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Preamble
The Women’s General Association of Macau (hereinafter referred to as the “Women’s General Association”) was established on 21 May 1950. For 72 years, it has been adhering to the tenet of “caring for women and children, serving the community, building a good home together”, promoting and carrying on the fine tradition of patriotism and love for the country and Macao, dedicating itself to safeguarding the legitimate rights and interests of women and children, enhancing the calibre and status of women and achieving success in the welfare of women and children. The members of the Women’s General Association come from all walks of life in Macao, with the minimum age of 18. At present, there are more than 50,000 members. There are currently 26 directly affiliated institutions, 17 group members and groups that lead to its establishment and support its development, more than 500 teaching and administrative staff and more than 1,500 volunteers. There are nearly 1,700 toddlers in the nurseries and more than 1,200 students in the school under its management. It is a big family for women in Macao.
With the development and progress of the society, the area and scope of services offered by the Women’s General Association have gradually expanded. At present, the units under its management in Macao include 8 nurseries, 1 school, 11 service centres, 1 medical centre, 1 psychotherapy centre, 1 parent-child exploration centre and 1 shelter for abused women and children. It has also set up a Guangdong Office and a parent-child activity centre in the Guangdong-Macao In-depth Cooperation Zone in Hengqin. The institutions and facilities under the Women’s General Association are scattered all over Macao, carrying out a series of diversified social services, making relentless efforts to enhance the calibre of women and promote family harmony. Since the Handover, the Women’s General Association has actively supported the Macao SAR Government to govern in accordance with law, devoted to the social and public governance systems and community livelihood services, and participated widely in different areas of social construction, contributing to the development of the Macao SAR.

I. Women’s rights and interests:
· Article 3 (Equality between men and women)
    On the subject of protecting women’s rights and interests, relevant rights are conferred in accordance with the Basic Law and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Under the Basic Law, the fundamental rights and duties of Macao residents are guaranteed. Both men and women are equal before the law and enjoy freedom of work, speech, religion, marriage and participation in public affairs. At the same time, Article 38 of the Basic Law also expressly states that the legitimate rights and interests of women are protected by the Macao Special Administrative Region; therefore, Macao residents enjoy equal fundamental rights and interests. With the guarantee under the Basic Law, the status of gender equality in Macao has always been at the forefront of the world. The rights and interests of women and children have been increasingly enhanced, the participation of women in public affairs has been constantly increased, the health of women and children has been continuously improved, the education system has been steadily advanced, cultural dissemination has gradually expanded, and international participation has been increasingly broadened.

　　Moreover, the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women has been applicable to the Macao Special Administrative Region since 2001, further regulating the equality between men and women, as well as women’s rights in education, family, work and economic resources. It can be seen that women’s rights and interests have always been protected by law. Since its establishment, the Women’s General Association has been committed to safeguarding women’s legitimate rights and interests, enhancing women’s calibre and status, supporting women’s participation in and deliberation of public affairs, fighting for women’s labour rights, safeguarding women’s physical and mental health, caring for and protecting abused women, etc., and uniting extensively women from different areas of the society and contributing to the development of women’s cause in the Macao SAR.

· Article 6 (Right to life)
    The right to life of Macao residents is fully protected by the legal system of the Macao SAR. Pursuant to the Criminal Code, it is expressly provided that crimes against the person includes crimes against life, crimes against intrauterine life, crimes against physical integrity, crimes against personal freedom, crimes against sexual freedom and self-determination. Moreover, there are relevant legal guarantees and financial assistance for victims of violent crimes; therefore, residents’ right to life is fully protected by law. The Women’s General Association, with its positive efforts, has endeavoured to express its opinions through different channels and after years of striving, the amendments to the Criminal Code were finally approved in 2017, including adding the requirements of “indecent assault”, strengthening the protection of minors, improving the norms concerning different sexual crimes and increasing the punishment for some sexual crimes.

· Article 7 (Prohibition of torture or inhuman punishment) 
There are provisions on the prohibition of torture or inhuman punishment in the laws and conventions in force in the Macao Special Administrative Region, including the Basic Law, the Convention against Torture, the Criminal Code and the Criminal Procedure Code. With regard to the prevention of domestic violence against women and the respective protection, Law 2/2016 on Preventing and Combating Domestic Violence establishes a normative framework for the intervention of public entities when domestic violence arises, in order to promote respect for the fundamental rights and personality rights of individuals, in particular, respect for the dignity of individuals and the principles of equality and non-discrimination, promote family harmony, advocate the importance of peaceful resolution of conflicts between family members, ensure an integrated response to domestic violence in the areas of education, health, social affairs, security and justice and provide the victim with appropriate assistance.

The Women’s General Association actively encourages the society to pay attention to domestic violence. In 2005, the Lai Yuen Centre of the Women’s General Association for abused women was officially put into service, providing short-term shelter services for abused women and children to temporarily escape their predicaments. In addition to substantial shelter services, the Women’s General Association also recommends enacting relevant legislation to prevent abusers’ harassing behaviours and mitigate the spread of domestic violence, including striving for the setting up of counselling services for men and compulsory counselling services for abusers, increasing vigilance measures against abusers, strengthening community support network and other measures, as well as establishing dedicated public services, clarifying guidelines for seeking assistance, supporting families in need for them to seek assistance as soon as possible and resolve their crisis.

II. Family rights and interests:
· Article 23 (Protection of the family) 
As regards family protection, the Basic Law of the Macao Special Administrative Region stipulates the freedom of marriage and the right to form and raise a family. These rights are also assured by the Legal Framework on Family Policy and the Civil Code, including the provisions of the Legal Framework on Family Policy which read as “Everyone has the right to found a family and marry under conditions of full equality” and also the special chapters in the Civil Code which explain and guarantee the marriage system in Macao, to ensure that men and women of marriageable age enter into marriage with free and full consent. At the same time, as guaranteed by law, equality of rights and responsibilities for both men and women is ensured as to marriage, during marriage and at its dissolution with respect to property distribution and child custody. It is also stated in the Legal Framework on Family Policy that all children, born in or out of wedlock, enjoy the same right in terms of social protection with a view to their healthy development.
Since the Handover, the Women’s General Association has long been paying attention to the development needs of families in Macao. It has set up family service centres in different districts of Macao, committed to implementing family-friendly policies and expanding women and children’s cause and family services. In the area of nursery services, there are currently 8 nurseries under its management providing diversified childcare services. After more than 70 years of development, the services offered by the nurseries have become a brand name of the Women’s General Association, recognised by the Macao society and many families, providing definite support to dual-income families in Macao.

III. Women’s participation in and deliberation of public affairs
· Article 25 (Right to participate in public affairs) 
[bookmark: _Hlk51682855]    According to Article 26 of the Basic Law of Macao, permanent residents of the Macao Special Administrative Region shall have the right to vote and the right to stand for election in accordance with law. In order to implement the right to vote and the right to stand for election stipulated in the Basic Law, the Macao SAR Government even enacted the Law on the Election of the Chief Executive, Law on the Electoral Law for the Legislative Assembly and Law on Electoral Registration to safeguard the right of residents to participate in and deliberate on public affairs. At present, in the political decision-making in Macao, the total number of voters in 2021 was 326,314, of which 171,281 were female voters, accounting for 52.5%, which has been increasing since the Handover, reflecting that local women have been paying more and more attention to the social development of Macao. Moreover, in the structures of the Administration and Legislative Assembly, women accounted for 41.0% (354 women) at the leadership and management levels of different government services in 2019. In the latest government consultative committees, women accounted for 28.9% (230 women) of the members while women only accounted for 15.2% (5 women) of the members of the Legislative Assembly.

　　After the Handover, with the benefits of the successful practice of “one country, two systems” policy, there have been more opportunities for women in Macao to participate in the social and public affairs of the country and the Macao SAR. Many female representatives of Macao have participated in the National People’s Congress, the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference, the China Overseas Friendship Association, the All-China Women’s Federation , the All-China Youth Federation and other institutional structures, as well as in the government leadership structures, as members of the Legislative Assembly, as consultative committee members and in other social and public affairs of the Macao SAR, contributing professionalism, wisdom and soft power to the development of the country and the Macao SAR.

IV. Children’s rights and interests:
· Article 24 (Rights of the child) 
Children in Macao are protected by law from birth to school admission, and to the labour market in order to guarantee children’s social protection, economic resources, physical and mental health and all other types of wellbeing. For instance, there are relevant legal provisions guaranteeing such protection in the Basic Law, Civil Code, Criminal Code, Law on Preventing and Combating Domestic Violence, etc., including protection of the right to life, maintenance, and even legal proceedings, etc.. And, there are relevant provisions on the legal status of minors in the Civil Code regulating the legal status of minors, including compensation for incapacitation, revocability of acts, etc.. The Civil Code also states that everyone has the right to have a name, to use that name, in full or abbreviated, and to oppose the illegal use of his/her name by others for identification or other purposes. In addition, international conventions on the rights and interests and protection of children, such as the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, and the Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction, etc., are applicable to the Macao SAR.

The Macao SAR Government attaches great importance and pays close attention to the development needs of children in all aspects. In 2018, the “Macao Children Database” and “Information Website on Children’s Rights and Interests” were launched respectively, collecting data from more than 10 government services, covering 7 areas including population, health, educational development, protection, environment, economy and crime, based on which 145 integral indicators were aggregated. Various research work on children will also be carried out, providing information with reference value to individuals and services concerned about children’s affairs and responding to the development needs of the society. The Women’s General Association also promotes and strengthens children’s development and protection from various aspects, including promoting early childhood intervention services, promoting family-friendly policies, carrying out systematically more activities focusing on children, and managing to increase playgrounds and event venues for children.
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