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Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the Secretary-General and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, it is my privilege to mark with you the opening of the seventy-eighth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
Firstly, allow me to express the Office’s condolences for the death of your former member Mr. Wanderlino Nogueira Nieto. He was an enthusiastic and committed defender of children’s rights in his country, Brazil, and here in the Committee. I know his passion and dedication will be missed a lot and you will celebrate him at the closing of this session. 
One billion children – that is two thirds of the world’s children – are either unaccounted for or live in countries where the promise of the Sustainable Development Goals remains out of reach. This is a conclusion that UNICEF reached in a recent report.  Projections draw a dire picture: Between now and 2030, 10 million additional children would die before their fifth birthday, although this could be prevented. 31 million would be left stunted due to lack of adequate nutrition. 22 million would miss out on pre-primary education. 

Almost 30 years since the adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and its nearly universal ratification, children still face huge challenges to have their rights recognized and enforced. The world has 12 more years to reverse these trends and to reach the targets it has committed to achieve in the 2030 Agenda. If all States were to effectively implement the Committee’s recommendations, those contained in the concluding observations and in the communications, this would certainly be a major step into the right direction. This is why your work in assisting States parties to comply with their duties vis a vis the future generation is indispensable. No child must be left behind! 

The negotiations of the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration are drawing to a close. It is crucial that this global framework to help manage migration of the nearly 260 million people living outside their countries, of which at least 30 million are children, adequately protects children’s rights. Every child has to be treated - first and foremost - as a child. Child protection and welfare should be a primary consideration within migration policies and practices. I was pleased to learn therefore that the Committee, together with the Committee on Migrant Workers, last week shared its two Joint General Comments with the Co-facilitators of Mexico and Switzerland, who are leading the intergovernmental process. These general principles regarding the human rights of children and the ones on State obligations regarding the human rights of children in countries of origin, transit, destination and return, are important contributions to this process. 

Distinguished members,

I am also pleased to see that preparations for your next Day of General discussion (DGD) on protecting and empowering children as human rights defenders, to be held on 28 September 2018, are proceeding well. Part of the Child Advisory Group held a meeting here in Geneva in March 2018 with the support of Child Rights Connect – a key partner for our Office and the Committee. They discussed their ideas with the two Committee’s DGD focal points, Ms. Mikiko Otani and Mr. Luis Pedernera.  They were very motivated and introduced many interesting ideas in the draft programme that will be shared with you this session.  The members of the Child Advisory Group, aged 11 to 17, also discussed and provided input to the draft working methods that your Committee is developing on child participation in Days of General Discussions. I hope that these working methods will also help other bodies, such as the Human Rights Council, to have more children actively participating in their panels and side events. We need to hear children’s voices and seriously and attentively take into account their opinions at the UN and other levels. The active participation of child human rights defenders in the context of the celebration of the twentieth anniversary of the Declaration on Human Rights Defenders will be a step forward in this regard. 


Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,

As you know, we are facing challenging times on many fronts. Operationally and financially. As you were informed through the letters from the High Commissioner and the Deputy High Commissioner during your last session, the General Assembly, during its 72nd session held at the end of 2017, took decisions, which have serious implications for the Office. And, the work of the treaty bodies. One of the consequences are the insufficient resources provided to your important work on individual complaints under article 5 of the Convention for which you are already starting to have a backlog. The Office is looking at ways and means to address this situation through the appropriate budgetary process, which - as you know – requires Member States’ approval. From a practical perspective, some activities may not be supported by the secretariat to the extent that they were previously. We will address this situation in the forthcoming second report that the Secretary-General will present to the General Assembly under resolution 68/268. We are also aware of the lack of resources on inquiries in relation to allegations of grave or systematic human rights violations and are seeing what can be done to ensure the needed resources.  Needless to say, we remain committed to provide all treaty bodies with the highest quality of support, and if the staffing situation were to improve in the future – which we sincerely hope and shall work towards - we will review and re-evaluate the extent of our support to you. 
I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work of our colleagues and thank them for their commitment and professionalism. I know you value our staff and their contribution, and we all work in support of each other with dignity and respect.

Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
With reference to the Global Study on children deprived of their liberty, finally there is some progress. Austria, the European Union, Germany, Lichtenstein, Malta, Switzerland, Qatar, and some private foundations have provided funding.  This has allowed the Study to get off the ground. Questionnaires on children deprived of their liberty were sent to States parties in February 2018. The date from which we are counting the number of children deprived of their liberty is 26 June 2018.  States parties are expected to submit their completed questionnaires by 1 September 2018. Additionally, there will be a number of consultations throughout 2018.  The intended timeline for finalisation of the Global Study report is June 2019, for its presentation to the United Nations General Assembly in October 2019.  Anne Skelton, one of your members, is chairing the advisory group where the CRC Chair is also represented. OHCHR is closely following and supporting the Independent Expert in this effort. You will meet Professor Manfred Novak, the Independent Expert, on Wednesday. 

Furthermore, Resolution 37/20 of the Human Rights Council on the rights of the child decided to focus its next annual full-day meeting (March 2019)  on the theme “Empowering children with disabilities for the enjoyment of their human rights, including through inclusive education”. The OHCHR Management Plan 2018-2021 has made youth a spotlight population for the work of the Office in the years to come. In this regard, a report on the Human Rights of Youth will be presented to the Human Rights Council in September and a resolution in this area is expected.
Madame Chair,
Distinguished members,
Ladies and gentlemen,

With this, let me wish you a successful and productive session.
Thank you!
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