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INTRODUCTION

This report gathers information on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and the situation of boys, girls and adolescents (NNA) in Argentina, through the opinion of civil society organisations.
It is worth noting the importance of the joint development of Recommendations derived from shared knowledge and experiences. This approach helps encourage dialogue among organisations and with the State in order that the NNA rights be reflected in the public promotion and protection policies as part of necessary actions for the cultural transformation raised by the CRC. 
The issues addressed within a general context are presented in different sections and are related to the comprehensive right protection system, the right to education, mental healthcare, NNA without parental care, cases of violence, sexual exploitation and tourism and the circumstances of teenage pregnancy.

CONTEXT INFORMATION
This section includes some information that provides a picture of the period under review. It should be noted that in December 2015 a new government took office of a different political colour from the previous administration, which brought changes in the social policies.
The period being examined was generally marked by inclusive policies for care of families and NNA in particular, resulting in a continuous improvement of the conditions of life of the population.    
A fact that supports this view is the constant growth of the so-called Public Sector Social Expenditure on Childhood (GPSAPNdN) for the period 2010/2014, albeit with some changes. The amount for 2014 was three times higher than 2010, and the amount per child increased by 193%. The expenditure for 2014 accounts for 25% of the Public Sector Social Expenditure (GSAPN) and 14% of the total public sector expenditure (GTAPN). (Public Sector Social Expenditure on Childhood in Argentina. 2010/2014 ASAP-UNICEF, 2016).
According to the multipurpose Encuesta de la Deuda Social Argentina (EDSA) [Survey on Argentina’s Social Debt], that collects information on households and people in the large urban centres of the country, the total deprivation headcount ratio dropped between 2010 and 2014 from 60.6% to 57.8%, and the serious deprivation measures from 24.7% to 18.2%. Housing, sanitation and food are the dimensions with the highest deficit. On the other hand, encouragement, information, education and health dimensions accounted for less than 20% of the total deficit in 2014. (Child poverty in cities of Argentina 2010/2014 - Observatorio de la Deuda Social Argentina. Barómetro de la Deuda Social de la Infancia [Observatory for Social Debt in Argentina. Barometer of Social Debt for Childhood. Catholic University of Argentina]). Although the transfers of income such as the Universal Child Allowance (AUH) brought about a quantum leap in NNA life, they were not enough to eradicate poverty in this population group. For 2016, 47.7% (5.6 million NNA) of households with NNA cannot afford the basket of goods that defines the poverty line, and extreme poverty reaches 10.8% (1.3 million) of children and adolescents in Argentina. It is worthy of note that significant differences exist in these records depending on whether NNA are dependent on a man or woman head of household in the registered (26.9%) or informal labour market (64.8%). (State of Childhood and Adolescence in Argentina. UNICEF, 2016).
In the field of health, with a special focus on child mortality, although a downward trend was recorded, significant differences persisted for 2013 among the different provinces, 11 of which were beyond the national average rate of 1.08 per cent. The budget implemented by the Ministry of Health was 84% in 2016. (Department of Finance, 2016). It should be noted that the city of Buenos Aires, the wealthiest district in the country, recorded a 0.6 per cent mortality rate in 2015 and 0.72 per cent in 2016. (“Child mortality in the city of Buenos Aires in the period 2013-2016”. Directorate-General for Statistics and Censuses, GCABA. 2017).
In addition, the Plan Nacional de Primera Infancia [National Early Childhood Plan] was launched in 2016, aimed at ensuring the healthy growth and development of boys and girls from 45 days to 4 years old and fighting child malnutrition through Early Childhood Centres located in different cities and Spaces for Malnutrition Prevention and Care in the country’s northern areas.   
Despite the fact that Argentina shows high enrolment rates according to data collected in the last Census 2010, progresses were made in education policies during the period under study as a result of a more uniform system regulation and an increase in investment; however, no progress was made in universalisation of coverage, among other outstanding issues.
It is worth noting the implementation of the Sistema Integrado de Información sobre Políticas Públicas de Niñez, Adolescencia y Familia (SIIPNAF) [Integrated Information System on Public Policies for Childhood, Adolescence and Family] in 2010, a single, decentralized information system including indicators for nationwide monitoring, evaluation and control of public policies. Also, the Registro Estadístico Unificado de Niñez y Adolescencia (REUNA) [Unified Statistical Register for Childhood and Adolescence] was created in the same year in the Province of Buenos Aires.
Law No. 22.278 on the criminal responsibility of minors remains in force, which deepens the infringement of the rights of the young people, mainly for the poorest sectors. The discussion of a change in the penal system agenda to guarantee the rights of this population group is not included in the legislative, except for facts where underage persons are involved, with the discussion being focused mainly on the age of criminal liability.  
According to the information provided by the Department of Finance of Argentina for 2016, 20% of the Public Sector budget was used for payment of interests of the external debt, while the number of persons in poverty increased by one and a half million, and the purchasing power declined. As to it, the Ministry of Social Development implemented 86% of its budget and the education budget fell from 6.9% to 4% of the Gross Domestic Product (GDP), which is compounded by the implementation of 88% of the total allocated budget. A report issued by the University of Avellaneda (UNDAV) shows that little more than 80% of the estimated budget was implemented in the same year, mainly under budget headings relating to basic social aspects and the acquired rights of citizens. Taken from: http://www.ambito.com/867631-en-2016-el-gobierno-nacional-ejecuto-83-del-presupuesto-anual 
We can say that NNA in Argentina still find obstacles to effectively gain access to their rights. So, the implementation of the CRC faces certain limitations that are harder to overcome when living in adverse social conditions.

METHODOLOGY

The methodology proposed brought back the perspective of organisations forming part of the civil society. Some secondary country context information was introduced to help examine the specific issues considered to be relevant to the situation of NNA in our country.
For such purpose, the work was supported by a structure that provided guidance to the organisations in developing the specific sections with a view to arranging the diagnostics and making common recommendations.     

THE STATE OF NNA IN ARGENTINA

System for the Comprehensive Protection of the Rights of the NNA (SPID)

The implementation of laws regarding the promotion and protection of the rights of girls, boys and adolescents, both at national and provincial level, has sought to match domestic law with the regulations contained in the so-called federal body of constitutional rules. This is composed of all the international treaties on human rights, enshrined in the Constitution, referred to in article 75, section 22 of the National Constitution (NC); including and particularly the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). Both National Act 26.061 and implementing order 415/06 reaffirm the child’s status as a subject of law, taking the CRC as a basis on which all rights that legitimately belong to the child as such are built.    
Despite the years that have passed since the introduction of National Act 26.061 for Comprehensive Protection of the Rights of Boys, Girls and Adolescents and the creation of the institutions set out in that legislative text, as well as the institutional changes carried out in 2005 when this regulation was enacted, the system for the comprehensive protection of rights, both at national and local level, has not been entirely implemented to meet its objective to ensure full, effective and permanent enjoyment of the rights of the NNA all over the country.   
In order to strengthen the SPID, many aspects of public policies must be modified and/or implemented, such as the following: 
· Continuous training for SPID operators
· developing intra- and inter-jurisdictional intervention protocols focused on issues relating to ensuring comprehensive protection and development of the NNA
· building a single, decentralized information system including indicators for monitoring, evaluation and control of childhood, adolescence and family policies in all jurisdictions.
· design and implementation of programmes and policies such as those intended for NNA without parental care since, generally speaking, the same institutions providing accommodation before implementation of the law remain in force for covering cases of removal of the NNA from their household of origin. Programmes providing alternative accommodation such as foster care are poorly developed and disseminated.
· defining and allocating specific budgets for total implementation of SPID and social policies intended for childhood, adolescence and families.  
In addition, to emphasize the weaknesses still present in the national SPID, it should be noted that the Ombudsman for the rights of the girls, boys and adolescents has not yet been appointed. The first meeting of the National Congress’ bicameral committee responsible for such appointment was held only in the first half of 2017. None of the provinces nor the CABA (city of Buenos Aires) have this institution within the framework of the institutions intended to guarantee the protection and defence of the rights of the NNA.
- Province of Buenos Aires (PBA). The situation of the System for the Promotion and Protection of Rights 12 years after the implementation of the new legislation  
In order to conduct an analysis of the legislation currently in force in this province, it is necessary to take into consideration that the local regulations regarding the promotion and protection of the rights of the NNA are included within the large regulatory framework comprised of the above-mentioned federal body of constitutional rules, the modern family law - reinterpreted from the perspective of human rights - and the specific rules on childhood and adolescence matters that enhance this substantive law through the introduction of National Act 26.061. In summary, within the aforesaid pyramidal structure of the legal system, the Buenos Aires province’s legislation on the matter under study are the necessary local equivalent of the general, integrated system for the promotion and the protection of rights. In addition, it is a logical legislative consequence of the fundamental rules related to the human being, family in general and childhood and youth in particular, which are contained in the National Constitution.
Ten years after the adoption of the PBA legislation, its implementation is still submerged in a strong politic struggle due to some essential issues:
· the emergence of a strong conservative current of opinion against it, but also a strong coalition that succeeded in defending it. In practice, the System for comprehensive promotion and protection of the rights of the NNA was never fully implemented, since the Child Welfare Agency [Patronato de menores] is still a strong centre of power that has the capacity to make its interests prevail and/or boycott any other interests as it may consider detrimental to its.
· The allocation of financial resources for implementation of this legislation has kept going back and forth in these 10 years, but essentially the budget for this area has dropped dramatically in the last year. Another variable is the existence in the various government agencies of regulations in conflict with the rule, swinging between the promotion of rights and social control. Also the existence of a significant number of professional and institutional practices grounded on the core of the dogma of irregularities  
· The mechanisms, plans and programmes the law requires to become operational have not yet been materialised. They are implemented in two or three of the 135 districts in the province and their impact is negligible. We can also mention the partial existence of some mechanisms and the fragmented operation of the protection system.           
Unintended teenage pregnancy (Art. 17 – Art. 24)

According to the Observatorio de Salud Sexual y Reproductiva (OSSyR) [Observatory for Sexual and Reproductive Health], although Argentina has a comprehensive regulatory framework and more than ten years have passed since the introduction of Law 25.673/03 that established the National Programme for Sexual Health and Responsible Parenthood intended for adolescents from 14 years of age, the expected results have not been obtained. In 2016, the programme lost functional independence for field work and one of the possible consequences is that the distribution of condoms is at risk. The Province of Tucumán has not yet joined the National Programme, thus showing a lack of political will to allow people accessing contraceptive methods, despite this province is one of the jurisdictions with the highest rates of teenage pregnancy. Taken from: http://kaosenlared.net/argentina-un-derecho-fuera-de-organigrama and https://www.pagina12.com.ar/39844-reclamo-en-tucuman
The proportion of born-alive infants from adolescent mothers over the total number of born-alive infants increased from 1990 (14.2%) and has remained to present time at about 15%, according to the Argentina’s System for Vital Statistics. One child out of six born-alive infants come from an adolescent mother, and this universe shows 69% unintended pregnancies (UNFPA 2011). The average age at first pregnancy is 16.6 years, with 322 births from adolescents a day; 60% of the female adolescents left school when they became pregnant; 65.5% did not use any contraceptive methods at the time of becoming pregnant, and 12.8% of deaths among mothers involves female adolescents. (OSSyR - 2014)

Nevertheless, strong differences exist among the various regions. The provinces of Catamarca (19.3%), Corrientes (20.0%), Chaco (23.4%), Formosa (23.6%), Jujuy (19.0%), Misiones (22.4%), Salta (19.8%), Tucumán (18.1%) exceed the national average of 15% of births in female adolescents. For their part, the Pampa region and the city of Buenos Aires show lower figures than the country’s average. The average adolescent fertility rate for the whole country is 6.56 per cent, while it reaches 3.31 per cent in the CABA and 9.73 per cent in the province of Misiones.

This scenario, which has remained unchanged since 1990, according to official data, is associated, as stated above, with poverty conditions, but also with the difficulties in connection with accessing and staying in the educational system, the effective implementation of the National Programme for Comprehensive Sex Education - 26.150 -, the National Programme for Sexual Health and Responsible Parenthood - Law 25.673 - and the access to health services allowing to fulfil the sexual and reproductive rights of adolescents, also including the lack of a gender perspective in public policies, among the major issues.    

An important matter regarding fulfilment of the rights of male and female adolescents is not only the development of comprehensive strategies allowing male and female adolescents to make decisions in relation to their sexual and reproductive life, but the need for those who have the obligation to guarantee those rights to set aside their ideological positions.  

Girls, boys and adolescents (NNA) deprived from parental care (Art. 5 – Art. 9 – Art. 20)
In the first place, it is worth noting that establishing the general state of the NNA without parental care across the country is difficult because no official data is available. In other words, there are no unified records containing information on the number of the NNA in alternative care, no information on the reasons for going into the alternative care system, the length of the actions taken, the number of renewals or departures. Although there are studies, publications, statistics, etc., they are fragmented and provide partial or out-of-date results that make it impossible to obtain an overview of the issues being examined. This is not a minor detail, since it reflects the lack of control and monitoring by the government.   
According to a survey conducted by the Department of Childhood, Adolescence and Family, the federal Council for Childhood, Adolescence and Family, and UNICEF in 2001, there were 14,675 NNA without parental care in the different care mechanisms, both at national and regional level. Regarding age, the majority were adolescents from 13 to 18 years old (45%) while 29% was from 6 to 12 years old, and 26% were boys and girls from 0 to 5 years old. Among the adolescents, 28 % left the institutions because they had reached the age of majority, but only 7% did so having an independent life project, and the remaining 20% left without having been able to achieve their own project.  
A new survey conducted in 2014 shows that the total number of the NNA without parental care reaches 9,219. In other words, this number has fallen by 37% as compared to 2011. With regard to age, some changes can also be observed as compared with the previous survey, since the age group of the NNA from 6 to 12 years old increased by 11%, while the boys and girls from 0 to 5 years old show in 2014 a reduction of 2%. Finally, as far as adolescents are concerned, a reduction of about 9% was recorded.
The main reasons of the NNA going into an alternative care system are violence, ill treatment and sexual abuse. In 2011, these reasons accounted for 57% of entries, while in 2014, 72% went into alternative care for this reasons, this means an increase of 15% as compared to the previous survey. Many of them enter at very early ages and remain in alternative care institutions for long periods until the age of majority, without reaching the conditions for leaving.
According to the Survey on Living Conditions of the NNA conducted by UNICEF and SENAF in 2011 and 2012, only 3.7% of adults in charge of the NNA believe in corporal punishment as an educational resource. However, 70% of the NNA from 2 to 17 years old was subjected to some violent discipline method (verbal or physical abuse), while 40.5% of them received corporal punishment and 9.8% was subjected to severe corporal punishment.
The Alternative Care Guidelines establish as one of their central focus the principle of necessity. This principle refers to the preventive role of national legislation and the need for having social resources aimed at preventing the NNA from being removed from his/her family.
From this perspective, National Act 26.061 provides that the removal of the NNA from the family must be used as a last resort (in accordance with article 33 and following articles). This aspect expressed in the body of the law lacks of an institutional structure ensuring the right to live in a family.
With regard to the causes for leaving among adolescents, 12% leave because they have reached the age of majority and have an independent life project, while 8% of young people reached the age of majority in alternative care and leave without having achieved their own project in preparation for adulthood.
One can see in the 2014 survey that the exceptional actions involving the removal of the boy/girl from the family and/or community environment are taken in 65% of the cases by the implementing agency under the authority of the Executive, which would involve a better positioning of the protection organs and a progress in compliance with the regulatory frameworks in each province (3% increase). However, 35% of such actions is still being taken directly by the Judiciary, contrary to the provisions of National Act 26.061. In turn, the majority of the male/female NNA often remain institutions that are not public but private (5.135 NNA stay in private institutions, while 2.570 remain in public institutions), over which the provincial administrations exercise no direct control. In addition, they remain there for a longer time than allowed by law (180 days according to the Civil and Commercial Code).  
Doncel conducted a study that took into consideration the profile of female/male adolescents and youths who live or lived in the alternative care system in Argentina and participate or participated in the NGO’s programmes between 2016 and 2017. We can see that only 10% of the NNA who live in the alternative care system comes near to the aforesaid time and remained no longer than 6 months. 20% remains from 3 to 5 years and more than 80% lived more than 1 year in residential care and stayed in the alternative care system for 10 years.
According to a recent study conducted by UNICEF in the whole country, the majority of the NNA who have lost family care and have been the subject of State action (whether through administrative or judicial organs) are in public or private institutions. Family-based care systems only account for a small proportion, just reaching 16%.
If the above-mentioned data are interpreted in the light of the suitability principle stated in the Guidelines for the alternative care of the NNA, we can see that this principle is not applied, considering that the forms of alternative care are limited and that the large majority of them is based on the more traditional models of care such as residential care.
The same principle is violated when the entry of the NNA into alternative care is determined according to the availability of “places” in such spaces and not as a function of the singularities and peculiarities of each of them. This variable is only taken into consideration in those cases where the male/female NNA requires special care due to some kind of disability or requires specific mental healthcare. Although this decision should be aimed at protecting the integrity of the NNA and protects them from the situation that gave rise to separation from the family of origin, many times the result is the removal from his/her living environment.     
The entry of the NNA into a care space without taking into account the living environment not only infringes the suitability principle but also constitutes a double violation of rights: on the one hand, the State as the ultimate guarantor of the human rights fails to strengthen the capacity of families to provide care (art. 5 of the CRC) but also allows the NNA to be removed from his/her environment of origin and from his/her affection and/or community references, thus restricting the possibilities to develop family and/or community reintegration strategies.  
Another aspect that must be taken into consideration in connection with the suitability principle relates to the conditions of care provided to the NNA and the quality of care they receive, since the residential care institutions are very different, a situation that can also be seen and worsens among the jurisdictions. This fact is interpreted in the light of the absence of guidelines set by the State providing for minimum conditions regarding the quality of care and particularly those aspects relating to comprehensive development. In this regard, the potential that can be achieved by a male/female NNA will be limited by the possibilities that can be offered by the form of alternative care they enter into.      
A survey recently conducted in Santiago del Estero showed an impairment of infrastructure, equipment and a general lack of resources in homes for adolescents, in addition to a lack of information on the strategies for developing and fostering the processes of reaching personal independence and gaining access to programmes and policies which could support such processes, which involves a special vulnerability of adolescent groups. The same report states that the right protection agency does not allow siblings of different ages to live together, given that since 12 years old they must be separated according to sex. These practices not only infringe the right to gender identity but also violate the principle of non-separation of siblings as provided for in article 594 in the Civil and Commercial Code of Argentina. 
Although the above-mentioned information concerns a province in particular, it is not far from the reality in many jurisdictions, especially those in which the System for Comprehensive Protection of Rights shows greater weaknesses.  
In accordance with the directions provided by the Guidelines, the promotion of family reintegration should be one of the main axes, whatever they form of alternative care. In this regard, the technical teams from the right protection agencies are responsible for defining the strategy for reintegration of a male/female NNA to his/her family/community, and the alternative care personnel is also responsible for cooperating with this strategy.
Among the five jurisdictions where Aldeas Infantiles SOS offers some line of service, only the Province of Buenos Aires employs an instrument called “Strategic Plan for the Restitution of Rights” that is intended, as set out in its implementing decree, removing any obstacles which may threaten or violate the rights of girls, boys and adolescents and their reintegration to the family environment.
· The voice of the girls, boys, adolescents and youths without parental care 
In Argentina, a group of young care leavers joined the programme called Leaving Guide launched by Doncel in 2010. This is the first programme in the region that has its own web portal made by adolescents and young people who left the State care system, and intended for other male/female adolescents who are in the process of reaching this stage. Based on their own transition experiences, they seek to provide support to those who are currently in the process of leaving.  
These young people also participated in the first peer-to-peer survey conducted in 2015, which was aimed at giving adolescents and young people a voice, by inviting them to be involved not only as interviewers but also as researchers, main characters of the study and an active part of the research process. The sample was composed of a total of 69 adolescents and youths both preparing to leave care and care leavers, from the provinces of Buenos Aires, Tucumán, Santiago del Estero and Chaco. The main conclusions of the survey are as follows:
· 44.9% entered into foster care between 13 and 17 years old.
· Only one half of care leavers participated in the decision of leaving the home.
· One half of them did not receive any employment and housing information prior to or after leaving.
· Only from 20 or 21 years old, young people feel ready to live an independent life.
· When leaving the home, the majority of them felt insecure or afraid.

Among those preparing to leave care:
· 49.9% have been living in foster care from 6 to more than 10 years l;
·  85% go to school and 1 out of 5 works
· 1 out of 3 receives a grant or financial assistance from the State.

Among leavers:
· 55% lived in foster care from 6 to more than 10 years;
· 75% work;
· 1 out of 3 returned to the family home;
· 50% have access to a grant or financial assistance
· 85% entered middle school and only 55% continued schooling after leaving foster care.

· When adoption is not the way
We are in a position to state that adoption is not the solution for all the NNA who are under State care, particularly if they are adolescents. The Registro Único de Aspirantes a Guarda con fines Adoptivos (DNRUA) [Single Register of Prospective Adopters] created by Law 25.854 is under the Ministry of Justice and Human Rights and gathers information on 80% of the provinces having joined the Federal Network. The DNRUA’s Information Guide shows that out of 5,352 prospective adopters registered only 43 are prepared to adopt a boy or girl over 12 years old, and the number is less if the female/male adolescent presents any type of pathology or if a group of siblings is involved. 
Also, the public searches for prospective adopters conducted by the Ministry itself reveal that out of the 170 adoptable NNA in the whole country, 87.95% of them are adolescents, that is they are between 13 and 17 years old. Many of them suffer health problems, are part of a group of siblings or have remained several years in the alternative care system.
This, together with the fact that 50% of the NNA who received protection measures leave the system because of “reintegration to their family of origin” but out of the remaining 50%, 28% leave because they have reached the age of majority and only 7% as a result of  foster care for pre-adoption or adoption purposes.
It is a fact that when the NNA in a care setting grow, their possibility of finding adopters falls. In numerous cases they are hastily placed in foster care, without the necessary support. A deleterious effect on the life of the NNA occurs when such foster care fails and they are literally “returned”, thus resulting in an effective re-victimisation and a serious subjective damage given that they repeat the abandonment they suffered from their family of origin.  
· Programme for Support to Young People leaving care without parental care. 
In May 2017, National Act No. 27.364 (“Programme for Support to Young People leaving care without parental care”) was introduced.[footnoteRef:1]. The objective of this regulation is to provide support for female/male adolescents and youths leaving care without parental care, in order to ensure their full social inclusion and their highest personal and social development (art. 1). The Act is applicable to female/male adolescents without parental care from thirteen to twenty-one years old. The Programme comprises personal support provided before, while and after leaving care through a reference person and a monthly money allowance. Personal support is expected to be comprehensive and individualised, since the plan is not limited to the educational or housing issues but includes a wide variety of dimensions that contribute to the strengthening of independence, such as: health and leisure, sexual health, responsible parenthood and family planning, education, training and employment; housing, human rights and civic education, family and social networks; skills for independent life; identity; financial planning and money management (in accordance with articles 11 and following articles). Such support should also be individualised. This involves taking into consideration the particular features of each young person, with a greater or lesser emphasis on certain aspects, according to their needs. From the time they leave the care setting, the female/male adolescents and youths included in this programme are entitled to receive a monthly money allowance equivalent to 80% of an adjustable minimum living wage until twenty-one years of age; this benefit may be extended to twenty-five years old for young people who study or receive training for a given trade, thus equating the State’s parental responsibility with the responsibility that the Civil and Commercial Code requires from parents in relation to their children.     [1:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zA170Ugux18&feature=youtu.be] 

We celebrate the initiative of the State of Argentina (Legislative power) in the implementation of the above-mentioned Act, because it involves a significant progress towards acknowledging and ensuring the rights of the NNA deprived of parental care. However, we see to the Executive to enact the Law, regulate it and allocate to it the necessary budget for proper implementation. It is also necessary to urge the provinces to accede to the national Act or introduce their own legislation containing the Programme in question.

Health - Mental Health (Art. 23 – Art. 24 – Art. 25 – Art. 27)
The Mental Health Act No. 26.657, as stated in the Official Report, paragraph 45, page 30, should be applicable nationwide. This law defines in Chapter II, Definition: Article 3, the following: “Within the framework of this Act, mental health is recognised as a process determined by historical, socio-economic, cultural, biological and psychological components whose preservation and improvement involves a dynamic social construct that seeks fulfilment of the human and social rights of all persons”.
From this point of view, all curtailments occurred in the field of social rights since December 2015 allow us to affirm that since then mental health has suffered the impact of multiple factors that have not yet been established from a statistical standpoint (among other reasons because of the lack of duly recorded information in this connection) but allow us to talk about the exponential worsening of the conditions for a comprehensive mental healthcare. This can be particularly observed among boys/girls, who suffer much more serious and irreparable damages given that their psyches are in the process of being developed. In this regard, deep concerns are raised about the lack of implementation of public policies aimed at fully complying with this legal framework.       
The city of Buenos Aires (CABA) is the wealthiest district in the country. Law 114 regarding the Comprehensive Protection of the Rights of Boys, Girls and Adolescents is currently in force in this area, despite which large segments of the population are deprived of access to basic services such as drinking water, decent education and housing. Also, we can observe homeless NNA in a state of neglect and lack of social support. It is worrying to see the increasing number of NNA who form part of the city’s informal economy, something that could be regarded as child labour and exploitation. 
Regarding access to health services, it is worrying to see the lack of reliable information that would provide us an overview of their actual situation.
Given that access to health care is linked to poverty levels, we can infer its impact on the possibilities to access mental healthcare.
In the CABA, child mortality increased from 0.6 to 0.72 % per thousand 12-month old born-alive infants in the period 2015-2016. This rate falls somewhat in the wealthiest districts. From 2003 to 2015 a downward trend had been observed. However, the mortality rate increased slightly in 2007 due to new respiratory viruses affecting children under 5 years old. We can observe now that the city government has reduced the public health expenditure or under-implemented the health budget, compared with previous years.
The CABA administration failed to implement the Perinatal Regionalisation Act introduced by the legislature for providing care to pregnant women, new-borns and post-natal women, in order to reduce the maternal and neonatal mortality. These situations affect not only the persons directly involved, but also their families and close relations, thus creating conditions conducive to an increase in social relations marked by anguish, helplessness and stress.
The impact of the economic policies introduced by the government has entailed a reduction in the number and quality of food products that pregnant women, new-borns and children consume in the wealthiest region of the country. Affected bodies also involve affected minds. 
Regarding care solutions that families employ to face childhood problems, we notice a general tendency to medicalisation of the NNA, based on a reductionism using some specific advances in science but in the context of a project intended to prevent the interdisciplinary and integrating objectives emphasized in the Mental Health Act from being attained. In this regard, we can see that the public policies strengthen such tendency, for which reason the need exists for a critical review of the massive use of psychopharmacology as a government’s response, or aligning nosography with the psychopharmacologic resources existing in the market.    
Also, these new approaches for addressing the suffering of the NNA coexist with the traditional confinement and detention policies and the lack of alternative mechanisms as provided for by the above-mentioned regulations.
This is compounded in certain places by the shortage of professionals in interdisciplinary teams capable of developing strategies for building comprehensive approaches.  
An upward tendency is also observed, as we notice in other parts of the country, labelling of the different childhoods according to their social status. This becomes apparent in the policies intended for persecution of adolescents from the vulnerable groups who live in state of risk merely on the grounds of wearing stigmatised clothes, thus increasing their anguish, helplessness and loss of the sensation of being citizens subjects of law, as provided for by the law. This issue finally results in a climate of insidious violence and of predominance of feelings of fear.
The foregoing conditions can be observed in the education sector, because it becomes difficult to meet the increasing needs regarding mental health of persons and institutions due to the lack of coordination between the educational and health systems and the absence of School Guidance Teams (one per school district). This results in interventions being mostly limited to taking care of emergencies rather than planned prevention and monitoring of different problems (various forms of violence, abuses, harassment, etc.).
Generally, when it comes to children’s mental health, we refer exclusively to children admitted to hospital due to serious childhood disease and everything the asylum criteria involve (as stated in paragraph 45 and following paragraphs of the Official Report). At the same time, one can observe the so-called pathologisation or medicalisation of justice.   
Many NNA who are the victims of intra-family violence and abuse and are subject to the regulation for prevention of family violence situations through specific intervention protocols in case of immediate risk, benefit from measures aimed at protecting their rights that involve the immediate separation from the perpetrator, and the case is then taken to court in order to legitimate any actions which may be taken.
Nevertheless, following the first stage with an active presence of the institutions protecting the NNA and building a given deal of confidence among them, when the legal proceedings move forward and the procedures are not enough to prove the offence, even less the psychological damage caused, sometimes the NNA and the parents living with them who protect them are deprived of credibility and a new instance is opened which has a negative impact on the mental health of the NNA involved and their close relations.  
This results in an overexposure of the victims to unnecessary diagnostic procedures and to psychotherapeutic treatments not related to a specific claim, but intended to satisfy any of the parties to the adversary legal proceedings. This exposes the NNA to highly retraumatising situations in the hands of psychology professionals who work in the public mental health system without having a deep knowledge of the meaning of the Convention.  
The interdisciplinary nature of the rules does not end with a professional qualification nor with the presence of several professionals of different disciplines. All this should be organised around the paradigm of the NNA as holders of that subjective and singular right.   
The practices resulting from a wrong interpretation of court orders bring about the violation of the right to be heard and represent serious risks to the mental health of the children involved. Being heard should not be just the rhetoric of a report. 
The existence of a false theoretical construct referred to as the Parental Alienation Syndrome (PAS), contested by so many professional associations and academic institutions all over the world, aimed at the mandatory reintegration of children with the parents who caused the psychical and physical damage, still exert an influence on court decisions and treatments provided by the mental health services with which therapeutic malpractice provided to the NNA is justified. This worrying issue is not shown in the statistics; it remains unseen, with many NNA who are victims of ill treatment, abuse and violence as protagonists.       
All regulations detailed at length in the country report lose their meaning when the daily legal and psychological procedures give rise to these interventions offered by the mental health services which infringe the right to health, to intimacy, to physical, physical and moral integrity, as stated in Law 26.061 and the CRC.  

Commercial sexual exploitation. Smuggling. Trafficking. NNA sex tourism. Child pornography i (Art. 19 – Art. 32 – Art. 34 – Art. 36 – Art. 39)
· Harmonizing the concepts of commercial sexual exploitation, sale and smuggling of girls, boys and adolescents, child trafficking, sex tourism and pornography used in the framework for action established in our country.
It is worth noting at this point the large variety of categories of notions used to define the problem of child exploitation.
One of the analyses conducted by the CASACIDN leads to the need for understanding the differences and the mechanisms and protocols set out to take care of each of these situations.
The possibility of outlining and determining each concept leads inevitably to a better treatment for the victims. The recommendations for actions agreed at international, regional and domestic level should be applied depending on the category of exploitation defined by the concept developed. The effective categorization of each case is essential for carrying out an appropriate work for prevention, promotion of the issue of exploitation and protection and restitution of the rights to the victims.   
· Prevention and Training:
In recent years the problem of Child Sexual Exploitation (CSE) became one of the key issues for discussion and debate within the scope of government action. Programmes were created and funds were allocated for the prevention, promotion and protection of the rights of the NNA. 
Although numerous programmes exist, some issues must be discussed to optimize their implementation. Many times the proposals remain at a development and fragmented implementation stage, and their objectives and target groups overlap. This reveals a certain lack of coordination of budgets and objectives. This results in misuse of the available resources and a reduction of the impact. Coordination between the different spaces for action is so far an obstacle not easily overcome. 
This being the state of play, one of the vital points is the lack of social professionals and agents all over the country who are capable of taking well-aimed decisions facing CSE cases or any other of the cases identified in the first point of this section. 
As far as prevention and promotion are concerned, we do not find any public policies directed to public opinion or the general population which could prevent the offences of NNA trafficking, child sexual exploitation, sale, prostitution and use of child pornography. Some awareness campaigns were mostly set up by civil society organisations. Other awareness movements take place when some famous cases are reported in the media. At that time, the topic appears on the news and enters the public debate for just a few days but declines again with the passing of time.    
One of the most worrying issues is poor compliance, so far, with Law 26.150 introduced in 2006 by which the National Programme for Comprehensive Sex Education was established under the sphere of the Ministry of Education as governing body for the implementation of the regulation throughout the country. This Law states the obligation to implement a Comprehensive Sex Education Programme from preschool to post-secondary education in all schools across the country. Nevertheless, not all schools have a public policy on sex education; only some educational institutions that have made a committed to reality and to their students carry out prevention activities, despite great resistance to address sex-related educational matters. Some reports prepared recently by the University of Tres de Febrero [a district of the province of Buenos Aires] show conclusive results: 95% of school teachers in the city of Buenos Aires consider sex education training necessary, and 60% of them feel poorly or not at all qualified to provide sex education at school.      
In recent years, the Ministry of Education issued a number of publications and materials to be used in sex education in the above-mentioned areas.
The CASACIDN recognises that various government areas organise facilities for prevention of child sexual exploitation and trafficking of persons. In this regard, information was collected about the activities carried out by the Department of Childhood, Adolescence and Family (SENNAF) in several places (Buenos Aires, City of Buenos Aires, Mar del Plata, Lanús, Chaco, Misiones, Catamarca, Salta, Córdoba, San Luis), in addition to works presented in congresses, seminars, etc.
However, there is a lot of work to be done nationwide to strengthen government action to provide training to all providers: professionals and officials responsible for providing services for the comprehensive protection of the rights of the NNA; members of the security forces; officials working in the country’s border areas; officials and agents working in the judiciary both at federal and provincial level; teachers, school authorities; health system officials and agents; social workers; psychologists; lawyers; among others. 
The CASACIDN also considers necessary to undertake joint actions with the civil society organisations working on this issue and with those that are close to the potential victims of child sexual exploitation. The early detection of a CSE case increases the chances to provide an effective and positive solution to the problem. For this to happen, training should include civil society providers who would work in awareness-raising activities, decision making, information about places where to in case of detection a a CSE case, etc.  
· State of care for the victims of CSE
One of the problems affecting care has been discussed above in connection with the failures in the implementation of the systems for comprehensive protection of the rights of girls, boys and adolescents in all municipalities and provinces of the country.
The responses given by the government to the victims are many times far from the recommendations made in this regard by the Optional Protocol, Decision No. 1 and other instruments used for addressing assistance for the CSE victims. The services of support for victims encounter certain limitations. The need exists for establishing a coordinating agency to define the specialised assistance and protection the victims need. 
With regard to the access of the CSE victims to justice, in addition to training of assistance providers, the right of the NNA victims to be heard must be effectively recognised and fulfilled, even without a request from the victim. In this regard, it is recommended to use the video and audio recording system when the victims make their statements.
Also, it is well known that public assistance varies among the different provinces. It is important to provide training to the teams composed of psychologists, social workers, physicians and health service personnel, for them to be able to provide the appropriate assistance as set out in the international instruments for such complex situations.
The CSE victims are repeatedly placed in transit institutions and/or homes where they do not receive the specialized assistance their situation requires. Moreover, the few institutions specialised in the matter are concentrated in certain regions of the country, for which reason a large number of victims remain far from the assistance centres without the possibility of actual access to the available resources.
It is not possible to identify action protocols used throughout the country that could actually support the victims and help them in the complex process of restitution of their rights. Many times the assistance provided is not sustained over time and the victims could remain unprotected. Once again, coordination of the programmes and services for the comprehensive of rights would be greatly useful for the effective protection of the victim and the restitution of his/her rights. 
Finally, the Supreme Court of Argentina resolved that raped women are allowed abortion without the need for a previous court authorisation or fear of being subject to any criminal punishment. It also established that any physician practising the abortion will not be subject to punishment. This judgment was pronounced in the case of 15-year old adolescent who was raped by somebody from her family environment. Thus, a sworn statement of the offence is all that is required to be able to carry out the procedure without incurring any criminal liability. In this way, the Supreme Court also requires all hospitals and health centres to implement the assistance protocols for these cases.     
· Production of information, follow-up and monitoring of public policies.
The limitations in terms of production and systematisation of information have a direct impact on the public policies on CSE. In this regard, it is essential that the State of Argentina creates immediately a single specific information system that allows establishing mechanisms for follow-up, monitoring and evaluation of the public policies intended for the protection of the rights of the NNA.   
In previous reports, the CASACIDN expressed its concerns regarding the fact that the State of Argentina, despite having recognised the obstacles to establishing a nationwide diagnosis of the problems of abuse and the lack of assistance in CSE cases, has not put forward any lines of action to overcome such obstacles. The absence of research designed to provide accurate and comparable data is a significant deficiency that does not help viewing the actual situation and hinders the implementation of public policies. Relying on specific indicators as well as local, regional and national records and statistics is an outstanding debt. Argentina lacks a mechanism for data collection, analysis and surveillance regarding the CSE issue. Although some of the agencies and programmes referred to in the report have published information on their activities, we find that it is necessary to centralise such information in such a manner that it is useable in the formulation of public policies.   
A need exists for relying on information and data disaggregated among other things by sex, age, geographic area, socio-economic status, type of infringement of rights. Without doubt, handling this information will contribute decisively to the development and implementation of public policies that allow to address the problem in a comprehensive and appropriate manner.  

The situation of girls from a gender perspective (Art. 2 – Art. 9)
The first serious warning was given to the States regarding the situation of girls was by the Beijing Declaration and Platform of 1995 that is an agenda for women’s empowerment including a specific component as a sphere of special concern for the situation of girls. In this regard, it is important to mention paragraph 260 of the Platform: “Girls are often treated as inferior and are socialized to put themselves last, thus undermining their self-esteem. Discrimination and neglect in childhood can initiate a lifelong downward spiral of deprivation and exclusion from the social mainstream. Initiatives should be taken to prepare girls to participate actively, effectively and equally with boys at all levels of social, economic, political and cultural leadership.”   
Although public policies in Argentina have made significant progress in relation to specific subjects linked to impairment of rights, infringement, discrimination or violence on girls, the implementation of a Comprehensive and General Public Policy for the Promotion of Rights from a gender perspective in the social, economic, political and cultural spheres is still pending.  Along the same lines, returning to paragraph 273 of the same Platform, “In addressing issues concerning children and youth, Governments should promote an active and visible policy of mainstreaming a gender perspective into all policies and programmes so that before decisions are taken, an analysis is made of the effects on girls and boys, respectively”.
In Argentina, both at federal level and in the provinces and municipalities throughout the country, the introduction of this vital perspective is still pending. In other words, prior to putting into practice a decision, the way it will impact on the NNA must be taken into consideration. We understand that this perspective should be introduced into in the public policies as a whole, from the three powers of the State and not merely from the specific childhood and adolescence areas in the national, provincial or local administrations.  
- Public Health, Education and violence on girls.
UNICEF in its report “Situation of childhood and adolescence in Argentina 2016”	states that “It is difficult to estimate the magnitude of the violence suffered by girls and boys, but some qualitative patterns can be identified: violence is exerted by household members. Emotional and physical violence impact on girls and boys equally, but the girls face a risk four times higher than boys of being victims of sexual violence”. The life of girls and adolescents in Argentina represents higher risks, where a well-known fact is the sequence of feminicides that led to the “NI UNA MENOS” [Not one less] demonstrations that were observed worldwide. According to CEPAL data on our country, in 2014 there were 225 homicides of women aged 15 years old and older, murdered for gender reasons, that is 1% per 100,000 women. According to data from the Supreme Court, out of the 254 victims of feminicides in 2016, 13% was between 16 and 20 years old and 6% of the victims were aged less than 16 years old. And among the suspects, 3% was from 16 and 18 years old. Another paradigmatic fact is that as a consequence of the deaths of those 254 women at least 244 NNA lost their mothers. 
In this regard, the adoption of comprehensive, coordinated policies for raising awareness among the state agents remains urgent, in order to provide resources to the critical care and protection areas, with a view to the strategic areas of formal and non-formal education. Also, further progress is needed in the transversalisation of gender - in the Executive and particularly in the Judiciary - while achieving the Millennium Development Goals - Agenda 2030. 
According to the foregoing, the Law introduced on 31 May 2017 is considered to be a significant step forward. By virtue of this regulation, the authors, “Murderers or abusers who have committed an injury offence or sexual offence aggravated by reason of relationship, even in the event of attempted murder, shall be deprived from parental liability” according to the law adopted by the Senate of Argentina. And it should be noted that in the same meeting, preliminary approval was given to a bill providing for a financial compensation for NNA who are victims of gender violence and intra-family violence against their parents. This Committee considers that this bill must be urgently be adopted by the Chamber of Deputies for it to become law. 
Also, according to UNICEF data for 2016, 3,000 out of the 117,000 annual births were to mothers aged less that 15 years old. “This number accounts for 0.4% of total births and 2.6% of total born-alive infants from adolescent mothers. Although reduced, this percentage is of great seriousness, not only from the perspective of the “child mother” and her son or daughter but also from the health, social, legal and juridical perspective because of the consequences and implications of pregnancy at such an early age. In addition, a large number among these cases are due to sexual abuse against girls, therefore it is necessary to work in a coordinated manner with the protection, educational and judicial services to improve the channel for lodging complaints and access of victim girls to justice”.     
Regarding child labour, of the situation of girls in Argentina in one of these forms of exploitation, namely intensive household work, was selected as an example: the total across the country is 379,344; the number of boys is 128,463 (3%) and the number of girls is 280,881 (6,5%) (BERTRANOU, CASANOVA, BECCARIA Y PONCE (2015) based on MANNYA, 2012). 
This situation makes it clear the need for the gender perspective to be addressed when it comes to developing programmes.
The CASACIDN agrees to the recommendation (CEDAW/C/GC/31/CRC/C/GC/18 of 2014) on harmful practices deeply rooted in societal attitudes, as a guide for action. 
In this regard, we urge the State of Argentina to raise awareness among the population through programmes to change cultural and social attitudes, traditions and customs that underlie behaviours that perpetuate harmful practices, engaging the general population, the NNA and government officials as a whole. Also to provide free, compulsory universal primary education suited for the girls, while providing economic incentives for pregnant girls and adolescent mothers to complete school and establish non-discriminatory return policies. It is important to include in the educational curriculum information on human rights, gender equality and non-discriminatory practices, care of sexual and reproductive health, and engage men and boys.    
The CASACIDN warns on the need to make progress in taking measures such as those proposed, to ensure fulfilment of the rights of the child during adolescence, taking also into account the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.    
Finally, we call on the State of Argentina to develop measures aimed at ensuring the enjoyment of rights equally for all boys and girls while respecting gender identity.
With regard to the use of the Information and Communication Technologies (ICTs), it is important to develop measures to ensure access and entry of all adolescents into the educational curriculum, as well as precautions to avoid their exposure to situations of risk.
We can see that the Report from the State of Argentina used children and/or adolescents as general terms. This contributes to hide the population and the differences. In this regard, building specific indicators and producing disaggregated information by gender is an outstanding debt.      
We also understand that it would be important to coordinate actions for the promotion of rights and citizen involvement with the CASACIDN and other networks and organisations of throughout the country, via a specific programme, while promoting the entry of the NNA for them to express their opinion across the country. In this respect, we believe the CASACIDN, in its double role of Federation/Action and Monitoring can cooperate with the Consejo Federal de Niñez, Adolescencia y Familia (COFENAF) [Federal Council for Childhood, Adolescence and Family] developing a component of the National Plan intended to address these objectives as a priority, in order to foster the acquisition and knowledge of their rights, promoting the active exercise of such rights, freedom of expression, the involvement of the NNA both in formal and non-formal educational bodies, with a larger number of girls, as well as in the different practices for the construction of citizenship.
As for points 7, 8 and 9 of the Report, the descriptions and actions that are to be taken are deemed central to strengthen the public policies; however, the report indicates that such actions must be accompanied by appropriate budget headings in each jurisdiction, whether federal, provincial or local to optimize their development and strengthen the institutional structure of the new childhood and adolescence paradigm.
As for point 15, the State of Argentina asserts that workshops were held on the new Civil and Commercial Code of Argentina (CCCN) regarding the sexual and reproductive rights of the adolescents; it is important to make further progress in the strengthening of these workshops as a public policy in the educational curriculum throughout the country, thus making explicit the rights of the NNA. It is important at this point that such workshops use a gender approach including the different gender identities.  
As for point 16 of the Report, the following aspects should be examined as another assumption justifying the changes in the indicators for 2014: possible effects and results of campaigns and actions since 2010, of programmes for information and awareness on male adolescents implemented by the organisations all over the country. It is suggested that an assumption of behavioural changes and self-care actions by the male adolescents themselves is adopted, considering the effects of any such new self-care practices on some groups (including free access to condoms).
Points 18, 19 and 20 celebrate the actions implemented. Point 18 particularly highlights the publication in 2014 of the Rights of the Child in seven languages, namely Quechua, Qom, Wichi, Pilagá, Avá Guaraní, Mbya Guaraní and Mapuzungun in its two ranguileo and unificado writing systems. It is important to make progress in the production of educational, cultural and dissemination materials with the cooperation of people and illustrated with characters and myths from the different cultures themselves.      
As for point 23 of the Report, that states that 975 NNA were minors, we warn on the need to report the number of girls and particularly the trafficking situations for purposes of sexual commercial exploitation.   
As for point 30, the CASACIDN agrees to the criteria of the State of Argentina regarding the fact that international adoption shall not be applicable in its jurisdiction, and expressly subscribes and agrees to what is said in point 31 of the Report.  
As for point 42 of the Report, Paragraph 20. As reported, the Senate has approved Resolution S-984/16 adopted by the Bicameral Committee, the first step in the process of appointment of the Ombudsman for girls, boys and adolescents. We consider important to insist in the appointment of the Ombudsman for girls, boys and adolescents, an essential component of this system, and on point 44 in connection with the appropriate budget allocation.
It is necessary that the State of Argentina takes into consideration the recommendations and remarks of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography  
   
The Right to Education and Educational Policies (Art. 28 – Art. 29)
The analysis focuses on the present cycle of public educational policies in connection with their impact on the promotion of the right to education in Argentina. In this respect, the report focuses on the analysis of the educational policies developed at national level, since the educational system is federal in nature.
Regarding the general context in which the schooling process develops in our country, we focus on the negative social impact of some economic policy decisions on the living conditions of the population. The transfer of income to the more concentrated sectors of the population, the upward trend of unemployment and poverty, as well as the decline of the purchasing power of the wages earned by the more vulnerable households, aggravate the social situation in which the NNA experience their educational process.
Regarding the compulsory education levels, the current educational policies are aimed at expanding the offer for the entry level based on the construction of nursery schools, and increasing the proportion of primary schools offering extended or full day classes, in coordination with community stakeholders and with a strong emphasis on sport activities. For secondary level, the present policy is less defined, although the intention to review the formats and the pedagogic proposal for this level has been put forward. However, these three policy lines, in the context of the stipulations of the regulations in force to guarantee the right to education, are not supported by the appropriate funding for their implementation. In addition, for the construction of nursery schools, we note with concern the under-implementation of the allocated budget is under-implemented, which raises questions about the management capacities.
With respect to the promotion of public education, some recent facts and decisions seem to move in the direction of weakening the public nature of education and the state capacities to promote it. We can mention as an example: the downgrading of teaching reflected in the hasty call for occasional and/or unskilled voluntaries to perform educational activities at the educational facilities; the message sent to the schools for the latter to disclose the results obtained by their students in the assessment processes, thus fostering competition between institutions; or the loss of the state capabilities resulting in the dismantling of the Directorate of Statistics under the Ministry of Education and the possible transfer of its functions to external private bodies.    
With regard to the university system, we warn that the number of students kept increasing last year and there are indications that it also rose this year; this could cause tensions considering that the recruitment of university teaching staff has been frozen. Another factor that could impair the quality of the academic activities is the decrease of research vacancies in the CONICET [the National Council for Scientific and Technical Research], given that 50% of these researchers also perform teaching duties in the universities. Moreover, by the end of the first half of the year, the government has not made a reasonable offer for wage catch-up that allows closing negotiations in the joint committees and cooperating for university teachers to recover some of their wages following a year with an inflation rate over 40%.
The teaching sector of non-university education has also experienced a decline in the conditions for exercising their profession. On the one hand, because a decrease can be seen in the offers for continuous training promoted by the National Institute for Teachers Training, which also reflects the loss of presence of the State in the training for teachers, professors and management staff.
After eight years during which the education investment in Argentina remained about 6% of the Gross Domestic product (2009-2016), a new stage opened in which the State is giving a signal in the direction of reducing the resources intended for education. The funds allocated to education in the national budget for 2017 represent a 13% decline in real terms, compared with the funds allocated for the same purpose in 2016.
Other aspects of interest that are worth noting in this summary are as follows: the 50% decrease that can be seen in the supply of computer equipment to the students entering secondary school; the downgrading of the Programme for Education and Memory in institutional terms and in scope; and the transfer of resources intended for building rural schools for use in assessment activities.
To conclude, the report issued by the Campaña Argentina por el Derecho a la Educación [Argentina’s Campaign for the Right to Education] expresses its concern both for the government decisions which tend to undermine the promotion of this right and the difficulties that can be observed in the management of policies aimed at the improvement of the teaching and learning conditions. This deficiency is reflected not only in the absence of a funding strategy to support the expansion and improvements that our educational system requires, but also in the difficulties observed in the implementation of the resources allocated. The loss of presence of the State in the conduct of the educational policy throughout the country, as well as some signals that move in the direction of marketing and privatisation of education, are other critical aspects to which attention should be drawn.
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