunities, and long-term sustainable housing options. This initiative has been implemented in partnership with Ladder, a joint initiative of the AFL Players’ Association and AFL Foundation to tackle youth homelessness.
Youth 110, an intensive supported accommodation service delivered by St John’s Youth Services, provides crisis accommodation and support to young people aged 15 to 24. The Youth Crisis Accommodation component includes 30 purpose built self-contained apartments with 24/7 support, providing a housing first response to highly vulnerable young people experiencing homelessness. The length of client stay is dependent on individual client needs and case planning. An outreach program provides short-term outreach support to young people who have moved from crisis accommodation into stable accommodation with ongoing support. Youth 110 is situated within the UNO complex - an innovative inner-city building that also incorporates home ownership and affordable housing.
The Youth Gateway Service is a specialist shopfront and telephone based service that provides access to the Specialist Homelessness Service sector for young people (aged 15 to 24) who are homeless or at risk of homelessness. Delivered by the Service to Youth Council, the service provides face-to-face and over-the-phone information, counselling, intake assessment and supported referrals to crisis accommodation, regional specialist youth homelessness services and mainstream services.
Young Family Support Program - delivered by Centacare, this program supports pregnant or parenting young women and their children, who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless. A holistic approach is utilised that integrates accommodation with personal support, life and parent skills, employment and training, as well as facilitating engagement with the community. Case management support and accommodation is provided at three sites: Louise Place (18 years and under); Malvern Place (25 years and under); and Coolock House (25 years and under).
Youth Justice - Integrated Housing Exits Program - this program offers housing and support outcomes for young people aged 16 years and over who are transitioning from custodial institutions. Young people are provided housing under a 12 month lease within the closest location to the community of their choice. A case management and counselling response is provided to develop independent living skills and reduce the likelihood of re-offending.

	Tasmania
	The primary response for Tasmania is to rapidly assist vulnerable people into secure homes with the support they need. 
Housing Connect is Tasmania’s integrated service model that provides a triaged response and rapid assistance to all vulnerable households seeking homelessness support – including youth and victims of family violence. Housing Connect workers provide direct support to clients exiting out of crisis from emergency shelters and supported accommodation facilities into secure homes. Support is tenure neutral and tailored – from a light touch to more intensive support – and it is ‘floating’ so that support does not end if a client’s housing circumstances change. Support is provided for the duration of need in order to sustain tenancies to prevent instances of repeat homelessness.  Five supported accommodation facilities have been developed to provide ‘street to home’ accommodation for people experiencing, or at risk of, homelessness. These include a dedicated youth facility that connects residents into training and employment. 
Youth Head Lease Program is designed to rapidly rehouse vulnerable or homeless youth who can live independently with support available from Housing Connect. The program is on hold pending the outcome of other rapid rehousing initiatives in Tasmania and similar youth-oriented programs in other states.
Youth at Risk Response Centre - $1.4 million is committed to the development of a dedicated Youth at Risk Response Centre. This centre will provide a foundation to break the cycle experienced by young people who have come to the attention of children and youth services and the justice system. The facility will combine a drop-in centre and short-term supported therapeutic accommodation. Construction is underway.
The Youth Castles program will invest $400 000 to trial the provision of smaller homes (youth castles) to help lessen the burden of the responsibility of a whole house. The program will help young people transition to independent living, especially those who have come to the attention of children and youth services and the justice system. A pilot implementation of six units has been completed.
Backyard Units for Young People - Tasmania will trial the delivery of demountable backyard units to accommodate young people so they can stay in the family home. The purpose of the backyard units is to reduce the intensity of family stress and growing independence that can lead to young people grappling with the decision to transition to independent living or to stay at home. These circumstances can result in young people exiting the family home into homelessness. Depending on the level of funding provided to this initiative, around 40 units could be delivered.‘ The program will commence in 2017-18, with a revised target of 20 units.

	Victoria
	Homelessness responses for young people include crisis, transitional and youth foyer support and accommodation, life skills training, assistance to find and maintain private rental accommodation, support to access and maintain education, employment and training, support for young people leaving care, family reconciliation services, access to specialist drug and mental health services and support for young parents.	
Through the NPAH, Victoria is investing in effective ways to address youth homelessness. This includes youth homelessness services that focus on education, employment and social connections so young people can be independent and achieve fulfilled lives.
Early intervention: Detour provides support and accommodation options to young people, working with schools and Centrelink to ensure early identification of young people at risk of homelessness. It connects young people to their families and community, and helps them engage with education, training and employment. 
Victoria provides a range of support services to prevent young people from being entrenched in homelessness. These services include:
· strengthened youth homeless crisis responses that focus on early intervention, family reconciliation and young people’s wellbeing. Services to address drug and alcohol and mental health issues
· family reconciliation programs to work with young people to address conflict between young people and their families, with a focus on healing and restoring relationships, and
· employment, education and training supports provided in youth foyers and foyer-like services.
Homeless Children’s Specialist Support Service (CSSS) - Victoria also provides a range of services for children to minimise the impact of homelessness and ensure children meet their developmental milestones. CSSS provide a suite of support to children and families including case management, therapeutic group work and flexible brokerage to enhance education and social opportunities for children experiencing homelessness.
Family Reconciliation Initiative - the Family Reconciliation Initiative is an early intervention program that aims to prevent young people from entering into a cycle of homelessness as a result of family breakdown. The FRI program provides support and assistance to young people aged 16 to 18 years who are assessed as at risk of imminent homelessness due to issues of family conflict.
Youth Foyer - Youth Foyers provide integrated accommodation and support to promote sustainable education, employment and housing outcomes for young people who are at risk of, or experiencing, homelessness. Services work with young people between the ages of 16-25, who have the capacity to engage with education and training, but are prevented from doing so due to a range of structural and other barriers, including lack of support, lack of understanding of services and a lack of connectedness.
Young People Leaving Care Housing and Support Initiative - Young People Leaving Care Housing and Support Initiative is a DHHS housing program that provides support for young people transitioning from out-of-home care who are at risk of homelessness, with nomination rights to a limited number of transitional housing places. The target group is young people on Care by Secretary Order or Long Term Care Order in out-of-home care at risk of homelessness at cessation of their orders.
Aboriginal Leaving Care - Aboriginal Leaving Care aims to provide culturally appropriate support for Aboriginal young people transitioning from out-of-home care, including kinship care from 16 to 21 years of age.
The service has flexibility to respond to exceptional circumstances where Aboriginal young people:
· require support to transition from kinship care arrangements and they are not subject to an order, and
· are outside the 16-21 years age range and are no longer involved with child protection, but still require assistance.
Homelessness Youth Dual Diagnosis Initiative (HYDDI) is a cross-government program which aims to assist young people accessing homelessness services who also present with drug and alcohol use and emerging mental health issues. The HYDDI is based on an in-reach model and dual diagnosis clinicians employed by area mental health services are co-located in youth crisis homelessness services. The clinicians provide a range of support including therapeutic interventions, co‑case management. They also facilitate access to mental health and drug & alcohol treatment services.

	Western Australia
	Western Australian initiatives to respond to homelessness are managed by the Department for Child Protection and Family Support. Funding is provided through the NAHA and the NPAH.
The Street to Home program represents a comprehensive multiagency response towards addressing the needs of rough sleepers. Overall the Street to Home model comprises four integrated elements: acute homeless night shelters, assertive outreach, mobile clinical outreach and housing support. The Street to Home program operates in the inner city areas of both Perth and Fremantle.
The Young Women Leaving Child Protection Service provides young women and young mothers leaving care, with supported accommodation. It works to develop independent living skills, and refers to a range of specialist services to enable clients to live independently. The program provides access to education, training and employment, as well as counselling, mediation, family support and parenting support services. The program aims to intervene early and equip young women to successfully transition from care to independent stable long term accommodation
The Support for Children in Homeless Families program provides support to children who are accompanying their parents in specialist homelessness accommodation services and assists them in addressing issues associated with their homelessness.
Foyer Oxford is a partnership between Foundation Housing Ltd, Anglicare WA, and the Central Institute of Technology, with operational funding provided by the Department for Child Protection and Family Support and BHP Billiton. Foyer Oxford provides at-risk young people aged 16 to 25, with supported accommodation, access to education and case management to break their cycle of homelessness, and transition to sustainable independent living.
At Risk Youth Accommodation provides accommodation for young people ranging from 14 to 17 years. This service provides overnight accommodation for young people and also provides two meals and laundry facilities. This service targets young people where no other appropriate accommodation options are available and the young person has limited engagement with other services.
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[bookmark: _Toc503853931]General Measures of Implementation
	Jurisdiction
	Coordinating Body or Mechanism to implement the OPSC

	Commonwealth
	AFP Child Protection Operations Team (CPO) – investigates child sex tourism offences.
Attorney-General’s Department (as the Australian Central Authority under the Hague Convention on Protection of Children and Co-operation in respect of Intercountry Adoption (Hague Convention)) - ensures Australia meets its obligations under that Convention.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Australian Capital Territory Policing Sexual Assault and Child Abuse Team (SACAT) investigates child sexual offences. 
Child Sex Offenders Registry Team (CSORT) is responsible for monitoring sex offenders within the ACT.

	New South Wales
	Department of Justice (including Corrective Service New South Wales and Juvenile Justice) and the New South Wales Police Force
The Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) and New South Wales Police undertake joint investigations into child-protection matters through Joint Investigative Response Teams (JIRT). The JIRT program accepts, investigates and assesses reports of significant harm involving allegations of child sexual abuse, including allegations that children and young people are forced into activities for the production and distribution of child pornography. These matters are then investigated by New South Wales Police. 
FACS and New South Wales Police have established a cross-agency project to identify young people in residential care at risk of or currently being sexually exploited, in order to protect them from risk of further harm. 

	Northern Territory
	Domestic and Family Command has been established and has primacy for all youth offence matters. 
Domestic and Family Violence Command – comprising Sex Crimes Division and Child Abuse Taskforce (CAT). The Child Sex Offender registry is also housed within this Command. 

	Queensland
	In accordance with the Child Protection Act 1999, if the Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services (DCCSDS) receives a report of alleged harm to a child that may constitute a criminal offence, the DCCSDS refers it immediately to the Queensland Police Service and may work closely with them to investigate the allegation.       

	South Australia
	Commissioner for Victims’ Rights South Australia (SA) collaborates with State, Territory and Federal agencies and organisations that help victims      

	Tasmania
	Fraud and e-Crime Investigation Services (FeCIS) located in the Serious Organised Crime Division, conduct investigations targeting Tasmanians who access, download and share child exploitation material online. FeCIS work closely in joint operations with the Australian Federal Police (AFP) in this area.

	Victoria
	Victoria Police has specialist squads and organizational structures dedicated to preventing, detecting and prosecuting sexual offences against children. These include the Sexual Crimes Squad, the Sex Offender Registry, which monitors registered sex offenders under the Sex Offenders Registration Act 2004 (Vic), and the Sexual Offences and Child Abuse Investigation Teams     

	Western Australia
	Department for Child Protection, the Western Australia Police Child Abuse Squad, and the Child Assessment and Interview Team (CAIT)      


[bookmark: _Toc503853932]Data
	Jurisdiction
	Data collection and Research 

	Commonwealth
	Australian Federal Police Operational Reporting System provides data on investigations that appear to involve children from a human trafficking perspective.
Australian Institute of Criminology conducts research into a broad range of criminal activity involving children, including child sex offenders, child pornography sentencing, the online behaviour of sex offenders and online child grooming   

	Australian Capital Territory
	Australian Capital Territory maintains the Child Sex Offenders Register which is a database of individuals convicted of Category 1 & 2 child sexual offences.

	New South Wales
	There is no single ‘child prostitution’ offence. The New South Wales Bureau of Crime and Statistics Research (BOSCAR) collect data in this area and separately count incidents of child sexual and indecent assaults, grooming/procuring, and dissemination of child pornography.
Victims Services, a part of the New South Wales Department of Justice, maintains the Victims of Crime Clearinghouse; an online database of journal articles, reports, papers, books and other publications focusing on victims of crime—including child and sexual abuse victims.

	Northern Territory
	The Northern Territory Police, through the Family and Domestic Violence Command records investigation, offence and intelligence data and holdings for offences against children. This is in addition to data in relation to offences, prosecutions and court outcomes which is vested with Attorney General and Justice.

	Queensland
	The Queensland Police Service records and manages all investigations related to child sexual offending through the Queensland Police Records and Information Management Exchange (QPRIME). All statistics relevant to online child sexual offending may be accessed through QPRIME upon request. 
The Queensland Violence against Women Prevention Plan 2016-22 includes actions to build the evidence base about the nature of violence against women (including forced and/or underage marriage, human trafficking and sexual assault) and what works to prevent it.        
In 2016, the Queensland government established the Queensland Sentencing Advisory Council (QSAC), to advise on sentencing issues.  The QSAC recently released its first report on ‘The classification of child exploitation materials for sentencing purposes’.
In 2017-18, the Queensland government will establish a dedicated Crime Statistics and Research Unit, which will undertake criminal justice research and data analysis.          

	Tasmania
	Tasmania Police has a central e-Crime unit, which investigates incidents of child pornography. Victims of Crimes Units are located in each geographical police district, which investigate matters regarding child prostitution. Other information is obtained through intelligence databases and reports from the public.

	Victoria
	Victoria Police maintains an intelligence database of individuals or organized groups involved in child pornography, prostitution and sexual assault     
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	Jurisdiction
	Measures to prevent the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

	Commonwealth
	My Blue Sky (Anti-Slavery Australia, $355,393, 2014-2017) – A comprehensive online resource dedicated to preventing and addressing forced marriage. The website contains information, resources, and links to support services for vulnerable people, as well as teachers, health professionals and other service providers. My Blue Sky also includes a national helpline and free confidential legal advice service offered primarily by text message and email for people in, or at risk of, forced marriage.
Australian Catholic Religious Against Trafficking in Humans ($61,000, 2014‑2017) – A pilot curriculum project and resource kit for teachers, school support staff and students in nine government and Catholic secondary schools across three states. The pilot project led to multiple forced marriage referrals to the AFP. 
The Australian Muslim Women’s Centre for Human Rights ($69,532, 2014‑2017) – A multi-layered community education and training program aimed at increasing the capacity of frontline welfare organisations in vulnerable communities to recognise and respond appropriately to forced marriage. The program included training for more than 100 frontline service providers and law enforcement officials, as well as focus groups with young women and mothers. 

	New South Wales
	In New South Wales the Child Protection (Working with Children) Act 2012 identifies a range of offences relating to child trafficking, exploitation and pornography that result in the automatic disqualification of an individual from engaging in child related work in a paid or voluntary capacity. This includes the following offences under the New South Wales Crimes Act 1900- sections 86, 87, 91D, 91E, 91F, 91G, 91H, 91J, 91K, 91L, 91M, 578B. 
The Department of Family and Community Services (FACS) Child Protection Helpline receives and assesses information involving allegations of the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. FACS responds to reports that meet the risk of significant harm threshold by assessing the risk and safety of the child or young person and determining what intervention may be required. Intervention can include FACS taking legal action to remove children to ensure the safety and wellbeing for children and young people who are not able to live at home safely.
FACS and New South Wales Police have established a cross-agency project to identify young people in residential care at risk of or currently being sexually exploited, in order to protect them from risk of further harm. 
FACS and New South Wales Police also undertake joint investigations into child-protection matters through Joint Investigative Response Teams (JIRT). The JIRT program accepts, investigates and assesses reports of significant harm involving allegations of child sexual abuse, including allegations that children and young people are forced into activities for the production and distribution of child pornography. These matters are then investigated by New South Wales Police. 

	Queensland
	The Queensland Police Service (QPS) has participated in the ‘Out of the Dark‘ expo, an initiative led by the Queensland Family and Child Commission to improve online safety for children, young people and their families. This event provides education and access to strategies for young people and their families to stay safe online. Taskforce Argos has supported and driven specific campaigns and programs (e.g. ‘Your Selfie‘ and ‘Who’s Chatting to Your Kids‘) to provide awareness and advice to parents and children regarding safety strategies when accessing the Internet, web cams and mobile phones. 
Department of Communities, Child Safety and Disability Services (DCCSDS) provides funding to the National Association for Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect INC. to deliver the Play Your Part Program. The program aims to prevent child abuse through the provision of statewide sector training and resources that strengthen and support increased knowledge and awareness in the community to help protect children.
Section 229FA of the Queensland Criminal Code Act 1899 (Criminal Code) provides that a person who obtains prostitution from a person who is not an adult commits a crime.  The maximum penalty is 7 years imprisonment prising to 14 years imprisonment if the child is under the age of 16 years (ie, the standard age of consent).
Section 229L of the Criminal Code provides a person who allows a child to be at palace used for the purposes of prostitution by 2 of more prostitutes commit a crime.  The maximum penalty is 14 years imprisonment.

	Tasmania
	In 2013, 22 Tasmania Police officers received training to conduct ThinkUKnow Australian Federal Police Child Cyber Safety training. In 2017 there is the opportunity for additional Tasmania Police officers to be trained in the ThinkUKnow program. 
In each Recruit Training Course, Tasmania Police recruits receive training in referral of child safety issues to specialist units.
Tasmania Police uses social media, such as Facebook, to raise awareness of child safety issues and deliver key prevention messages to the community.
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[bookmark: _Toc503853935]Investigation and Prosecution 
Type of AFP investigation by financial year 
	AFP Investigations
	2013/14  FY
	2014/15  FY
	2015/16 FY
	2016/17 FY

	Forced marriage
	11
	33
	69
	70

	Sexual exploitation
	31
	34
	39
	20

	Labour exploitation
	22
	33
	36
	38

	Child trafficking
	2
	11
	10
	6

	Trafficking
	2
	4
	13
	10

	Other
	2
	4
	2
	6

	Total
	70
	119
	169
	150



Convictions, by Criminal Code provision, 2004-16
	
	270.3(1)
Slavery
	270.3(2)
Slavery
	270.6(1)
Sexual servitude
	270.6(2)
Sexual servitude
	271.2(1B)
Trafficking in persons
	271.2(2B)
Trafficking in persons
	271.4(1)
Trafficking in children
	271.8(1)
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[bookmark: _Toc503853936]Age of consent
	Jurisdiction
	Summary of age limits that apply to relevant offences 

	Commonwealth
	Criminal Code Relating to Division 273, child abuse material/child pornography material per s 473.1 means material that depicts a person, or a representation of a person who is or appears to be under the age of 18 or is or is implied to be under the age of 18. 
Offences relating to children under the age of 16:
· s 272.8 sexual intercourse with child outside Australia, child is under 16
· s 272.9 sexual activity (other than intercourse) with child outside Australia, child is under 16
· s 272.14 procuring child to engage in sexual activity outside Australia, child is under 16 or who the person believes to be under 16
· s 272.15 grooming child to engage in sexual activity outside Australia, child is under 16 or who the person believes to be under 16
· [bookmark: _Toc488052336]s 474.25A using a carriage service for sexual activity with person under 16 years of age
· [bookmark: _Toc488052338]s 474.25C using a carriage service to prepare or plan to cause harm to, engage in sexual activity with, or procure for sexual activity, persons under 16
· s 474.26(1) using a carriage service to procure a person under 16 years of age
· [bookmark: _Toc488052340]s 474.27 using a carriage service to ‘groom‘ persons under 16 years of age, and
· s 474.27A(1) using a carriage service to transmit indecent communication to person under 16 years of age.
Offences relating to children under the age of 18:	
· s 271.4 offence of trafficking in children
· s 271.7 offence of domestic trafficking in children
· s 272.15 grooming child to engage in sexual activity outside Australia
· s 272.20 preparing for or planning offence against Division 272 (child sex offences outside Australia)
· s 474.25B child with mental impairment or under care, supervision or authority of defendant
· s 474.19 using a carriage service for child pornography material
· s 474.22 using a carriage service for child abuse material, and
· s 474.23 possessing, controlling, producing, supplying or obtaining child abuse material for use through a carriage service.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Australian Capital Territory legislation does not specify the age of consent – it is implied through the creation of criminal offences.  Section 55 of the Crimes Act 1900 creates offences relating to sexual intercourse with a person under 10 years and a person under 16 years (different penalties apply).  There is a close in age defence if the person is 10 years or older, the defendant is not more than 2 years older and the person consents.  

	New South Wales
	The age of consent in New South Wales is 16, which means consensual sexual activities or sharing of intimate images involving children aged between 16 and 18 is not criminalised. 
New South Wales recently introduced new criminal offences of intentionally taking or recording an intimate image of a person without consent, and of sharing an intimate image without consent (also known as ‘revenge porn’). The age of consent is the same for these offences (16). These new offences were introduced by the Crimes Amendment (Intimate Images) Bill 2017, which commenced in August 2017. The offences do not require the prosecution to prove any particular motivation as an element of the offence (such as sexual gratification or harm). This means that the offence will provide a charging alternative for the New South Wales Police Force where the particular motivation of the accused is in issue.

	Northern Territory
	Regardless of consent, it is an offence in the Northern Territory to indecently deal with, have sexual intercourse with or commit any acts of gross indecency upon or maintain a sexual relationship with a child under 16 years. If a child is over 16 years, it is only a criminal offence if the child is under the person’s special care.

	Queensland
	The Acts Interpretation Act 1954 defines child as meaning, where age rather than descendancy is relevant, an individual who is under 18.
Most sexual offences under Queensland law require that the person be under the age of 16 years before an offence is committed. Lengthier maximum terms of imprisonment are available where the victim child is under the age of 12. 
Where the child is a person with an impairment of the mind, consistent with the definition in the Queensland Acts Interpretation Act 1954, the age of consent is 18 years.
In November 2016, the Queensland Police Service (QPS) implemented a revised policy for dealing with sexting offences. The policy reinforces that police should assess sexting offences on a case by case basis and in the first instance, adopt a preventative approach by educating young people on the consequences of sexting. 
An investigation may be required for all reports of sexting to determine the appropriate response. Police have the discretion to ‘educate‘ a young person or consider the application of diversionary options or relevant charges, depending on the nature of the offending.
Consensual non-commercial sexual activity between people aged between 16 and 18 in Queensland is generally lawful activity.
Queensland has adopted an operational response to youth sexting. In circumstances involving young people of similar age sexting or engaging in consenting sexual experimentation, police will adopt an alternative approach focused on prevention and education. Criminal investigation should be undertaken by officers where a child or young person has a) menaced, harassed, or coerced a child to provide a sexual image; or b) otherwise acted without the consent of the other person in relation to sexting including the deliberate forwarding of indecent images or video to others without consent.

	Tasmania
	Age of consent for sexual intercourse in the Criminal Code Act 1924 is 17 years of age. There are defences available for consensual intercourse between persons under this age who are close in age.  A person who is 15 years or above can legally consent to sexual intercourse with a person not more than 5 years older than themselves, as can a person who is 12 years or above with a person not more than 3 years older under subsection 124(3).
A similar defence is available to a child pornography charge if it can be proved that the material depicts sexual activity between the accused person and a person under the age of 18 years that is not an unlawful sexual act – see 130E(2) of the Criminal Code Act 1924.
Section 14B of Criminal Code Act 1924 limits when mistake as to age may provide a defence to a crime of sexual intercourse with a child. This defence does not apply where child is under the age of 13. The provision was inserted in 2013.
The Sentencing Act 1997 has been amended to provide a list of aggravating factors in sexual offences, including that the victim was under the care, supervision or authority of the offender; and that the victim was under the age of 13 years.

	Victoria
	The minimum age of consent to sexual activity under the Crimes Act 1958 is 16 years of age. In Victoria, specific sexual offences against children apply to various forms of sexual activity (e.g. sexual penetration, sexual touching or engaging in sexual activity in the presence of a child).
There are two main ‘categories’ of offences against children – those involving a child under 16 years of age (the legal age of consent), and those involving a child aged 16 or 17 and under the care, supervision or authority of the accused. These offences are designed to prevent children aged 16 or 17 from being sexually exploited by someone who is in a position of power over them.
Several exceptions and defences apply to these offences. For example, where the accused has a reasonable belief as to the age of the child (i.e. 16 or over, or 18 or over if under care, supervision or authority). The Crimes Amendment (Sexual Offences) Act 2016 updated these exceptions and defences to make them clearer and more effective. 
In 2014, the Crimes Amendment (Protection of Children) Act 2014 amended the Crimes Act 1958, the Working with Children Act 2005, Children, Youth and Families Act 2005 and the Serious Sex Offenders (Detention and Supervision) Act 2009 to create new offences in relation to the sexual abuse of children.
On 1 July 2017, the Crimes Amendment (Sexual Offences) Act 2016 represented a culmination of a comprehensive review of Victoria’s sexual offence law. The first stage of the reforms resulted in the Crimes Amendment (Sexual Offence and Other Matters) Act 2014 which made a number of important improvements to sexual offence law including the introduction of an objective fault element for the offences of rape and sexual assault.
The Crimes Amendment (Sexual Offences) Act 2016 took effect and strengthened existing sexual offence laws to better protect children from abuse. The updated Crimes Act now provides a comprehensive overhaul of more than 50 sexual offences ensuring they are clearer and effectively respond to modern forms of offending. A number of sexual offences against children now capture offending via technology, while the new ‘child abuse material’ offences better define and capture the damaging nature of this material.  Updated offences against persons with a cognitive impairment or mental illness reflect modern disability and mental health service delivery and treatment contexts. More helpful jury directions on consent and reasonable belief in consent build on the 2014 reforms, as well as recent improvements to jury directions in Victorian criminal trials. 
Exceptions and defences for offences against children under 16 or aged 16 to 17. Exceptions include:
· similarity in age  (sections 49U and 49V)
· reasonable belief as to age (subsections 49W(1), (2) and (3), and
· marriage or domestic partnership (section 49Y).
Exceptions and defences to offences against children aged 16 or 17 or under 18:
· reasonable belief as to age (subsections 49X(1), (2) and (3))
· marriage or domestic partnership (section 49Z), and 
· reasonable belief as to care, supervision or authority (section 49ZA).
Section 49ZA is a new defence and applies where a person had a mistaken but reasonable belief as to the nature of his or her actual relationship with the child (rather than a mistaken belief as to the legal concept of care, supervision or authority).
In November 2014, new exceptions to child pornography offences (renamed child abuse material offences in July 2017) commenced in Victoria for minors (children aged under 18 years) engaged in non-exploitative, non-predatory ‘sexting’ conduct. These exceptions were designed to ensure minors do not commit offences where they engage in consensual peer-to-peer sexting. 
The Crimes Amendment (Sexual Offences) Act 2016 removed the element of consent from exceptions and defences to sexual offences against children (except for the ‘similarity in age’ defence to sexual penetration of a child under 16). This change reflects that children cannot consent to sexual activity in the same way as adults, by reason of age or a relationship of care, supervision or authority.



[bookmark: _Toc503853937]Liability of legal persons
	Jurisdiction
	Liability of Legal Persons for child sex offences

	Commonwealth
	Overseas child sex offences - Divisions 272 and 273 of the Criminal Code contain the Commonwealth’s child sex tourism offences and offences applying to overseas dealings by Australians in child pornography or child abuse material.
These offences apply to ‘a person’, regardless of whether the conduct occurs within or outside of Australia.  ‘Person’ is defined to include Australian citizens, residents of Australia and bodies corporate.  For example, a travel agency which is incorporated in Australia may be guilty of an offence if they received money in return for organising a person’s travel to a foreign country to engage in sexual activity with a child.
Child pornography offences - Divisions 471 and 474 of the Criminal Code contain Commonwealth child pornography and child abuse material offences relating to the use of telecommunications or postal services.
The child pornography material and child abuse material offences in these Divisions apply to ‘a person’, which is defined to include Australian citizens, residents of Australia, bodies corporate, Commonwealth authorities that are not bodies corporate and bodies politic. These offences can apply to any legal person if the offence or result of the offence occurred wholly or partly in Australia.
Under Division 474 of the Criminal Code, it is also an offence for an Internet Service Provider or internet content host to fail to report that their service can be used to access child pornography or child abuse material.  Internet Service Providers and internet content hosts will only be liable for this offence where they are aware that their service can be used to access child pornography or child abuse material.
Slavery offences - Division 270 of the Criminal Code contains Commonwealth slavery offences.  These offences apply to all persons regardless of whether the conduct occurs within or outside of Australia, and carry a maximum penalty of 25 years imprisonment.  Legal persons are only held liable for intentional and reckless acts relating to slavery.  
Part 2.5 of the Criminal Code relates to corporate criminal responsibility and sets out the following principle:
This Code applies to bodies corporate in the same way as it applies to individuals. It so applies with such modifications as are set out in this Part, and with such other modifications as are made necessary by the fact that criminal liability is being imposed on bodies corporate rather than individuals.

	Australian Capital Territory
	Section 160 of the Legislation Act 2001 provides that, generally, a reference to a person includes a reference to a corporation as well as an individual.  Section 161 of the Legislation Act 2001 states that a provision of a law that creates an offence applies to corporations as well as individuals.  

	New South Wales
	Section 4 of the Crimes Act 1900 defines ‘person‘ to include any society, company or corporation. There are no limitations in this definition on types of companies, so transport companies, internet service providers and/or tourism companies would be legal persons subject to liability under the Crimes Act in the circumstances particular to each offence.
Section 8 of the Surrogacy Act 2010 provides that a person must not enter into, or offer to enter into, a commercial surrogacy arrangement. According to section 21 of the Interpretation Act 1987, person includes an individual, a corporation and a body corporate or politic. As above, in the absence of limitations to this definition, transport companies, internet service providers and/or tourism companies would be legal persons subject to liability     

	Northern Territory
	The Interpretation Act defines a person to include a body politic and a body corporate. A corporation may be liable for possession, distribution, production, sale or offering or advertising for distribution or sale of child abuse material under section 125B of the Criminal Code.  A corporation may be liable for using a child for production of child abuse material or pornographic or abusive performance under section 125E of the NT Criminal Code. An executive officer of a body corporate may also be liable if the body corporate commits an offence under sections 125B or 125E.      

	Queensland
	In Queensland, the Criminal Code 1899 defines ‘person’ in a manner which includes ‘corporations of all kinds, and any other associations of persons capable of owning property’.
Section 46 of the Acts Interpretation Act 1954  specifically extends criminal liability for summary and indicatable offences to bodies corporate as well as individuals.

	Victoria
	According to section 38 of the Interpretation of Legislation Act 1984, unless the contrary intention appears ‘person’ includes a body politic or corporate as well as an individual. As such, body corporates may be held criminally liable for offences under the Crimes Act 1958 depending on the circumstances of the offence.

	Western Australia
	The Criminal Code criminalises the production, distribution and possession of child exploitation material (ss 217A–221B), sexual servitude involving children (sections 331A–331D), and child stealing (section 343).  Both natural persons and companies may be criminally liable for these offences.  However, companies will be liable only if the elements of the relevant offence are compatible with the company’s corporate character.    
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[bookmark: _Toc503853939]Cadet Scheme
Disaggregated ADF Cadets numbers over the past seven years is at Table 1.  Figures for 2017 are correct at 31 August 2017:

	Cadet Organisation
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017

	Australian Navy Cadets
	2196
	2346
	2952
	2763
	2907
	2771
	2534

	Australian Army Cadets
	14696
	14732
	15469
	15929
	15851
	15893
	15834

	Australian Air Force Cadets
	6648
	6633
	6509
	7125
	7128
	7200
	7061

	Total
	23540
	23711
	24930
	25817
	25886
	25864
	25429
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Figure 3 - Children in Immigration Residential Housing, Immigration Transit Accommodation and

Alternative Places of Detention
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Table 7 - Children in Immigration Detention and IMA Children in the Community on a Bridging E Visa at
30 June 2017

Placement Type Children

Immigration Residential Housing 0
Immigration Transit Accommodation 0
Alternative Places of Detention 5

Total IMA Children in the Community on a Bridging E visa (including in re-grant
process)
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‘TABLE 26: Major categories of offences for which people were surrendered

Major categories of offences for which people were surrendered

Chid sex offences. +
Frauditheft offences 4
Corporate offences. .
Murder/manslaughter/attempted murder .
War rimes .

Note:Extraditon requests vary considerably in complexity and the time i takes o resole them. The complexity ofan
extradition equest depends on the aleged crminaloffenceor ffences and the alleged criminsl conduct underlying.
the offence.The time taken to resolve an extradition equest can vary from 3 ew years,if  fugitive wishes to contest
extradition and exercsealights of review and agpesl, to  few months f  fugitive consents toextradition.
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FOR INFORMATION - number of services

Table 1: Medicare Primary Care* Services for patients aged 0-17 years of age : Number of Services 

non-referred (GP) attendances, Allied health, Optometry and  GP referred/rendered Pathology and Diagnostic Imaging

Broad type of service Referral specialty* 2013 2014 2015 2016

Diagnostic Imaging GP/OMP referred 956,911 1,040,049 1,067,301 1,073,333

Pathology Collection Items GP/OMP referred 1,436,029 1,529,329 1,694,367 1,688,051

Pathology Tests GP/OMP referred 2,764,306 2,954,909 3,192,419 3,210,554

Non-referred attendances - Enhanced Primary Care all services 684,441 788,912 862,799 852,697

Non-referred attendances - Other all services 919,394 1,014,043 1,155,870 1,184,098

Non-referred attendances - Practice Nurse Items all services 56,544 74,451 92,247 98,315

Non-referred attendances GP/VR GP all services 18,681,603 19,253,447 20,131,864 20,420,114

Optometry all services 1,030,257 1,104,739 1,136,718 1,192,300

Other Allied Health all services 996,883 1,091,614 1,221,240 1,323,525

Total Total 27,526,368 28,851,493 30,554,825 31,042,987

* Non referred (GP) Attendances, Allied Health (inc optometry); and for Pathology & Diagnostic  Imaging  includes GP referred services and GP rendered services

patient age at date of service. ref:Q20905

FOR INFORMATION - fee charged

Table 2: Medicare Primary Care* Services for patients aged 0-17 years of age : Fee Charged ($) 

Non-referred (GP) attendances, Allied health, Optometry and  GP referred/rendered Pathology and Diagnostic Imaging

Broad type of service Referral specialty* 2013 2014 2015 2016

Diagnostic Imaging GP/OMP referred 81,975,656 91,834,764 94,517,281 96,648,797

Pathology Collection Items GP/OMP referred 8,299,853 8,768,242 9,736,695 9,664,982

Pathology Tests GP/OMP referred 71,450,215 77,406,115 83,582,032 85,115,330

Non-referred attendances - Enhanced Primary Care all services 79,978,082 93,691,285 102,948,067 97,898,140

Non-referred attendances - Other all services 29,453,184 31,143,992 35,235,964 36,988,248

Non-referred attendances - Practice Nurse Items all services 2,009,349 2,272,449 2,377,894 1,847,818

Non-referred attendances GP/VR GP all services 840,634,545 886,947,191 953,891,744 980,603,153

Optometry all services 49,576,236 53,280,110 49,965,326 53,041,768

Other Allied Health all services 121,149,610 133,270,469 149,965,345 165,097,427

Total Total 1,284,526,729 1,378,614,617 1,482,220,347 1,526,905,664

* Non referred (GP) Attendances, Allied Health (inc optometry); and for Pathology & Diagnostic  Imaging  - includes GP referred services and GP rendered services only

patient age at date of service. ref:Q20905

Calendar year of processing

Calendar year of processing
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GOVERNMENT OPERATING EXPENSES ON EDUCATION, By Purpose, All Levels of

Government

20101 20142 201213 201314 201415 20156
sm sm sm sm sm sm
Primary and secondary education 40166 38736 40645 41785 43270 45236
Tertiary education 26195 27488 2015 293% 30626 31643
Pre-school & education not 3325 4216 4454 4786 5091 5337

definable by level
Transportation of students 1381 1401 1354 1547 1575 153
Education nec. 4610 4060 4036 4007 4010 4106
Total by purpose 75677 75859 79 506 81540 84571 87857
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Table 2:Young people under supervision, by supervision type, states and teritories, 2015-16
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Perinatal deaths by gestational age and birthweight, 2014
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Table 3.1: Proportion of children ever breastfed, by mother's/carer's sociodemographic
characteristics
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Table 3.5: Dusation of exclusive bresstfeeding (to each month of age), by area-level characteristics
(percent)
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