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UNICEF statement
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Thank you Madam Chair.

Work on inclusion of children with disabilities is steadily expanding in UNICEF. 111 UNICEF Country Offices reported programming on disability in 2016.  In addition to an increase in the number of countries, programming on disability has also become more multi-sectoral in nature spanning across thematic areas such as education, protection, water, sanitation and hygiene, health, and nutrition, both in development and humanitarian contexts.   

To further embed work on the rights of children with disabilities as an organisational priority, UNICEF’s draft Strategic Plan for 2018-2021, which is currently being finalised, will, for the first time, have a specific result expected on children with disabilities.  In addition, it entails 16 disability-related indicators across different thematic areas. 

In June 2017, UNICEF released a Guidance on Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in Humanitarian Action.  The purpose of the Guidance is to strengthen the inclusion of children and women with disabilities and their families, in emergency preparedness, response, and recovery.  The booklet provides insight into the situation of children with disabilities in humanitarian contexts, highlights the ways in which they are excluded from humanitarian action, and offers practical actions and tips to better include children and adolescents with disabilities in all stages of humanitarian action. 

The booklet is available in different languages and in accessible formats, and can be downloaded from our website:  http://training.unicef.org/disability/emergencies/ 

Following the successful first Workshop on the Measurement of disability for DPOs held in 2016, and in response to continued demand for capacity development, UNICEF and the Washington Group on Disability Statistics (WG), with support from the International Disability Alliance, delivered a second customized workshop on the measurement of disability on 16 June 2017.  The objective of the workshop was for participants to increase their understanding of data collection, analysis, and interpretation, and use it to effectively promote the rights of persons with disabilities.  20 representatives of International DPOs from 10 countries participated in the workshop.

We thank the CRPD for its commendable work and for giving us the opportunity to provide this update.

Thank you.
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